
Key Stage Three Religion, Philosophy and Ethics Curriculum Outline 

Year 7 Curriculum 

The rationale behind the KS3 RPE curriculum is to enable students to build a broad understanding of various world religious 

traditions, and to develop skills in the study of philosophy and ethics. The curriculum is designed to build a deep understanding and 

appreciation of spiritual, moral, cultural and social issues, as well as enabling students to understand and demonstrate British 

Values. The modules studied at KS3 are intended to encourage students to become balanced, compassionate, tolerant and socially 

aware individuals, with the transferable skills required to make positive contributions to society. 

 

Grades are awarded through a variety of assessment activities, including essays, presentations and group work. 

 

Timeline Content and assessments Skills/ Keywords 

Term 1 Introduction to religion and belief 
Introduction and recalling knowledge about different religious beliefs 
held across different groups around the world and amongst British 
culture (cultural) - this includes different places of worship, forms of 
worship, and religious leaders.  
Understand that everyone has a different worldview, and how this 
affects how we live our lives. 
Develop respect and empathy towards opinions and beliefs of other 
people, as well as giving them opportunity to develop their own 
ideas and opinions. (spiritual, moral) 
Conversational skills introduced as well as developing the literacy 
skills of 'discuss'  and 'explain' in written work with set structures and 
writing frames given. (literacy) 
 
Assessment: Topic knowledge (including spelling) and baseline 
assessment of skills (describe, explain, evaluate)  
 

Introduce: 
● Groupwork/Teamwork 
●  Resilience 
●  Analysis 
● Evaluation 
● Description  
● Balance  
● General and religious literacy 
● Organisation 
● Creativity 
●  Oral/Discussion   
● Listening to others   
● Decision making   
● Target Setting   
● Responsibility; Independence   
● Challenge  
● Curiosity  
● Compassion  

Term 2 Religious Stories 
Students are to learn stories and recall key information from texts 



given each week, for example, the Jewish and Christian stories of 
Purim and Noah's ark, different religions' creation stories, the Hindu 
story of Holi . They learn to summarise and highlight key information, 
and analyse how each story could be important to the religion it has 
come from. (literacy, spiritual, moral) They will also determine 
whether they could learn any morals from the stories that could be 
applied to their lives. (moral)  Higher ability students will be able to 
begin to apply analysis skills to examine whether these stories are 
as relevant today in modern British culture (British values, literacy) 
 
Assessment: Evaluation of the importance of religious stories 
in modern society 
 

●  Aspiration   
● Recall  
● Explanation  
● Persuasion  
● Risk taking  
● Social and Cultural awareness 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Term 3  Christianity  
Students are to recall their basic knowledge of Christianity primary 
school, and to build upon this knowledge. They will look at different 
denominations within Christianity, the trinity, miracles and parables 
of Jesus, and the significance of Jesus’ death and resurrection for 
Christians.Students will develop understanding (spiritual, moral) of 
how Christianity has influenced British society today, and where 
morals in Christianity are in line with their own (cultural and moral) 
with particular focus on the Golden Rule. 
 
Assessment: Questions include recall of key words, analysis of 
Bible passages and explanation of how they influence 
Christians today, and evaluation of the importance of Easter for 
Christiant. 

Term 4 Rites of Passage 
Students are to develop empathy and understanding of how being 
religious will influence a person's life through rites of passage. 
(spiritual, moral). They will understand spiritual meanings behind 
religious practices, such as Brit Milah, baptism and marriage. They 
will search for similarities and differences with non-religious and 
religious practices held in Britain today, and give their opinions on 



them. (cultural, British values) 
Assessment: Describe and explain questions on rites of 
passage 
 

Term 5 Hinduism  
Students are to learn key features of Hinduism, such as the festival 
of Holi, the Hindu concept of God (including gods and goddesses), 
the concept of karma and samsara. Students continue to use set 
written structures to practise the literacy skills of explanation and 
discuss, to explain key beliefs, and evaluate their significance to 
themselves and religious believers. (spiritual, moral) Students will 
develop understanding of what it is like to be a Hindu in Britain, and 
how Hindu practices might differ around the world 
(cultural).  Students are to compare and contrast Hindu beliefs to 
their own. They are to determine how concepts such as karma, 
might influence a Hindu's moral code and practice (moral). 
 
