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Welcome
We are delighted that you have decided to join Beechen Cliff Sixth Form. This handbook
contains important information to help you understand our expectations and the opportunities
available to you at Beechen Cliff, and how to communicate effectively during the course of the
two year study programme. Please read it carefully and refer back to it as often as you can.

Important Contact Details
We expect our Sixth Form students to be responsible for communicating with teachers and tutors.
Students should check school emails daily and attend compulsory weekly assemblies; as a great
deal of important information is communicated in these ways. Inevitably, parents will need to
communicate with the school for a whole variety of reasons and we welcome this.
School number: 01225 480466
Reporting Sixth Form Absence: 01225 485221
Mr J Oldham (Head of Sixth Form)
HeadofSixth@BeechenCliff.org.uk
Mrs S Ingram (Sixth Form Pastoral Manager)
Susie.Ingram@BeechenCliff.org.uk
Mr I Burnell (Deputy Head of Sixth Form)
Ian.Burnell@BeechenCliff.org.uk
Mrs A Jones (Sixth Form Attendance Officer)
Allison.Jones@BeechenCliff.org.uk
Mrs L Dobie (Sixth Form Admissions)
Linda.Dobie@BeechenCliff.org.uk
Mrs C Jones (PA to Head of Sixth Form and Future Horizons Coordinator)
Clare.Jones@BeechenCliff.org.uk
Miss K Mather (EPQ Coordinator)
Kim.Mather@BeechenCliff.org.uk
Mrs K Davison (Exams Officer)
Kate.Davison@BeechenCliff.org.uk
Please check the Sixth Form section of the Beechen Cliff website www.BeechenCliff.org.uk
regularly for other information. Emails will also be sent via Parent Pay.
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Sixth Form Tutors & Pastoral Care
At Beechen Cliff, the pastoral care extended throughout the school is very important to us.
Relationships between students and staff are strong and a caring, friendly atmosphere
pervades. Lower Sixth students are assigned a House tutor, the contact details for whom can
be found below. Mrs Ingram is the Sixth Form Pastoral Manager. She is based in the heart of
the Sixth Form Centre and is available to students and parents at any time.

