
Key Stage Three German Curriculum Outline 

Year 8 Curriculum 

The majority of pupils will take up a second language in year 8 and continue with that language into year 9, as well as continuing 
with their study  
of  French.  In year 8 we focus right from the outset on communicating at sentence level as well as on structures, building on their 
knowledge of language acquisition gained during year 7 French. We aim to embed a deeper knowledge of core communicative 
functions coupled with an understanding of, and ability to use, grammatical structures including present, past and future tenses 
which allow for more autonomous use of language. Key skills such as listening, reading, memorisation, translation, coping with 
complex texts and unfamiliar language as well as developing fluency in speaking and writing about a variety of topics are regularly 
developed and consolidated in lessons and homeworks. This will provide a strong foundation for the continuation of German into 
year 9 and eventually into the GCSE course should pupils decide to continue with German at KS4. 
 
The content of our curriculum provides learners with the ability to talk about themselves as well as others and the world around 
them. Through the teaching of MFL, pupils are taught to accept and embrace other languages and cultures. 
 

Timeline  Content and assessments  Skills/ Keywords 

Term 1  Introducing yourself: 
 
Giving Personal details (name, numbers, age). 
Describing personalities & characters. 
Talking about where you live and introducing the names of other 
countries. 
 
 
Assessment: Listening and reading comprehension. 
 
 
 

● Develop knowledge of vocabulary. 
● Recognise fundamental German word rules 

(capital letters for nouns, pronunciation of 
certain letters in the alphabet). 

● Understand and use question words. 
● Form extended sentences using a range of 

connectives. 
● Understand basic present tense verb 

endings. 
● Introducing possessive adjectives. 
● Using the verbs haben and sein. 
● Cultural awareness of German-speaking 

countries. 



Term 2  Family & pets: 
 
Talking about family members including ages, description in the 3rd 
person, birthdays and saying what your pets or family members can 
do 

 
 
Assessment: Informal writing and translation into English. 

● Recognising masculine, feminine and neuter 
pronouns. 

● Understanding the emphasis the German 
language places upon the gender of nouns & 
understanding the use of compound words. 

● Recognising popular German names. 
● Developing vocabulary further in order to 

transfer language and verb forms learned 
from the 1st to the 3rd person. 

● Using modal verbs with the infinitive to be 
able to say what pets or family members can 
do. Developing a range of adjectives to be 
able to give more detailed descriptions. 

● Using ordinal numbers. 

Term 3  Freetime:  
 
Discussing sports, leisure activities, mobile phones and computers. 
Giving opinions and making your writing more varied and 
interesting. 

 
 

 
 
 

● Increase vocabulary by introducing varied 
leisure activities and sports. 

● Understanding that different sports are 
played in German schools (eg: Handball). 

● Developing the pupils’ range of present 
tense verbs and being able to give opinions 
using ‘gern’, ‘nicht gern’ etc… 

● Introducing irregular verbs. 
● Using correct word order and learning the 

‘verb second’ rule. 
● Talking about the future using the present 

tense construction. 

Term 
4&5 

School: 
 
Talking about subjects you study, days and times when you have 
those subjects, description of teachers and talking about facilities 
and rules at school. 

 

● Using subordinating conjunctions in order to 
be able to justify opinions and to further 
develop knowledge of word order rules. 

● Embedding use of possessive adjectives to 
be able to give extra details about teachers. 



Assessment: Speaking and translation into German. 
Topic Revision. 

● Re-visit modal verbs with the infinitive to 
say what teachers can or can’t do. 

Term 
5&6 

Town: 
 
Talking about what there is in town and going shopping to buy 
souvenirs and snacks.  
Talking about summer holiday plans using the future tense. 

  
 

Assessment: End of Year Exam (Listening, Reading and Writing). 

● Being able to talk about what there is and 
isn’t in your town using es gibt + accusative 
case. 

● Using the conditional tense to ask for what 
you would like. 

● Revision of numbers and cultural awareness 
of Euros and Cents in order to be able to ask 
and understand prices. 

● Starting to understand the mechanics of the 
future tense using werden. 

  In addition to the skills listed above the following skills will be taught throughout each year 8 topic: 
 
● Understand and apply rules of pronunciation  
● Understand familiar language as well as work out the meaning of some unfamiliar language in context, to translate 

meaning into English and understand reading and listening texts 
● Translate phrases into German using both new and previously learnt language. 
● Write accurately and in detail about the topics covered using both new and previously learnt language. 
 
Assessment: assessments every main term covering all 4 skills as well as the end of year exam. 

How to support your son: 
 

● Encourage your son to engage with his language-learning regularly - little and often is ideal. 
● Support him with the completion of homework -  in particular with learning vocabulary. (You can cover the English to 

check the understanding from German to English and then cover the German to see what has been retained (English to 
German) - test them! 

● Ensure your son has the correct equipment  - in particular his exercise book containing all necessary sentence builders for 
each topic, a glue stick, a ruler, a pencil and a selection of pens including a green one. 

