Summer Newsletter 2020

Message from the Headmaster
Dear Parents and Carers
We reach the end of an academic year that is unlikely to
be repeated; either in terms of the speed with which the
'normal' school year was curtailed or by the impact on so
many children and their families. I know that for many
the impact of the pandemic is likely to involve consequences which run far beyond the point at which we are
told that everything has returned to 'normality'. The
economic and social impacts will have been, and will be,
felt by families across the country. Our best hope is to
make sure that as a school we are able to do what we can
to support your children and the families connected with
Beechen Cliff in the months ahead.
Children are, I am always told (not least by my own),
resilient and will be more able to fall back into the pattern
of the new academic year after the long and enforced
break. Whilst this may well be true for many I know that
the capacity to get support if needed and to be able to
express how they feel is still important and something you
know we take seriously at the school. I must commend
the work of 'Boys in Mind', a local organisation which has
worked with the school over two years and is now having a
wider impact on schools and organisations supporting
children across the country. The work being undertaken
at Beechen Cliff in collaboration with Boys in Mind is
showcased in a short film created over the last two months
and for which a link is attached in this newsletter.
I would normally be able to now move on to talk about
the array of arts, sporting and outdoor education
experiences which have filled a busy and productive
term. This year, alas, this is not to be. The bowling
machine remains unused and the cricket ball bag in my
office remains zipped and gathering dust. I know the significant difference the broader work of the school has on
our children and I am as determined as you will be that
we can throw ourselves back into providing the extracurricular experiences which really do shape our children
and spark enthusiasm in ways which often takes them into
later life. Having just had the privilege of watching the
application videos for the Head Boy and Girl, reading
their letters and then being involved in the interview
process, I know the way the school has helped to prepare
them as they build on the character traits developed and
put them into practice, leading their fellow students and

having an impact on many aspects of Lower School life, in short, helping the younger boys prepare themselves to
take on roles for themselves in the future and to make
the connection between the offer we make and the lives
they will live beyond school. September, however, will
not see an immediate return to the school life we
want. There will be restrictions and many of the aspects
of school life we take for granted will not necessarily be as
we wish. In typical Beechen Cliff spirit, however, I
believe we will learn a great deal about ourselves and give
the pupils and students an experience which is very
positive and which allows them that chance to get back
in, to be with friends and the staff who have missed
them.
I cannot sign off before thanking you, as parents, for the
incredible contribution you have made to your own
children. The Pressures of balancing so many elements of
everyday life and having to support home education has
been great and I want to thank you for your obvious
resilience and determination. You certainly deserve a
summer break in some form and I do hope you manage
one. From the whole Beechen Cliff community I wish
you a very good break.

Mr A Davies
Headmaster

Exam Results Days
A Level Results Day: 13th August
GCSE Results Day: 20th August
Letters have been sent to Year 11 and U6th parents/carers
and students in the last week with information about the
process for the collection of results in August.
L6th Further Maths students, who were entered for A Level
Maths this year, will be contacted directly by the Examinations Officer with their grades once all Year 11 and U6th
results have been received.
M T D Markall
Deputy Head (Curriculum)

Start of the Year Programme
The school will be fully re-opening for all pupils and students in September. The outline for the start of the
new academic year is given below.

Tuesday 1st September:

INSET Day 1

Staff training

Wednesday 2nd September:

INSET Day 2

Staff training

Thursday 3rd September:

Induction Day for Year 7
pupils and L6th students

Year 7 pupils should report to the
Main Hall at 8.25am.
L6th students will be provided with
details for the induction day on
enrolment, following GCSE results

We are aiming for video communication with pupils in Years 8-11
and U6th students on this day to prepare them for the term
ahead.
A small number of pupils may be invited into school by the
Learning Support team to help them prepare for the new school
year. Parents/carers will be contacted directly by the SENDCo.
Friday 4th September:

Full day for all pupils and students beginning at 8.25am

7th September onwards:

Full timetable for all pupils and students beginning at 8.25am
each day.

A significant amount of planning is taking place and a comprehensive risk assessment is being undertaken.
Once completed, the risk assessment will be published on the school website. Please be assured that mental
health and well-being will be at the heart of these plans. We will write to you with further details of the
arangements later in the summer.
In the meantime I wish you all an enjoyable summer.
Mr T D Markall
Deputy Head (Curriculum)

