
Christmas 2019 





Message from the Headmaster 

It would not be possible to reflect on the term which has passed without acknowledging the 

tragedy in Cordoba which has had such an impact on so many across the school community. 

This Christmas our thoughts and prayers are very much with Max’s family and friends,           

reflecting as they will on the young man who was taken from us. 

Thoughts of others have been very much at the forefront of our Christmas assemblies at the end 

of term.  Mr Markall together with the sixth form students who went to Romania at half term,     

delivered a presentation related to the work they undertook amongst the Roma Community in 

the east of the country, helping those who are very much at the far fringes of society and often 

treated without the same respect which is forthcoming to others.  The inspirational message 

from the presentation asked our pupils and students to reflect on their own situations when 

compared with that of the communities encountered by those working in Romania. 

The PTA, always active in support of the School, have achieved a great deal over the term.  The 

new Sports  Hut is being built in the next few weeks, the base for which has now been laid.  This 

will have a number of uses, both sporting and social, the proceeds of the ‘Auction of Promises’ 

providing the funding to make it possible.  The PTA have again  run a very  successful ’Curry 

and Quiz Night’ and overseen the inaugural Christmas Market, providing funds for the local     

Food Bank.  We all owe a debt of gratitude to the PTA; their support over the years having 

raised so much to support the broader opportunities available across the School.  

The range of opportunities traditionally on offer at Beechen Cliff has been enhanced in recent 

months to allow pupils the chance to reach their creative potential.  The launch of the 

‘Anthology’ at the end of term gave everyone across the school the chance to read the works of 

some very talented young writers.  The theme of ‘Rise and Fall’ was explored by pupils and a 

panel of judges decided the pieces which made their way into the final published book. 

This event followed the ’Dear World’ activity,  an opportunity for boys in Year 7 and Year 8 to 

outline in letter form their thoughts about how we can impact positively on the planet.   It was 

very impressive to see the level of interest demonstrated, as well as some exceptional pieces of 

writing.  It should be added that this experience, together with a number of presentations  to   

pupils and practical initiatives was the product of the work of the Environmental Group,  a    

collaboration of Senior Students in the sixth form who have taken an interest in driving the 

School  forward  in helping all members of the community to recognise their roles in being 

‘stewards’ to the earth we inhabit.  It has been impressive to see this interest sustained  through-

out the year.  Senior Students and  member of the e-team  were instrumental in starting the 

‘Pledge of  Respect’, a document which now takes pride of place in the main school corridor.   



The pledge has been signed by members of every tutor group, sixth form , staff , governors and 

representatives from many organisations in the City, establishing a clear expectation of how we 

can  all act towards each other in a way which will create a harmonious society, at ease with itself 

and comfortable with the difference which exists between us all. 

The school maintains its commitment to build character in addition to making sure our pupils 

leave with strong GCSE and A level outcomes.  Drawing on our core values of Aspiration,       

Balance, Compassion and Independence,  we challenge all our school community members to       

consider their own development as members of the community.  The additional behaviours of 

Respect and Integrity have been added to our official list this year, linking to work we are under-

taking with Year 7 boys as they enter the School.  The booklets that the boys are working on will 

be returned to parent/carers in the summer, hopefully giving them a chance to reflect on their 

growth and development over the academic year.     Building a framework for individuals to un-

derstand character and to help them make decisions is an essential part of the School’s work – 

something which has been at its core for generations.  We very much hope that our commitment 

to promoting character will see  benefits in the years to come.    The pages of the newsletter will 

chronicle many of the wonderful visits, lectures, sporting events and challenges of the term; all of 

which are intended to develop the aspirations and aptitudes of our pupils.  Many of them could 

not happen without the active support of staff and parents – for which we are thankful. 

The Carol Service in Bath Abbey will be the last event in the School Year and an opportunity, as 

always for us to gather together and reflect.  For some of you who were able to procure a ticket I 

hope it will be an enjoyable experience and a chance to feel the ‘festive’ spirit. 

From all of us at Beechen Cliff, a very happy and peaceful Christmas.  

 

 

 

Mr A Davies 

Headmaster 



Essential Information 

Dates for Your Diary 

Friday 20th December  End of Term Assembly and End of Term  

Monday 6th January Winter Term begins.  Pupils to be in School for 8.25 

Thursday January 9th Year 9 GCSE Options Evening 18.00– 20.15  

Saturday 11th January Austria Ski Trip (Saturday 11th – Friday 17th January) 

 Thursday 16th January  Year 10 Parents Evening 

 Wednesday 22nd January  Year 9 Parents Evening 

 Thursday 30th January  Lower 6th Parents Evening 

End of Term Arrangements 

Friday 20th December 2019 

Periods 1 and 2—Lessons as normal 

Period 3—End of Term Assembly.  After the Assembly. pupils and students will return to tutor 

room and await dismissal from their tutor.  This will be at approximately 12.45pm. 

Winter Term Arrangements 

Winter Term commences Monday 6th January at 8.25am 

Reporting Pupil Absences 

Reporting Pupil Absences  

Please can parents take note of the  contact details below when reporting 

any absences from School, including late arrivals and medical  appoint-

ments 

Lower School Pupils to report a Lower School  absence please call the 

Attendance Office direct on 01225 485222, or you can email  attendance@beechencliff.org.uk  

 

Sixth Form Students  

For Sixth Form students please contact Mrs Jones on 01225 485221 or you can email  

sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk.   

mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk


Changes in Contact Details 

Please can parents and carer remember to inform the School  of any changes in 

contact information (telephone numbers, email address, home addresses) as 

soon as possible. 

 

Please inform the School Office or email sdavies@beechencliff.org.uk with new or upated      

details. 

Free School Meals and 16–19 Bursary 

We are aware that in these difficult economic times a family’s financial circumstances can change 

suddenly. You can apply for free school meals at any time, if you meet the eligibility criteria as set 

out by the Government. 

 

For further details about free school meals, including how to apply, please contact Mrs S Davies, in 

the Main School Office. 

 

If you are eligible, we urge you to apply. Not only will your child benefit from a healthy and 

nutritious meal every school day, but also eligibility may open up other areas of financial support 

for your child at school. 

 

Also available to Sixth Form students is the 16-19 Bursary. This fund is available for payments to 

help with educational equipment, subject required trips, uniform and travel, where there is          

evidence of financial need. For further information, including how to apply, please contact         

Miss M Georgiadi, Assistant to the Head of Sixth Form. 

 

All information for free school meals and the Bursary Fund are kept in confidential files. 

 

Mr T D Markall 

Deputy Headmaster 

 

School Public Health Nurse 

DROP IN SESSIONS 

Every Tuesday 11am – 2pm Pastoral Meeting Room 

For appointments outside this time please see Mrs Rogers or Mrs Lothgren or you can text   

Debbie Chalke on 07899994593 

Please be advised that both Parents and Pupils may contact Debbie direct. 

 



Reports 

Year 9 Full Reports and Year 7 Progress Reports will be available for parents to view on ePortal 

from  3.30pm on Thursday 19th December. 

 

If you have problems accessing these reports please email datarecords@beechencliff.org.uk. 