Group

House

BY9

Byron

BY10

Byron

Tutor
Mrs J Merrett
Joanne.Merrett@BeechenCliff.org.uk
Miss O’Higgins

Room
Y2

Y1

Sarah.Ohiggins@BeechenCliff.org.uk
CH9

Chaucer

Miss R Wong

S2

Rachel.Wong@BeechenCliff.org.uk
CH10

Chaucer

Mr N Smith

Y6

Neil.Smith@BeechenCliff.org.uk
KP9

Kipling

Miss L Zuanella

Y3

Linda.Zuanella@BeechenCliff.org.uk
KP10

Kipling

Mr M Cooper

Y7

Marcus.Cooper@BeechenCliff.org.uk
ML9

Milton

Miss H Fisher

Y8

Hannah.Fisher@BeechenCliff.org.uk
ML10

Milton

Miss K Mather

Y5

Kim.Mather@BeechenCliff.org.uk
SH9

Shakespeare

Mr G Maxwell

Y9

Glenn.Maxwell@BeechenCliff.org.uk
SH10

Shakespeare

Mr E Gill
Edward.Gill@BeechenCliff.org.uk
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In the Lower Sixth, students meet their tutor daily. The tutor gets to know students personally, is
their first contact point for support, monitors attendance, gives out notices and letters and
encourages involvement in all Sixth Form opportunities. Each student is valued as an individual
with unique requirements and looking after you pastorally and academically according to your
own needs is our most important goal. Tutors also provide assistance with planning for leaving
school.
Over the course of the Lower Sixth, tutors will provide guidance in the following areas:
Sixth Form Standards
 Dress code
 Attendance and punctuality
 Personal organisation
Independent Learning
 Effective learning habits, behaviours and skills
 Revision planning, memorisation and examination technique
 Making the most of resources available to support learning
Pastoral Support
 Checking in with students regularly to ensure good mental and physical health
 Providing advice for students on all areas of sixth form life
 Providing a contact points for parents to talk to school
Belonging to the House, Sixth Form and School
 Getting to know fellow Sixth Formers and lower school pupils
 Representing the House, Sixth Form and School
 Participating in Sixth Form events
Future Horizons
 Planning for destinations after leaving school
 UCAS and apprenticeship applications
 Careers information
Extra-curricular & Super Curricular Opportunities
 Making the most of sport, art, music, drama, outdoor and other opportunities
 Stretching beyond A level curriculum
 Support with EPQ (where appropriate) and wider reading
Tutors are the first point of contact for parents, and write reports and references for students over
the two years of Sixth Form. In the Upper Sixth tutors meet students weekly to discuss UCAS
applications, future plans, revision and any pastoral matters. There continues to be a fortnightly
compulsory assembly. These arrangements give students a more university/college-like
independence.
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School Day & Study Facilities / Independent Learning Expectations
Lower Sixth students are expected to be in their Tutor Groups by 8.25am. If their day’s lessons
end before 12.15pm, they must undertake independent or group study in school until this time.
Students will have a timetable detailing their tutor times, lessons and independent study/reading
periods, but we also expect them to make their own study plans. A good rule of thumb is that
every hour of teaching time should be matched by an hour of independent study, be it
homework, revision during the course (as opposed to revision for exams), wider reading or
topping up on areas of A levels where extra work is required.
All Lower Sixth students will be taught about independent study in dedicated study skills
lessons when they join the Sixth Form and this will continue through the year for those who
would benefit from additional support. Students have access to a dedicated Sixth Form Silent
Study Area and a Group Study Area. They may also use the School Library. During the
examination season, and revision period leading up to it, the Study Areas are open for extended
hours and are staffed to ensure students have quiet study facilities and support as necessary.
During school holidays and at weekends Beechen Cliff Sixth Form students have special access to
Bath University Library at the Claverton Down campus. Students must apply for a permission
letter via the Sixth Form office email HeadofSixth@BeechenCliff.org.uk.
Sixth Form Games takes place from 2.15pm on Thursdays, although fixtures may require travel
earlier, and extra-curricular activities run throughout the week.
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Absence
There are various procedures to follow for absence:


Planned Absence: Students are not permitted to be absent from School without prior
permission and must complete a pink absence request form for permission to be absent
from lessons (available in the Sixth Form Office). This form requires the relevant teachers
to authorise absence and to let the students know what work they need to catch up on. The
completed form should be given to Mrs Jones (Sixth Form Attendance Officer).



Holiday requests: All holidays should be booked during the school holidays - see the
school website for term times. Students should not miss any time from their A Level
courses and permission should be sought in advance from the Head of Sixth Form if
necessary.



Illness: Parents must let the school know if their son/daughter is absent due to illness or
other unforeseen circumstances.



Part-time work: Students should not commit to any work during the hours of the normal
school day (8:25am-3:15pm).



Driving lessons: Students should not commit to lessons during the hours of the normal
school day (8:25am-3:15pm).

The Sixth Form Attendance Officer is Mrs Jones Allison.Jones@BeechenCliff.org.uk
Tel: 01225 485221