Letter from Assistant Head (Teaching and
Learning)
Dear Parents, Carers and Students,
Congratulations for making it to the end of the academic
year and for enduring what ended up being more than two
school terms of home learning. I am very pleased that as a
community, with the support of our parents and the hard
work of both our teachers and students, Beechen Cliff
students have been able to continue with their learning and
have continued to make progress despite the school site
being partially closed. Of course there will be some work to
do in getting all of our students caught up and to the same
place in September, but this can largely be on an individual
level due to the high engagement rate of our students during
lockdown.
I thought you may be interested to know that during Term
6, there were 4,683 posts by Beechen Cliff teachers on
Google Classroom, the vast majority of which have been lessons which have been planned, adapted and delivered as best
as possible in an online format. Some of the posts also
include messages of encouragement or the sharing of materials with our students. 1,100 Google Meet sessions have also
taken place this term, with staff delivering live video lessons
for our year 10 and Lower Sixth students, and providing
some one to one provision where necessary. This number
also includes the tutor Google Meet sessions which have taken place with all year groups over the past few weeks. All of
these sessions have taken place alongside our in-school provision for year 10 students, our key worker and vulnerable
children provision, and the continued delivery of online
lessons using Google Classroom.
Some parents have asked about the accessibility of Show My
Homework and Google Classroom over the summer
holidays, in case there are some pieces of work that your son
or daughter would like to get caught up on or review over
during the summer holidays. This may be a good idea for
year 10 and Lower Sixth students who may have missed
some pieces of work, and for year 9 students who will be
starting their GCSE courses in September. Google Classroom will remain active and fully accessible throughout the
summer holidays, however you may experience some issues
with Show My Homework, as we are changing our register
system, so this will be being carried over during the break.
You will be reassured to know that staff have been allocated
time on our staff training days in September to set up
Google Classrooms for their new classes, and all staff will
receive further training and guidelines on successful remote
learning, in case there is a need to return to this set up again
in the future (though hopefully this will not happen!).
Thank you once again for all of the support you have given
during this strange time. I hope you and your families have a
lovely, well-earned summer.
Best wishes,
Ms S Sullivan
Assistant Head (Teaching and Learning)

Message from Mr Oldham, Deputy Head, about
the Solution Focused Survey and Mental Health
Support over the Summer
I wrote to you in late May outlining the school’s response to
supporting pupils and students’ mental health during the
Covid-19 pandemic. Building on our mental health work to
date, I told you about two of our approaches to this: trauma
informed practice and a solution focused (SF) approach. As
you are aware, we have been sharing SF questions each week in
the newsletter and through SMHW for pupils and students.
Year 10 pupils attending school have also had some direct SF
work with teachers.
Last week we asked you to complete a survey about how your
awareness of, and confidence to use, SF approaches has
developed this term, about whether you have had SF
conversations with your child(ren) and about any positive
changes as a result of using the approach. I would like to thank
the many of you who completed the survey and in particular
those who were able to share some detail on the SF
conversations in your households!
Based on the parent survey responses, I am pleased to report
that over half tried some or all of the questions and most felt
that their confidence had increased. Some felt that the format
needed changing and that the questions needed to be easier to
find. The majority found the scaling question (a key aspect of
the SF approach) easy to use and more had a positive
experience with the questions than not. Encouragingly, over
70% said that they would like to learn more about how to have
SF conversations. You may be interested to know that over
80% of year 10 pupils in school found having SF conversations
to be a positive experience.
Your feedback, as well as that from pupils, Sixth Form students
and staff is already being used to shape our mental health
strategy next year. For all groups we have already planned to
use videos and live training to help bring SF conversations to
life. We will also share the assumptions of SF more explicitly
because these are fundamental to its application; in essence
that everyone is unique, that everyone has existing strengths
and that change is possible for all. As such, SF focuses on what
people can do, not what they cannot and thus is about hope
and possibility. Finally, we will train even more staff to increase
the number able to have SF conversations during everyday
school life.
Mental Health Support over the Summer
As the summer holiday begins, we know that pupils and students will have different responses to what might just feel like
“more time off school!” We would strongly encourage them to
mark the end of the school year with some form of ‘holiday’ in
order to differentiate it from recent months and ahead of September. We know that many of them already had, or indeed
have developed, strategies that have enabled them to cope with
lockdown. Some have struggled and we have been working
hard to support them where this is the case.

With the school closing for the summer, we want to be sure
that pupils, students and parents know where to seek support
for their mental health should any difficulties arise. Should
this be the case, I would direct you to one of the website pages
listed below:
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/mental-health-i-need-somehelp/
https://boysinmind.co.uk/worried-about-someone/
In September, I will write to you again to tell you about how
we will support pupils and students’ mental health on their
return to school. We know that your partnership in this is
crucial and would urge you to contact us early in September if
you feel we need to be aware of how your son or daughter has
fared over the six weeks.
In the meantime, I wish you a happy and healthy summer.
Mr Oldham
Deputy Head/Head of Sixth Form/Safeguarding
Covid-19 Mental Health Strategy Term 6 Evaluation
Executive Summary
In June 2020, we initiated a 6-week strategy to support the
mental health of pupils and students during the Covid-19
lockdown. We saw the circumstances as an opportunity to
pilot approaches to raising awareness of solution focused (SF)
approaches across the whole school community. A key aspect
of the pilot was to evaluate its impact in order to shape our
mental health strategy moving into the 2020-21 academic year.
Below is a summary of the evaluation data from the pilot and
our next steps:
Year 10 pupils, who received SF programme in school



81% pupils found using SF approaches a positive
experience;
 86% pupils felt that their understanding of SF approaches
had improved; and
One pupil said, “It’s cool that we get to talk about our
feelings”.
All year groups, who were invited to have SF conversations via
SMHW



The vast majority felt that format of sharing SF questions
was good;
 Around 75% tried some or all of the questions; and
The majority felt more confident in their understanding of SF
after the pilot.
Parents, who were sent three SF questions each week