 
Mr A Seal 

Assistant Headmaster 

Year 9 Options 

In January , Year 9 pupils will begin the process of selecting their option choices for GCSE. This 

process includes assemblies for pupils, a parent information evening on 9th January and Year 9 

Parents’ Evening on 22nd of January when parents will be able to meet with subject teachers. 

In addition, the Year 9 options booklet in now available on the school website. Hard copies will 

be given to pupils in the New Year. 

If there are any queries about the options process please email options@beechencliff.org.uk 

 

Mr T D Markall 

Deputy Headmaster  

Uniform and Equipment checks 

You will be aware that over last few weeks tutors have been checking that pupils have the     

correct uniform and basic  equipment ready for the day ahead – pen, pencil, ruler (and           

calculator). 

Uniform    Equipment 

Blazer    Pens 

School Shirt   Pencil 

House Tie    Ruler 

School Jumper   Rubber 

School Trousers   Calculator 

Grey Socks 

Back Shoes 
 

Please remember that hooded tops (hoodies) are not allowed as part of our uniform and they 

will be confiscated and returned at the end of the day. 

 

Mr K Mann 

Assistant Headmaster 

mailto:datarecords@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:options@beechencliff.org.uk


 

PTA Christmas Market 

On Wednesday 18th           

December we had the First 

Beechen Cliff PTA Christmas 

Market. Boys from year 7 

and 8, as well as local      

businesses  donated gifts to 

the market which were then 

purchased by year 7 and 8 

for friends and family. The market raised over £700 which 

will be split equally between the Bath Food Bank and the 

funding of literacy initiatives across the School.                   

Thank you to all of the parents, staff and 6th form volunteers 

who helped to make the market a great success.  

 

Mr A Seal 

Assistant Head—Progress and Parental Engagement 

PTA 50:50 Club Update 

Latest winners 

Congratulations to the latest Beechen Cliff PTA 

50:50 Club winners for September and October!  

The winning numbers were drawn at the PTA  

AGM on 12th November 2019 and are listed be-

low: 

September 2019: 

1st prize of £112.50 - number 225 

2nd prize of £75.00 - number 44 

3rd prize of £37.50 - number 267 

October 2019: 

1st prize of £111.25 - number 337 

2nd prize of £74.17 - number 331 

3rd prize of £37.08 - (to be redrawn at next meeting as number 
not current) 

Winners are contacted via the details supplied 

when signing up so do keep me up to date of any 

changes via the email below. Please also feel free 

to contact me if you just want to check what your 

numbers are! (All of the above winners have been 

contacted.) 

How to sign up 

The 50:50 club operates like a lottery, with members 

signing up to a small standing order each month 

(most people donate between £1 and £5) which buys 

numbers in the draw. We use a random number   

generator to select the numbers at our PTA meetings. 

The prize fund is 50% of the donations and is divided 

into first, second and third prizes. The other 50% 

goes to the PTA to help fund activities, equipment 

and opportunities for the students. Each year, the 

50:50 club raises over £2000 for the school. You can 

cancel your membership at any time, simply by can-

celling your standing order.  

As you can see, the monthly first prize is now over 

£100!  If you would like to join in, new members are 

welcome anytime and it is very simple to set up. 

Please just contact me letting me know how many 

numbers you would like (£1 each) and I will give you 

details of how to set up the standing order. 

 

Sarah Mitchard  (parent and 50:50 co-ordinator) 

beechen5050@gmail.com     

mailto:beechen5050@gmail.com


PTA Second Hand Uniform Sale Dates 

The PTA would like to thank everyone for all their donations of the ‘New-style’ school uniform. It has 

been wonderful to receive so much new stock for the on-going sales!   Please do keep donations      

coming.  

Here are the latest forthcoming sale dates.  Please come and have a look and buy even if it is not your 

child’s parents evening:  

Thursday 16th Jan 4.30 -7.30pm  

Wednesday 22nd Jan 4.30 -7.30pm  

Wednesday 26th  Feb 4.30 -7.30pm  

Tuesday 10th March 4.30 -7.30pm   

 

If you do need buy something in between sale dates, it would be a good idea to write a list (with size 

details) and hand into School Reception, for the attention of the PTA  

 

Thank you from the Second Hand Uniform Team  

 

Lesley, Jo and Amy  

 



Word of the Week 

BCS Christian Union 

We have recently started a Christian Union in the school. This is to provide a space for Christians in 

the school to gather together, share their faith and support each other in Christ. It has been very     

encouraging to have students and teachers together, sharing their experience in respective churches 

and especially on how they can express and live out their faith in the school community. 

 

Our main activities include a mini-Bible study, discussions, praying and sharing, and occasionally 

games. At the moment, our head girl has been leading a Bible study series on the book of Daniel, with 

a focus on how to stay true to God and live out our faith in our current society and culture. 

 

This group is not exclusive to Christians only – it is open to anyone who wishes to know more about 

Jesus and what our faith is about. 

 

We meet every Tuesday after school, 3:30pm in the Pavilion P4. Everyone and anyone is welcomed to 

join us! 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Mrs R  Wong 



Bath Theatre School  and Beechen Cliff School present Joseph 

After the great success of Grease last year which saw c1000 audience      

members enjoy the school’s second large scale musical, the Musical Thea-

tre Group have now started preparations to perform Andrew Lloyd        

Webber’s smash hit   musical Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat. Working in  partnership with Bath Theatre School the      

Friday after school group has seen  students working on the three core     

performing disciplines of             

drama, singing and movement. The boys 

have gone on to audition and  commence  

rehearsals for Joseph which is being       

performed 1st -3rd April 2020. The boys are 

joined by Sixth Formers and girls from 

across Bath who have been especially      

auditioned to take on the female roles. The 

production will be staged at the 400 seat    

Kingswood Theatre and will feature      

professionally hired set, costumes, lighting 

and sound. Very few schools offer such          

opportunities as this and there is still time 

to be part of this    fantastic show. If         

pupils or students are interested, they can 

sign up at www.baththeatreschool.com/bcs 

with  lessons after school on Fridays in the 

Music Centre. The production will also 

need a sizable production team to assist 

with a  variety of tasks, including lighting, 

sound, costumes, props, back stage, scen-

ery construction, front of house, publicity 

and much more. If you are interested in 

one of these important off-stage roles then 

please contact Miss Moorhead 

(cmoorhead@beechencliff.org.uk) or Miss 

Smith (gsmith@beechencliff.org.uk). Tick-

ets for Joseph will go on sale early in the 

New Year at www.baththetareschool.com/

tickets , £12 for adults, £10 for under 18s 

and £1 for Beechen Cliff students. 

 

Miss G Smith 

Teacher of History/ Deputy Head of Shakespeare  

 



China Trip - October 2019 

The annual trip to China was a great success this year. Teaming 

up with pupils and staff from KES Mr Tobin and 7 pupils spent 

eight days visiting some amazing places and getting some insight 

into the culture of the country. 

Based around four cities (Beijing, Xi’an, Suzhou and Shanghai) 

and involving visits to schools, a one-night 

homestay with a Chinese family as well as 

trips to the Great Wall, Forbidden City,     

Terracotta Warriors and many other places it 

proved to be a fascinating experience for all.  