● Encourage your son to watch any age- appropriate German programmes with subtitles, cartoons or series available on 
YouTube, Netflix and Amazon Prime. Great YouTube channels for German beginners are ‘Super Easy German’ or ‘Learn 



German with Anja’. 
● Encourage your son to listen to German music with lyrics on Spotify or YouTube. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 9 Curriculum 

All pupils continue with German in Year 9 in addition to French. In Year 9 we continue to build on core communicative functions 
and grammatical structures including past and future tenses which allow for more autonomous use of language. This will provide a 
strong foundation for the GCSE course should pupils decide to continue with German at KS4.  
 
The content of our curriculum continues to provide learners with the ability to talk about themselves as well as others and the world 
around them building upon vocabulary and structures learnt in year 8.  Key skills such as listening, reading, memorisation, 
translation, coping with complex texts and unfamiliar language as well as developing fluency in speaking and writing about a 
variety of topics are regularly developed and consolidated in lessons and homeworks.  We start the GCSE content from Term 5 in 
year 9. This allows us the time to focus on learning topics and vocabulary as well as developing the skills required to succeed in 
communication and understanding at a more complex level.  
 
Through the teaching of MFL, pupils continue to be taught to accept and embrace other languages and cultures. 
 

Timeline  Content and assessments  Skills/ Keywords 

Term 1  Holidays:  
 
Comparing places as they are now and how they used to be.  
 
Talking about what you did on holiday, how you travelled and what 
the weather was like. 
 
 
Assessment: Listening and reading comprehension. 

● Developing knowledge of vocabulary and 
grammar. 

● Increasing number of adjectives in pupils’ 
active vocabulary. 

● Describing places in the past using war, hatte 
and es gab. 

● Introducing the perfect tense with haben in 
order to talk about what you did on holiday. 

● Introducing the perfect tense with sein in 
order to talk about how you travelled. 

● Consolidate knowledge of present tense 
verb endings including being able to talk 
about other people. 



Term 2  Media: 
 
Talking about film preferences and programmes you watch on the 
TV. 
 
Discussing your reading preferences. 
Talking about screen time 
Assessment: Formal writing and reading. 

● Develop knowledge of vocabulary  (tv 
programmes, film types, musical genres, 
books and technology). 

● Form extended sentences using a range of 
verbs in the present tense. 

● Understand a wider range of complex 
opinions. 

● Use prepositions with the dative case. 
● Understand questions in the perfect tense. 
● Introducing sollen and duerfen. 

Term 3  Screen Time (continuation from media): 
 
Healthy Living: 
 
Talking about typical German breakfasts and traditional German 
food. 
Understanding and using recipes. 
Talking about healthy lifestyles. 
 
Assessment: Speaking and translation from English into German 
and from German into English. 

● Using the irregular verbs essen and nehmen. 
● Introducing the concept of the imperative to 

understand recipes. 
● Using the modal verb muessen to talk about 

healthy lifestyles. 
● Introducing new adjectives and using 

comparative adjectives to compare foods at 
dinner parties. 

● Learning to read longer texts in order to 
understand the gist of the information given. 

● Introduce the German idea of a ‘second 
breakfast’. 

Term 
4&5 

Health continued… 
 
Outings & class trips: 
 
Understanding rules in a youth hostel and discussing daily routine. 
Understanding and giving directions. 
Describing a festival. 
 
 

● Understanding rules using modal verbs. 
● Using reflexive verbs ensuring accurate use 

of pronouns. 
● Recognising use of reflexive verbs in the 

perfect tense. 
● Using separable verbs ensuring correct word 

order. 
● Recognising use of separable verbs in the 

perfect tense. 
● Using wenn clauses with correct word order. 



● Building on knowledge of prepositions and 
the cases they take. 

Term 6  Begin the GCSE course.  
 
Me, my family and friends and personal relationships. 

 
Assessment: End of Year Exam (Listening, Reading and Writing). 
 

● Develop knowledge of more complex 
phrases to talk about yourself, your family 
and friends vocabulary. 

● Use possessive adjectives to talk about your 
friends and family. 

● Use adjectives accurately to describe other 
people including making comparisons. 

● Use reflexive verbs to be able to talk about 
relationships with family and friends. 

  In addition to the skills listed above the following skills will be taught throughout each year 9 topic: 
 

● Understand and apply rules of pronunciation  
● Understand familiar language as well as work out the meaning of some unfamiliar language in context, to 

translate meaning into English and understand reading and listening texts 
● Translate phrases into German using both new and previously learnt language. 
● Write accurately and in detail about the topics covered using both new and previously learnt language. 

 
Assessment: summative assessments every main term covering all 4 skills as well as the end of year exam. 

How to support your son: 
 

● Encourage your son to engage with his language-learning regularly - little and often is ideal. 
● Support him with the completion of homework -  in particular with learning vocabulary. (You can cover the English to 

check the understanding from German to English and then cover the German to see what has been retained (English to 
German) - test them! 

● Ensure your son has the correct equipment  - in particular his exercise book containing all necessary sentence builders for 
each topic, a glue stick, a ruler, a pencil and a selection of pens including a green one. 

● Encourage your son to watch any age- appropriate German programmes with subtitles, cartoons or series available on 
YouTube, Netflix and Amazon Prime. Great YouTube channels for German beginners are ‘Super Easy German’ or ‘Learn 
German with Anja’. 



● Encourage your son to listen to German music with lyrics on Spotify or YouTube. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


