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Message from the Headmaster
Dear Parents/Carers,
As boys, students and staff prepare for the short Easter break it is perhaps worth reflecting on the
‘movable feast’ and the message it might be able to give us with our working lives at Beechen Cliff
School. Easter comes at the end of the ‘Lenten Season’ and is marked by a period of sacrifice and
reflection. Holy week begins next week with Palm Sunday and the triumphant ride of Jesus into
Jerusalem. Within five days this triumph had apparently turned to despair with humiliation and
crucifixion. The Romans were masters of public spectacle and were determined to impose their
power over their rebellious subjects. The subsequent resurrection on the Sunday following
crucifixion is the critical moment in helping to strengthen Christian faith and it is one of the core
messages for all of us as we reflect on our own school community. The joy that Christians experience
in reflecting upon the message of Easter is in some way reflected through the school’s own desire to
create happiness and hope for all those boys and students who work and play within it.
The final assembly of the Easter Term will include the presentation of a cheque to Dorset Air
Ambulance, the second such donation to this very worthy cause. The pupils and staff have always
responded exceptionally well when given the chance to hear and see at first hand the work that
various local charities do to enrich the lives of those in our community. We obviously thank parents
for helping to support these activities and make the fundraising successful.
I have been very impressed by the number and range of the arts experiences presented over the last
term. Year 7 boys were treated to the experience of seeing their peers on stage, performing scenes
from ‘A Midsummer’s Night Dream’ – an experience which demonstrated how much joy and
confidence can be derived from performance. The Spring Concert and the Battle of the Bands also
took place this term. Showcasing the significant talent which exists in the school.
The success achieved by the boys involved in Technology Faculty projects is very much worthy of
note this Easter.
Having seen our boys acting as guides and support to primary children who have come in for
‘Technology’ days, I can see how confidence has developed in each of them and how proud they are
to pass on their skills.
We look to our boys to develop the values which we hold dear and there are many examples of
pupils demonstration aspiration in their everyday lives. Their ambition, commitment and
determination to achieve is a credit to them and their families. It is wonderful to see so many of our
former pupils coming back and sharing their success and passing on lessons for life to those who are
only a few years behind them. The school has very many loyal supporters, willing to pass on what
they know and to help enrich the lives of others. We are exceptionally thankful for this, aware that
the ability to demonstrate compassion is probably the strongest and most important of all the values
we wish to see in those who are a part of our school.
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The participation in so many areas of the academic and extra-curricular life of the school is something
I have always been proud of at Beechen Cliff. To see the number taking part in activities ranging
from Duke of Edinburgh and Ten Tors to Jaguar Land Rover Challenge, debating and team sports is
inspirational. I know that the staff who put these activities on for the pupils very much value the
experiences and recognise their importance in fostering the ‘family ethos’ that we value and which is
always remarked upon by the constant flow of visitors to the school. I thank all those who provide so
much for our children at the school.
May I finish by thank you for your continued support of Beechen Cliff and for encouraging your sons
and daughters to be the best they can be and to always look for new challenges to enrich their lives.
We all wish you a very happy Easter.

Yours sincerely,

Mr A Davies
Headmaster
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Dates for your Diary
Friday 7th April
Monday 10th April – Friday 21st April
Friday 21st – Sunday 23rd April
Monday 23rd April
Monday 1st May

Easter Term ends
Easter Holiday
Ten Tors Dartmoor 3
Spring Term (Term 5) starts 8.25am
May Day Bank Holiday

Sixth Form Dates – Terms 5 and 6
Friday 12th May
Friday 26th May
Friday 9th June
Friday 30th June
Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th June
Thursday 17th August
Thursday 24th August

Lower Sixth Study Leave begins
Last day of Term 5 for Upper Sixth
Lower Sixth Study Leave ends
Upper Sixth Prom
Year 11 Sixth Form Induction
A Level and AS Level Results
GCSE Results

Save the Date – Beechen Cliff Summer Ball
Beechen Cliff School presents
The Summer Ball
Friday 30th June 2017
Tickets £49.00 to include; Drinks Reception,
Three-Course Meal, Live Music and Fund Raising
Auction
For further information please contact Donna Miles in
the School Office on 01225 480466

PTA News
New PTA Chair and Secretary needed at the end of the Summer Term.
We will be holding a SUMMER TERM parent and staff event this
year and are looking for willing volunteers to join a NEW team
with NEW ideas fully guided by the existing Chair and Secretary.
The date of event to be confirmed
PS you do not have to volunteer to be Chair or Secretary to be on this
team!
Please email PTA@Beechencliff.org.uk if you are interested in
either.
Many thanks
Mrs C Jones
Chair
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Essential Information
Reporting Absences
Please can parents take note of the contact details below when reporting an absence from School:
Lower School Pupils
To report a Lower School absence please call the Attendance Office direct on 01225 485222, or you can
email attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
Sixth Form Students
For Sixth Form students please contact Mrs Jones on 01225 485221, or you can email
allisonjones@beechencliff.org.uk
If the attendance lines are busy, do please leave a message on the answer machines.

Changes in Contact Details
Please can parents and carers remember to inform the School in any changes in Contact information
(telephone numbers, email address home addresses) as soon as possible.
Please inform the School office or email sue.davies@beechencliff.org.uk with new or updated details

Extra-Curricular Activities
We have a variety of after school clubs for pupils to attend. Details of these are displayed around the
School and on the website at http://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/extra-curricular/

Reports
The following reports are now available for parents to view on ePortal:



Upper Sixth, Lower Sixth and Year 11 Full Reports
Year 7, Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10 Progress Reports

If you have problems accessing these reports please email datarecords@beechencliff.org.uk

Mr T D Markall
Assistant Headmaster
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Adjustment to School Uniform List for current Years 7-9
In previous years we have given parents the option to purchase school trousers from either Scholars
or Marks and Spencers. However, the specific Marks and Spencers’ trousers that best match the midgrey Scholars trousers has been discontinued and consequently we are finding pupils wearing a
range of trousers from black to light grey and some of the trousers are of a design that are
inappropriate for a school uniform.
Therefore from the September 2017 only the Scholars mid-grey trousers will be permitted. Whilst
these trousers maybe a little more expensive than those from other suppliers, the feedback from
parents has been that they are considerably more durable.
Thank you for your understanding in this matter.

Mr P Watts
Deputy Headmaster

Free School Meals and 16–19 Bursary
We are aware that in these difficult economic times a family’s financial circumstances can change
suddenly. You can apply for free school meals at any time, if you meet the eligibility criteria as set
out by the Government.
For further details about free school meals, including how to apply, please contact Mrs S Davies, in
the Main School Office.
If you are eligible, we urge you to apply. Not only will your child benefit from a healthy and
nutritious meal every school day, but also eligibility may open up other areas of financial support for
your child at school.
Also available to Sixth Form students is the 16-19 Bursary. This fund is available for payments to
help with educational equipment, subject required trips, uniform and travel, where there is evidence
of financial need. For further information, including how to apply, please contact Mrs C Jones,
Assistant to the Head of Sixth Form.
All information for free school meals and the Bursary Fund are kept in confidential files.

Mr T D Markall
Assistant Headmaster
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Proposed Winter-Adjusted School Day
As you know Beechen Cliff has one of the most glorious aspects in Bath and during the warmer and
drier months most of the boys enjoy make use of the upper and lower fields during breaks and
lunchtimes. However in the wetter and colder months the boys are limited to small hard standing
play areas and restricted inside spaces – both becoming crowded during lunchtimes. As a
consequence many of the boys and staff feel that during the winter our lunchtime is too long.
We are therefore proposing to adjust the school day during the winter to reduce the length of
lunchtime. Period 4 will become an hour and a half long to include a half hour lunch break. Different
year groups will take the half hour lunch break at different times. The table below shows how this
would work. This is a fairly common arrangement in other schools.
The end of the school day would therefore be brought forward by 20 minutes and finish at 3:05pm.
The additional benefit of the earlier finish would allow for increased opportunity for after school
sports training using natural light.
Our intention is to keep the existing school day but adjust to the winter school day between the
October half term and the February half term. We will initially trial the arrangement during the
Christmas Term in 2017.
If you have any particular
headmaster@beechencliff.org.uk.

views

Existing/Proposed Summer School Day
Terms 1, 4, 5 & 6
08:25 AM Registration
08:45 Period 1
09:45 Break 1
10:00 Period 2
11:00 Break 2
11:15 Period 3
12:15 Transition

12:20
13:15

Period 4a (Lunch for Sixth Form
and Year 7)
Period 4b (Lunch for Years 8-11)

14:15
15:15

Period 5
PM Registration

15:25

Finish School Day

on

the

proposal

please

email

them

to

us

Proposed Adjusted Winter School Day
Terms 2 & 3
08:25
AM Registration
08:45
Period 1
09:45
Break 1
10:00
Period 2
11:00
Break 2
11:15
Period 3
12:15
Transition
12:20
Period 4a (Lunch for Sixth Form and
another year group)
12:50
Period 4b (Lunch for two year groups)
13:20
13:50
13:55
14:55
15:05

Mr P Watts
Deputy Headmaster
Page 9

Period 4c (Lunch for another two year
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Transition
Period 5
PM Registration
Finish School Day
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Mobile Phones
Following the Easter holidays there will be a blanket ban on the use of mobile
phones between the hours of 08.25am and 3.25pm for pupils in Years 7-11.
Why?