Three quarters of parents said they found the SF questions easy to find;
 59% through the format was good; and
Over 70% said they would like to learn more about SF
conversations

Group

Feedback sought via

No.
respondents

Year 10 pupils in
school

Questionnaire in school

93

Year 7-11 pupils

Survey via SMHW

96

Lower Sixth
students

Survey via SMHW

51

Parents

Survey via newsletter

110

Staff

Survey via staff bulletin

46

Boys in Mind Film –Back to
School
For those parents / carers with primary age
children , our partner organisation, Boys in
Mind / Girls Mind Too , has made a film of
8 children talking about how they feel about going back to
school / being back at school .
https://boysinmind.co.uk/back-to-school/
Mrs S Ingram
Sixth Form Pastoral Manager

Beechen Cliff Design and Technology food
Newsletter Issue 8 - Summer Holiday
Edition
Please take the time to read
the Summer Holiday Edition
of our ever popular Design
and Technology Food
Newsletter.
In this bumper edition there
are many amazing Summer
recipes for you to try out.
You can view the newsletter using https://
drive.google.com/file/
d/1MGGdo0UgJehPs4WMmrh6HLGQP8yQn56K/
view?usp=sharing
Food Technology Team

12 ways to help you keep your children safe as the holidays kick off
As we approach the summer holidays after a period of lockdown and extended absence from school for many pupils,
it’s a good time to go through some tips to share with your
children on how to stay safe. Given the current situation,
many of you will be having staycations and some of you
may have been lucky enough to still pack your bags and
head off on holiday abroad. Whether you are at home, or
driving or flying to your destinations, the summer often
involves spending time around water, whether on boats,
swimming at beaches, playing in pools or at local attractions. While these activities can be a wonderful way to pass
the summer holidays now that we have an element of
choice after the lockdown, they do come with risks.
Whether the young ones are out playing in a park or down
at the seaside, you want to know they are not coming to any
harm.
Adventurous youngsters often place themselves in danger
without realising the potential consequences. So what can
we do to make sure our children are safe?
Here’s a list of tips, from best practice in the sun to useful
information for family trips. We’ve included some ideas
you can share with your teenagers to help them if they find
themselves in uncomfortable or worrying situations with
strangers.
1. Go swimming at properly-supervised sites
This advice comes from the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (ROSPA). They say it is better to have a
dip at supervised beaches, lidos or swimming pools, where
help will be available. There is always the temptation to
want to go swimming at open water sites, especially during
the hot weather. Things to consider when open water swimming, even on a hot day, are that the water might be a lot
colder or deeper than you were expecting and there may be
strong currents and underwater debris that you cannot see
from the bank. Consider how you are going to get out of
the water before you get in, and be honest about your swimming ability.
Avoid swimming near weirs, both upstream and downstream, there may be strong underwater currents and hazards that you may not be aware of.
2. Keep children well away from barbecues
Barbecues should be fun but it is easy to get distracted
when you have friends and family around you when you’re
cooking. So it is a good idea to keep your young ones and
any garden games away from the cooking area. There have
been instances when children, whilst playing, have run into
barbecues and suffered burns.

Sunscreen—Slop on SPF30+ broad-spectrum waterproof sunscreen every two hours


Sun hat—put on a broad-brimmed hat that shades
your face, neck and ears


Sunglasses—wear wrap around sunglasses with UV
protection to shield the eyes


Shoulders –slip on a T Shirt or UV protective suit
for children and remember to keep your shoulders covered


Shade—seek shade , particularly during the hottest
time of the day between 11am-3pm when UV penetration is at its strongest


4. Make sure your children know how to cross the
road safely
Sounds very basic, but when youngsters are out and
about with their mates, they can easily get distracted or
might even take risks crossing roads. Ensure they have
the skills and understanding to deal with roads and
traffic safely. This also applies to kids on their bikes.
5. Railway Safety
Britain’s railway network is one of the busiest in the world.
Trespass on the railway can have tragic consequences.
Railway electricity is 100 times more powerful than electricity in the home. It is very dangerous so remember the Rail
Life ‘Safety Top 3’:
1. Stay clear of the tracks. Is it worth putting your life on
the line? - electricity can jump up to three metres. - do
not play with kites or balloons near overhead power lines.
2. Use the level crossing. Shortcuts across the railway can
kill.
3. Know the signs. Be alert to railway signs, they could save
your life
6. Temporary tattoo in case they get lost
This is a great tip to ensure your child will always be able
to contact you, even if they haven not got access to their
own phone or have forgotten your number. It is a particularly good idea at busy places, especially if you are
abroad where you could get separated in a crowd, if
there is one after Covid!.
To create the temporary tattoo, take a fine point marker
pen and write your contact number for people to call if
they find your lost child.

3 Follow the five S’s of sun safety

Once the ink is dry, apply a liquid plaster on top, such
as Germolene’s New Skin Liquid Plaster.

The RNLI and Karen Clifford Skin Cancer Charity
Skcin have this advice if you head out to the beach
on a hot day.

Once that it is also dry, you will have a waterproof
temporary tattoo and it should last for the duration of
your day out.