We have several pupils already signed up 

for next year's trip – and there are still places 

available. If any pupils currently in years 9 

to 12 would like to join the trip please do let 

me know and I will get back to you in the 

New Year. 

 



Art Club  

Art Club has been very busy from September. It is lovely to see so 

many boys coming after school on a Tuesday and Wednesday and completing such an exciting 

range of work. The boys have been working on wire models, comic strips, silk screen printing, 

drawing with nails and string, perspective drawing and learning a little about Photoshop as 

well as other boys who simply use the art club as an opportunity to complete homework and 

refining ideas.  

With all the boys interested in such different techniques it is a really nice environment for      

exploration of different creative techniques. 

GCSE pupils have also taken full advantage of the time offered outside of lesson to add to,    

improve and catch up on work towards their GCSE grade. Boys have experimented with      

various skills and techniques taught in class and developed their individual projects with these. 

Art club is a great club for boys to join who enjoy Art as a subject and want to come along and 

try new techniques. The boys have the freedom to decide what they want to work on each week 

whether that is individually or in a group. 

Art club will continue all year, and we hope to see more boys drop in and get creative. 

 

Miss C Moorhead 

Teacher of Art 

 

Mr E Gill 

School coordinator Bath/China Partnership         

egill@beechencliff.org.uk 

mailto:egill@beechencliff.org.uk


Departmental News 

Art Department  
On Thursday 10th October 2019 Mrs Judd took 30 students from Year 11, 12 

and 13 to London to see both the Olafur Eliasson ‘In Real Life’         

exhibition at the Tate Modern and also the BP Portrait Awards at the 

National Portrait Gallery. Travelling by coach meant that this day 

was stretched far longer than anticipated but well worth the time. 

Students were able to see incredible installations incorporating the 

use of light, sound, reflections, smoke and water created by the   

amazing Olafur Eliasson. This proved extremely 

inspirational to many of the students who now hope 

to incorporate ideas within their own personal projects. 

Next on the list was a visit to the BP Portrait Awards at the 

National Portrait Gallery. This showcased the winners of 

this prestigious competition showing wonderfully intri-

cate and detailed paintings where we could hardly see the 

brushstrokes used to create them! Again, this has proven 

very inspirational to students preferring to focus on      

portraiture for their personal projects. Whilst in London we were also able to      

document the Climate Change protests, something especially important to the   

photography students and some Upper 6th artists  

At the start of the year Mrs Judd took the Lower 6th artists into town to help them 

get started on their recording project. They were asked to record various parts of 

the city looking at light, form, tone, texture and movement. They were able to     

explore how to capture various elements quickly 

and with the added pressure of the general public 

watching. Some great pieces were achieved and 

have helped to progress ideas 

and techniques  

On Thursday 17th October 

2019 Mrs Judd and Miss Moor-

head took the Year 10 to Bristol 

to add to their recording pro-

ject. Thankfully the weather 

was on our side so we were 

able to explore the city in 

search for Banksy artwork. We 

were able to find 4 pieces hid-

den on walls in various parts of 

the city and in the M Shed. We 

were also able to see the ‘Extinction Voices’ exhibition on at 

the Bristol Museum and Art Gallery. This showed us which 

animals have been either made extinct or that are close to extinction- a very hard 

hitting exhibition which has now become a focus for their current painting project . 



Art and  Photography Trip To Lisbon 2019 

On Sunday 8th December, 18 Sixth Form students and three      mem-

bers of staff left for the Art and Photography trip to Lisbon. Arriving at 

Bristol airport all on time everyone walked straight through customs 

with no problem at all. Arriving in Lisbon after a very short flight we 

made our way to the Lisb’on Hostel, via a slightly different route as a 

marathon meant the buses were not running! We all quickly unpacked 

and did a bit of exploring in the local area. Christmas decorations lit 

up the streets which were surrounded by local eateries where each 

night everyone filled their bellies and met back at the hostel to tell each 

other what delights they had found.  

The first day was spent exploring the city on 

foot including taking in some of the       

amazing views as we walked. We then 

headed over to the Calouste Gulbenkian 

Museum in the afternoon, the museum is 

regarded as one of the best museums in 

Portugal, the Gulbenkian Museum can take 

you from   Ancient Egypt to the present day 

across its two collections.  

On day two of the trip we started with a tram ride towards     

Belem. Belem tower and the museum Berardo was next on the 

tourist list which we all found extremely fascinating with        

absolutely stunning views all around. All students found this        

inspiring and thoroughly enjoyable, taking away various ideas 

to use in either their personal projects or exam work, our tour 

guide inside the museum was especially fantastic. Our last 

morning was spent enjoying the spectacular views from our 

hostels roof terrace as we all completed some sketches. We then 

set of in search of the street art that Lisbon is so well 

known for. This proves more difficult than we had an-

ticipated with only a few pieces found! However this 

was a still a great opportunity for students to capture 

Lisbon in the winter sunshine we experienced during 

the trip. The evening flight home on Tuesday evening 

went smoothly and before we knew it we had touched 

back down in a very cold Bristol compared to the         

t-shirt weather we experienced in Lisbon. 

All students and staff had an amazing and very inspir-

ing time and are excited about the project work that 

will be produced from the trip. Everyone can’t wait 

for the next one! 

Thanks to everyone involved who made the trip so successful. 

 

Miss C Moorhead 

Teacher of Art 



Reader of the week 

Congratulations to our last Reader of 2019, 

Matthew (7ML3) who has just reached over half 

a million words and has gained 119 house 

points for Milton. Keep reading over the Christ-

mas holidays Matthew, you’ll be a word         

millionaire in the New Year before you know it!  

 

Library Book Recommendation… Christmas 

classic…! 

A Christmas Carol 

by Charles Dickins 

AR Book Level 9.5  
 

Ebenezer Scrooge is a miserly and 

mean-spirited old man. He treats family,          

co-workers, and strangers alike with distaste. 

But on Christmas Eve he receives a visit from 

the ghost of his dead business partner, Jacob 

Marley. Marley warns Scrooge that unless he 

learns to be less greedy and self-serving that 

Scrooge will be condemned to wander Earth 

weighed down with heavy chains, as Marley 

has been. Marley tells Scrooge that three spirits 

will visit him.  

 

First, the Ghost of Christmas Past visits and 

shows Scrooge his own Christmases past,       

including the Christmas when his fiance left 

him for being obsessed with money.  

 

Second, the Ghost of Christmas Present shows 

Scrooge all the happiness occurring at the      

various Christmas festivities around the city.  

 

Finally, The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come 

shows Scrooge what will happen after his own 

death, and Scrooge is horrified to find that     

everyone will celebrate it. Distraught, Scrooge 

begs for another chance, and suddenly wakes in 

his own bed. Forever after he honours the spirit 

of Christmas with kindness, generosity and 

warmth. 

 

Christmas Term House Totals 

Well done to all boys who have taken AR    

quizzes this term! 