Increased number of pupils calling parents during the school day and
parents turning up unannounced.
Increased number of videos recorded, photos taken on school grounds
and posted on social media; the time taken to resolve these issues in
school.
The need to encourage more communication amongst peers.
The growing concerns of the use of mobile phones and current research highlighting the
negative effects on the mental health, memory, attention span, creativity and emotional
intelligence of young people.

Exceptions



Wet lunches – use of mobile phone in Hall only
Permission from a member of staff in exceptional circumstances

Sanctions





If a mobile phone is seen out during these times or if it goes off in a lesson, the phone will be
confiscated for two working days e.g. phone confiscated on Monday will be returned
Wednesday 3.25pm
If a mobile phone is confiscated twice in a term, parents to attend school for meeting and
phone collection
Refusal to hand phone over – pupil will be sent home for gross defiance and a Saturday
detention will be issued

We are informing pupils of this measure via Headmaster assemblies, tutor time and Head of House
assemblies. If your son uses his phone to access his bus pass, please ensure that you have made
contingency arrangements in case his phone is confiscated. Equally, if your son uses his phone to
check the time, please provide him with a watch.
Please support us in our efforts with this initiative by talking to your son at home about our mobile
phone concerns and the need for him to switch his phone off during the school day.
Thank you.

Mr K Mann
Assistant Headmaster
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Year 11 Pupils and the GCSE Examinations – Summer 2017
The GCSE Examinations begin on Friday 5th May 2017.
From the start of the examinations until the half-term holiday (the week commencing 29th May
2017) all Year 11 pupils must attend school on full time basis and either take an examination or
attend lessons. Even when an examination has been taken pupils must still attend all lessons and
undertake work or revision as directed by their class teacher.
After the holiday (i.e. from Monday 5th June 2017) Year 11 pupils will only attend school if they have
a GCSE examination, or if they have been asked to attend for revision lessons, e.g. Mathematics.
During the examination period pupils must wear full school uniform. Mobile phones or any other
electronic devices are not permitted in Examination Rooms, only clear pencil cases and water bottles
(with labels removed) are allowed. It is expected that Examination Hall conduct will be excellent at
all times. Failure to comply with these rules may result in withdrawal from GCSE examinations. It
is essential that pupils arrive outside the room at least 15 minutes before the examinations are due
to start. It would be helpful if Year 11 parents could familiarise themselves with the examination
timetable and remind their son when he is due to take an examination.
The final GCSE examinations will be on Monday 26th June 2017.
Subject teachers, Tutors and Heads of House will be available throughout the examination period.
School lunches will continue to be available in the Refectory throughout the examination period.
Please can all outstanding debts be cleared by the end of April and please note that credit will not
be allowed after this date.
Any personal items which have been stored in school need to be removed, lockers cleared and keys
returned to the Pastoral Secretary by the end of June. At this time the £2 deposit can be claimed. Any
items left in lockers after this date will be removed and disposed of.
Any GCSE textbooks that have been loaned to pupils must be returned to the relevant department
by the end of June. A charge may be made for unreturned books.
All staff are working hard to prepare Year 11 pupils for their exams. Whilst we understand that the
end of Year 11 is a major milestone in the lives of these young men, we expect that any celebrations to
mark this are low key and that they do not impact on the smooth running of the rest of the School. In
recent years Year 11 have conducted themselves well and I would like this to be the case this year.
Please can parents stress this point at home when you discuss the examinations with your son and
stress that any form of disruption could result in serious consequences.
Important Dates for your Diary
Friday 16th June 2017
All Year 11 pupils are invited to attend the Year 11 Leavers BBQ from 10.30-12.00pm.
Sixth Form induction days
These will take place on Tuesday 27th June and Wednesday 28th June 2017, and all prospective Sixth
Form Students are expected to attend. These days will offer your son an opportunity to find out
more about the subjects in which he has expressed an interest and to have a further discussion about
Page 11
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choices prior to the results being published in August. You will receive further details about these
days from Mr Oldham, Head of Sixth Form.
Thursday 24th August 2017
Provisional GCSE Examination Results can be collected from the Main Hall at school at 9.30 am. Help
and advice will be on offer throughout the day and the following day for those who need guidance
with regard to their next steps.
The school will supply envelopes of a suitable size to take the pupil’s results and other relevant
information, however, candidates who wish to receive their results by post must provide an A4 selfaddressed envelope, stamped with a ‚Large Stamp‛. The examination results will be ratified before
the final certificates are delivered in late October.
Thursday 23rd November 2017
Presentation Evening in the Assembly Rooms, when GCSE Certificates will be presented.
details of the evening will be posted out when they are finalised.

Further

Parents should contact their son’s Head of House or Tutor if they wish to discuss any of these points,
they will be available throughout in the event of any problems.

Mr T D Markall
Assistant Headmaster

Exam and Results arrangements
All students have now been given timetables for their written exams which detail clash arrangements
and rooms.
Most exams are in the Sports Hall, however B3, B4, B5 & B6 rooms can all be found on top floor of
Bolton Suite.
We advise students to either leave valuable items at home or to lock them into your locker before the
exam. Mobile phones, iPods, headphones and data watches are NOT PERMITTED in any
examination room. Beechen Cliff School waive all liability for items lost or stolen on the premises.
Please report to the examination room stated on your timetable at least 15 MINUTES before the start
time in full school uniform.
Bottles of drink must be transparent containing clear fluid with label removed. YOU MUST BRING
in a clear pencil case/plastic bag at least 2 BLACK ink pens or biros every day plus a pencil, eraser,
ruler and a scientific calculator plus Mathematics equipment where necessary. For Listening exams
please bring your own headphones for hygiene purposes.
Timetables do not show Extra Time but this will have been arranged if you have JCQ approval. If
you have two exams at the same time you will take one after another unless they total more than 3
hours. All clash arrangements requiring a change of time have been printed in RED on final
timetables.

Page 12

Return to Contents Page
If you experience vomiting or diarrhoea you must NOT come into school – if you have an exam
within 48 hours please call 01225-485235 for instructions first.
Please email
exams@beechencliff.org.uk with any queries.
Morning exams start at 9am prompt, afternoon exams start at 2pm prompt. You are permitted to join
the exam up to one hour after start time by JCQ rules. If you are running late please call 01225-485235
and leave a message. We will make every effort to get you here on time but you must call and leave a
contact number.
Results Day details:
GCSE
GCE A level YEAR 13 STUDENTS
GCE A level YEAR 12 STUDENTS

Thursday 24th August 2017 – School Hall – 9:30am
Thursday 17th August 2017 – School Hall – 9:30am
Thursday 17th August 2017 – School Hall – 10:30am

It is important to be present for Result Day, particular at A2 level as there is a very short window of
opportunity to make enquiries about your results should they be lower than expected. Please make a
prior arrangement with the Exams Office on exams@beechencliff.org.uk if you wish to receive your
results by email instead. Staff and Sixth Form team will be available for help and advice following
results, further info will be given nearer the time.
It is not possible to give results out to anyone other than the student due to Data Protection laws, or
via telephone. If you wish to send a family member please send written permission and ask them to
bring Photo ID on results day. If you prefer to have results posted home please provide a large
envelope addressed to wherever you prefer, with relevant stamps attached before end of July.
The Exams Office will be open each day following results day at various times to help with queries
and concerns.
Good luck everyone with best wishes from the Exams team.

Mrs K Davison
Examinations Officer

Internal Summer Exams 2017
KS3 Summer Exams (Years 7-9)
Pupils in Year 7, 8 and 9 will be taking formal internal examinations in many of their subjects in the
terms ahead. These exams are used to assess the progress pupils have made this year and to give
pupils useful practice in taking formal examinations in preparation for external exams in the future.
In some subjects there are several exams assessing different aspects of the course. Examination results
may also contribute towards setting for next year in some subjects.
In order to prepare pupils for the exams subject teachers will provide pupils with revision
information. Some revision will take place in lessons but it is also expected that pupils prepare for
exams independently at home. As part of the preparation for exams pupils will have an exams
assembly and tutor meetings dedicated to revision tips and exam timetables
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Revision guidance for pupils and for parents supporting their sons with revision is also available on
the school website in the Exams and Assessment - Support and Guidance section.
http://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/academic/exams-assessment/year-7-9/summer-exams/
The dates of the Summer Exams this year are given below. Most exams fall within a Summer Exam
Week for each year group but Year 7 Science exams will be taken at a different time. All exams will
take place during timetabled lessons in the normal classrooms.
Year 7 Summer Exams
Subject

Date of
Exam(s)

Computing
English

w/c 15th May

French
Geography
History
Maths
Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
Technology
Science

w/c 5th June

Year 8 Summer Exams
Subject

Subject

Date of Exam(s)

Computing

Italian

English

Maths

French

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics

Geography

Science

German

Spanish

History

Technology

w/c 22nd May

Year 9 Summer Exams
Subject

Subject

Date of Exam(s)

Computing

Italian

English

Maths

French

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics

Geography

Science

German

Spanish

History

Technology
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A more detailed timetable with dates and times of exams for each teaching group in each year is also
available on the section of the school website referred to above.
Year 10 Summer Exams 2017
Year 10 exams will take place during the week of 12th June. Some exams will take place in formal
exam halls and will be formally invigilated. Others will take place in normal lessons. These exams
may be used to inform tiers of entry for Year 11 where appropriate. When not attending exams pupils
will attend lessons as normal.

