
A-Level Geography Reading List 

None of the texts and DVDs below are compulsory but reading or watching some of them will give 

you useful background information that will relate to some of the topics you will be studying over 

the next year. 

Textbooks 

- Hodder: ‘Edexcel A Level Geography: Book 1’,  ISBN 9781471856549, RRP £25.99 
- Pearson: ‘Edexcel GCE Geography AS Level book 1’,  ISBN 9781292139623, RRP £26.99 
 
Books 

Human Geography 

- Prisoners of Geography by Tim Marshall 

- FactFullness by Hans Rosling 

- The World is Flat by Thomas Friedman 

- The Lexus and the Olive Tree by Thomas Friedman 

- Dead Aid by Dambisa Moyo 

- The Almighty Dollar by Dharshini David 

- 50 things that made the modern economy by Tim Harford 

- Inequality and the 1% by Danny Dorling 

- Population 9 Billion by Danny Dorling 

- Divided: Why We're Living in an Age of Walls by Tim Marshall 

Physical Geography 

- Plate Tectonics Stewart, Iain (22 March 2018).  

- Gaia: A New Look at Life on Earth by James Lovelock 

- Coastal Systems by Simon Haslett 

- The Holocene: An Environmental History by Neil Roberts 

- Living Earth: Outline of the Geology of Iceland by Ari Trausti Guðmundsson 

- Eruptions that shook the world by Clive Oppenheimer, 

- Let There Be Water : Israel's Solution for a Water-Starved World by Sth M. Siegel  

- The shock of the Anthropocene by Christophe Bonneuil and Fressoz 

DVDs 

- Earth Story DVD 

- Earth Power of the Planet DVD 

- How Earth made us DVD 

- Megacities DVD 

- Rise of the continents DVD 

- An Inconvenient Truth DVD  

- Before the Flood DVD 

Magazines 

- The Economist 

- Geography Review 

- Geographical 

- National Geographic 

 



 

Extra A’:Level Geography wider reading/audio/visual learning 

 

Seneca Learn for course content: 

 

Use Seneca Learn to further develop course content for the Edexcel A’Level Geography 

course that we follow. 

 

https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/e863f76a-c037-441e- 

b405-96c1e8649284/section/5f8a85bb-c1a6-42a9-8cab-cf942ddeaf78/session 

 

Physical Geography/Tectonics Audio Visuals 

 

The earth Story series will give you a REALLY GOOD grounding in basic tectonics and 

geology. You will watch a few clips in class but there really is no substitute for watching the 

whole series.  

 

Earth Story Disc 1 link to our media server: 

 

https://drive.google.com/a/beechencliff.org.uk/file/d/1VzV1IJEfhE15SvS 

Cc8OvV9FUVExWLPMg/view?usp=sharing 

 

Earth Story Disc 2 link to our media server: 

 

https://drive.google.com/a/beechencliff.org.uk/file/d/1Z89p-

7d_n_Ha0J4bAL2OlICxblXhIyZc/view?usp=sharing 

 

Human Geography Audio Visuals 

 

In class you will learn about the annexation of Crimea by Russia. This documentary from the 

Simon Reeves and the BBC develops this somewhat and makes for fascinating viewing. The 

third and final legof Simon's Russian journey takes him from the illegally annexedpeninsula 

of  Crimea to the historic Baltic city of St Petersburg. Crimea is part of neighbouring Ukraine 

but was annexed by Russia in 2014. President Putin's government is investing heavily in the 

illegally occupied territory - building a huge bridge linking Crimea to Russia. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b099127q/russia-with-simon-reeve-series-1-episode-3 

 

2. We recommend you read ‘Prisoners of Geography’ by Tim Marshall. This is Tim Marshall 

discussing the book on the radio: 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p07sm1bd 

 

3. There’s some great material here about globalisation and what coronavirus means for it in 

the future. Pick and choose: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=globalisation 

 

Wider Reading online or in subscription form 

 

There are a whole host of Geographical magazines and journals that you can read online or 

take out a subscription for and have them delivered through your door. Do some research 

and have a look at the following: 
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Geographical - The official Magazine of the Royal Geographical Society. View articles 

for free online or take out a subscription. 

https://geographical.co.uk/ 

 

Geography Review: Aimed at A Level Geography students. You can 

take out an online or paper subscription. You can take out a FREE 7 

day trial of the online version so essentially you can read the latest copy for free! 

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/geography/products/16-18/ 

Geography-review-emagazine-volume-33,-2019-20 

 

National Geographic Energy Resource Library: The National Geographic website and 

magazine are too varied to be helpful really but this fantastic website of theirs is a collation of 

all of their ‘Energy’ related stories. Have a rummage. 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/topics/energy/?q=&page=1&per_page=25 

 

Geography is the Geographical Association’s international journal for 

lecturers, teachers and students in post-16 geography. 

https://www.geography.org.uk/Journals/Geography 

 

Ted Talks - All with a Geography theme 

 

TED talks are a great source of Geographical learning. In Oct 2018 the Geographical 

Magazine collated 8 of the best: 

https://geographical.co.uk/reviews/films/item/2977-ted-talks 

 

Another good one from Hans Rosling AKA ‘The Swede’. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sm5xF-UYgdg 

And finally one by Danny Dorling, my old University Lecturer at the University of Sheffield 

who is now a Professor of Geography at the University of Oxford. What does the world look 

like when you map it using data? Social geographer Danny Dorling invites us to see the 

world anew, with his captivating and insightful maps that show Earth as it truly is -- a 

connected, ever-changing and fascinating place in which we all belong. You'll never look at a 

map the same way 

Again.  

https://www.ted.com/talks/danny_dorling_maps_that_show_us_w 

ho_we_are_not_just_where_we_are 
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