3rd December 2020

Message from the Headmaster

Calendar

Dear Parents and Carers

Thursday 10th December
Upper Sixth Parents Evening (virtual)

Whilst the traditional events connected with a Beechen
Cliff Christmas will not be taking place , we can at last
rejoice at the news of the vaccine roll out and the
(hopefully) positive impact this will have for all.
We will have to make do with the Christmas tree and
the Christmas jumper day this year but I am sure we will
still be able to muster some form of festive atmosphere.
Thank you, as always, for your support in making sure
your sons and daughters are attending regularly and focussing on their learning - hopefully the new year will
bring some significant uplift in our extra-curricular provision and the chance to bring the ‘old’ vibrant, broader
life back to our community.
Mr A Davies
Headmaster

Wednesday 16th December
Christmas Jumper Day
Friday 18th December
Last day of Term 2
Monday 4th January
INSET day
Tuesday 5th January 2021
Term 3 commences
Thursday 9th January
Year 9 Options Information to be published to parents
online.
Thursday 14th January
Year 10 Parents Evening (virtual)
Wednesday 20th January
Year 9 Parents Evening (virtual)

Year 11 Mock Examinations
Remote Learning Provision
This is just a reminder that for pupils and students required to self-isolate we are providing a remote curriculum.
For individual students self-isolating, work will be provided
via their Google Classrooms. If whole year groups are required to self-isolate then lessons will taught as live lessons
via Google Meet.

These are taking place from 18th- 22nd January 2021 and
letters have been emailed to parents detailing the arrangements.
This week Year 11 pupils have had the first of two exam
briefing assemblies to help prepare them for these examinations, the second will be in January.
The examination timetable is on the school website:

A summary of our approach to Remote Learning is available via the Curriculum and Assessment link on the School
Website.

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2020/11/Year-11-Mock-Exams-Timetable-forWebsite-Jan-2021.pdf

Mr T D Markall
Deputy Head (Curriculum)

As part of revision preparation many subjects are currently
running after-school sessions.The link to this on the website
has had to be updated and can now be accessed via this link:

Sixth Form Applications.
A reminder to Year 11 pupils that Friday 11th December is
the deadline for Sixth Form applications for 2021. The
form is available on the school website.
Mr J Oldham
Head of Sixth Form

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2020/11/Year-11-Revision-30th-November-8thJanuary-1.pdf
It has been explained to pupils that we wish them to prepare
effectively for these examinations and do their best. However, we have also emphasized the importance of their wellbeing and mental health and to ensure they get the working
balance right.
Mr T D Markall
Deputy Head (Curriculum)

Gender Equality
The theme of the assembly and follow-up in tutor time this
week has been gender and transgender equality, our equalities
focus for this term. On Monday, Mr Oldham and Ms Sullivan
gave an extended assembly, building on the Pledge of Respect
(see photos ) and celebrating some exciting global developments
for women and transender people; these include Kamala Harris's appointment as vice-president elect, Sarah McBride's voting
in as the first transgender Senator (and thereby the highest
ranking US transgender official ever), and the global praise for
the handling of the Covid crisis by Sanna' Marin's female-led
coalition in Finland.
The assembly was set in the context of the school's duties under
the Equality Act 2010 and the role we all have to play in society
to:
 Eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and
other conduct that is prohibited by the Equality Act 2010;
 Advance equality of opportunity between people who share
a protected characteristic and people who do not share it;
Foster good relations across all protected characteristics –
between people who share a protected characteristic and
people who do not share it.
More detail about how we do this can be found on our
webpage: https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/key-information/
equalities/
Perhaps the most important part of the assembly was a 10minute video made by two female ex-Beechen Cliff students,
exploring experiences of sexist comments made by boys and
men, and the impact this had had, and continues to have, on
them. We are enormously grateful to these students, who we
invited to offer their 'lived experiences' following their involvement with our mental health 'testimonial' assemblies last year;
they believe - and we agree - that the most powerful way to
make an impact with equalities issues is through authentic stories from those who have experienced discrimination first-hand.
Feedback from staff and pupils this week has suggested that
their video resonated across the school.
Another way to help understand gender and transgender equality suggested by these ex-students was to research the reality of
gender and transgender equality; accordingly, we shared some
UK statistics that many pupils and staff found shocking:

Women are 5 times more likely to be sexually assaulted
than men;
 1 in 4 women experience domestic abuse and 1 in 5
sexual assault during her lifetime. Globally this rises to
1 in 3;
 A woman is killed by her partner or ex partner every 4
days;
 More than 75% of UK companies pay their male staff
more than their female staff; and
 Men earn 10 per cent or more on average than women in 9/17 economic sectors
[Sources of this data available on request].
Pupils were then invited to think about how they can
make a difference in their everyday lives. One example
given was the 'crowded bus stop': how making way for
someone, making eye contact and smiling and encouraging others to do the same can show respect and prevent
any sense of intimidation. It was explained that
'catcalling', looking someone up and down or physically
encroaching upon them is disrespectful and offensive and
that this can affect how individuals go about their daily
lives, such as having to avoid certain ways of walking or
groups of people. Another example was how pupils treat
each other and staff in school in lessons and around the
school site. Ms Geldard, one of our art teachers, invited
pupils to think about this as follows:
“Like you, teachers all deserve the same respect; we don't
treat anyone in our classroom any differently so think
about this in every lesson you attend. We are all here to
support you and your learning at school. Like Beyonce
once said, equality should be a natural way of life!"
Finally, we encouraged pupils to continue this conversation at home; in particular, asking female and
transgender family members about their lived experiences. We thank you for engaging in these discussions and
for your on-going partnership in all equalities matters.
Our equalities theme next term is disability and we will
be sharing our final Pledge of Respect display with you
soon.
Mr J Oldham
Head of Sixth Form

COVID-19 - important information for parents and carers
Do not leave home if you or someone you live with has any of the
following:



a high temperature



a new, continuous cough

 a loss of, or change to, your
sense of smell or taste
Check the NHS website if you
have symptoms
Definition of a household
one person living alone
a group of people (who may or may
not be related) living at the same
address and who share cooking
facilities, bathrooms or toilets
and/or living areas
a support bubble
If you have COVID-19 symptoms
or have received a positive test result
Stay at home and begin to self-isolate for 10 days from
when your symptoms start. Arrange to have a test for
COVID-19 if you have not already had one. The result
of the test will determine how long you and your household must stay at home and self-isolate.

symptoms and other people subsequently go on to also develop symptoms or not.
Financial Support

You and your household should stay at home while you
are waiting for a home test kit or a test site appointment
and the result.

https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19-latestinformation-and-advice/apply-test-and-trace-support-payment

A positive test result means you must complete a 10-day
isolation period.

B&NES Public Health Team

If you live in the same household as someone with
COVID-19
Stay at home for 14 days. The 14-day period starts from
the day the first person in your household developed
symptoms or, if they do not have symptoms, from the
day their test was taken.
If you do not have symptoms of COVID-19 yourself,
you do not need a test. Only arrange a test if you develop COVID-19 symptoms.
If you live with other people, it can be confusing knowing what to do if more than one of you get COVID-19
symptoms. This simple illustration below explains how
long members of the same household need to self-isolate

Information on financial help to self-isolate can be found on
our website here;

REPORTING PUPIL ABSENCES
It is important that all absences from School, including late
arrivals and medical appointments should be reported to
School promptly. Please can parents and carers take note of
the following correct contact details.
Lower School Pupils
To report a Lower School absence please call the Attendance
Office direct on 01225 485222, or you can email
attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
Sixth Form Students
For a Sixth Form student absence please contact Mrs Jones on
01225 485221 or you can email

sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk

LETTER FROM B&NES PUBLIC HEALTH
TEAM
Dear Parents, Carers, Beechen staff and all!
Please support The Beechen Cliff PTA by using
‘Give As You Live’ when shopping online.
There is NO COST to you. You can simply shop online as
normal, but do so via the ‘Give as you Live’ site (or download the app), accessing 1000s of outlets and almost
every major store. In turn, the retailers then pay the charityin this case the Beechen PTA.
There are already 87 ‘Give as you Live’ supporters at
Beechen, who have raised hundreds of pounds. Thank you.
These funds will be invaluable at the moment.
You can see your ‘Give as you Live for Beechen’ contributions increasing, which is very rewarding in itself. You will
also see the total raised collectively by the school
community. (Individual supporters will not be able to see
each other’s details or totals).
New members - Please sign up today- or at least before you
start Christmas shopping!
It will take you two minutes –follow the link below.
http://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/beechencliffpta
You will then need to select the “support us, it’s free’’ button. Set up your account.
And then remember to go through the Give as you Live site
each time you shop- you can also set up the ‘pop up’
reminder if you wish. Or ‘pin’ the website to stay along your
tool bar.
Thank you very much… Let us support our school at this
time.
Beechen Cliff PTA
Any questions please contact the PTA team ……via the CoChair Marina on marinaptabeechen@yahoo.com

As you will no doubt be aware the Government has
announced the new local restriction tier system that will come
into effect from the beginning of Wednesday 2 December.
B&NES Local authority area will be in Tier 2, alongside the
following areas in the South West; South Somerset, Somerset
West and Taunton, Mendip and Sedgemoor; Dorset; Bournemouth; Christchurch; Poole; Gloucestershire; Wiltshire and
Swindon; Devon
Bristol, South Gloucestershire and North Somerset will be in
Tier 3.
Full guidance on the rules for each Tier are in the link below;
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-youneed-to-know#all-tiers
In Tier 2 areas
* you must not socialise with anyone you do not live with or
who is not in your support bubble in any indoor setting,
whether at home or in a public place
* you must not socialise in a group of more than 6 people
outside, including in a garden or a public space – this is called
the ‘rule of 6’
In Tier 3 areas
* you must not meet socially indoors or in most outdoor
places with anybody you do not live with, or who is not in
your support bubble, this includes in any private garden or at
most outdoor venues
* you must not socialise in a group of more than 6 in some
other outdoor public spaces, including parks, beaches, countryside accessible to the public, a public garden, grounds of a
heritage site or castle, or a sports facility – this is called the
‘rule of 6’
Local travel guidance from Wednesday 2 December
* If you live in a Tier 2 area, you must continue to follow
tier 2 rules when you travel to a tier 1 area. Avoid travel to or
overnight stays in tier 3 areas other than where necessary,
such as for work, education, youth services, to receive medical
treatment, or because of caring responsibilities. You can travel
through a tier 3 area as a part of a longer journey
* If you live in a Tier 3 area you can continue to travel to
venues or amenities which are open, but should aim to reduce
the number of journeys you make where possible. Avoid travelling to other parts of the UK, including for overnight stays
other than where necessary, such as for work, education,
youth services, to receive medical treatment, or because of
caring responsibilities. You can travel through other areas as
part of a longer journey
Children and young people who attend school or an early
years setting in B&NES but live in a Tier 3 area are allowed to
travel for education. We advise that they return home directly
after school and follow Tier 3 guidance.
B&NES Public Health Team

Theme of the Week

And this:

Our school equalities focus this term is gender and
transgender equality. These are both big issues, so we will focus on them separately.
Do you know what these terms mean?

 Non-binary - An umbrella term for a person who does not
identify as male or female

 Gender Identity - A person’s internal sense of their own
gender, whether male, female, or something else

 Sex - Either of the two main categories (male and female)
assigned to a person on the basis of primary sex characteristics
(genitalia) and reproductive functions. Sometimes used interchangeably with ‘gender’ to mean ‘male’ or ‘female’

 Sexual orientation - A person’s emotional, romantic and
or sexual attraction to another person

 Transgender - An umbrella term to describe people whose
gender is not the same as, or does not sit comfortably with,
the sex they were assigned at birth. May encompass one or
more of a wide variety of terms, including (but not limited to)
transgender, cross dresser, non-binary, gender queer
Gender stereotyping - how often do we do
this, even without meaning to? When do we
start doing this? Where does it come from?
What does this video suggest? https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=G3Aweo-74kY
Discuss - what do you think
feminism is? What do you
think a feminist looks like?