As at KS3, pupils will be prepared for exams in school and revision material will be made available to
pupils via teachers and departmental websites. Pupils are also expected to prepare for exams
independently at home. The Exams and Assessment - Support and Guidance section on the school
website also provides useful guidance.
http://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/academic/exams-assessment/gcse/yr10-subjectinformation/
Pupils will have the exam process explained to them in a year group assembly and by tutors in
advance of the exam week. There will also be the opportunity to discuss revision strategies with
teachers and tutors before the exams.
Copies of timetables will be given to pupils in May. The timetable is also available on the school
website or via the link below:
http://cdn.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Year-10-Summer-Exams-Timetable-2017TDM-v3.pdf

Mr T D Markall
Assistant Headmaster
April 2017

House News
Byron House
Welcome to the Byron report. When thinking about what to write here I decided to ask the boys what
they thought were their biggest achievements this term. What follows is a snap shot of their
contributions. I would also like to praise all the many boys in our House who consistently do the
right thing and show Beechen Cliff’s core values of Aspiration, Balance, Compassion and
Independence.
Fred ran the Bath Half Marathon which is a massive achievement in itself, made even more
impressive by the fact he was hit by a car four days earlier! Scott improved his grades from Ds to Cs
and Bs. Ross became a prefect. Joe got 17 positives and no negatives. Marcus got better at basketball.
Louis captained the B team for Byron in the inter-house football. Elliot did well in ICT, Taku got an
A* in a maths test and Barnaby did well in his French assessment. Joe finished the 10 th chapter in the
book he is writing. Ryan got six positives in a row and Zach moved up a grade in both PE and
Page 15
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French. Jake is happy to have been able to maintain a healthy balance between revision and extracurricular activities. Jem is proud of his managerial experience with our Year 7 football team and
Brandon got to the third round in the spelling bee. Harvey reports that he beat Isaac at tennis.
Saarfan is doing well in German, Harrison got
a B in science, Sam is proud of his
achievements in RPE and Tim is doing well in
geography. Nathan, Charles, Jack, Harvey,
Bradley, Arthur and Lyon all did well in recent
maths tests. James has represented Beechen
Cliff in both the A and B teams for rugby, Leo
is proud of getting into the Year 8 B football
team and Jack scored eight tries this rugby
season - double last season! Morgan is gaining
academic confidence through attending GCSE
revision sessions.
I have also included this picture of some of our current Year 11s from Year 8. I hope that they will
enjoy reminiscing! Finally, I must congratulate all members of Byron House for winning Rewards
Week this term.

Miss A Milland
Head of Byron House

Chaucer House
It is the time of year when we say a huge thank you to the Year 11 boys who have made such a
difference to the life of Chaucer House. Their enthusiasm and drive has ensured we have been well
represented in all areas of school life.
House Captain Nick has worked together with the School Council to ensure our views have been well
represented. Patrick has successfully led the team of prefects, and Tom and Archie have helped to
ensure all our sports teams have done their bit in our drive to runners up spot in rewards week. Well
done to all the boys that took part and played for Chaucer House and showed their good sprit and
willingness to contribute to House life.
Mrs Wilmot, my deputy, and myself would also like to wish all the Year 11 boys the best of luck as
they spend the Easter break in final preparation for their GCSE exams that begin next month. We are
very proud of all that the boys have achieved during their time at Beechen Cliff and hope all their
hard work and revision pays off and they achieve the grades they all deserve.
A big thank you to all the tutors in Chaucer house, who continue to support and encourage the boys.
We hope all staff, students and their families have a relaxing and enjoyable Easter break.

Mr S Shaw
Head of Chaucer
Page 16
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Milton House
As always the term has been
packed with events, activities and
great learning opportunities for
all our boys in Milton. It has been
a real pleasure witnessing so
many Miltonians representing the
school at numerous sporting
events including Football and
Hockey. Win or lose, I continue to
be inspired by the dedication and
commitment shown by our
outstanding young people who
train hard in representing our
school.
The camaraderie and competitive
nature of both students and their
tutors whilst participating in the
Milton Masters Cup, for me, has
been a real highlight. Not only
have the tutor challenges been fun and entertaining, but we have also been able to raise money in the
process. The Milton Bake Off was an extremely proud moment for the team and we were
overwhelmed by the number of boys (and parents) who invested their time and effort baking cakes
and raising money for Comic Relief - we managed to raise an amazing £365.18. A special mention
goes to Ben Stoaling ML8, Will Brant ML6 and Joe Butler ML2 for taking the top three spots and more
importantly securing some valuable points for their tutor group. Another testament to Milton’s
vibrancy and the pride our boys have.
Attendance
The year to date has shown the majority of tutor groups in Milton house averaging 95.81%. An
excellent effort! This is in line with the national schools target of 95% for all pupils. Miltonians have
the highest number of 100% attendees in the school, of which eleven will receive a certificate at the
end of this year; if they can keep this going into the summer term. Keep up the excellent effort!
As we approach the final two terms of the year, all of our Year 11 pupils will be preparing for their
public exams or end of term assessments. Please continue to encourage them to get into the right
habits – be organised, review and reflect on your learning and prepare thoroughly for the task ahead.
Remember ‘whatever we believe about ourselves and our ability comes true for us’. A final thank you
to the parents and carers for supporting our boys throughout the school year, the partnership
between yourselves and the school continues to bring success.
Wishing you all a very happy Easter.

Mr D Jaggon
Head of Milton House
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Shakespeare
Shakespeare House has been involved in a series of interesting activities this term. We have
continued to support our local community by collecting rubbish from Shakespeare Avenue and our
House Assemblies have been an open forum for current affairs with pupils and students taking turns
to lead the Assemblies.
Our prefects have been magnificent in and around the School and they have been prompt, courteous
and compassionate while carrying out their duties. It can be a scrum at first and second break so their
help in managing the refectory is really appreciated.
Oliver Knight, our House Captain, has become more involved since the New Year. He increased the
profile of Shakespeare Sixth Formers by inviting them to help out their old tutor groups in the lower
school and also provided in class support where it has been requested.
On the sporting front it was great to see Shakespeare boys really enjoy the Hockey and Football
competitions. I was really pleased to see Daniel, Viviek and George bounce into my office to inform
me of our Year 8 Hockey victory!
Next term the House Council have requested a cake sale and a cricket based charity event so I look
forward to seeing how those plans develop.
Happy Easter.

Mr L Sumsion
Head of Shakespeare

Exciting Hosting Opportunity
Do you have a spare room?
Due to the success of our Euroclass Programme, we are looking for caring and
welcoming Hayesfield families to host our Norwegian 6th Form students for the
duration of the Autumn Term 2017.
The group is a mix of boys and girls* who are looking for accommodation
within walking distance of the school whilst they study here to experience British culture and
improve their English.
The students would be hosted individually within a home from home environment which provides
daily home cooked meals and a bedroom with a study area. Ideally with an en-suite or sharing a
bathroom with one other person so they have their own privacy and space.
We provide a generous weekly living expenses allowance.
If you would like an application form or would like to find out more information then please contact
Fiona Harrison via the Sixth Form Office or email international@hayesfield.com
* We are currently only looking for hosts for male students as female homestays have been arranged already.