Assessment: Year 7 summer exam (questions from all 5 topics, 
including recall, key words, describe, explain and evaluation 
questions) 

Term 6  Introduction to Philosophy  
The Philosophy units are key for teaching students the skills of 
understanding, empathy and respect for other's views. The main 
focus is on debating and verbal discussions, key for developing their 
own opinions, confidence, resilience and social skills. 
Students are to evaluate, discuss and formulate opinions on abstract 
concepts such as 'perspective,' 'colour,' 'identity,' 'God', 'evil and 
suffering'. They are encouraged to draw in knowledge from previous 
topics, other subjects or current affairs in order to learn to justify their 
arguments. Students are taught to listen, and debate with respect for 
each other and opinions different to their own, to teach them to be 
successful citizens in society. 
 
Assessment: Write a response to a philosophical question, 



including as many different views as possible, with evaluation.  
 

How to support your child: 
● Encourage your child to watch the news (we recommend News Round) and to be interested in current affairs  
● Visit some local places of worship (e.g. Bath Abbey) 
● Encourage your child to read some of the books on the recommended reading list (found on school website)  
● Encourage your child to do some wider research online around the topics they are particularly interested in 
● Engage in philosophical and ethical discussions at home 

 
Ensure pupils have the correct equipment: Pen, pencil, ruler, exercise book 

Visit the faculty website  

 

 

Year 8 Curriculum 

The rationale behind the KS3 RPE curriculum is to enable students to build a broad understanding of various world religious 

traditions, and to develop skills in the study of philosophy and ethics. The curriculum is designed to build a deep understanding and 

appreciation of spiritual, moral, cultural and social issues, as well as enabling students to understand and demonstrate British 

Values. The modules studied at KS3 are intended to encourage students to become balanced, compassionate, tolerant and socially 

aware individuals, with the transferable skills required to make positive contributions to society. 

 

Grades are awarded through a variety of assessment activities, including essays, GCSE style questions in Year 8 and 9, 

presentations and group work. 

 

Timeline Content and assessments Skills/ Keywords 

Term 1 Role Models 
Students are to study a different role model each week, such as 
Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks, Malcolm X, Corrie Ten 

Develop 

● Groupwork/Teamwork 



Boom, Malala Yousafzai. Students are to explain why some people 
would consider these people to be role models, and evaluate 
whether they think they are a role model in society today (moral, 
cultural, social, British values). They will examine morality and what 
makes a person ‘good’, evaluating whether they are a good role 
model or not and whether current celebrities or people in the public 
eye are good role models today. (moral, cultural, literacy). Students 
will that the chosen role models were/are all advocates for civil 
rights. 
 
Assessment: The students' assessment in this module is a 
group presentation. They learn how to conduct independent 
and collective research, summarise and present this. Group 
work skills are developed, and students peer assess each 
other's presentations in order to aid their oral development. 
(literacy) 
 

●  Resilience; 
●  Analysis; 
●  Evaluation;  
● Description;  
● Balance;  
● General and religious literacy; 
●  Organisation;  
● Creativity;  
● Oral/Discussion;  
●  Listening to others;  
●  Decision making;  
●  Target Setting;   
● Responsibility; 
●  Independence;  
● Challenge;   
● Curiosity;   
● Compassion;   
● Aspiration;  
●  Recall;   
● Explanation;  
● Persuasion;  
● Risk taking;  
● Social and Cultural awareness. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Term 2 Sikhi 
Many students may not have much prior knowledge on Sikhi. 
Students will explain key beliefs and practices in Sikhi, such as sewa 
(charity), the formation of the khalsa, the Gurdwara, the Guru Granth 
Sahib and the 5 Ks. Students will develop understanding of what it is 
like to be a Sikh in Britain today and develop religious tolerance by 
learning about different practices (British values).  
 
Students will practice extended writing tasks, and continue to 
develop their evaluation answers when considering topics such as 
'evaluate whether Sikhs should be allowed to not wear motorbike 
helmets in the UK today in order to wear the turban/carry daggers’'. 
(literacy, British values, spiritual, moral, cultural) 
 
Assessment: questions include recall of key words and 
identification of the 5 Ks, recall of the formation of the Khalsa 
and explanation of its importance; analysis of passages from 
the GGS and evaluation of the importance of religious practices 



in relation to the law. 

Term 3 Ethics in Sport  
Students explore moral questions and religious stories in relation to 
sport, for example 'Should religious expression be allowed on the 
sports field?' 'Should footballers be allowed to earn as much money 
as they do?' ‘Should sporting events be organised around religious 
festivals/days of observance?’ They answer these questions using 
their own opinions and different religious beliefs (Spiritual, moral, 
cultural, British values). Students will use case studies of Gretel 
Bergmann and Eric Liddell to examine the conflict between religion 
and sport. Students will examine the presence of racism in sport 
(past and present), and create campaigns to end this (spiritual, 
moral, cultural, British Values). They will further develop their 
evaluation skills, and be presented with quotes from religious text to 
be able to develop their use of justification in their answers (literacy, 
analysis). 
 