Library The word count results therefore are as follows; 
 

 

Christmas Term Top Readers  

 

 

 

 

 

      

Popular Books 

Below lists books that students have quizzed and 

voted on, and ranks them in order of preference. 

 

 The Recruit by Robert Muchamore 

 Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows by J.K.   

Rowling 

 Northern Lights by Philip Pullman 

 Class A by Robert Muchamore 

 Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief by Rick 

Riordan 

 The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

 Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Double Down by Jeff    

Kinney 

 The Amber Spyglass by Philip Pullman 

 Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney 

 Percy Jackson and the Last Olympian by Rick 

Riordan 

 Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets by J.K. 

Rowling 

 

A huge ‘Thank 

you’ to all par-

ents that have 

very kindly 

donated old 

books from home this term, it has been greatly ap-

preciated and we now have shelves that are abso-

lutely brimming with fantastic reads for our pu-

pils! Have a wonderful Christmas. 

 

Mrs H Dunn 

Accelerated Reader Literacy Co-ordinator 

Milton: Lee ML1 
Chaucer: Daniel CH3 
Byron: Alex BY5 
Shakespeare: Jonty SH1 
Kipling: James KP2 

1st Kipling           5,251,980 words  

2nd Chaucer        4,705,900 words 

3rd Shakespeare 4,517,530 words 

4th Byron             4,389,480 words  

5th  Milton         3,391,770 words 

 



Maths  

Senior Team Challenge 

In December the Senior Maths Challenge Team travelled up to Hardenhuish School in Chippenham 

to take part in the regional heats of the National competition. This is a really challenging event and 

the calibre of students attending is exceptional. Our team put in a determined performance, finish-

ing 7th out of 18 teams. They clearly enjoyed the challenge and did really well. 
 

Cipher Challenge 

I’ve been really pleased with the enthusiasm with which a number of year 7 and 

8 boys have approached this year’s Cipher Challenge. Its a really demanding 

challenge and to have so many boys come along on Thursday afternoons to give 

it a go has been great to see. A group of them also accompanied me up to Bath University for a 

“Crypto Challenge” day back in October that was really fun. 
 

If you want to try the last couple of challenges they can be found here: 

https://www.cipherchallenge.org/ 

 

GCSE Revision Guides 

If any pupils in years 10 and 11 have missed out on opportunities to buy revision guides for their 

GCSE exam, then you can click here: 

HIGHER:https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/178294396X/ref=pd_sbs_14_img_0?

ie=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=ZV4S731A7VP6V5FFS4MK 

FOUNDATION: https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-Maths-Complete-Revision-Practice/

dp/1782949976/ref=sr_1_6?

keywords=cgp+maths+gcse+revision+guide+foundation&qid=1575975760&sr=8-6 

 

There are several others available. So long as a revision guide is for the 9-1 GCSE, AQA exam board 

and at the correct tier (Higher or Foundation) it will be fine. 

 

Scientific Calculators 

If any pupils are worried that they don’t have a suitable scientific calculator then they can 

ask Santa to look here (for years 7 – 11): 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Casio-fx-83GTX-Scientific-Calculator-Black/dp/

B07L5YWTPH/ref=sr_1_4?

keywords=casio+scientific+calculators&qid=1576052008&s=officeproduct&sr=1-4 

or here for sixth formers studying A level maths: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Casio-FX-991EX-Scientific-Calculator-Battery/dp/B00ZZ93346/

ref=sr_1_6?s=officeproduct&ie=UTF8&qid=1544625023&sr=1-

6&keywords=casio+scientific+calculators 

 

Maths Inspiration Lectures for Year  12 

In late November a group of 20 Further Mathematicians from year 12 (along with teachers Mr Smith 

and Mr Mayor) attended these lectures in Bristol. Every year these talks aim to present various as-

pects of "real life" Maths to sixth formers, to try to give them an idea of how the Maths they are 

studying at A Level works in the real world. The talks this year were "The Shape of Escape", "Pi, 

Pizza and the Electric Guitar" and "Windmills of your Mind" and students and staff had a really 

good day. 
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Casio-FX-991EX-Scientific-Calculator-Battery/dp/B00ZZ93346/ref=sr_1_6?s=officeproduct&ie=UTF8&qid=1544625023&sr=1-6&keywords=casio+scientific+calculators
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Casio-FX-991EX-Scientific-Calculator-Battery/dp/B00ZZ93346/ref=sr_1_6?s=officeproduct&ie=UTF8&qid=1544625023&sr=1-6&keywords=casio+scientific+calculators
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Casio-FX-991EX-Scientific-Calculator-Battery/dp/B00ZZ93346/ref=sr_1_6?s=officeproduct&ie=UTF8&qid=1544625023&sr=1-6&keywords=casio+scientific+calculators


 Maths Inspiration Lectures for Year  12 

In late November a group of 20 Further Mathematicians from year 12 (along with teachers Mr Smith 

and Mr Mayor) attended these lectures in Bristol. Every year these talks aim to present various as-

pects of "real life" Maths to sixth formers, to try to give them an idea of how the Maths they are 

studying at A Level works in the real world. The talks this year were "The Shape of Escape",          

"Pi, Pizza and the Electric Guitar" and "Windmills of your Mind" and students and staff had a really 

good day. 

 

Bathematicians  

At the end of November we had a visit from a group of the Bath University "Bathematicians" - staff 

and students from the Maths Department running a range of workshops of puzzles and problem 

solving. They worked with a group from year 9 and a group from year 7 and our pupils really rose 

to the challenges. Hopefully we'll have further visits from the Bathematicians later this year. 

 

Happy Christmas everybody! 

Mr E Gill 

Head of Maths 

egill@beechencliff.org.uk 

Music 

Instrumental lessons continue to provide a range of opportunities for pupils and students, with 

approximately 100 pupils receiving tuition in school.  Information regarding starting lessons can be 

found on the music page of the school website http://musicbcs.weebly.com/   May I also remind 

parents that instrumental timetables are updated each week and can also be found on the website 

under parent information. 

In September, we welcomed Mr D Huntriss into the department as ‘Music Technician’. His main 

role is to take responsibility for the maintenance of music equipment including the bands room. Mr 

Huntriss has made an excellent start and has become a highly valued member of the team.  

 

Music Exams  

Congratulations to the following who have all passed music exams over the past few months: 

Piano grade 5:    William R (U6) grade 5 with distinction 

      Fergal McD (year 10). 

Piano grade 2:    Issac E (year 10) with merit. 

Trumpet grade 4:  James C (year 9). 

Flute grade 8:   Verity B (U6) with merit. 

Grade 5 guitar:   Jonah B (U6) with merit. 

Grade 3 guitar:    William P (year 10) with distinction,  

    Ben W (year 8) with distinction,  

    Dillan G (year 9) with merit,  

    Rory G (year 8) with distinction,  

    Alex S (year 8) with merit, 

     Isaac F (year 9) with merit.  

mailto:egill@beechencliff.org.uk
http://musicbcs.weebly.com/


Drums Grade 8:   Roland A (U6) with distinction.  

Saxophone Grade 2:   Theo B (year 9) with merit.  

Grade V Theory:   Ben P (year 9) with distinction.  