7. Do not keep personlised items
It is a good idea not to have anything visible with your child’s
name on like rucksacks, tops, bracelets. If a stranger is able to
easily read their name, they’ll be able to address them by it,
meaning your child is more likely to trust them.
8. Make a Family code word
Come up with a code word which you and your children can
use to reassure or warn each other in potentially dangerous
situations — it can seem like a fun game for children, but have
genuine safety benefits. Pick something that’s easy to remember, but unusual and impossible for anyone else to guess
This is useful for a few different situations:
If you’ve asked someone else to pick up your child, they
ought to know the code word. If they don’t know that word,
your child should not got with them
When at a friend’s house, if your child feels unsafe or wants
to leave without seeming rude, ask them to call you and use
the code word.
If, when out in public, there is a safety threat, you can
use the word to warn your children to get close to you
and leave quickly / take shelter.
9. Always run in the opposite direction if you are being
followed
Your children should be aware that if they are being followed or chased start running in the opposite direction of
the car. This can buy them some time as the car turns
around.
10. If they’re teenagers, tell them the X-Plan
Use this simple code if your child finds themselves in a
situation that makes them feel uncomfortable - all they
have to do is text the letter ‘X’ to anyone in the family.
The one who receives the text has a very basic script to
follow. Within a few minutes, they call the phone.
When the phone is answered, the conversation goes like
this:
‘Danny, something’s come up and I have to come get
you right now.’
“’What happened?’
“’I’ll tell you when I get there. Be ready to leave in five
minutes. I’m on my way.”
11. Manners are important - but not if they are in trouble
We all want our children to be polite and well behaved but that is no good if they’re in a dangerous situation
Make sure they know that if someone is making them
feel unsafe or scared, they can make as much of a scene
as they need to.

For instance, in a shop they could knock things off a
shelf, which would get the attention of a shop worker who
could help them
12. Try to find another parent if you need help
If your child gets separated from you in public, a police
officer would be a good person for them to ask for help,
but they are not always around.
While you’ll never exactly know who is safe and who is not,
a mum or dad with their own children is usually a good
bet, they’re likely to want to help and to have a decent idea
of what to do.
…….And don not forget online safety!
www.internetmatters.org
Have a brilliant summer and we are all so looking forward
to seeing you again in the new “normal” in September!
Mr K. Mann
Head of Pastoral Care

Benefit Related Free School Meals
Information and Online Application Link
Please note the B&NES Free School Meals Eligibility
Checking service now has a new Free School Meals
web page on the B&NES website with a link to an
online benefit related free school meal application
form which can be found using the following link:
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
and navigate to
If you are already receiving benefit related free school
meals for your child(ren) there is no need to reapply.
Please find attached to this newsletter is a copy of the
current Free School Meal application form FSM20.
The Free School Meals Team
Bath and North East Somerset Council
Tel 01225 394317
Fax 01225 395210
Email freeschoolmeals@bathnes.gov.uk

New Community Governor Positions
The Local Governing Body of Beechen Cliff School is
looking to appoint two new community governors to
join our dedicated team. Beechen Cliff School is a
local boys secondary school with a mixed sixth
form. We have been on a journey over the last few
years to become more inclusive, to challenge preconceptions made about the school from outside and to
develop our practice to offer children the best
education possible. We are committed to pupil and
staff well being and the education we offer far exceeds
the classroom with a rich opportunity to experience a
variety of trips and challenges.
The role of a governor is varied and interesting as we
seek to set the vision, monitor the delivery of the school
improvement plan and support the school to be the
best it can be as part of the Midsomer Norton Schools
Partnership Multi-academy Trust.
We are looking for people who have an interest in
education and will be committed to taking on this
valuable voluntary role. You will get full training in all
matters connected with school governance and whilst
the role is strategic, you will also receive an excellent
view of how schools manage operationally. It is a
hugely satisfying and fulfilling role as governors work in
partnership with the school to foster change for improvement and seeing pupils achieve not only their potential but exceed expectations. It is an opportunity to
develop your own skills of strategic leadership, chairing
meetings, people skills and importantly governance.
The time commitment for this role will involve
attending 6 Local Governing Body meetings per
academic year, usually held in the early evening,
potentially 2/3 link governor meetings during the
school day per academic year and an occasional
requirement to sit on Governors panels. Whilst it is
not a large time commitment, we do ask that every
effort is made to be available for these times.

Languages
Studying a language remotely was always going to be a
challenge when so much of a language lesson involves
speaking and listening. The MFL teachers however have
been incredibly impressed with the commitment and
engagement that so many of our pupils have shown to
keep up with their language learning whilst not in the
classroom. We hope that the high levels of engagement
shown is a sign that the pupils have enjoyed completing
the tasks that have been set for them whilst we have not
been at school.
The summer term in Languages is always a busy one as
staff prepare to take the pupils on the much anticipated
trips abroad which give them an opportunity to practice
the language they have learned and experience the culture of the country. This year of course, the planned
trips to Normandy in France for year 7 pupils, Malaga
in Spain and the Rhineland in Germany for years 8 and
9 pupils all had to be cancelled much to the disappointment of both pupils and staff. Undeterred by the inability to travel, pupils have undertaken some virtual tours
of these countries or used
the time to research more
about the countries whose
language they study. Pupils
have also made some traditional dishes from different
countries such as Apfelkuchen and Tarte aux
pommes.
Some outstanding work has been produced (see
examples below) and we would like to say a big well
done to all our budding linguists who have kept up with
their language learning since March.

