
IDAHOBIT – International Day Against 
homophobia, biphobia and transphobia 



What is it? 

• Every year the global community of sexual and gender minorities identifies 
one specific focus issue for the celebrations around May 17th. 
This year, the proposal is to focus attention on ALLIANCES for SOLIDARITY 
as the global theme 

• Indeed, no battle can be won in isolation. We all need to keep 
strengthening alliances, especially when we need to ensure safety, fight 
violence, lobby for legal change, and/or campaign to change hearts and 
minds. 

• Putting the focus of the Day on Solidarity and Alliances can create a 
valuable opportunity for all of us to reach out to our current partners to 
reinforce our bond, to reach out to new partners to raise awareness of our 
commonalities, and to engage in collective action around the Day. 

• This focus should also be a welcome reminder of the need for solidarity 
within the communities of sexual and gender minorities, as the rights 
of one specific group cannot be solidly secured if the rights of other 
groups are left unchallenged. 

• The focus on alliances should also highlight the necessity for sexual and 
gender minorities to be allies to other vulnerable groups (e.g. migrants, 
people living in poverty, vulnerable children, etc.). 
 



Lesbian: refers to a woman who has an emotional, romantic and/or 
sexual orientation towards women 
 
Gay: refers to a man who has an emotional, romantic and/or sexual 
orientation towards men. Also a generic term for lesbian and gay 
sexuality –some women define themselves as gay rather than lesbian 
 
Bisexual: refers to a person who has an emotional, romantic and/or 
sexual orientation towards more than one gender  
 

Trans: Trans is an umbrella term to describe people whose gender is 
not the same as, or does not sit comfortably with, the sex they were 
assigned at birth. Trans people may describe themselves using one or 
more of a wide variety of terms, including (but not limited to) 
transgender, cross dresser, non-binary and/or gender queer. 
 

 



Why is it important? 

 



Do any of 
these 

statistics 
surprise you? 





People were asked what messages of 
support they wanted to pass onto 

young people on IDAHOBIT day. Here's 
what they had to say: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsz_5mM
EgIs  

 

• What would your messages of support be? 
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Dear Year 7 self… 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTaE7yJA
QEY  

 

• People were asked what message they would 
give to their Year 7 selves about 
understanding homosexuality and 
homophobia. This is what they want to say to 
their Year 7 self!  
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IDAHOBIT around the world 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9WIxhgyJ
uD8  
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How can we 
promote equality? 



 



 