     Anna V (U6) with merit. 

Pupils will be receiving certificates in the end of term assembly. 

Performances 

At the end of term 1, the school piano concert took place on Thurs-

day 24thth October at St Luke’s Church.  32 pupils and sixth form 

students performed a wide-ranging repertoire, from Debussy to 

Led Zeppelin, and several pupils performed their own arrange-

ments. All performers enjoyed the experience of playing on a 

grand piano to a very appreciative  

audience. 

The week before the piano concert, the school folk group performed 

in various house assemblies. It was an excellent  opportunity for the 

boys to watch their peers in action and   hopefully it will have       

inspired some to begin learning an instrument. 

At Presentation Evening in November the sixth form chamber en-

semble performed an arrangement of the ‘Tanzduet’ from Hansel 

and Gretel (Humperdinck). The performance was very well received 

by all in attendance and the sound of the instrumentalists filled the 

acoustics of the Assembly Rooms perfectly.  Prior to the evening com-

mencing, Will Reed (senior musician) performed some solo piano 

repertoire to set an    appropriate atmosphere for this significant 

event. 

On Wednesday December 11th, the first ever Junior Bands night, or-

ganised by Mr Huntriss (music technician) was held in the school hall. This inaugural venture fea-

tured 4 bands from years 8 and 9 and was a great success. The pupils certainly enjoyed being in the 

limelight and we hope to see more bands nights happening in the near future. 

The end of term also saw the traditional music festivities taking place. On December 19th the school 

brass ensemble went ‘busking’ outside the Abbey to raise money for the Rotary Club’s annual 

Christmas collection. Later that same day the choir, folk group, brass ensemble and guitar ensem-

ble performed magnificently in the school carol service at Bath Abbey. The carol service is always a 

highlight of the school year and this was no exception with pupils and staff performing to a full 

abbey albeit on a smaller scale due to ongoing building work. 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank all the music staff for their continued help and dedica-

tion to the department. I would also like to thank the senior musician team ably led by Will R (U6), 

for their help in ‘rallying the troops’ to attend extra-curricular rehearsals. We look forward to the 

new term, with the highlight being the school concerts in March. 

On behalf of the entire music department, we wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year! 

 

Mr P E Calvert 

Head of Music 



Sixth Form Romania Expedition 2019 

During October half term Miss Pratt and I had the privilege of taking eleven U6th students to 

Romania.  They were working on a project to support the local Roma gypsy community who are 

in many way ostracised from society and live in abject poverty in Mures County in Transylvania. 

The project was started by 

Atilla Toth, a Hungarian 

pastor living in Romania. 

The Beechen Cliff visit was 

organised through the the 

social enterprise Graft for 

Growth, which partners 

with charities such as Peo-

ple Against Poverty and 

Belief in Action to support 

the project. 

This was the fourth year we 

have supported this  project 

and it was exciting not only 

to be part of it but also to 

see how things had moved 

on since our last visit. 

Prior to the visit the stu-

dents each had to fundraise to pay for the materials they were going 

to use during the trip. 

The aspect of the project the  tudents were working on was the 

building of a farm to create employment, grow food to eat and sell, 

and to bring in money to support the kindergarten and after-school 

club that have been set up for the community. 

During the visit the students spent 5 days 

working to build a large pig house that 

will house ten sows and their offspring. 

The frames were built at a site in Peris 

and then transported in flat pack form by 

tractor/trailer and Landover to the farm 

site near the Roma gypsy village of 

Glodeni. Once at the farm site they had to level the ground before 

constructing the building. 

They learnt lots of building skills and worked really hard each day. 

In addition the students got to visit families, help at the after-school 

club and attend a gypsy church service in Apalina. They also helped 

run activities and played with the children at the kindergarten in 

Glodeni. 



The trip concluded with a visit to the mountains to enjoy 

some of the amazing scenery in Romania. We were lucky 

enough to see lots of snow and wake up on top of the 

mountain with the most spectacular view above the clouds 

that many of us had ever seen. 

We were so proud of the students throughout the fundrais-

ing process and the trip and I know for many it really was a 

life-changing experience. 

A big thank you must go to Miss Pratt for her efforts during 

the trip and for Jon Williams, from Graft for Growth for 

helping us organise the trip. 

We have recently launched the 2020 trip where we will be 

taking a group of around 14 students to continue working 

on the same project. 

 

Mr T D Markall 

Deputy Headmaster 

 



Theme of the Week—Christmas 
Theme of the week this week is about Christmas, and being thoughtful 

over the holidays. 

 

Tutors will be speaking with their tutor group about their plans for Christ-

mas, what they are excited about, what films they want to watch, food they 

are looking forward to eating. We need to also be mindful that as tinsel and 

fairy lights adorn the streets up and down the country, it can be easy to 

overlook how the festive season can be the hardest time of the year for 

some. 

 

Last Christmas, Samaritans, the only charity that is there for anyone   strug-

gling to cope 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, responded to more than 

300,000 calls for help. 

 

On Christmas Eve 2018, while many were hanging up their stockings and 

getting ready for Santa’s arrival, almost 1,650 dedicated Samaritans volun-

teers were reporting for duty at Samaritans branches across the UK and Re-

public of Ireland. The very next day, over 1,475 Samaritans volunteers 

headed to branches and responded to thousands of calls for help from peo-

ple feeling overwhelmed on 25th December. 

 

Each volunteer answered an average of 12 calls per Christmas shift, with 

callers sharing a wide range of personal challenges from mental and   phys-

ical health struggles to family issues, relationship problems and     isolation 

and loneliness. 

 

Sometimes the biggest gift someone can give is being present, putting 

phones away, not playing computer games, not being distracted by what 

everyone else is doing, or the presents they are getting, just being with the 

people we care about over Christmas is incredibly important. 

  

Mrs A Wilmot 

Head of PSHE 



Dear Parent/Carer 

As you will know,  Tir y 

Cwm (TYC) - https://

www.tirycwm.co.uk/ - is our ‘very own outdoor     

adventure cottage in the heart of the Brecon   Bea-

cons’ and plays a key role in the induction and de-

velopment of every pupil in their first few weeks 

at Beechen Cliff. 

The three days the Year 7s spend there lays the 

foundation for how we wish them to behave and 

approach life, with a ‘give it a go’ attitude and in 

keeping with the BCS values. 

Once a farmstead, we bought it from the Forestry 

Commission in the 1970s and placed it in trust, 

overseen by a small group of BCS staff members 

who volunteer their free time and expertise to 

manage and maintain the cottage. 

TYC is in regular use by BCS throughout the year 

for other activities such as Duke of Edinburgh, 

sports leadership development and Ten Tors  

training and is the perfect base for other schools, 

Scouts, Guides and Duke of Edinburgh Award 

teams who know about it. 

By hiring-out the cottage, we achieve two simple 

goals: to expand the number of young people    

experiencing life changing learning; and              

reinvesting that small income to continually       

improve the building and available activities. 