Homestay Co-Ordinator at Hayesfield Girls’ School
01225 426151 ext. 408
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Departmental News
Art
Art Trip
On Friday, 24th March we took the Upper Sixth Art students into Bath to show
them a few if the key galleries we have here. The aim of the trip was for the
students to gain inspiration for the exam project that they are all currently
working on.
We visited the incredibly thought provoking ‘History through a Lens: Iconic
Photographs from the Incite Project’ at the Victoria Gallery. This show focuses on
iconic images and their power, profiling over 75 photographs that have changed
public perception of world events. They have been selected from a collection that
specialises in photojournalism and documentary photography. We are used to
seeing these images in the press, in transient form, generally accompanied by
columns of text, but the Incite Project treats them as works of art.
We also visited the Rostra Gallery, Castle Fine Arts, Bath
Contemporary and Beaux Arts. All of which had a large
variety of a range of Art, Sculpture and Ceramics.
We see learning outside of the classroom incredibly important
at all ages, and for the Sixth formers in particular. The vast
majority of the Upper Sixth are continuing with an Art, Design
or Photography focus to their studies next year, so to see Art
work in Galleries is inspiration for them.
Mrs A Wilmot
Art and Photography

Computing
Crypto Challenge at the University of Bath
On Thursday, 16th March the Computing department
took a team of Year 9 and Year 10 computer science
students to the University of Bath to take part in Crypto
Challenge (part of the Bath Taps into Science festival).
The teams of students competed to solve increasingly
difficult code breaking challenges, resulting in a hidden
message, such as GPS co-ordinates or a question. They
then had to find what was at those co-ordinates or the
answer to the question, hidden somewhere on the
University of Bath campus! Students learned about code breaking and cryptography as well as using
team working and problem solving skills. It was a thoroughly interesting and highly enjoyable day.
Mrs L James
Head of ICT/Computing
Page 19

Return to Contents Page

CCF
The Combined Cadet Force (CCF) has gone from strength to strength this year so far with a new
intake of around 20 Year 9 cadets which, when put together with the new intake and existing cadets
from KES and Hayesfield, gives a total contingent strength of around 110.
The first two terms have been incredibly busy with
deployments starting in October with the first weekend
away (Ex First Chance) is a good opportunity for the new
cadets to learn all the essential skills they will need
during their time in the CCF. Lessons are delivered
covering all aspects of living in the field including;
cooking, washing, cleaning and sleeping as well as
military skills such as crossing open areas and
camouflage and concealment.
During the October half term the senior cadets (Year 10
and above) were taken away on Exercise Warrior Cadet
Cadets ready to set off for Exercise Warrior Cadet
using the Longmoor training area in Hampshire.
Conducted over a period of three days the cadets are tested using a range of different scenarios
including section and platoon assaults, ambushes, patrolling and FIBUA (Fighting in a built up area)
where cadets were clearing houses in a purpose built village.
During the weekend the cadets are being assessed on the level of their military skills and discipline
with the eventual awarding of the advanced infantry badge upon successful completion of the
exercise weekend.
Remembrance
Parade, on the
morning of 13th
November was a
chance for the
Contingent
to
gather
to
remember
the
soldiers who lost
their lives during
all conflicts both
past and present
followed by a march through Bath in the afternoon.
The Contingent also had the Biennial inspection during November where the cadets undertook nine
stands on a rotation including Observation, First Aid, Introduction to the Cadet L98A2 GP Weapon
system and a visit from the CCF’s parent regiment The KRH (King’s Royal Hussars) who brought
along an armoured vehicle for the cadets to look inside.
The inspection brought Colonel Richard Brown to KES, where he himself was once a cadet. Whilst
walking around he was thoroughly impressed by the Cadets and the Cadet NCO’s with how they got
on with the lessons so well, and also their knowledge of the subject they were delivering.
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March has also been a busy month with a visit to the Castle Martin
ranges in Pembrokshire, again to visit the KRH whilst they were
conducting live fire training using the Challenger 2 Main battle tank.
During the visit the cadets got the chance to climb over and look
inside the Challenger Tank and got to experience the firepower that
the tanks offer through various demonstrations.
At the end of March we deployed out to the Sennybridge training
area in Brecon, Wales for the contingents largest ever deployment of
86 Cadets to continue their training as they work towards their Full
star and Advanced infantry badge. The weekend develops on skills
learnt during Ex First Chance, the Wednesday evening training and also introduces them to new
skills that will be needed as they develop onto Exercise Warrior Cadet next October.
Panther Armoured vehicle brought along
by the KRH (King Royal Hussars) - our
parent regiment.

After arriving to rain and 60 plus miles per hour winds Friday night the cadets undertook a rotation
of six stands on the Saturday including; Section attacks, Pairs fire and movement, Observation, First
Aid and Model making. During the Saturday evening the cadets were given a demonstration of using
an Ambush by the senior cadets and also the importance of sentries during the night when on
exercise.
On the Sunday morning the cadets undertook a series of Section attacks onto a well-defended enemy
position, using the same area that is used as a final test for the Junior NCO’s in the regular army
before they get promoted, this gave the Section IC’s and 2IC’s (In Command and 2nd In Command) a
real taste of what the regular
troops have to go through.
The cadets did incredibly well to
deal with the conditions during
Exercise Next step, some of the
worst condition the SSI has seen
cadets carry out an exercise in.
The cadets stepped up to the
challenge and all gained a lot of
good
knowledge
and
understanding
for
moving
forward and continuing their
career within the CCF.
Cadets visiting the KRH and the Challenger 2 Main battle Tanks

Lt Davies
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Centurion Challenge 2017

The challenge ….100 miles in just 48 hours
The Centurion Challenge has been an honourable tradition of Beechen Cliff School for many years,
raising monies for charitable causes close to the heart of the School. Last year Beechen Cliff
Centurions raised in excess of £2,000, with some of the monies raised going to help support pupils
participating in School activities.
This year’s Centurion Challenge will take place on Friday 7th – Sunday 9th July and is open to Year 9,
10, 11 and Sixth Form. It is also open to pupils past and present.
Commencing at 4.00pm on Friday 7th July, challengers will leave Beechen Cliff School, walk along the
Kennet and Avon Canal tow path to Devizes where they will camp for the night. Rising early on the
Saturday morning they will continue onto the Parish Church at Hungerford before turning around
and returning to Devizes. Challengers will make their way back to Beechen Cliff School on the
Sunday, arriving back by 4.00pm to claim Centurion status.
All the Centurion Challengers will receive a Centurion Challengers ‘T’ Shirt, but only the
legionnaire finishers (i.e. those that complete the challenge by 4.00pm on Sunday 9th July) will
receive a Centurion Challengers Tie. The names of the first three challengers to return to Beechen
Cliff will be immortalised on the Centurion Challengers Roll of Honour!
Entry Forms and additional information will be published on the School web site in the coming
weeks with the ParentPay item opening after that. Complete the entry form (MEDICAL FORM) and
pay the entrance fee to secure your place (entrance fee includes a small charitable donation).
Sponsorship forms will also be available on the website. Please be aware that participant numbers
will be capped at 100 with entries closing two weeks before the event. So please book early to
secure your place!
Will you be a centurion in 2017?

Mr R Stewart
Centurion Co-ordinator
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Duke of Edinburgh's Award News
Bronze Year 9 participants
Please take the Easter break as a chance to make sure that you have chosen an activity
for all three sections (Physical, Skill and Volunteering) and enter the details on your
online account so that Mrs Younger can view them and approve them if suitable. For
those of you well underway now, please carry on adding evidence and enjoying your
challenges.
NEXT MEETING: Expedition Training - Wednesday 3rd May 3:30pm -5:00pm at Beechen Cliff
School Hall
Silver Year 10 participants
All Year 10 silver participants should now have completed at least one of the Bronze
sections online in order to be enrolled as a silver participant. Please also enter details of
your proposed silver activities online for Mrs Younger to view and approve if suitable.
All current D of E participants should keep an eye on the DofE page of the Outdoor
Education section of the Beechen Cliff website. We will be updating this frequently after Easter with
dates of training, expeditions and route planning meetings, plus kit lists.
We still have Welcome/Enrolment Packs available for collection from Mrs Younger who will be in C2
computer room every Monday lunchtime, after Easter.

Mrs Clare Younger
Duke of Edinburgh's Award Administrator
Hayesfield Girls' School and Beechen Cliff School
Bath BA2 3QX
01225 426151 X343
Student D of E help and advice available every week:
Beechen Cliff School - Monday lunchtime C2 computer room
Hayesfield School - Wednesday lunchtime Open Learning Centres (Week A - Brougham Hayes, Week
B - West Wing)

English
Message from the English Faculty
We have made some changes in the setting arrangements in Year 10 recently and may be making
further changes after the examinations.

Ms A H Baker
Head of English
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Lesotho Visit - February 2017
Students and staff from Beechen Cliff recently returned to the school in
Lesotho, Southern Africa, to continue the on-going project.

Tseko School - Mokhotlong

Tseko is a very poor and remote school near
Mokhotlong in the Kingdom of Lesotho with no
running water or electricity. Previously we have
painted murals, generally brightened up the
Lesotho / South Africa border post.
classrooms, provided resources and constructed much
needed furniture. Recently, under the direction of
Russell Suchet from Sani Lodge, we have helped to build an additional
classroom – basically a concrete block box.