Sixth Form Drivers
Newly qualified drivers must inform Mrs Ingram of their car registration details if using a car for
transport to school. Sixth Form may only park in Alexandra Park or on the nearby Avenues.
Parking on the school site is strictly prohibited.
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Poor Attendance Procedure
All students are expected to attend all lessons unless there is a valid reason. Student/parents
must contact the Sixth Form Attendance Officer if they are missing a lesson. Students are
expected to have an attendance of 95%.
If we become concerned that there is an issue with student attendance their tutor will contact
parents. The matter may then be escalated to the Deputy Head of Sixth Form, Mr Burnell, who
may then place students on an Attendance Report for a two week period.
The Attendance Report is a card which students must ask teachers to sign at the start of each
lesson. In addition the student must report to the Deputy Head of Sixth Form at the start and end
of each school day and go to the Sixth Form Study Area during independent study periods where
they should ask the member of duty staff on duty to sign the card.
If attendance remains a concern after the student has been on Attendance Report, the matter will
then become more serious. In such cases, Mr Oldham will contact parents and request a meeting
with them and the student to discuss the viability of a continued place in the Sixth Form.
If parents have any concerns regarding attendance, they should contact their son/daughter’s tutor
in the first instance.
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Sixth Form Dress Code
Sixth Form students are required to dress smartly and have a duty to set a good example to
pupils in the lower school. Tutors will check that tutees are correctly dressed in the morning and
will send them home to change if they are not complying with the code. A good test is for
students to ask themselves whether they would wear their choice of clothes to a job interview. All
students must wear formal business-wear appropriate for a conservative workplace:
For male students, this means a dark suit or a jacket with suit-style, tailored trousers, and a
buttoned shirt with collar and a tie. Shirts should be tucked in and top buttons must be fastened.
A plain jumper or cardigan may be worn in addition to (not instead of) a jacket and shoes should
be smart leather or leather-style.
For female students, this means a dark suit or a jacket with a suit-style, tailored pair of trousers,
smart dress or smart skirt with dark tights, and a blouse or shirt. Dresses and skirts must be of a
respectable length (just above the knee or below). A plain jumper or cardigan may be worn in
addition to (not instead of) a jacket and shoes or boots should be smart leather or leather-style.
The following items are not permitted:


Corduroy, leather, denim, or jean-style trousers, jackets or skirts



Shorts or cargo pants



Stretchy-style miniskirts



Leggings



Vest/strappy/see-through tops



Polo shirts



Polo-necked jumpers



Designer logos



Hoodies or sweatshirts



Trainers, flip flops, Ugg-style boots or Converse-style shoes

Hair must be of a natural colour and extreme hairstyles are not permitted. One piercing per ear
and/or one nose stud is allowed. No other piercings, including stretchers, are permitted. Beechen
Cliff branded sports kit is available to purchase and students are encouraged to wear this rather
than commercial sports brands. Changing rooms are available for kit change prior to and after a
sporting fixture or training session. Students should not wear sports kit (including Beechen Cliff
branded) at any other time.
All decisions relating to dress code ultimately lie with the Head of Sixth Form.
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PSHE Programme (Personal, Social & Health Education)
During the two years in the Sixth Form, students are introduced to a whole range of PSHE
materials through assemblies with expert speakers and follow-up discussions within their tutor
groups. The PSHE programme is designed to promote self-esteem and emotional well-being, to
help the formation and maintenance of positive relationships and to encourage healthy, safer
lifestyles.
Subjects covered during Sixth Form


Mental Health Awareness



Drugs



Alcohol abuse



Meningitis Trust



Teenage Cancer Awareness



Managing stress during exams



Healthy relationships (including LGBTQ)



PREVENT Duty



eSafety



STIs, Freshers Flu and other common Health issues at University



Finance



Preparation for university/apprenticeship or employment
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Houses
All members of Beechen Cliff are assigned to one of the five Houses: Byron, Chaucer, Kipling,
Milton and Shakespeare. There are two Sixth Form tutor groups in each House and we aim to
ensure that students feel a sense of belonging to the House as well as their tutor group and the
Sixth Form as a whole.
In the first term, tutor groups often work together to arrange a trip or activity for their House.
This is followed by a range of opportunities to represent the House in competitions organised by
the House Captains.
Events are in a range of fields, from rugby to University Challenge, code breaking to netball, so
there is something for everyone. The House system also provides an opportunity for Sixth Form
students to build links with the rest of the school, by arranging their own and taking part in
events for lower school, for example, by supporting lower school teaching groups in their A
Level subject areas.
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Student Leadership
The Senior Student Team is made up by members of the Upper Sixth and comprises the Head
Boy and Girl, their Deputies, a group of Senior Prefects and House Captains. Their purpose is to
lead the School, embodying Beechen Cliff’s core values and acting as role models for the student
and pupil bodies. There are also Arts, Sports, Music, Equality and Languages Captains and
Society Chairs. In the Lower Sixth, two students from each of the 10 tutor groups represent their
peers via the Lower Sixth Forum.
We encourage all students to applying for these positions, as well as to form new
societies/groups within sixth form in subjects or areas they feel passionate about to develop their
repertoire of skills and to inspire and mentor lower school students. Sixth Form societies include:












Bank of England
Challenge
Book Club
Centurion
Christian Union
Code Breaking Club
Combined Cadet
Force
Debating Club
Duke of Edinburgh
Economics Society
Elite Maths Club2
Tir-y-Cwm













Equalities Team
Film Club
Football
Hockey
MEDSoc
Mental Health
Ambassadors
Model United
Nations
Mountaineering
Music
Netball
Zumba

12










Philosophy
Rowing
Rugby
STEMSoc
TEDx
Ten Tors
Tennis
The Tycoon
Enterprise
Competition

Mock Examinations & Reporting Progress
Throughout the year there are reports and parents’ evenings when teachers provide feedback on
academic progress. The provisional dates for these are:


Lower Sixth Progress Reports: November 2018



Upper Sixth Progress Reports: November 2018



Upper Sixth Parents’ Evening: December 2018



Lower Sixth Parents’ Evening: February 2019



Mock Exams for Upper Sixth: January 2019



Upper Sixth Mock Results published: January 2019



Upper Sixth Full Reports: March 2019



Mock Exams for Lower Sixth: May 2019



Lower Sixth Mock Results published: May 2019



Lower Sixth Full Reports: June 2019

Reports will be available electronically on the school ePortal system. For those new to Beechen
Cliff access arrangements to ePortal will be provided in September. Please consult the website at
the start of term when actual dates will be confirmed.
All exams queries should be emailed to our Exams Officer, Mrs Davison.
Email Kate.Davison@BeechenCliff.org.uk.
Alternatively, students may see Mrs Davison in her office on the top floor of the main building.
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The Super Curriculum & Inspiring Stories
The Super Curriculum is Beechen Cliff’s range of opportunities aimed at enriching students’
academic experiences, developing and challenging their thinking, and inspiring them beyond the
formal curriculum. The most competitive universities expect students to have researched and
read beyond the scope of their A-Level specifications and the Super Curriculum also provides
stimuli to do this. Throughout the academic year there are a range of events, information and
input from the school and external bodies, principally through the following:


The Super Curricular Bulletin - issued monthly and containing listings of local events,
lectures and exhibitions, ideas for reading material and suggestions of online resources, all
with the aim of enhancing students’ learning in their subject areas. All students and
parents receive an electronic copy of the Bulletin.



The Super Curricular Lecture Series – a weekly lecture on Tuesdays or Wednesdays at
3.30pm, often delivered by an external speaker from a university or industry on a topical
subject of their research, academic interest or application of knowledge beyond the A-level
specification. These are free to attend and refreshments are provided. Parents are also
welcome to attend.



Inspiring Stories – biannual talks individuals with a great story to tell about their life and
give advice to Sixth Formers on how to make the most of their time.