Last year we reviewed our pricing and ramped up 

our fundraising efforts (raising in excess of 

£12,000) to provide some much needed care and 

attention to the maintenance and upkeep of the 

cottage, including a new fire escape, log burners 

and mattresses, upgraded fire safety facilities, and 

not to mention the ongoing annual servicing and 

safety checks required to keep it safe and          

compliant. 

In 2020 we are aiming to raise £50,000 to make  

further important improvements, but also to set 

the foundation for a more sustainable future for 

TYC, our aspiration being to completely refurbish 

the main cottage and convert the outbuildings to     

provide an ever more sustainable venue for 

these life-changing activities and to broaden our 

ability to rent and promote the facilities to a 

wider audience 

Planned developments include: 

 His and hers dormitories, toilets and 
showers 

 Separate staff quarters/accommodation 

 Drying room and kit store 

 Fully equipped field centre / teaching 
space 

 Landscaping for improved camping facili-
ties 

 Safer and more secure generator room, 
workshop, outhouses and maintenance 
areas 

The aim, though, is not to turn this into a luxury 

outward bound centre, but to preserve its aus-

terity, supported by the simple and safe values 

so treasured by the trustees.  

We have an incredible parent, carer, friend and 

alumni network at Beechen Cliff and believe 

there are willing volunteers, professionals,     

experts and business owners amongst you 

whose energies can be marshalled and organ-

ised to deliver a TYC transformation over the 

next 3 to 5 years. 

To do this we need help, and wish to enrol a 

working committee to lead and manage a cam-

paign to raise funds and set about the work in a 

phased approach.  If you are interested in being 

involved, in whatever capacity, we would wel-

come your thoughts and input at a meeting to 

be help at the school from 7-8pm on               

Wednesday 15th January  2020. 

More details will be sent nearer the time, but for 

now please put the date in your diaries ready to 

join us - we look forward to seeing you then. 

Yours sincerely 

 

The Trustees 

TYC Trust 

Tir Y Cwm—Beechen Cliff’s Outdoor   

Adventure Cottage 

https://www.tirycwm.co.uk/
https://www.tirycwm.co.uk/


Coast to Coast 2019 

On the 5th October earlier this term 26 pupils from years 10 to 13 took on the Devon Coast to 

Coast Cycle challenge. This involves cycling the best part of 100 miles from Ilfracombe to   

Plymouth. 

This has become a well-established an-

nual challenge and is the first set piece 

fixture of the outdoor activities and op-

portunities Beechen Cliff provides. 

Surfing, Mountaineering trips, Ten Tors, 

Three Peaks and the Centurion Chal-

lenge are all to follow. 

The efforts of the pupils this year were 

not in vain as they raised monies for 

‘Boys in Mind’ a local charity with 

whom Beechen Cliff have worked a 

great deal. It was felt it was time we gave something back https://boysinmind.co.uk/ 

 

This charity support pupils, both boys and girls with mental health and wellbeing. Several of 

our own pupils have benefitted from their expertise and support and in the past have undertak-

en the Coast to Coast Challenge themselves. It was fitting that a former pupil was able to visit 

this year’s challengers beforehand and tell them of his own experiences.  

The sum raised was £2000 a fantastic achievement with several boys raising significant sums 

including Louis M (Year11 CH8)  and Louis P (Year 11 KP4)                                                  

Two pupils, Enya M (Year 12 ML10)  and Joseph E ( Year 11 KP8) describe their experience of 

the day below: 

 

Coast to coast was a challenge. It was also a good laugh and more importantly it was a fundraising 

for Boys in Mind. We started the day freezing and nervous at 7:00am (way too early in the morn-

ing for us teenagers) but looking out at a sunrise over the beautiful harbour cheered us up. The 

whole peleton worked as a unit keeping everyone going and seeking each checkpoint (mainly for the 

food). There were many points in the day where when powering up long inclines in the cold that I 

questioned what on earth l was I doing, cycling 100 painful miles up hills in Devon. However, the 

teachers and friends made each second possible and worth the pain. With beautiful Devon views and 

the sun rise in the morning it’s a day I will never forget. I got to know lots of people that day that I 

had never talked to and they were all so welcoming and inviting. Every person on the team pulled 

their weight and we finally mastered the road signals.  It was also good to hear about ‘Boys in 

Mind’ and the incredible things they do for young people. My legs and padded shorts did not feel so 

incredible afterwards but it was worth the effort. Aching legs and Lycra aside, thanks must go to 

all the Beechen staff for encouraging us and putting up with our awful songs.  

Enya M 

 

https://boysinmind.co.uk/


Coast to Coast is a fun, exhilarating activity that consists students and staff cycling from Ilfracombe to 

Plymouth passing through estuaries, villages and moorland on the way. The day starts off with an incline 

out of the little town of Ilfracombe, where we hit the first hill.  This then leads onto the Taw estuary 

path and Tarka trail around Barnstable and Bideford. A rollercoaster of ups and downs begins in Great 

Torrington but we are able to top up with food and drink due to meeting the minibuses frequently 

through the day. Confidence is growing and a rhythm is set, however for the next 50-miles a few punc-

tures occurred and muscles wear out. Hitting many hills like the ascent out of Hatherleigh is a beast 

which kills the legs and Brent Tor just adds to the fatigue, but once you’ve reached the top there is a 

sense of accomplishment for everyone. Especially if there is a pasty waiting like there was in Okehamp-

ton. The descent into Plymouth, the last 15-20 miles are mostly downhill until you hit a sharp steep at 

Yelverton. This is like meeting a wall! However, after this point it is an easy ride into Plymouth passing 

many picturesque views. When you see the signs to Plymouth Hoe you gain the certainty of knowing it’s 

nearly done. It was good to cycle along the carpark and watch the sunset over the horizon after a long 

day in the saddle.    

Joseph E  

As ever we had a committed group of pupils and staff who all contributed to a very successful 

day out. The weather was even reasonable this year with the torrential rain only arriving once 

we were finished and on our way back. It is nice to beat the weather sometimes! 

Already pupils are asking about next year, and the date we have in mind is Saturday 10th          

October.  Well done to all those involved this year. The bar and standard has been set high for 

2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr D Brewer  

Head of Humanities 

 

 



Beechen Cliff  
Three Peaks Challenge  

 

A brief overview . . . . 

The Beechen Cliff Three Peaks Challenge is one of the many endurance challenges offered to stu-

dents.  It involves the ascent of the three highest mountains in Scotland, Wales and England, without 

undue stopping for rest or sustenance.  It takes place over a three and a half day period that includes: 

one day travel to the first mountain and half a day from the last mountain to home.  In all there are 

over 1200 miles of driving, over 3000 metres of ascent, and the distance walked will exceed an Olym-

pic marathon.  

Whilst it is a challenge that will test the ‘mettle’ of all participants, it is a group activity and team 

work is vital if the challenge is to be completed in the true spirit of adventure.  Beechen Cliff still re-

mains one of the few schools in the United Kingdom to undertake such an arduous challenge.  This is 

possible as we have the expertise and experience in successfully organising this type of activity and 

we have a dedicated team willing literally to go the 

extra mile. This challenge is as always an awesome 

and unforgettable adventure.  