Our focus this time was again to brighten up the learning environment and
consider the furniture situation. We had to take everything we needed as
there are very few resources in the country. On arrival, we quickly realised
that a considerable amount of school furniture was broken and simply piled
up at the end of one of the classrooms. We set ourselves the task to fix as
much as possible. Beechen Technology department donated some hand tools
which we added to when we bought all the decorating materials at a builder’s

Fixing desks and benches – Tseko
Mokhotlong

yard in Underberg, SA.
There were a number of men who were keen to develop their woodworking
skills so between us we were able to reinstate all the desks and benches
which gave them thirty-two places for the older children which equates to
Tseko teacher learning woodwork

around fifty of the younger children who previously sat on the floor.
Miss Isaac, who is an accomplished artist, set about painting murals of
the map of the world, a map of Africa and lovely paintings of local
animals and birds. Our students worked tirelessly in hot and humid
conditions, determined to complete the tasks.
Tseko staff and our students

From our base at Sani Lodge we also visited a Zulu
school on three occasions to help them with their
pronunciation and understanding of English - essential
for them to pass the entry exam for High School. Kwa
Pitela School is one of the poorest schools, a
Government non-fee-paying school. They read to us in
their shipping container library whilst some of our

students taught English using work tasks. The teaching
generally is not very dynamic so we would like to think
that the teachers and children gained from our short stay with them.
Teaching English at Kwa Pitela

Mr J Young
Outdoor Activities
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Ten Tors 2017
There are four BCS teams in training this year, 2 x 35 miles, 1 x 45 miles
and 1 x 55 miles. We have completed most of our Ten Tors training
practising navigation and camp craft practice on the Mendips, in the Black
Mountains and on Dartmoor with one more weekend to go (21st – 23rd
April) before the main event in May.
The weather conditions have varied which is good
experience for the pupils and students.
The
Mendips was a cold frosty start taking in beautiful
scenery but not too hilly. The Black Mountains were
a little more challenging but getting to the top of
Table Mountain and Sugar Loaf was a fantastic
experience for all albeit very chilly. Dartmoor 1 was
horrendous, very wet and a cold wind. They all
coped admirably especially when it came to setting
up camp, putting tents up in those conditions is no
mean feat. They all had a good night and rose early
the next morning to complete their navigation
finishing in good time to head home for the rugby,
which was a bonus for all including staff!
Dartmoor 2 was dry and sunny but with a very cold
wind. Having set off nice and early we all had a
varied experience of avoiding the marshy bogs
whilst balancing on tufts of elephant grass. Mr
Brewer thought I was having a rest when I had
actually lost my footing and ended up on my
bottom. This resulted in very wet muddy feet and
for some legs too. Camp was a more pleasant
experience setting up in the sunshine and eating
outdoors was a happier moment for all. Having had the
chance to help out on with the Ten Tors training, I am in
awe of their spirit and tenacity and have thoroughly
enjoyed being a part of it all
Please visit the school website www.beechencliff.org.uk
for more information and click on the Facebook link to
view the videos and photographs.
I wish them every success for the event on the 6th and 7th
May.
Mrs D Miles
Ten Tors Staff Support Team
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Food Technology
Bath and North East Somerset Young Chef Competition 2017
It has been another busy term in Food Technology !
This year we have started a new GCSE entitled Food Preparation and Nutrition. We set the boys the
challenge set by BANES Young Chef Competition 2017, then held some heats in schools. Mathew
Cameron-Smith, Arthur Howard, Kai Fortune, and Jacob Morton, took part in the final at school.
Then Arthur and Jacob went to Bath College to take part in the final in which they competed against
other students in BANES.
It was really great to
see such enthusiasm
and passion for
cooking among the
young chefs and the
standard
was
extremely high. The
judges were very
Arthur made- lentil soup and de-constructed apple crumble and Jacob made Chicken stir fry
impressed to see
and lemon mousse.
how all finalists
adapted to new surroundings, remaining calm and focused. Well done again to Arthur and Jacob the
judges were very impressed with their entries.
I think you will agree the presentation of both dishes is superb.
It was an amazing achievement by all the boys who took part.

Royal Navy Chefs visit
Mr Forrest arranged for the Royal Navy chefs to come into school to do some work with the Year 10
Food pupils. They gave an excellent talk on careers in the Navy. They also covered lots of skills
needed for the new GCSE including portioning a chicken and filleting a fish.

And finally…..if you have any empty biscuit, ice-cream containers or sweet tins for us to use in the
Department these will be gratefully received. Any baking, cookery utensils, gadgets or tea towels
that you no longer use are always welcome !
Lisa Roberts, Sara Hayes and Lesley Jones.
The Food Technology Team.
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English
English Language and Literature A Level Trip to Paris
During this inaugural trip to Paris, we managed to pack an impressive amount in, including; Jardin
du Luxembourg, the views from Tour Montparnasse, Petit Palais, the Louvre, a sparkling Eiffel
Tower, Montmartre, the Marais district and Bastille, Notre Dame…not to mention an impromptu
encounter with the local rat community….
The students’ views:
‘It was nice to experience a new culture and see so many great sights.’
‘The trip helped me to visualise the Paris we have been studying from our anthology as I witnessed
great diversity from the Petit Palais to the Sacre Coeur’
‘It was brilliant and makes me want to return a lot in the future. The sights and the whole
atmosphere and scenery of Paris were fantastic. We went shopping and the style of the shops was
amazing. The tour de Montparnasse was incredible and the view was phenomenal.’

Great fun and an experience I know the students are drawing on in the run up to their exams.

Mrs C Davis
English
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Geography

Year 8 Coasts Trip
To Lulworth Cove, Stair Hole and Durdle Door on the
Jurassic Coast of Dorset.

Optional RIB Boat trip £4

Thursday 18th and Friday 26th May 2017
100 places available, 50 students each day.
First come first served
(Trip costs £24.00. Please make payments via parent pay to secure a place. Boat ride £4 on the day)

Look out for letters from your tutor or see a Geography teacher
Durdle Door

Man o War Bay
Stair Hole
Lulworth
Cove

RIB Boat ride

A day on the beach to consolidate your Year 8 coastal studies unit looking at the
formation of headlands, bays, sea arches, stacks, stumps and blow holes.

Geography is all about getting outside and seeing the textbook in reality. Get
your name down for the trip!
R Anstey, March 2017
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History
Year 7 Medieval Feasting
Last week, during 29th and 30th March our Year 7 boys
enjoyed some Medieval Feasting in the School Refectory
as part of their History studies.
Some boys seem to enjoy the experience of tasting
medieval style food more than others!

Mr R Tobin
Head of History
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Literacy
Word of the Week – Week Commencing 3rd April : Parallel
=
(Lines, planes and surfaces) side by side and having the same distance continuously between
them.
=

occurring or existing at the same time or in a similar way.

Use it:
The dancers waited in two parallel rows for the curtain to go up.
Despite having been separated for years, the twins had lived remarkably parallel lives.
The teacher drew a parallel between the today’s economy and that of the 1920s.
Spell it:
Visualise the parallel lines
If you forget whether the double goes in the middle or at the end,
remember that:
all train lines run parallel to each other
Mrs L leonardi
Literacy Co-oridnator

Languages
Montpellier Exchange
Last week saw the 2nd part of the French exchange to
Montpellier, when around 30 pupils from Beechen and
Hayesfield hosted the French pupils. We had already spent a
week with our partners in October last year in Montpellier so
everyone already knew their exchange partner well.
The French arrived early on Friday evening and we spent the
weekend with our partners showing them around Bath and
other local areas of interest. Mrs Merrett also organised
some activities for us all to do together, such as a pizza
evening out and a trip to Oxford, which was wonderful. The
weather in Oxford was amazing and we all had a great time showing our exchange partners around
Christchurch and eating fish and chips at a traditional English pub. The day ended with a town trail
on which we had to work together with our exchange partners in both French and English.
Overall, it was a very enjoyable week and I would highly recommend it to anyone studying French
and thinking about taking part in the exchange; my French has really improved and I know that
many of us have made friendships that will last forever.
Mrs J Merrett
French
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Maths Department
2017 so far in Maths…
Since the turn of the year our pupils and students of Years 11, 12 and 13 have been focusing on the
build up to their summer exams. Attendance at after school revision sessions has been really
encouraging and a huge amount of progress is being made. I would urge all those with summer
exams to make sure they use the Easter holidays well and come back to school in April full of
questions for their teachers. A reminder of those revision sessions:
Year 11:
Sixth Form:

Thursdays 3.30pm – 4.30pm in M2 and M5
Tuesdays 3.30pm – 4.30pm in M4

CIPHER Challenge
As ever we had a strong turnout in this year’s event, with several boys invited to attend a local talk by
NetCraft (sponsors of the Cipher Challenge) about current aspects of web security. For the first time
ever we had a team of students invited to the Awards ceremony – huge congratulations to Patrick
Akbar and Seth Hayward who won a Bronze Medal and had a day out at Bletchley Park. I would like
to thank all boys who got involved this year – let us see if we can win it out right next year!
Maths Inspiration Lectures
Twenty-four of the Lower Sixth Mathematicians attended this year’s Maths Inspiration Lectures, we
have had super curricular talks from Jane White and Professor Chris Budd (both from the University
of Bath) exploring the importance of Maths in a variety of aspects of life involving medicine, sailing
and computing, and last week we had a video crew in from the Further Maths Support Programme
working with three Sixth Form classes, producing training videos to help teachers develop aspects of
the new A Level curriculum.
Maths Extracurricular events
Back before Christmas, Wesley Downing sat the Senior British Maths Olympiad, and did extremely
well achieving a Merit award. This genuinely is quite an achievement!
In addition, Year 10 boys attended a day at Bath University entitled ‚Maths if for everyone‛, and last
week a team of Year 10 boys took part in the regional Maths Feast at Ralph Allen School.
Every year the talent, hard work and enthusiasm of our pupils amazes me – well done!