Assessment: Evaluation question - can religion and sport mix? 
 

Term 4  Islam  
Students will learn some key beliefs and practices of Islam, including 
the Prophet Muhammad and revelation of the Qur’an, the 5 pillars, 
the concept of jihad in Islam compared the common misconceptions, 
women wearing the veil, halal food and Islamic art (spiritual, moral, 
cultural, social). Students will examine different experiences of 
British Muslims, and discuss Islamophobia (including impact and 
challenging prejudicial views). 
Students will practise extended written questions each week 
(literacy) 
 
Assessment: Students create a leaflet describing and 
explaining the key beliefs of Islam.   
 



Term 5 Beliefs and Worldviews 
Students will study beliefs and worldviews they may not have 
studied before, although may be familiar with some from the news. 
Students will examine what criteria must be met for a belief system 
to become a recognised ‘religion’, and evaluate whether Jediism can 
be identified as such. They will study the history and key beliefs of 
Baha’i, Rastafari, Humanism and Traditional African religion (with 
the option to do some further research on Paganism and 
Scientology). They will enable students to respect the views of 
people from different backgrounds around the world (cultural, social, 
British Values); they will draw comparisons between belief systems 
and find common moral values and teachings (moral) and reflect on 
their own beliefs and values (spiritual). 
 
Assessment: Students will continue to practice describe, 
explain and evaluation questions throughout this topic. 
 

Term 6 Introduction to Ethics 
Students will learn what the term ‘ethics’ means, and debate the 
importance of having rules and moral guides in life, using the Golden 
Rule as an example (moral, cultural, social, British Values). Students 
will be introduced to ethical issues which are relevant to the modern 
world. They will explore the issue, the law surrounding it, and 
evaluate a range of responses to the issue (including religious 
teachings); issues include environmental ethics, animal testing, 
human rights and poverty (social, moral, cultural). 
 
Assessment: Students will continue to practice describe, 
explain and evaluation questions throughout this topic. 
 
Year 8 summer exam 

How to support your child: 
● Encourage your child to watch the news (we recommend News Round and the BBC website) and to be interested in current 

affairs  



● Visit some local places of worship (e.g. Bath Abbey, Bath mosque) 
● Encourage your child to read some of the books on the recommended reading list (found on school website)  
● Encourage your child to do some wider research online around the topics they are particularly interested in 
● Engage in philosophical and ethical discussions at home 

Ensure pupils have the correct equipment: pen, pencil, ruler, exercise book 

Visit the faculty website  

  

Year 9 Curriculum 

The rationale behind the KS3 RPE curriculum is to enable students to build a broad understanding of various world religious 

traditions, and to develop skills in the study of philosophy and ethics. The curriculum is designed to build a deep understanding and 

appreciation of spiritual, moral, cultural and social issues, as well as enabling students to understand and demonstrate British 

Values. The modules studied at KS3 are intended to encourage students to become balanced, compassionate, tolerant and socially 

aware individuals, with the transferable skills required to make positive contributions to society.  

 

Grades are awarded through a variety of assessment activities, including essays, GCSE style questions in Year 8 and 9, 

presentations and group work 

 

Timeline Content and assessments Skills/ Keywords 

Term 1 Capital Punishment  
Students will evaluate the use of capital punishment, looking at 
different religious and non-religious reasons for and against it, and 
forming their own opinion. They will look at the history and law  of 
capital punishment in the UK, and consider particular case studies 
(moral, cultural, social, British Values). Students will answer 
evaluation questions, developing their use of evidence from religious 
texts to justify their answers. Higher ability students will be able to 
analyse texts given as well, and explain why there are different 
responses within religions (literacy). 
 

Embed: 
● Groupwork/Teamwork 
● Resilience; 
● Analysis;  
● Evaluation;  
● Description;  
● Balance;  
● General and religious literacy;  
● Organisation;  
● Creativity;  



Assessment: Students write a script for a TV debate 
programme exploring the death penalty - describing and 
explaingin a range of views (with reference to religious 
teachings) and evlaution of these views to form their own 
jusified opinion 
 

● Oral/Discussion;  
● Listening to others;  
● Decision making;  
● Target Setting; Responsibility;  
● Independence;  
● Challenge;  
● Curiosity; Compassion;  
● Aspiration;  
● Recall;  
● Explanation;  
● Persuasion;  
● Risk taking:  
● Social and Cultural awareness; 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Term 2 Medical Ethics 
Students are introduced to topics such as 'saviour siblings’, organ 
transplants, ‘designer babies’ and cloning.  Students will evaluate 
religious and non-religious  responses to these ethical concepts, and 
formulate their own opinions (spiritual, moral, cultural, social) 
through discussion, debate, group work, presentations and written 
answers (literacy).  They will learn empathy towards differing 
opinions of sensitive topics, and consider why laws concerning these 
issues are in place (British values).  
 