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
The EPQ is an AS level qualification which challenges students to write an extended essay (or
produce an artefact and a shorter essay) on a topic of their choosing. Usually this draws together
elements of their A-level studies, but must be beyond the formal specification. Examples of past
projects range from ‘Why are racehorses more susceptible to stomach ulcers than other horses?’
to ‘The importance of espionage in World War II’ and from ‘The development of the Japanese
writing system’ to ‘The psychopathic mind: born or made?’.
Requiring extensive research, reading and independent work, the EPQ provides evidence of
Super Curricular engagement and is highly rated by all universities. All Sixth Form students may
apply to undertake an EPQ and there are strict requirements relating to predicted/working
grades and deadline adherence. Students are supervised by a member of staff with expertise in
their field of choice and will also receive timetabled teaching on study skills, referencing and
essay writing.
For more information about EPQ, please contact Miss Mather (Kim.Mather@beechencliff.org.uk
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TEDx Beechen Cliff School
Each year Beechen Cliff Sixth Form students put on their own TEDx event to share what they
consider “Ideas worth sharing”, the TED strapline. As one of only a few state schools nationally
to run TEDx events we are proud of our students who amaze us each year with their ability.
The 2018 theme is ‘Frontiers’ and the students invited speakers from diverse fields to explore this
idea in front of an audience of students, parents and VIPs. Please speak to the TEDx Leads for
more information.
In July 2017, Beechen Cliff Sixth Form students put on the TEDx event, themed ‘Future Proof’
The students invited 10 speakers connected intimately to Bath from diverse fields, including a
television presenter and leading academics from the University of Bath, as well as one of our own
Sixth Form students, to explore this idea in front of 100 lucky ticket holders.
The Sixth Form Lead will be recruiting into the TEDx Team throughout the year to pass the baton
between year groups. For those students that have developed their confidence and skills, and
wish to share an idea, they will then be able to speak at TEDxBeechenClIffSchool 2019.
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Extra-Curricular Activities
A big part of success at Beechen Cliff School is becoming a balanced individual who can manage
their own time to meet their academic demands whilst maintaining other interests. Extracurricular activities can also help to develop teamwork and leadership skills that are transferable
and widely sought by both universities and employers. To help students make the most of their
time at Beechen Cliff there are a wide range of extra-curricular activities on offer in which we
encourage students to take as active a role as possible.
Thursday afternoons are dedicated extra-curricular slots with large numbers of students using
the time to join one of the many sports teams. Outdoor activities such as Ten Tors and the Three
Peaks Challenge are also arranged throughout the year and involve large numbers of Sixth Form
students. Other opportunities include (but are not limited to): School Play, Model United
Nations, Debating Club, CCF and the Orchestra. Tutors will be able to give more information
about any extra-curricular activities in which students may be interested.
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Future Horizons

Future Horizons is the Sixth Form careers and higher education advice programme. Its aims are:


To inspire and educate students to be aspirational about their future;



To help students understand their choices when they leave the Sixth Form; and



To explain the steps students need to take to realise their aspirations.

The programme begins for prospective Sixth Form students in Year 10, with talks and
opportunities to find out more about where A-Level study can lead them. Once students have
settled into the Sixth Form, they are introduced to the Lower Sixth Future Horizons programme.
There are weekly talks from external speakers throughout the year, a Graduate Careers Showcase
event and follow-up sessions in tutor time.
Over the course of the year, all school leaving options are explored, including university, college,
apprenticeship and employment opportunities. Whilst some 90% of our Upper Sixth students go
on to university, we understand others will prefer a different route and we will ensure they are
well supported with their transition. The Lower Sixth Future Horizons spring season features
three headline events:


Why Go to University? A collapsed timetable day with external speakers addressing all
the options students have after school and the benefits of each.



Graduate Careers Showcase. A Saturday morning event with a keynote address from
Martin Birchall, Managing Director of High Fliers Research, the UK Graduate Careers
Survey, offering his insights on graduate recruitment, and a range of talks from graduates
showcasing their careers.



Higher Education Exhibition at University of West of England (UWE). An event
attended by all Lower Sixth students to gather more information on individual
universities and employers.



Apprenticeship Showcase. Students and parents are invited to an evening event where
organisations such as Amazing Apprenticeships, PWc, Wessex Water and Marks and
Spencer talk about their opportunities. In addition students are invited to the Bath
Apprenticeship Fair hosted by Bath College.
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Alongside these headline events, we have a diverse range of talks and input from universities,
local employers and individuals with professional perspectives to offer. There are also
opportunities for interviews with qualified Higher Education advisers.
After Easter, students and parents are prepared for summer university open days and for
submitting a UCAS application in the Upper Sixth, as well as exploring apprenticeship and
employment opportunities. Key milestones in this process include:


January – April (Lower Sixth)
o Researching universities, courses and graduate careers and booking university
open days.
o Curriculum Vitae creation, interview practice, researching and applying for
apprenticeships and/or full time employment.