Starting from Bath on the Friday morning, we em-

bark on our journey to Scotland.  Driving for about 8 

hours we cover the 400 miles to our overnight ac-

commodation in Glasgow.  We rest here and prepare 

for the first ascent on the following day.  We leave 

the Youth Hostel by 10:00 for the 110 mile journey 

that will take us two and a half hours to our first peak, Ben Nevis is the highest mountain in the Brit-

ish Isles at 1344 metres (4409 ft).  Unlike our other climbs, the path to Ben Nevis starts close to sea 

level, meaning much greater vertical ascent.  A single path runs up Ben Nevis, from Glen Nevis, 

which will be followed from Glen Nevis Youth Hostel and then continues to a Loch.  Lochan Meall 

and t-Siudhe. From this half way point, the path follows a zigzag pattern to the summit, which is the 

collapsed dome of an ancient volcano.  We descend after a brief rest on the summit by the same route 

returning to our transport some six hours after we first set foot on the mountain.  We feast before we 

commence our journey, through the night, to our second peak stopping for occasional sustenance, 

toiletry needs and sleeping, if possible, in the constantly swaying mini bus.  

While Scafell Pike has several paths, we will begin at Was-

dale Head, to the North of Wast Water.  The paths on Sca-

fell Pike are clearly marked on the Ordinance Survey 

Maps and are well marked on the ground.  From the Was-

dale Head Car Park we follow the road to the footpath, 

following this over a footbridge and onwards to Lingmell 

Gill.  Here we bear to the left, heading uphill before cross-

ing the river and passing Brown Tongue, continuing to the 

peak of Scafell Pike.  Our conquest will take some five 

hours.  Scafell Pike is at 977m (3206ft) the smallest of the three mountains on the challenge, but the 

ascent is still some 913m (2995ft).  From start to the summit it is 2.5 miles (4km).  We will climb it, 

just as the sun begins to rise, returning for breakfast, before continuing our journey to  Snowdon, in 

full brightness of summer sun. 



 

 

 

 

Snowdon stands at 1085m (3560ft), and has many well-trodden paths with varying difficulty 

leading to our last summit.  The Three Peaks Challengers will ascend by the Pyg Track route 

from the car park at  Pen-y-Pass.  Climbing over Bwlch y Moch on the eastern flanks of Crib 

Goch, before   traversing that ridge's lower slopes.  Above Glaslyn, it is joined by the Miners' 

Track, the zigzag climb to Bwlch Glas between Snowdon and Garnedd Ugain.  The ascent, is a 

mere 960m (2381ft), and the distance from start point 

to summit is 4.7 miles (7.5 km).  Our    ascent will start 

mid-afternoon, stopping briefly at the summit to take 

in the glow of slowly setting sun.  Descending to our 

warm dry Youth Hostel, food and our beds, a short 

distance away.  

The Three Peaks Challenge is an arduous challenge 

and should not be undertaken lightly. Whilst the dis-

tances covered, ascents and descents undertaken, are 

in themselves not over strenuous.  It should be noted that they are carried out successively and 

without substantial periods of rest.  In prevailing weather conditions, both daylight and at 

night.  

The Challengers must, therefore, be equipped in the fullest sense to face these challenges. All    

Challengers will be expected to attend briefing sessions prior to the event.  These sessions will     

include navigation of the planned route, first aid, emergency procedures and escape routes.  A 

full kit list will be issued and scrutinising checks will be made prior to departure.   This will co-

incide with the final meeting at the school.  At any time, during any aspect of the challenge, 

Challengers may be stopped from further participation and the challenge itself may be termi-

nated, based on the Health and Safety Risk assessment at that time.  It is therefore unlikely that 

we will be able to refund any monies paid if this should occur. 

As with all adventurous activities, there is risk involved.  A contact/medical detail form is re-

quired to be completed.  Which includes an acknowledgement of your obligation that, should 

an incident occur, then travel may be necessary to collect your son/daughter from the medical 

facility/incident. Should the challenge be over-subscribed then we will endeavour to be fair and 

open in the selection process for challengers. 

With all challenges Beechen Cliff School undertakes, the costs of the challenge are not always 

met in full by the minimum fee requested.  In recognition of this, we ask the participants raise 

additional funds.  Some may go to underwrite any short fall in the logistical costs, but mostly 

for the donation toward the chosen charity.   

If your son/daughter would like to participate in the Three Peaks Challenge, please complete 

the medical form and pay the £85 deposit on ParentPay as soon as possible.  This will secure 

their place. The £200 balance must be paid by Friday 3rd April, 2020 as we have to pay for all ac-

commodation in full before the event. Sponsorship raised should be recorded on the sponsor-

ship form provided and collected in after the event, either in cash, ParentPay or via our ‘Just 

Giving’ page. 

 

Mr D Brewer 

Mr R Stewart         

Three Peaks Challenge Organisers 



Ten Tors 2020 

YEARS 10-13 ARE YOU INTERESTED? –  MEET IN Y2 

12.20 PM LUNCHTIME 

TUESDAY 7TH JANUARY 



SPORT 

SENIOR RUGBY SUMMARY – 2019 SEASON 

Beechen Cliff’s 1st XV had another outstanding season competing in the RFU’s National AASE 

League. The league, which comprises the best schools or colleges from all over the country who are 

affiliated, like we are, to a Premiership club, is arguably the highest standard of schoolboy rugby 

available.  After 9 gruelling fixtures in the League, we qualified for the AASE Final for the second 

year running.  Sadly, we fell at the final hurdle, losing to a very powerful St Paul’s (London Irish 

AASE) team 31-23 at Allianz Stadium.  More importantly, we lit up the league with our brand of 

fast attacking rugby, which proved hard to contain in a league which is renowned for its physical, 

forward-dominated approach,  Highlights were great home wins against Hartpury College, Exeter 

College and a win away at Gosforth, which involved a first ever flight to a game for a Beechen Cliff 

sports team. Touchline support for the boys has been phenomenal all season, both home and away 

and especially in the final; we thank everyone for their loyal support.    

 

This is only our fifth season in the league.  The tremendous progress made is a testimony to the 

hard work, dedication and sacrifice made by the squad of players, coaches, medical staff and the 

huge commitment to the programme made by Bath Rugby.  We are now established as one of the 

strongest teams in the league and a match for anyone on our day.  Team spirit has been a key factor 

under the leadership of co-captains Orlando B (U6 KP9)  and Ethan S (U6  ML9).  All the year 13s 

involved now move on to the next stage of their rugby careers – playing for Bath Rugby in the 

Academy League after Christmas, with some competing for a much sought after professional con-

tract.  Others are enrolling in the major rugby playing Universities for next year.  Meanwhile the 

year 12s will continue their post-Christmas development programme with the aim of doing even 

better next year. 

2019 1st XV Squad before the AASE Final 



Meanwhile our 2nd XV, which operates as a development squad, has had a very busy season play-

ing the 1st XVs of the top rugby playing schools in the region.  The young squad of players have 

made huge progress under coaches G Lewis and G  Costard and some have graduated up into the 

1st XV/AASE squad during the season or, at the very least, are in a position where they will be chal-

lenging for a spot next season.  Highlights of the season were great wins against Downside and Prior 

Park and tremendous performances in the floodlit local derby against Kingswood and against rugby 

powerhouses Colston’s and Marlborough. 