If you would like more information, please contact
Helen Eastwood on
helen.eastwood@msnparternship.com
Bonnes vacances/Schöne Ferien/Buone vacanze/
Buenas vacaciones
Mrs J Merrett
Head of Languages

Free School Meals vouchers over the summer
holiday

Many of the food club and pantry projects are supplied
with food by FareShare

The new guidance on the issue and use of the free school
meal vouchers over the summer holiday can be found at

https://faresharesouthwest.org.uk/get-food/food-forschools/ If this is something you may look to establish
in your own school, please contact

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-summer-food-fund

susannah@faresharesouthwest.org.uk

It suggests that they are issued once at the beginning of the
holiday period to cover the whole six weeks but you can arrange for a staggered issue every two to four weeks if you
think that will help families to budget.

Wanted: people to complete a survey on
Covid-19 and Children's Food

Importantly, anyone already in
receipt of FSM does not need to
make a new application for the summer vouchers.
Attached to this School Newsletter is
a two page information sheet to raise
awareness of and encourage applications for FSM, particularly for those
families with new Universal Credit
claims.

Food Clubs Opening soon from Bath,
Keynsham and Radstock Children’s Centres
Helping more people to access affordable food with dignity,
Bright Start Children’s Centre Services, in partnership with
Family Action, Fareshare and Radstock Town Council, are
launching three Food Clubs across Bath and North East
Somerset. The membership clubs will provide local families,
with children under 11years, a range of affordable food
every week, provided by FareShare. You can find out more
information here https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-we
-do/children-families/food-club/
Food clubs prioritise families who live or work close to the
Children’s Centres, have free early years education and
childcare, have no recourse to public funds, or who have
been referred by another professional.
There is a £1 annual membership and for only £3.50 families can choose £15 worth of shopping from a range of
different foods on offer. Contact
brightstartcc@bathnes.gov.uk for more details, referrals
forms and posters to promote the food clubs.
There are more pantry projects already open or planning to
open soon from Weston All Saints Church, Mercy in Action and Oasis. Foodbanks continue and a number of other
local charities are continuing with food-related support to
households in need. Please get in touch with me if you
would like to connect with organisations in your area or call
the Compassionate Communities Hub on 0300 247 0050
and ask to be put through to the food pod.

Food Active and the Children's Food Campaign want to
find out how children's eating habits and preferences
have changed during the Covid-19 lockdown.
The Coronavirus emergency has thrown up all sorts of
new challenges for feeding children whilst in lockdown
and this 10 minute survey gives parents and carers of
children under 18 an opportunity to share:


what their children have been eating more or less of



any changes in attitudes to food and cooking.



the challenges of keeping children eating a balanced,
healthy and nutritious diet.



any new junk food marketing and advertising tactics
they've spotted

Please encourage parents and carers to take part in the
survey here:https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
FoodActiveJun20
It is open until Friday, 17th July 2020. Any questions,
please contact barbara@sustainweb.org
With many thanks to you all

Milly Carmichael
Health Improvement Officer – Food Poverty
Public Health & Preventative Services
Bath & North East Somerset Council
Telephone: 01225 394058
Email:Milly_Carmichael@bathnes.gov.uk
www.bathnes.gov.uk
www.twitter.com/bathnes
Please note that I work part-time and my usual working days are Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday

Duke of Edinburgh Team
Changes next Year
There will be changes to our DofE personnel from
September, as our current supervisor Mr. Carroll is
retiring. We would like to thank him for the work he
has done running the award between Hayesfield and
Beechen Cliff over the last two years. He is an avid
canoeist so you can expect to see him on the river
Avon locally or indeed back to assess future expeditions for award. We wish him all the very best.
In turn we have appointed Jane Fox as the new Duke
of Edinburgh coordinator at Beechen Cliff. She has a
wealth of experience and enthusiasm in delivering
the scheme and we were pleased to be able to appoint
her to the position from 1st September.
Mr D Brewer
Head of Humanities

Duke of Edinburgh Award —Beechen Cliff’s
Certificate of Social value
Please see a below a copy of an email from the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Operations Officer, Alice Peck which was
sent to our Headmaster
“I am delighted to send you a certificate of social value
which details the total hours DofE participants within your
organisation donated to their local community in the last
financial year 2019/20.
Across the South West, DofE participants contributed an
incredible 331,994 volunteering hours to help others, which
equates to a social value of over £1,440,000.
At a time when volunteering and supporting the local community could not be more important, Heather Thompson,
DofE South West Director, has asked me to pass on her
thanks to you, your DofE Manager, staff volunteers, and
finally your incredible participants who have made, and continue to make, such a positive impact on their local community.”