Assessment: key words, knowledge recall, describe, explain 
and evaluation questions (with use of evidence) 

Term 3 Judaism and The Holocaust  
Students study basic beliefs and practices in Judaism and recognise 
the significance of these to modern Jews (as well as the significance 
of the loss of these during the Holocaust) - for example, Abraham 
and the covenant, and the Exodus. Students will understand the 
meaning of anti-Semitism and the use of propaganda (skills also 
developed in History); they use primary pieces of evidence to 
investgate Jewish life pre-war in Europe, as well as historical Anti-
Semitism, developing their empathy skills (as well as social, moral, 
spiritual and cultural links). Students develop their understanding of 
moral responsibility in relation to perpetrators, rescuers and 
bystanders, and consider the impact of the Holocaust on the faith of 
Jewish people, and on Judaism as a religion (spiritual link). Students 
finally evaluate their own response to the Holocaust and assess 
what makes suitable memorials to the Holocaust, and their views on 
maintaining concentration camps as museums (SMSC and British 



Values). Students use literacy skills throughout this SOW, and as it 
culminates in a drop-down Holocaust Education Day, they use 
knowledge from subjects such as Maths, Art, D&T, Geography, MFL 
and English to embed their skills. 
 
Assessment: Students create their own reflective response to 
the Holocaust  
 

Term 4  Peace and Conflict 
Students build on their prior learning in RPE and History of conflict, 
specifically in cases where religion causes/has an impact on conflict. 
Students will study the definition and other examples of genoicde 
(with the context of the Holocaust), study a number of examples of 
conflict and religion, including Syria (also Sunni and Shi'a Muslim 
divide), Israel and Palestine, China and Tibet and the Troubles in 
Ireland. They will develop an awareness of current events by 
studying conflicts which are on- going, and evaluate the impact of 
conflict on people (for example the refugee crisis as a result of the 
Syrian civil war). They will study the theory of Just War (using recall 
of WW2 knowledge as an example) and pacifism (and conscientious 
objectors) and evaluate their views on these theories (moral, social, 
spiritual). Students are embedding the value of compassion, and 
being encouraged to have a social, moral and political awareness 
(British Values). 
 
Assessment: Key words, knowledge recall, describe, explain 
and evaluation questions (with use of evidence) 
 

Term 5 Philosophy 
This module will allow students to develop their opinions to 
questions such as 'Why does evil exist?' 'Am I truly free?''Does God 
exist?', and topics such as the afterlife and science and religion. It 
encourages students to reflect on their beliefs, and also consider 
opinions that are opposite to their own, teaching respect and 



tolerance (spiritual, moral, cultural, social and British values). 
Students practice abstract thinking, and allow this to shape their 
creativeness and independent thought in their written and oral 
responses (literacy).  
 
 
Assessment: Key words, knowledge recall, describe, explain 
and evaluation questions (with use of evidence) 
 

Term 6 Critical Thinking 
This module was written to help students develop critical thinking 
skills crucial to further study in a variety of disciplines, as well as a 
deeper understanding of the media and current affairs. Students will 
identify the difference between fake and real news, be able to 
identify bias in the media, name three types of logical fallacy and 
identity examples of each and study conspiracy theories (including 
how to identify them). Students will develop their own sense of 
identity by reflecting on the influences on their opinions and beliefs, 
and gain confidence in using reliable sources to inform their own 
views in a way that avoids false information and reliance on bias. 
 
Assessment: Year 9 summer exam 

 

How to support your child: 
● Encourage your child to watch the news (we recommend News Round and the BBC website) and to be interested in current 

affairs  
● Visit some local places of worship (e.g. Bath Abbey, Bath mosque) 
● Encourage your child to read some of the books on the recommended reading list (found on school website)  
● Encourage your child to do some wider research online around the topics they are particularly interested in 
● Engage in philosophical and ethical discussions at home 

 
Ensure pupils have the correct equipment: Pen, Pencil, Ruler, exercise book 

Visit the faculty website  

  