The 3rds have had a fantastic season too under the guidance of Mr Burnell.  A loyal core of players 

has stuck together through thick and thin, defeating strong 2nd XV opposition with flowing rugby 

played in great spirit.  The quality of the 3rds is a testament to the depth of talent and enthusiasm for 

rugby at Beechen Cliff. 

 

Mr S Turner 

Master ic Rugby 

Year 7 Rugby 
 

19 matches played, 15 won, 3 drawn and 1 lost; 550 points scored, 250 conceded; 71 boys involved. 

 

Congratulations to the Year 7 rugby players who have clearly had a fantastic first season represent-

ing Beechen Cliff.  When you consider that a significant number of these boys had not played the 

game before September, and yet were competing against the likes of Monkton Combe, Prior Park, 

Kingswood, KES and Clifton College who all have rugby playing preparatory feeder schools, makes 

their achievement even greater. 

 

Players of note this year have included: Oliver R (BY7) , Max H (ML1) , Ben C(KP4) , Leo P (SH2) 

George (BY1) Henry Y (CH7), Vincent J (CH7),  Israel M (ML7) Dylan R (BY3), James C (BY3)        

Louis D (ML4)  and Edward J (BY1).  These are just a few of the standout players from across our 

three  different teams. 

 

The boys have been a pleasure to coach and great ambassadors for the school, and we very much 

look forward to their future successes as they are clearly a very talented sporting year group. 

 

Many thanks to Mr Mortimore, Mr Thompson and Mr Wolland who have regularly volunteered 

their time to assist with coaching and to take fixtures.  

 

Mr G Hawkins 

Head of PE and Sport Science 

 



U13a Squad 

U13b Squad 

U13 Rugby Season – 2019 

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Points Against Points Difference 

8 6 0 2 230 110 120 

Played Won Drawn Lost Points For Points Against Points Difference 

9 6 0 3 138 104 34 

The U13 rugby squad have enjoyed a superb season, both on and off the field. With record numbers 

at training every week, the boys have progressed at a frightening pace, playing rugby far beyond 

their years! With such a talented player pool, selection became trickier as the season progressed.  

The A team have enjoyed some excellent victories against some tough opposition. Most notable wins 

were against a previously unbeaten KES side, in which Beechen Cliff won 10-5 in a thriller on the 1st 

team pitch. Oliver J (CH3)  try proving to be the match winner. An impressive 35-5 victory away to 

Clifton College also a highlight of the season, with Harrison B (CH5) recording his first rugby hatrick! 

A tough final outing at Sir Thomas Rich School was a valuable lesson for the team and a lesson I am 

sure the boys will learn from. 

A special mention to Leny B (KP6)  who leaves us at the end of the school year to return to France. 

Leny has been an exceptional player for the team who clearly has a very bright future in the game. 

We wish him every success in the future.  

The B team has also recorded some magnificent victories this season and have played some excellent 

rugby throughout. An impressive 25-10 victory over KES at home was a brilliant result against good 

opposition. The final game of the season proved to be a classic, resulting in Beechen Cliff winning 40-

35 in an eventful game away at Sir Thomas Rich. Luke F (SH4) claiming the Man of the Match award 

on this occasion for his excellent ball carrying. 

A special mention to Jonty F (ML2), Joe H (SH5)  and Ben W(ML7) who have been superb this season.  

There are too many players to name in this year group who have excelled this season. Some of the 

rugby played at times has been simply superb and the boys should be incredibly pleased with their 

progress this season. I firmly believe this squad could go on to be an outstanding Beechen Cliff side. 

Well done to all involved and your commitment over the course of the season!   

 

Mr M Walker Jones 

PE and Sport /Fixtures Co-ordinator 

 

 



Year 9 Rugby – End of season report.  

The year 9 rugby team have had an excellent year and have developed continuously as a group, 

playing some exceptional rugby against some very good schools. The U14s started off their season in 

a triangular fixture, winning both of these matches was the beginning of a good 15 weeks of rugby. 

The boys showed grit and determina-

tion throughout narrowly losing a 

handful of fixtures. However, fought 

back to win many of their games. The 

U14b team had a brilliant unbeaten run 

before coming up against a well drilled 

Marlborough side, narrowly losing a 

very physical game of rugby. Lots to be 

proud of and lots to build on.  

 

Mr R Bowett 

PE /Rugby 

U15 Rugby 
 

At the time of writing the A team are preparing for their biggest game at Beechen Cliff where they 

will be playing QEH in the last 32 of the National Schools Cup. A fantastic achievement which 

tells the story of another successful season for the year 10s. 
 

The season started back in September away at Kingswood, a big game after a narrow win last 

year. The game could not have been any 

different to last year, Beechen played a 

free flowing game which resulted in a 52

-12 win. The first round of the National 

Schools Cup followed with a visit to 

Churchill, a very physical test with 

Beechen coming out on top 29-0. Easy 

wins over Monkton and Backwell fol-

lowed as well as a win over local rivals 

KES. Our only defeat last season was 

against Marlborough College and the 

result was similar again this year. Marl-

borough teaching us a lesson in          

handling and finishing.  
 

Clifton College withdrew from the National Schools Cup which led to an away trip to Sherborne. 

The team put in their best performance of the season in the first half which led to a well deserved 

21-7 win.  

 

Well done to all players who have represented the U15s this year.  
 

Mr P Macdonald  

PE and Sport 
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Winter Tennis Report 2019 

The senior tennis team has once against entered the LTA Winter Senior 

Students competition. Matches are played from November through to 

March and are mostly played on indoor courts. So far they have had fix-

tures against Millfield B and Writhlington and run out as comfortable win-

ners in both. All four players: John, Joe, Yuji and Will remain undefeated 

in both singles and doubles and are looking forward to the next round in 

January. 

It has also been great to hear of students competing in tournaments and 

weekends and during half term. An 

exciting summer term of both junior 

and senior fixtures awaits! 

Mr T D Markall                                    

i/c tennis 

Day Fixture Meet Transpor

t 

Start Finish/

Return 

Monday 6th 

January 

U15a Hockey vs Prior Park (a) 12:00 MB 13:00 15:00 

1st XI Hockey vs Prior Park (a) 13:00 MB 14:00 16:00 

U14a Hockey vs Prior Park (h) 14:30 n/a 15:00 16:30 

Tuesday 7th 

January 

U14a Hockey vs Katherine Lady Berke-

ley's School (a) 13:15 MB 15:00 18:00 

Wednesday 

8th January 

1st XI Hockey vs Katherine Lady Berke-

ley's School (a) 13:15 MB 15:00 18:00 

U15a Rugby vs tbc (h) (National Cup) tbc tbc tbc tbc 

Thursday           

Friday           

Sporting Fixtures for week commencing 6th January 2020 

Please view online at the Beechen Cliff Sports Website 

Sporting Results  

Correct at the time of publication 

Mr M Walker Jones 

Fixtures Co-ordinator 