June – July (Lower Sixth) Drafting personal statement, attending university open days,
completing initial sections of UCAS application online, information evening for parents



September – October (Upper Sixth) finalising personal statement, completing application
and submitting to school NB the deadline for Oxbridge/Medicine applications is 15th
October (deadline of 30th September for submission to school)



November (Upper Sixth) references added by school and completed application sent to
UCAS by school

This timeline ensures students can focus on revision for A-Level examinations in the Upper Sixth.
Students are provided with personalised UCAS support, including advice on courses and
universities and guidance on personal statements. Those not applying to university will be
provided for with a range of talks about apprenticeships and from employers offering schoolleaving packages.
Once students hoping to attend university have submitted their application and begin to receive
offers, there is a programme of advice and guidance, covering student finance, student
accommodation and selecting their final two university choices. This support carries on into the
summer, when students receive their A-level results and take up their places.
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Oxbridge & Medicine Programmes

The School has a strong track record of sending students to Oxford and Cambridge and into all
branches of Medicine. All those who show the academic potential and interest are provided
opportunities and support to prepare them for an application and interview. Many current
Beechen Cliff students will have already benefited from visiting the universities or attending
talks by Oxbridge/Medicine staff and Alumni by the time they reach the Sixth Form and new
students to the school are quickly brought up to speed.
Students are given access to a broad range of experiences to develop their understanding of the
institutions and courses and how to apply. These include:


A residential visit to Cambridge and day visits to Oxford



A range of Oxbridge/Medicine Alumni talks



BANES Oxbridge Conference in association with other local schools



Oxbridge/Medicine Admissions Staff visits



Specific Oxbridge/Medicine personal statement guidance



Interview skills and mock interview programme



Access to Oxbridge-educated teaching staff at the School and Alumni network



‘Questions from Cambridge’ – a programme of questions set by academics at Trinity Hall
College, Cambridge for students to work on during the Lower Sixth



‘The Oxford Medic’ – a programme of essays and tutorials run by Oxford Medicine
undergraduates for students looking to apply for Medicine

Our Super Curricular programme gives students many opportunities to develop their knowledge
and thinking beyond the A-Level programme, so crucial to successful applications.
Oxbridge/Medicine applicants past and present are encouraged to collaborate in the preparation
for entrance exams and interviews, sharing feedback and experiences to support one another.
This programme has seen success most recently with students going up to Cambridge to read
Veterinary Medicine at Girton College, Music at Corpus Christi College and Natural Sciences at
Churchill College, and to Oxford to read History at Balliol College, Theoretical Physics at
University College, Medicine at Corpus Christi and Biochemistry at University College.
MedSoc enables this group of students to learn from each other year on year, building and
passing on experience of work placements, interviews and exams techniques ensuring that all
applicants are as prepared as possible. As well as providing practical help, students can support
each other through what could be a stressful process. Working with the Head of Sixth Form and
Future Horizons Co-ordinator, MedSoc students invite various healthcare professional to come in
and talk to students to enhance their understanding of this broad field.
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Work Experience
All Lower Sixth students are strongly encouraged to undertake work experience in the summer
break between the Lower and Upper Sixth to support future job and university applications.
Research shows that only 5% of employers consider themselves ‘very likely’ to employ a
graduate with no work experience (High Flyers, 2017) and it is an important part of developing
students’ independence and maturity.
There are very few work activities that a student cannot do due to health and safety law. This can
be checked by contacting HSE’s Myth Buster Challenge Panel. The guidance on responsibilities
can be found at:
http://www.hse.gov.uk/youngpeople/workexperience/cutting-bureaucracy.htm#responsibilities.
In exceptional circumstances, a placement may be authorised during term time and students
should put a request for this in writing to Mr Oldham. If approved, they will need to complete a
Work Placement Agreement, which is signed by the employer, parents and the student.
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Beechen Cliff Sixth Form - 16 to 19 Bursary Fund
The 16 to 19 Bursary Fund is money the government has given to local authorities, schools,
colleges and other education and training providers (education institutions) to give to students
who need financial help to stay in education.
There are 2 types of 16 to 19 bursaries:


