
 
 

 

 

A-Level Overview Year 1: English Literature 

Term Teacher 1 Teacher 2 Key Skills / Coursework / 

PSAs / Deadlines 

1 

 

Introduction to American 

Literature. 

The Great Gatsby: 

• Introduction to the Jazz 

Age 

• Study of characters 

• Study of themes 

A Doll’s House: 

• Realism and 

theatre styles 

• Background and 

context. 

• Close study of 

play 

Reading texts. 

Research tasks. 

Essay writing at A Level and 

exploring how you are judged. 

2 

 

The Great Gatsby: 

• Literary techniques and 

study of extracts 

• Different critical 

viewpoints. 

Exploring other extracts from 

American fiction 

A Doll’s House: 

• Background and 

context. 

• Close study of 

play 

• Critical 

Perspectives 

 

Completing reading of texts. 

Reading critical viewpoints 

Learning key literary 

terminology and applying in 

essay tasks 

3 

 

Hamlet: 

• Introduction to 

Tragedy  

• Background and 

context 

• Study of characters 

• Study of themes 

 

The Grapes of Wrath 

• Steinbeck and 

context of the 

Great Depression 

and the 

Migration to 

California 

• Reading and 

analysing the text 

• Preparing an 

independent 

reading research 

presentation on 

an American text 

of your choice 

Reading of poetry and drama 

texts 

Learning important contextual 

links 

Learning key literary concepts 

and applying in essay 

responses 

4 

 

Hamlet: 

• Literary techniques and 

close study of extracts 

• Different critical 

viewpoints 

 

The Grapes of Wrath 

• Continue 

studying text 

with focus on 

unravelling 

Steinbeck’s 

politics and the 

defining qualities 

of an American 

Complete reading 

 



 
 

• Form 

comparisons with 

The Great 

Gatsby. 

 

5 

 

Hamlet 

• Revise characters and 

key themes and all 

topics covered on 

course. 

 

Coursework Poetry 

• Introduction to 

poetry 

component of 

coursework 

• Study of selection 

of poetry and key 

themes 

Mock exam preparation 

Comparison maps and close 

analysis attempts 

Timed essays 

6 

 

Dubliners Introduction 

• Introduction to the 

comparative 

component of the 

coursework 

• Study a selection of 

stories from Dubliners 

• Introduction to 

Modernism  

• Background and 

context 

• Study of characters 

• Study of themes 

• Narrative style 

 

Coursework Poetry 

• Study of selection 

of poetry and key 

themes 

• Writing close 

analysis 

 

 

Produce first coursework 

essay on poetry text 

Read the critical 

interpretations of poetry text. 

  

A-Level Overview Year 2: English Literature 

Term Teacher 1  Teacher 2  Key Skills / 
Coursework / PSAs 
/ Deadlines 

1  The Ferryman: 
• Introduction to Jez 

Butterworth 
• Study of characters 
•  Study of key themes 
• Explore different critical 

interpretations of the 
play 

• Explore context of The 
Troubles 

Dubliners: 
• Continuing work started 

in Year 12 
 
The Merchant’s Prologue and 
Tale 

• Introduction to 
medieval society and 
culture 

• Reading portrait from 
The General Prologue 

• Reading the Merchant’s 
Prologue 

Reading stories and 
drama 
Research tasks 
Essay writing at A 
Level and learning 
of AOs 
 
Yeats Coursework 
due final week 
before the half-
term holiday. Final 
deadline. 



 
 

• Study of Middle English 

2  Completion of coursework 
folder: 

• How to compare texts 
• Different critical 

viewpoints 
• Drafting and writing 

final piece 

American Literature Extracts 
• Begin preparing for the 

unseen element of the 
exam. 

• Learning American 
context 1880-1940 
beyond the texts 
covered 

Studying exemplar material  

The Merchant’s Prologue and 
Tale 

• The Merchant’s Tale. 
• Study of critical 

interpretations of The 
Merchant’s Prologue 
and Tale. 

 

Completing reading 
of texts. 
Reading critical 
viewpoints 
Learning key 
literary terminology 
and applying in 
essay tasks  

3  American Literature 
preparation: 

• Revision and 
comparison The Great 
Gatsby and The Grapes 
of Wrath 

• Contextual study 

American Literature Extracts 
• Continue preparing for 

the unseen element of 
the exam. 

• Learning American 
context 1880-1940 
beyond the texts 
covered 

• Studying exemplar 
material 

 

The Merchant’s Prologue and 
Tale/A Doll’s House: 

• Revision of A Doll’s 
House 

• Comparing the texts 
• Exam technique 
• Addressing the AOs  

Reading of poetry, 
prose and drama 
texts 
Learning important 
contextual links 
Learning key 
literary concepts 
and applying in 
essay responses 

 
Comparison 
coursework due 
during the final 
week before 
February half-
term. Final 
deadline. 

4  Hamlet 
• Revise play: context, 

characters, themes, 
language analysis 

• Re-read critical articles 
• How to approach the 

extract question  

Preparation of Unseen 
component: 

• Extract analysis 
• Meeting the AOs 

 

Complete re-
reading of drama 
and poetry texts. 
Re-reading of 
critical articles  

5  Exam preparation: 
• Student-led revision of 

all texts 
• Meeting the AOs 
• Studying exemplar 

material 
 

Synoptic preparation: 
• Skills in comparing texts 
• Meeting the AOs 
• Studying exemplar 

material 

Re-read texts 
Study extracts 
Timed essay 
practice 
Resources on OCR 
website 

 