Profile

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award | DofE.org

I’m very pleased and excited to take on the position of
Duke of Edinburgh
co-ordinator at Beechen
Cliff School and join
the amazing Outdoor
Education Team. My
passion for the Outdoors was ignited when
I was a pupil at BCS, I
was luckily enough to go on one of the famous mountaineering expeditions to the French Alps amongst many other
wonderful trips during my time at school. This has always
remained with me and inspired me to plan my own adventures and develop a career in teaching and Outdoor
Education.

South West Regional Office, Unit 12a, Church Farm
Business Park, Corston, Bath, BA2 9AP

I have thoroughly enjoyed my career so far, from teaching
PE in the UK and New Zealand to leading numerous
international expeditions and managing DofE and
Outdoor Education programmes for schools and expedition
companies.
I am looking forward to planning and leading some challenging and exciting expeditions for BCS students at all 3
levels of the DofE Award in this country and abroad. As
well as supporting all the other amazing Outdoor opportunities the school has to offer.
Jane

Theme of the Week for 6th—10th July
Celebrating Diversity
Theme of the week this week is focusing on celebrating
diversity. This has been inspired by the fact that during the
last month alone we have seen Pride, Black Lives Matter
protests and schools diversity week.
Just Like Us was founded for a simple reason: growing up
LGBTQ+ is still unacceptably tough. To change this, they
run three programmes:
They partner with employers on our Ambassador Programme to train LGBTQ+ young people to give talks and
workshops in schools that use their own stories to champion LGBTQ+ equality and challenge prejudice.
The annual initiative, School Diversity Week, empowers
teachers and pupils across the country to tackle homophobic, biphobic, and transphobic bullying by organising activities that celebrate LGBTQ+ equality in education
The Pride Group Programme trains teachers to support
students in establishing and running Pride Groups student-led, school-based clubs for LGBTQ+ students and
allies.

Theme of the Week -13th-17th July
Theme of the week this week is focusing on advice and
help that is available over the holidays.
These last few months have been challenging for so many
reasons, and everyone’s lives have been affected.
Hopefully with the easing of lockdown everyone can have
an enjoyable and more normal summer holiday.
There are many resources available for you over the summer. Below are just a few that could help if needed.
https://youngminds.org.uk
https://www.kooth.com
https://boysinmind.co.uk
https://www.childline.org.uk
https://www.nhs.uk
https://www.offtherecord-banes.co.uk
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/
I hope you all have a relaxing summer break.
Mrs A Wilmot
Head of PSHE

Watch the following interview on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgVpxw8UZpw
Channel 4 are currently showing a documentary called
The School that tried to end Racism. It is available on
catch up and well worth a watch.
The documentary series follows 11 and 12 year old pupils
in a British school as it aims to help its students uncover
and eradicate hidden racial biases via social experiments,
open discussions and more.
Many viewers have praised the programme for highlighting the importance of having honest discussions about
race, particularly from an early age.
"A fantastic eye opening programme on the diversity in
this country and why it's so important to teach kids from
young about the dynamics in the UK & all over the
world," one viewer noted. "This is an experiment I hope to
see implemented into all schools”.
Watch the following YouTube video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1I3wJ7pJUjg
Mrs A Wilmot
Head of PSHE

Year 10 History
Year 10 History students have successfully studied the
Great Depression, the New Deal, World War Two and
Post-War America in lockdown. They have recently
studied both the Civil Rights and Black Power movements and considered the different approaches to the
fight for equality. They have been encouraged to read
and watch widely around this subject: please see the
Google Classroom and Show My Homework posts to
Year 10 History students if your son has found this topic particularly interesting. Perhaps he could read some
historical fiction on this subject over the summer
holidays, or you could sit down and watch some
historical films together over the holidays.
Ms S Sullivan
Assistant Head (Teaching and Learning)

The Great Beechen Cliff Bake-Off
WINNERS
Year 9

Year 8

Year 7

Joshua T (ML3)

Harry S (BY1)

Finlay A (SH6)

RUNNERS UP

Year 7 Runners Up
Jack B-J (ML7) , Charlie (CH3),
Alfie F ( CH3) and Oliver (BY7 )

Year 8 Runners Up
Sam T (SH3)
Dan G (BY7)

Star Baker—Extra Prize
Year7 Henry B (ML6)

Lower Sixth Politics Class
Ms Sullivan and Miss Mather would like to say a huge well done to their Lower Sixth Politics class, who have adapted
so well to studying for the Politics A Level remotely. Students in this class have tackled the challenging subject of political ideologies whilst in lockdown, and have successfully studied conservatism, anarchy and started liberalism and socialism. They have taken the quiz 'Am I an anarchist?', completed a political compass on different forms of anarchism and
conservatism via a Google Meet session, collaboratively planned essays, and even gave our MP Wera Hobhouse a good
grilling over video link. It is looking very hopeful indeed that our nation's future top lawyers and politicians are among
the group!
Ms S Sullivan and Miss K Mather
Politics

PTA 50:50 Club Update
Latest winners
Given the current circumstances and the need to cancel PTA meetings, the latest 50:50 club draw took place via
Zoom conference call on Tuesday, 23rd June with five members of the PTA present – Lesley Betts, Marina Beare, Sarah Mitchard, Jo Masani and Jane Millington.
Congratulations to the winners for March, April and May 2020 listed below:

MARCH 2020
1st Prize
£108.50
nd
2 Prize
£72.33
rd
3 Prize
£36.17

Number 598
Number 189
Number 11

APRIL 2020
1st Prize
£98.50
2nd Prize
£65.67
rd
3 Prize
£32.83

Number 453
Number 596
Number 61

MAY 2020
1st Prize
2nd Prize

£97.25
£64.83

Number 257
Number 191

3rd Prize

£32.42

Number 440

Winners are contacted via the details supplied when signing up so do keep me up to date of any changes via the email
below. Please also feel free to contact me if you just want to check what your numbers are! (All of the above winners
have been contacted).