Have a good Easter!
Mr E R Gill
Head of Maths
edwardgill@beechencliff.org.uk
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Year 10 Maths Feast Competition
On Monday, 20th March, two teams of elite Year 10
mathematicians arrived at Ralph Allen to take part in a
morning of mathematical competition. One team
contained Arthur Mawer, Ben Tidswell, Ben Jones and
Nirmal Falzoni, the other contained Jack Wosika,
Thomas Henly, Isaac Grothier and William KearneyMitchell.
We spent all morning completing five rounds of mathematical challenges against the clock against
teams from other schools across the region, both state and independent schools. The teams both
performed brilliantly and between them won four of the five rounds. Unfortunately scores in the last
round allowed another team to overtake us thus causing one team to come second by a point and the
other team to come third.
All the pupils had an excellent morning of Maths and I would like to say thanks to Jack Wood in the
Lower Sixth for agreeing to come along and supervise another team.
Well done to all involved.
Mr N Smith
Maths Department
Intermediate Maths Challenge
Twenty-nine boys from Years 11 and 32 from Year 10 took part this
year’s Intermediate Maths Challenge, with 16 Gold, 30 Silver and 14
Bronze certificates awarded. One boy from Year 11 (James Morris)
and one from Year 10 (Tom Powell) both qualified for the
prestigious British Maths Olympiad (a three hour paper) and a
further eight boys qualified for the Pink Kangaroo. Tobias Healy,
Miles Roberts, Hansen Han and Henry Grendon from Year 11, and
Ben Tidswell, Ethan Wood, Ben Massie, Thomas Henly, William
Kearney and Arthur Mawer from Year 10, all qualified for the
European Kangaroo Paper.
At the time of going to press we are still waiting for these results

10 A1 Intermediate Maths
Challenge 10A1

Congratulations to all those who worked so hard on this and
especially to James Morris who achieved the best score overall.
In addition, selected Year 7 and Year 8 pupils will have a chance at
the Junior Maths Challenge on Thursday 27th April 2017.
Further details can be found on the Challenges page on the Maths
Website:
http://beechencliffmaths.weebly.com/
Password: bcs
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STOP PRESS
The British Maths Olympiad results have just arrived by email.
James Morris was awarded a Distinction and Tom Powell a Merit.
Further, James Morris came in the Top 100 in the UK and is awarded a medal.
This is a rare and outstanding achievement and I pass on my congratulations to James.
Mr J Henly
Maths Challenge Coordinator

Maths Olympiad Medal Winners
Top 100 students in the UK
2017 James Morris
2013 Connor Headen
2010 Joe Hansard
2008 Ben Prudden
2008 Tom Willis
2003 Mark Willis

Intermediate
Junior
Junior
Intermediate
Junior
Junior

Mr J Henly
Maths Challenge Coordinator

Music
Annual School Concert
The department has seen another busy term both in and out of
the classroom with lots of practical coursework being recorded
and public performances to prepare for.
The Annual School Concert took place on Wednesday 7th and
Thursday 8th March. Once again we were fortunate enough to
take advantage of the large space and fine acoustics of St Luke’s
Church. Both concerts were a great success with many
favourable comments being received from parents, staff and
pupils alike. Over the two nights the musicians played to nearly
200 people and a copy of the concert programme can be found
below.
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School Concert Programme
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Mid-Somerset Festival
The School Concert Band joined forces with Hayesfield School to compete in
the Mid-Somerset festival on Friday 9th March in the Roper Theatre of the
West Wing. The combined group produced an ensemble totalling nearly 70
players and the whole experience was very enjoyable and musically
satisfying. Our ‘10 minute slot’ allowed us to perform Livin la Vida Loca,
Creed and Shrek Dance Party. The adjudicator was very favourable in his
comments and awarded the overall performance a ‘distinction’. Sadly, on this
occasion we didn’t take first place, but the real winner was having the
opportunity to play in such a large group to an appreciative audience.
Since Christmas, we have had two ‘music weeks’ in assembles. Both were in the the penultimate
week of terms three and four respectively. In February Wesley Downing (senior musician) played a
variety of trumpet solos ably accompanied by Mr Sillem. The music was performed very well and
created a calming atmosphere for the start of each assembly.
During the week of 27th March, individuals from the Lower
Sixth A-level music group all took responsibility for
delivering music in one of the five assemblies. On the first
three days, William Hegarty (bass guitar) Clemency Dyer
(electric guitar) and Harvey King (Drums) performed a ‘rock’
version of Chopin’s funeral march! On Thursday, Lea Ford
(violin) performed a wonderful rendition of Meditation by
Massenet accompanied by Mr Sillem. On the final day Alex
Morriss took responsibility for organising a saxophone
quartet to play ‘Entry of the Gladiators’. All performances
were well received by the Lower School pupils.
As we get near the end of term we are busy doing final performance recordings and finishing touches
to composition coursework for both GCSE and A level pupils. I would be grateful if parents could
check with any Year 11 pupils and Sixth Form students studying music that they have completed all
their relevant coursework!
Finally may I take this opportunity to thank Mrs Nourse and all the Peripatetic Music Staff for their
dedication and hard work. I would also like to thank Wesley Downing (Senior Musician), and
Corben Lamb for all their help and support with extra-curricular activities.
We look forward to the challenges exam season will bring and also to the joint music tour to Austria
with Hayesfield School in July.

Mr P E Calvert
Head of Music
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PSHE
Theme of the Week - Easter
Theme of the week this week is focusing on Easter.
Christians believe Jesus was crucified on Good Friday and rose again three days later. The
three days are known as the Easter Triduum.
The Easter season begins on Ash Wednesday - the first day of Lent. Lent lasts 40 days - if
you leave out the six Sundays in between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday - and is a
time when Christians fast, or give up a particular food or vice. The fasting period is to remember
when Jesus went into the wilderness and fasted for 40 days.
Ash Wednesday takes place after Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, when rich foods like eggs are
used up before Lent and the fasting period begins.
The Easter week, also known as Holy Week, and includes Maundy Thursday, which marks the Last
Supper Jesus had with his 12 disciples.
Easter does not have a fixed date. Easter feast days are moveable days, in that they don't fall on a
fixed date in the normal Gregorian or Julian calendars, which follow the cycle of the sun.
Easter instead is determined by the lunar calendar, which is based on the phases of the moon.
The Spring, or March, Equinox is the moment the sun crosses the celestial equator – the imaginary
line in the sky above the Earth’s equator – from south to north.
So, in Western Christianity, Easter will always fall between 22nd March and 25th April.
The chocolate eggs are a symbol of new life, used as a symbol of Jesus' resurrection on
Easter Sunday. They can also be seen to represent Spring and celebrate rebirth and
reinvigoration after the harshness of winter.
This is why we see lots of chicks, lambs and other cute animals - it reminds us of the continuation of
life.
And commercially it is a massive deal - retailers and manufacturers love to get in on the holiday and
persuade us to part with our cash by buying Easter eggs, cards and anything depicting rabbits.
The cross on the top of our Hot Cross Buns represent the crucifixion of Christ and the spices inside
remind Christians of the spices put on his body.
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/history-of-easter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZ4gQniUVO8

Mrs A Wilmot
PHSE Co-ordinator
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Technology
RC Club Competition
On Tuesday, 28th March we took six students to the Land Rover Jaguar 4x4 in School National Finals
held at Silverstone Race Circuit. The team won the South West Regional Finals and was made up by
Henry Webb (Year 11), Nicholas Joinson (Year 11), Jude Andon (Year 11), Zackariah Mecheri (Year
11), Charlie Case (Year 8) and Asa Priest (Year 7). Our team which had moved to Professional Class
to compete for a place in the World Finals in Abu Dahbi were put to the test on a gruelling and
technical track run and scrutinised by judges.
Although
performing
brilliantly
throughout the day they unfortunately did
not secure a place in the next stage.
However I would like to congratulate the
team on their engineering, passion and
hard work as a team. We look forward to
competing with a new and improved car in
2018.
I would also like to extend a special thanks
to our sponsors at Airbus, Netcraft and
Guy Salmon at Land Rover Jaguar in
Bristol, who loaned us two brilliant new
Discoveries for the event at Silverstone.