Vulnerable Bursary of up to £1,200 a year for young people in one of the defined
vulnerable groups



Discretionary Bursary that is awarded to meet individual needs

To be eligible for a bursary, students must be:


be aged 16 or over but under 19 at 31 August 2018



be aged 19 or over at 31 August 2018 and have an Education, Health and Care Plan
(EHCP)



be aged 19 or over at 31 August 2018 and continuing on a study programme they
began aged 16 to 18 (‘19+ continuers’)



meet the residency criteria in ESFA 2018 to 2019 academic year funding regulations for
post-16 provision



be participating in provision that is subject to inspection by a public body which
assures quality (such as Ofsted), the provision must also be either funded directly by
ESFA or by ESFA via a local authority



otherwise publicly funded and lead to a qualification (up to and including Level 3)
accredited by Ofqual or pursuant to Section 96 or the Learning and Skills Act 2000

There are additional criteria depending on which bursary you apply for:
Vulnerable Bursary
Students must be in one of the defined vulnerable groups:


in care



a care leavers



a young person aged 18 or above who was looked after prior to becoming 18 for a
period of 13 weeks consecutively (or periods of 13 weeks), which began after the age of
14 and ended after the age of 16



in receipt of Income Support, or Universal Credit in place of Income Support, in their
own right



in receipt of Employment and Support Allowance or Universal Credit and Disability
Living or Personal Independence Payments in their own right
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Discretionary Bursary
If you don’t fall into one of the vulnerable groups, but you need financial help for your
education, you can apply for a Discretionary Bursary. The school awards bursaries based on
genuine financial barriers to participate in education. The level of support is dependent on the
total funding received from the EFA and the number of applications received. The Head of Sixth
Form and Bursary Fund Administrator decide who gets a bursary, how much, when it’s paid and
can say what it should be spent on. Students who apply will be assessed individually and
awarded a bursary based on their actual financial need and circumstances.
A Discretionary Bursary will be offered for help with transport, books and equipment, field trips
and other course-related costs, attending university interviews, other interviews and open days.
Whilst the Discretionary Bursary can be used for transport costs where these are a barrier to
participation, it does not replace the statutory transport duty local authorities have.
If you would like to apply for a bursary please email Clare.Jones@BeechenCliff.org.uk for an
application form and to make an appointment to discuss your circumstances with the Bursary
Fund Administrator Mrs Clare Jones.
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Changing a Subject – Procedure
Students who decide to change their subject choices during the first four weeks of term will need
to submit an ‘A Level Course Change Request’ form to Mr Oldham by the end of September. This
form must be signed by the relevant teachers and parents before a new timetable will be issued.
An example of this form for this can be found in Appendix 4.

Computers, Email and Mobile Phones
WiFi & Computers: Students require access to a computer throughout their time at Beechen Cliff
and at home. Students can use their own laptops in all classrooms, study areas and the Sixth
Form Centre as these are Wi-Fi enabled. In addition there are a limited number of fixed
computers in both the Library and Group Study Area. Details of the Wi-Fi login will be supplied
to students in September. Parents should be aware that all internet search history on school
computers is monitored. Students will lose their school login facility if their internet usage is
deemed inappropriate.

Email: All students will receive a school email login in September. Parents should be mindful that
important information is sent to students in this way. Students must check their emails daily.

Mobile Phones: We expect Sixth Form students to be respectful with their use of mobile phones.
Students in the rest of the school are not permitted to use their phones during the school day. We
ask that Sixth Form students restrict their mobile phone use to the dedicated Sixth Form areas
only. We expect all Sixth Form students to keep their mobile phones on silent and in their bags
during lessons.
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Kipling Avenue, Bath BA2 4RE
Tel: +44 (0)1225 480466 www.beechencliff.org.uk
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