How to sign up
The 50:50 club operates like a lottery, with members signing up to a small standing order each month (most people
donate between £1 and £5) which buys numbers in the draw. We use a random number generator to select the
numbers at our PTA meetings. The prize fund is 50% of the donations and is divided into first, second and third prizes. The other 50% goes to the PTA to help fund activities, equipment and opportunities for the students. Each year,
the 50:50 club raises over £2000 for the school. You can cancel your membership at any time, simply by cancelling
your standing order.
If you would like to join in, new members are welcome anytime and it is very simple to set up. Please just contact
me letting me know how many numbers you would like (£1 each) and I will give you details of how to set up the
standing order.
We will still aim to carry on the 50:50 draws via Zoom/Skype during this period of school closure. I can sign people up from home and you should be able to set up your standing order without going in to your bank. So, if you
have thought about joining before but not got around to it, now might be a good time to sign up and support the
PTA while other fundraising events have been postponed.
Sarah Mitchard (parent and 50:50 co-ordinator)
beechen5050@gmail.com
Tel: 07909962272

Art Department News
It has been a strange year for all of us, and firstly I hope this
finds you well.
Normally at this time of the year, we would be showing off
pictures of the Art Show which was scheduled for June 29th,
we would be celebrating the successes of the A level students,
and marvelling at their talents, but of course these things
have not been possible this year.
We were all really looking forward to the Art show this year.
The work the students had completed for their coursework
was truly stunning in both the Art and Photography. There
were amazing installations and final pieces that we could not
wait to show off. We are truly gutted that they will not get
shown this year. Hopefully we will find a way to show off the
work later in the year when things return to some semblance
of normality.
One of the greatest regrets of the lockdown for us is that we
did not get to say a proper farewell to the Sixth Form
students. They have, as ever, been a source of great
inspiration to us all. They will be sorely missed and we all
wish them all the very best for their future, whatever path
they have chosen. Equally, it is just as sad that the GCSE
students also had to leave without a proper farewell. To those
we will not see joining us in September in Sixth Form, we
wish you all the best for the future.
I want to say a huge thanks to all pupils who have actively
engaged with the work since lockdown. Mrs Judd has shown
here some examples of work done by pupils which is
stunning, and I have been really impressed with the quality of
work that boys have been turning in. Well done to you all!
Speaking of Mrs Judd, it is with sadness that we say farewell
to her this year as she is leaving us to take up a position
teaching Art in a prestigious private school in Bangkok. Mrs
Judd has been an exceptional and dedicated member of the
Art team at Beechen Cliff for 17 years. I have been constantly
impressed with her innovation and expertise in her delivery
of lessons and her dedication to the school. I have fond
memories of travelling with her on school trips as far afield as
New York and Namibia, and her help and assistance on
those trips was invaluable. We are saying goodbye not just to
a work colleague, but a good friend. You will be missed Mrs
Judd, thank you for all your hard work!
We also say a temporary goodbye to Mrs Wilmot, who is taking time off to have another baby. Mrs Wilmot is also an invaluable member of the team, and I’d like to take this opportunity of wishing you and your husband all the best for the
coming months and hope all goes well with the new arrival!
We will be joined in September by a new member of the
team, Ms Geldard. She will be taking up a full time role in
the department and we are really excited by her appointment.
Ms Geldard has a wealth of experience teaching art both here
in Bath (at Hayesfield), but also abroad in New Zealand and
Germany. Her subject knowledge and enthusiasm impressed
us immensely at interview, and we are really looking forward
to welcoming her on board.

I am fully aware that as parents, you will have found the last
few months very stressful, especially with the pressure of
homes-schooling. Let me remind you that Art is a fantastic
therapy for this! It has the effect of calming the mind, and
soothing away troubles, so I would encourage you, if you
haven’t done so already, to get involved either in helping
practically with work set by us, or just have a go for fun!
If you want to try your hand at Photography, the Mayor of
Bath is running a competition that I have copied below.
We will be talking about 2020 for many years to come, and
documenting the events of the past few months will be really
important. Any camera will do, even just your phone, so give
it a go!
Wishing you all the very best for the summer months.
The Art Department
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Year 7 Artist of Lockdown
Xavier C (BY8)

Xavi has stunned me over lockdown with the amount
and quality of work he’s produced going above and
beyond what has been asked! His skills have
developed as has his confidence within the subject!
Mrs J Judd
Art Teacher

Year 8 Artist of Lockdown
Edward E-P CH5

Ed has really challenged himself during lockdown and
produced some fabulous work that he should be really
proud of!