Miss T Isaac
Technology

Sport
Sports Results
Date

Fixture

Type

Result

Score

March

U16b Football v Bath Studio

Friendly

Won

8-0

Tues 28th March

U14a Football v Ralph Allen

League

Won

6-0

U15a Football v Ralph Allen

League

Won

5-0

U12 Millfield x-country relay

Friendly

2nd VII Netball tournament at City Academy

Tournament

1st VII Netball v Sexeys

Friendly

Lost

15-31

2nd VII Netball v Sexeys

Friendly

Won

12-11

U16 Basketball v Norton Hill

BaNES final

Won

101-26

Mon 27

th

Weds 29th
March
Thurs 30th March

Mr P Macdonald
Director of Sport
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Rugby
U18 Rugby Tour to Italy
Beechen Cliff’s U18 rugby squad recently broke off from their revision programme for brief tour of
Italy, playing two matches. The tour was planned as a celebration of a great deal of commitment,
dedication and hard work for the rugby players of the Upper Sixth – and for many, the culmination of
seven years of loyal service to the school since they arrived at Beechen cliff.
The group of 19 players flew to Venice, the strongest rugby region in Italy. One player Kieran Verden
arrived a day late having played for England U18s v Wales U18s on the Sunday. He joined us on our
sightseeing day in Venice; a day we all thoroughly enjoyed – an amazingly beautiful city. The rest of
the tour was focussed firmly on rugby, though. We stayed in a Sports Village with brilliant training
facilities, gyms and pools which helped us prepare thoroughly.
The first game was against a tough Venato Regional
Select XV ‘Il Dogi’. On a hard-baked pitch, the
opposition started strongly and pinned us in our own
half for an extended period. We defended resolutely,
but a well-constructed driving lineout from the home
team resulted in us going into the break 5-0 down. In
the second half, Arthur Hays astute kicking gave us
domination of territory and tries from Edward Rimmer
(2) Harry Short and Will Curtis meant that we
eventually pulled away to a 26-10 victory. Man of the
Match, Matthew North, contributed unselfishly to all the tries.
The second match was against a good club team, Grifoni
Oderzo RFC, again on a bare, dust-bowl of a pitch.
Beechen Cliff played superb open rugby from all parts of
the pitch, with forwards and backs demonstrating their
handling skills. The home team battled hard, but had no
answer to the skill of the Beechen players who eventually
won 38-0. Man of the Match, Joseph Spiller, was at the
heart of everything. Verden scored two tries, as did
Rimmer and flying winger Tyrone Davis scored a cracker.
The Italians have a strong rugby heritage and were great
hosts, protecting the traditions of after-match hospitality. Tour skipper Ned Newman presented the
opposition with Beechen Cliff Rugby ties and commemorative plaques.
A good time was had by all!
Mr S Turner
Rugby
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Football
Year 7 A Team Football
Despite some questionable pre-match food choices,
the A Team have had a 100% league season and have
established themselves as a force to be reckoned with
in the local area. A highlight was the win against
Wellsway which, in tempestuous conditions, was
secured with what was the very last kick of the game.
We have had a revolving cast of players and all have
approached their training and matches with an
infectious sense of enthusiasm and hunger for the
game… and Skittles.

Broadlands Academy(H)

11-0

Wellsway School (H)

2-1

Ralph Allen School (A)

16-0

Chew Valley School (A)

11-0

P4. W4.D0.L0
GF: 40 GA: 1 GD: 39

We look forward to the BANES final against the Beechen Cliff Atletico team before the Easter holiday.
A Team appearances:
Dominic Law,Guy Donovan, Max Alleyne, Kiaran French, Jake Jefferies, Cameron Benjelloun, Joseph
Dali-Kemmery, Harley Prior, Kami Doyle, Roan Isaac, Jack MacLennan, Oliver Lewis, Mitchell
Sheppard, Jacob Clemmit,, Max Hammond, Kane Roberts, Samuel Millar,

U12 Atletico
Starting life out as the Year 7 B team – it became
quickly apparent that this group of players were far
from being a B team. At the start of the season
opposition teams were convincingly dispatched.
Not only was there high quality of football but
more importantly the team became greater than the
sum of its parts. As the games became increasingly
more challenging, the players’ hard work,
disciplined shape and understanding of their roles,
resulted in victories in every matches played. At
the time of going to print the team has reached the
Area Cup Final – playing against Beechen Cliff’s A
team!

Opposition

Won/Drawn/Lost Score

Clifton

Won

7-0

Churchill

Won

10-0

Millfield

Won

11-1

QEH

Won

5-1

Somervale

Won

11-0

St Gregorys

Won

3-0

Oldfield

Won

3-0

Writhlington

Won

2-1

Norton Hill

Won

1-0

Core and significant contributions to the team have
been from Kane Roberts, Sam Millward, Harvey Vellacott, Alfie Kelston, Evan Middlebrook, Joshua
Gleghorn, Edward Mawer, Lewis Headon and Findley Miller. Others who have also made important
contributions include Luke Game, Finn Holt, Harrison Jones, Thomas Meharg, Samuel Millar,
Brandon Ellam, Thomas Young, Joshua West, Zachariah Burns and Charlie Stevens.

Mr P Watts
Deputy Headmaster
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Football (Under 12 C, D, E)
The boys of the C, D and E squad have enjoyed a number of ‘impromptu’ matches, as well as
successful encounters against Westbury (Matravers School) and Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital School.
The short Football Tournament to Paignton in March proved to be very successful; an opportunity for
the boys to take on very strong opponents from St Peter’s High School in Exeter, Torquay Boys’
Grammar School and Churston Grammar. Each of the teams played eight matches during the
tourand the number of victories and defeats ‘evened’ out. The pleasure involved in playing football
was possibly equalled by the fish and chip experience which brought proceedings to an end,
however. The boys conducted themselves exceptionally well and left a very positive impression of
their school at each venue. I could not ask for more.
Mr A Davies
Headmaster

Year 9 ‚A‛ team Football.
Whilst some of the school teams are playing their final games the U14 ‚A‛ team still has two games to
play, both finals.
First is the BANES league final, our opposition yet to be decided. The second is the Somerset Cup
Final, again the opposition is unknown.
As part of our celebrations we have our tour to Italy. Let’s hope it is as successful as the season has
been so far. We’ve had only one defeat, this in the 5th round of the national cup.
Well done to all of the boys who have played some excellent football, often on poor quality pitches.

Mr S Shaw

U15s Football 2016/2017
The U15 football team has seen some highs and lows this season.
Staying unbeaten in the BaNES league and reaching the Quarter final in the Somerset Cup, just losing
out to a strong and very organized Crispin School side.
Even though with a couple of disappointing results, the team has always consistently performed
strongly, and it has been very pleasing to see the way the players have bonded and supported each
other as a squad.
I have enjoyed coaching the team and look forward to developing them next year.

Mr N Quintin
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Year 11 Football
The Year 11 football team have had another good year but an early defeat in the Somerset Cup before
Christmas has taken the shine off the season. Not having the chance to defend the title from last year
put a big focus on the ESFA and the team were unlucky to go out in the 5th round to a strong side
from Southampton.
The team have won the BANES title for the last four
years and are hoping to make it five in a row with a
win over Norton Hill in the final in a couple of weeks
time. The highlight of the season was the ESFA win
over Millfield, making it four wins in a row against
the sporting giants.
It has been a great couple of years with the team and I
am sure the boys will go onto further success under
the guidance of Mr Walker next year.

Mr P Macdonald
Director of Sport

1st XI

The 1st XI has enjoyed a very successful season and still has the Somerset Cup Final to look forward
to!
With many of the players having very positive experiences in the English Schools Cup competition
lower down the school, spirits were high heading into this years U19 competition. A victory over
Downend School in round 1 followed by a closely fought victory away at Bishop Wordworth’s School
saw Beechen sail into round 3. Here, Beechen ran into eventual finalists, Millfield School, when
unfortunately on a day with key players missing, Millfield were too strong and ran out worthy
winners. A disappointing end to the cup run but undeterred, the players refocused and made the
Somerset Cup a real target.
Round 1 of the County Cup saw Beechen comfortable winners over Sexey’s School (5-0). The boys
were really beginning to settle and confidence was certainly building. However, the next round
proved to be a tricky affair. On a day where the conditions played their part, Beechen showed their
experience and class to beat a strong Kings Taunton side 2-0. Jake Elliot and Finlay Dewar both had
exceptional performances along with a neat finish from Ben Bradley that helped the boys over the
line.
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The semi-final saw Beechen Cliff try to avenge their early season defeat to Millfield. With confidence
high, Beechen travelled to Street knowing nothing short of a perfect performance would do. Playing
for much of the game without the ball, Beechen Cliff showed outstanding resilience and displayed
brilliant counter attacking football. In a game that had everything, Beechen Cliff ran out 3-1 winners!
The final now beckons in the coming weeks against Chew Valley at Street FC.
In and amongst the cup competitions, Beechen Cliff have dominated in a local league and played
numerous friendlies. Scoring 60 goals already this season, the firepower of Ben Bradley, Adam
Bouchama and Finlay Dewar has been too hot to handle this season. A 10-0 win over local school St
Gregory’s epitomized the attacking prowess of the team this season. A 13-0 victory over Marlborough
College was another highlight.
What has been wonderful to see this season is the number of students who have represented the 1 st
XI. The strength and depth of the squad has been outstanding and was proven with a very tough win
over Chew Valley in the league; possibly the toughest win of the campaign! The professionalism and
humility the players have shown over the course of the season has been tremendous.
The player of the season for the 2016-17 campaign is William Humphries. A loyal servant to Beechen
Cliff football, William has improved tremendously over the course of the season and is often the first
name on the team sheet. His work rate and quality on the pitch has been unwavering throughout the
season.
There are many players leaving us this season who have represented school football with steadfast
commitment. Ben Bradley, Harry Hankins, Thomas Easterbrook, Jake Elliot, Alex Wringer, Oscar
Booth, Finlay Dewar, Henry Rawlinson and Adam Bouchama all leave us this season. We wish them
every success in the future and we all hope they bow out of Beechen Cliff as Somerset Cup
Champions! Best of luck gentlemen!