Mr Sayers

Mr Brewer

Mr Firth

What we are really talking about is gender equality. How
can we break down stereotypes and promote real gender
equality? Think about how we use gendered language, the
assumptions we may make about jobs and hobbies for men
and women, and the way we speak to or treat people based
on their sex or gender.
Ms P Netto
PSHE and Mental Health

Duke of Edinburgh local volunteering
Last Sunday a group of BCS students volunteered their time to support the Friends of Lyncombe
Fields community group. Their task was to 'wage war on
the brambles' in the fields next to the school site! In future weeks there will be opportunities to make bat and
hedgehog boxes as well as wildlife projects.
The group is still looking for more volunteers and are
happy to support BCS DofE students in gaining their
volunteering element of the Award.
For further details please contact Jane Fox the DofE
manager jfox@beechencliff.org.uk

A gender stereotype is a generalised view or preconception
about attributes or characteristics, or the roles that are or
ought to be possessed by, or performed by women and men.
A gender stereotype is harmful when it limits women’s and
men’s capacity to develop their personal abilities, pursue
their professional careers and make choices about their lives.

This is what a feminist looks like:

Ms J Fox DofE Manager
Miss M Garland DofE administrator

Menu for w/c 7th December
Monday: Spicy Chicken Tomatoes and Peppers,
Potato Cheese and Tomato Frittata (V)
Tuesday: Beef Burger, Falafel Burger (V)

We have arranged for school to make a delivery to a local
Food Bank on Tuesday 15th December.
Mr C Hall and Mr P Macdonald
Head of Chaucer and Head of Shakespeare

Wednesday: Beef and Vegetable Stew, Spinach and Goats
Cheese Quiche (V)
Thursday: 5 Spiced Pork with Bean Sprouts and Peppers,
Veggie Stir Fry (V)
Friday: Chicken and Chorizo Jambalaya, Red Onion
Tomato and Basil Tart (V)

Mr D Keal
Chef

Mental Health and Wellbeing
Food Bank Donations
A letter was sent last week to parents and carers of pupils in
years 7 to 11 regarding giving to the community. We believe
that we can make a difference so are asking pupils to bring in
one item that we can deliver to a local Food Bank before
Christmas, to help those most in need living in our local community. Of course, we understand that not everyone is in a
position to contribute, but any families able to do so should
bring their donations on the following days, as we have to
keep year bubbles separate:
Year 11 - Monday 7th December
Year 10 - Tuesday 8th December
Year 9 - Wednesday 9th December
Year 8 - Thursday 10th December
Year 7- Friday 11th December
Pupils can bring their donations to the Main Hall before
8.45 on their allocated day. Canned and dried items are
perfect and a list of suggested items is below.

Podcasts are a fantastic way for Parents/Carers to learn
about the challenges facing us with a whole range of parenting/caring topics.

‘Talking Teenagers’ is a podcast series comprising interviews with experts designed to help
parents and pastoral leaders with
some of the key issues of raising
teenagers in today’s world. The interviewers, James Shone and James
Sertin, have a superb way of engaging with the experts and asking the
questions we would all like to have the answers to.
For example there is a series of 3 podcasts discussing parenting teenagers during the coronavirus. In one of these,
James Sertin discusses parenting teenagers during the coronavirus pandemic with expert Alicia Drummond from
‘Teen Tips’. She outlines a variety of approaches to tackling just some of the many challenges parents are facing.
A few of the interview topics covered include:
Technology and Teens
Building Resilience
Phones and Parent Groups
Autism in Mind
Anorexia in Mind
Sex and Pornography
Gambling and Gaming
Facing Challenges
To listen to any of these insightful short interviews and
more, follow this link to see the full list of topics: Talking
Teenagers | Advice for Parents of Teenagers
Great to listen to when you are going for a walk or preparing a family meal.
The Mental Health Team