Miss C Moorhead
Art Teacher

Year 9 Artist of Lockdown
Ben S – ML8

Ben has worked amazing well over Lockdown. Not
only has he submitted every piece of work set, all
have been to an incredibly high standard. All of
Ben’s work relates to the mechanical Insect Project
that Year 9 have been working on. Ben is
completing GCSE Art next year which we are
really pleased about.
Mrs A Wilmot
Art and photography

Bertie wanted to create a new jump for riding over with
his mountain bike, and so, over a number of days during
the lockdown, he planned it out on paper, created it
with his dad’s help and recorded it all in the PowerPoint
below

Music

Year 7

Despite the school closure and the lockdown, the music department has endeavoured to keep going with the usual class
curriculum and Instrumental lessons. Although it hasn’t been
easy to do the regular practical work, I have been very impressed by the perseverance of the pupils who have continued
to work conscientiously with their music studies albeit remotely. I must also thank parents and carers for supporting their
sons, although I get the distinct impression that many parents
have also enjoyed undertaking some of the music work!

Rupert P

Instrumental lessons

Finlay A

Instrumental lessons have continued to be delivered since the
school closure and despite the lack of face to face tuition, pupils seemed to have coped admirably with the new arrangements and I commend all pupils for maintaining their practice
and making good progress.

Will L

As is the norm with instrumental lessons, letters will be sent
out in the next week with payment details for the next academic year. It is envisaged that live teaching will recommence for
most instruments in September. The school will follow all government guidelines as and when they are published. Rest assured, whatever the outcome, we will ensure pupils still receive
their weekly lesson in some form.

Activities week
Last week, we set a number of activities for pupils to complete
throughout years 7,8 and 9. Some of the activities involved
pupils composing their own music or performing. A number of
pupils rose to this challenge and we were very pleased to listen
to what they had recorded. Well done to the following pupils
who submitted a recording of their practical work.
Year 7

Vincent L

Year 8
Thomas H

Sam T

Arthur F

Year 9
Joe D

Well done to all pupils and we look forward to hearing
many more great things next year!

Music Dept Staff
There have been some changes in music personnel
throughout the year which may have gone unnoticed
and I would like to take this opportunity to confirm
the department staffing. Since January, Mrs Nourse has
been working on a part time basis (Monday - Wednesday) and Mr J Wildridge has been appointed as a class
teacher to work on Thursdays and Fridays. In addition,
Mr D Huntriss has just completed his first year as music technician managing to successfully launch 3 bands
nights before the lockdown began!
I would like to thank all the music staff (both classroom and peripatetic) for all their hard work throughout the year and I look forward to coming back together as a team in September.

Ollie E

Carlos RB

Sixth form leavers

Jackson M

Henry Y

Final mention must go to the Senior Musician team:
Will R (Senior Musician), George D and Freja M
(Deputy Senior Musicians) as well as all of the loyal
upper sixth musicians - Rory S, Kirsty B, Verity B, Anna V, Roland A, Amy R and Hannah C. They have
been a superb upper sixth team and I know they would
have done a fantastic job with the school concert and
other activities which were cancelled due to the lockdown. I hope that one day we can organise a reunion
concert for them as a fitting tribute to their commitment and enthusiasm for the music department. We
wish them all the very best in their future studies.

Year 8
Macklin C

Ollie J

Mike D

Gruff L

Ben E

Rory Mc

Monty H

Angus P

Arthur P

Barnaby R

James S

James I

Year 9
Max R

Given the range of tasks, it was felt inappropriate to announce
any overall winners, but special commendation must go to the
following for their submissions:

Mr P E Calvert
Head of Music

Early Bird Rugby
I know a lot of boys are looking forward to the return of the rugby season sometime next term. In a ‘normal’
year, the parents of all rugby players in year 7, 8 and 9 would, by now, have received a letter about the Early Bird
Rugby Programme that we would hope to be running again in September. Year 8 and 9 players will know all
about this brilliant programme, but the year 7 players will be in the dark, so to explain…..
Players from each year group are invited in before school one day a week for 10 weeks to work with an external
rugby coach. Geraint Lewis is a former local PE teacher and a qualified RFU Level 2 Coach and Australian RU
Level 2 Coach. He has extensive experience, having been involved in rugby coaching for the last 15 years and
with the rugby programme at Beechen Cliff for the last six years. I know the boys who take part hold him in very
high regard. Geraint’s sessions focus primarily on developing individual skills, handling, awareness and decision
making within small-sided games. This will help players concentrate on the need for teamwork, whilst also challenging their fitness levels.
We have not sent letters yet or issued
Parentpay requests as we are still unsure
about the impact of Government restrictions on schools and sporting activity
in early September. But rest assured that
we are on the starting grid ready to go the
moment we get the green light! We will be
in touch in September. Have a great summer!
Mr S Turner
Head of Rugby

Inter-House Virtual Sports Challenge
Dear all
At the start of this summer term the Physical Education department launched the Inter-House Virtual Sports Challenge, and every Monday students have received recognition by having their best videos/photos shared via Twitter
and Instagram (@SportBeechen).
Well done to all who took part!
Mr G Hawkins
Head of Physical Education
Twitter Account:@SportBeechen