Hockey
2016/2017 Season
The 2016/17 Hockey season here at Beechen has been an excellent one with strong results across the
board. The lower school has been fortunate to receive a talented influx of Year 7 players who have
shown plenty of promise and potential coming thirds in the Booker Shield and several players being
selected for representative teams. The future looks bright!
The Year 8 boys had a very tough fixture list, playing some of the strongest Hockey schools in the
country including Millfield and Dean Close. The boys have shown tremendous character in every
game they have played and proved to themselves they are capable of playing very good hockey
against high level opposition.
After a very successful 2015/16 season for the Year 9 boys, expectations were high for the coming
season. The boys opened up their campaign with two strong wins against local rivals Kingswood and
Clifton before playing some outstanding Hockey during the County Competition finishing second
and booking their ticket to the regional finals. On the day the boys struggled to move out of first gear
and against some quality opposition narrowly missed out on progressing to the next stage. Next year
boys!
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The Year 10 boys have had a frustrating season results wise but have played some excellent Hockey.
Performances against Warminster, Clifton, Colstons and Monkton all came right down to the wire
with only one of two goals separating the sides. The boys have proved to themselves they are capable
of beating these teams and should be proud of the improvement they have made.
At the senior level, the 1st XI have had a very successful season. With only four Sixth Formers in the
side, several Year 9 and 10 players have to had to step up and make their 1st team debuts. Despite
being the youngest side in the league, the boys have played some outstanding hockey led brilliantly
by Cameron Cottell whose defensive efforts were talismanic. The teams counter attacking style of
play led by the pace and athleticism of Archie Foster, Oliver Morris and Henry Rawlinson was
described by some opposition coaches as ‘devastating’ with notable wins against Warminster,
Monkton Combe, Colstons, Wells Cathedral and two draws vs Clifton and Prior Park. I also feel it
necessary to mention the younger additions to the team. Oliver de Glanville playing as a lone striker
showed experience and nouse beyond his years, menacing defenders and scoring some excellent
goals. In the midfield, the trickery and skill level of William Tucker and Daniel Squires troubled
defenders and they more than held their
own against physical, older boys.
Finally, the new addition of the 2nd XI
gave those boys looking for some social
Hockey the chance to play and have fun.
Their games were full of character and fun
and were enjoyable to umpire and coach.
Mr J Norton
Hockey

Spotters Easter Hockey Camp
Spotters Easter Camp will be running on
20th April at Beechen Cliff School for
hockey players between the ages of 7 and
15 years old. The camp provides high
quality, fun and enjoyable coaching with
skilled based sessions designed to
improve your child's hockey skills
whatever their ability. The camp utilises
proven, research based techniques and
treats your child as an individual,
increasing their knowledge of hockey and
boosting game awareness. These camps
are normally very popular and there are
limited spaces on this occasion, so please
book early to secure a place for your child.
For more details or to book your child's place please email spottershockey@yahoo.co.uk or see Mr
Harry Brooking for further information.
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Cricket
Cricket (Under 12)
The outdoor training began in February and we will be moving into nets as soon as we return. The
first matches will begin in May and I am expecting us to field a number of teams over the season.
Playing against the strongest independent school opposition and some of our local clubs, I very much
hope that every boy will get the chance to participate for his school.
Mr A Davies
Headmaster

Year 7 Cross Country Club
The club has been meeting most Thursday lunch times since the start of the year, and we have a
small, dedicated band of runners who brave all weathers to work on their speed and fitness.
Last week twelve boys (forming three teams of four) travelled to Millfield Prep school to take part in
their Year 7/8 relay event. Out of 16 teams at the event, our A team finished 8th, B team 11th and our
team 14th. It really was a high class event and the boys did themselves proud. We aim to return next
year, 12 months stronger, and push for a higher position.
A special note to the C team who were all awarded medals for finishing third in their category!
Mr E R Gill

Shooting
House Shooting
The Year 7 House Shooting competition took place on March 11th and featured some very good shots
from across the year. On this occasion Byron took the honours, scoring the highest aggregated points
total. Firing with rifles and a pistol, the boys had to put their skills to the test using different guns
and at slightly differing ranges.
The individual best shots were Jack Dodd, Byron (1st), Luke Charlwood, Chaucer (2nd), Sabien
Abeyesekera, Kipling (3rd).

Potterne – May, June and July
The Potterne shoots are amongst the most eagerly awaited in the shooting life of the school. Taking
place at a range near Devizes, the boys receive one hundred bullets, a 22 Ruger rifle, various fun
targets, and a meal of cheese and bread.. There are sixteen places available for each of the evenings
and there are still some places available on ParentPay.

Mr A Davies
Headmaster
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Netball
1st Team
This season has been a challenging one for
the Beechen Cliff 1st team- facing up to
some very strong teams in and around
Bath. Though we may not have secured as
many wins as we had hoped, a game was
never lost without a tough battle. We had
some great victories though, most notably
against Royal High, and five other teams in
the tournament in Bristol which was a
great way to end the season. It has been
delightful to welcome in our new recruits
from various schools, and to build on the quantity of training from last season- with coaching from
Harri-, a student at Bath University and netball player for Wales Under 21s. Despite losses, we have
maintained a tight-knit group of passionate players within a great social environment. I have been
particularly impressed by our Lower Sixth recruits: Eden Imrie, Sarah Wilkinson, Molly Matthews,
Alice Bradley and Kelly Read- and will greatly miss playing with my fellow Upper Sixth teammates
Harriet Prosser, Carla Thompson and Evelyn Heavens. I have no doubt that the Lower Sixth girls will
continue to dedicate themselves to promoting involvement in netball at Beechen Cliff, as well as
improving level of play for next year’s team. I would like to thank Mrs De Glanville, Mrs Merrett,
Miss Milland, Mrs Crumb, Miss Luscombe and Harri, for dedicating so much time to us and believing
in us unconditionally!
It has been a great honour to captain the team - Beechen Cliff Netball is certainly on the up!
Chloe Townsend-Williams
1st Team Captain

Tennis
Tennis Report – Easter 2017
The tennis season has now begun with the senior players in
action a couple of weeks ago.
The 1st team of Henry Chater, Callum Mock, Jake Young
and Ben Jones defeated St Peters Gloucester B team by 6
matches to 0 in the first round of the national cup. The
team is looking forward to the next round after Easter. Both
the 1st and 2nd teams are also looking forward to their
annual fixtures against Prior Park and Kingswood next
term.
Further, a few younger pupils have taken the opportunity
to have some tennis coaching with tt-tennis this term and I
hope they have enjoyed this opportunity.
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Next term…
After Easter all year groups will be action. Year 7/8 players will be playing in the U13A, B and C
fixtures and Year 9/10 players will be playing in the U15A and B fixtures.
Practices will take place after school from 3.30-4.30pm starting the week commencing 11th April. Year
7/8 on Mondays and Year 9/10 on Tuesdays. All players are welcome to attend these practices.
As well as these practices and fixtures against other schools pupils will have the opportunity to
compete in our annual inter-house tennis competition in June.
Also, we will run our annual U14 Road to Wimbledon competition for pupils in Year 8 and Year 9,
and, for the second time, an internal Year 7 competition too.
Finally tt-tennis will also be running coaching sessions again next term so look out for more
information on this too.
It promises to be a busy and exciting term of tennis ahead.
Mr T D Markall
i/c tennis

Bloomfield Tennis Club
Easter Camp 2017
Tuesday 11th – Thursday 13th April
Mini Tennis Camp

9.30am to 11.30am

Cost £10 per day (book online for multiday discount)
Red Ball (4 -8 years) Coaching Skills and playing games with competitions and prizes

Junior Tennis Camp

9.30am to 3.30pm

Cost £30 per day (book online for multiday discount)
Orange, Green and Yellow Ball (9 – 14 years) Technical and tactical Coaching and match play

20% Discount for Beechen Cliff Students
Book online www.tt-tennis.co.uk/bloomfield
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