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Message from the Headmaster 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

The end of a second very strange academic year draws close and with it our opportunity to reflect on what we have 
lost and gained from the experience.  The 2021 academic year has been characterised by a rather ‘stop start’ ap-
proach, dictated of course by the instruction from central government and the aspirations of all of us that the roll 
out of the covid vaccine would bring  about a rapid return to the lives we had. 
 

For those working in schools, particularly one like Beechen Cliff, the overwhelming sense has been of frustration – 
feeling that we cannot arrange and run the programs which we know help characterise  us and also which provide 
the vehicle for our pupils to build life experiences and character traits which will be of value to them in the years 
ahead.   It can be assumed, of course, that the experiences of independent learning, continuous assessment and 
teacher allocated grades will have built up a rather different array of skills which might have further use…. 
 

For parents I very much appreciate that the challenges of isolation, home learning and juggling jobs in the pan-
demic has been a challenge in itself.   The fact that the pupils appear so resilient is a credit to you, although I’m 
not sure that boys necessarily think in this way.  Most children, I suspect, have wanted to take up every opportunity 
to get back to the classroom which take them away from the home and allowed them to return to a ‘social’ exist-
ence; something we very much wanted to achieve when we returned in March. 
 

I must pay tribute to the band of staff, almost entirely made up of support teams, who have worked to be trained in 
the set up of testing centres, maintaining contact with Public Health England, designing the systems in school and 
have worked above and beyond their normal duties to provide a service to the pupils and the broader communi-
ty.  Whilst the testing process and phone calls are not always welcome, they have discharged their roles with profes-
sionalism and good humour throughout. Not an easy task! 
 

The catering team, led by Chef Dan Keal, has been incredibly effective at adapting to the changes imposed on it 
over the last year.  Creating a number of food ‘outlets’ and dealing with the difficulties presented by ovens 
‘breaking’ down, an electrical fire and the inevitable self-isolation impact on key staff.  The pupils have been very 
lucky to have them and I know that parents will feel exactly the same way. 
 

Very few schools in the last term have been able to stage sporting fixtures but you will know that our commitment 
has always been to provide as much competition for our pupils as possible.  The statistics were published on our 
twitter feed a few weeks ago, but they bear repetition. Involving three sports and ten after school clubs the school 
has participated in seventy fixtures with 285 pupils representing Beechen Cliff in the Lower School.  This is im-
pressive and is a strong reflection of the efforts of the sports staff and these ‘lay’ members who have supported 
teams, driving to fixtures or umpiring in the wind and the rain…. Once the additional shooting activities, bee keep-
ing, Warhammer and ‘ad hoc’ events are thrown into the mix it would be fair to say that the school has provided a 
sound return for pupils at a time when many have not been able to offer such provision. 

 
As always at the end of the academic year I always give some consideration to colleagues who will be leaving Beech-
en Cliff at the end of term.  This year is not different in that aspect.  Our leavers’ list include:- 

 Justin Wildridge leaves us after supporting Music over the past last two years 
 Kate Marshall – leave us as Head of Spanish after 19 years excellent service 
 Joshua Clapp – leaves our English teaching team after fulfilling a one year contract with us, to join           

Writhlington school. 
 Zoe Geldard  -  is going on to continue teaching Art at Sidcot School. 
 Sophie Westlake – leaves her role as Header of Chaucer House to become Head of MFL at Corsham School. 

 



 Darren Jaggon -leaves us to a promotion as an Assistant Head at St Gregory’s CC 
 Hannah Fisher – leaves her role as Head of Psychology and is moving away from the area 
 Tiffany Kibblewhite is moving on to a role closer to home in Bristol at QEH School 
 Edward Gill – leaves to take up a teaching post at Ralph Allen School 
 Sue Davies is sadly leaving us this year after 19 years of dedicated service to our pupils at the start of their 

journey with us. 
 Jill Clothier retired in June on completion of almost 19 years at Beechen Cliff School in a wide variety of 

roles. 
 Nicky Reynolds – leaves her role as Attendance Office after more than 30 years of service to the school in 

many guises 
 Matt Pierog – Left in June to take up a site team role at a hotel in Bath 
 Debbie Crisp – leaves to catering team after 31 years of service to the School and team. 
 Michelle McWaters – is leaving to take up a place at a teacher training course after working with the SEN 

team over the past four years. 
 

I must thank them for the service to our school and dedication to our children. I know that they will very much 
miss Beechen Cliff and that they take with them the good wishes of all staff, pupils and parents. 
 

When I was appointed to the post of Headmaster at Beechen Cliff School sixteen years ago I remember very 
well being told by my predecessor, Mr. Roy Ludlow,  that the school has a way of ‘creeping up on you’ and that 
it would be very difficult to ever leave it.  At that time I did not recognise the truth in his words but, as I       
prepare to leave the school I know only too well how absolutely correct he was and why every Head of the 
School has had such a special bond with the School; pupils, staff, governors and parents. 
 

The brass plates near the Headmaster’s office bear the inscribed names of former Headmasters who are long 
gone, but I never pass them without the sense that they inhabit the place in spirit and that the belief  they had   
in the value of developing well rounded young people in an environment where they  should never feel second 
best to anyone, is tangible 
 

I have been privileged to have the stewardship of this fine old place for sixteen years and, whilst I will never  
pretend that I have enjoyed every minute, know that the determination of everyone connected with the 
School  to make it a special place for its pupils remains  absolute.  We have had triumphs and great setbacks.  As 
always in life we learn more from the latter and the pupils have shared them with us in the last few years. 
 

Beechen Cliff will remain a significant part of my life in the years to come, whether through watching my own 
children out in the world, meeting past parents and pupils or simply recalling the experiences which, as I am 
often told by perplexed staff and visitors, “could only happen at Beechen Cliff”. 
 

I wish the whole school community all the very best for the future, knowing that it is blessed in having Mr Tim 
Markall to take it forward, someone who is imbued in the values and aspirations of the place. 
 

Thank you so much to all of you who have written in with your kind messages.  I have been touched by the 
words and many of the anecdotes which, due to my age, I cannot recall myself. 
 

Thank you and goodbye 
 

 

 

 
Mr A Davies 
Headmaster   



A Level and GCSE Exam Results Days 

 

Year 13 students please be advised of a slight time change, required by the exam boards to results release as below. 

We shall maintain social distancing for these days, avoiding the gathering of large groups, in line with current 
COVID regulations, with results distributed in 15 min slot times, defined by surname - see below: 

10th August: A Level Results Day 
Grades will be available to collect from 8.30am in the Main Hall. 
Surname beginning Time Slot 

A-D  9:00-9:15am 
E-J  9:15-9:30am 
K-Q  9:30-9:45am 
R-Z  9:45-10:00am 

If you would rather have results emailed on the day please ensure you have completed the Google Form, link be-
low (also sent to you all in early June) or send written permission if you wish a parent/third party to physically col-
lect results on the day at school. In each case due to Data Laws this MUST be completed by the student. 
https://forms.gle/Ar83PiwJnykQ9nua7 

 
12th August: GCSE Results Day 

Grades will be available to collect from 9:00am to 10.00am in the Main Hall 

Surname beginning Time Slot 

A-D  9:00-9:15am 
E-I  9:15-9:30am 
J-O  9:30-9:45am 
P-Z  9:45-10:00am 

We would recommend that students come in person to collect their results, which will be organised with social 
distancing if required at the times given above.  Staff will be on hand to discuss results, next steps and to offer ad-
vice and support to students.  
 

If students are unable to be physically present on results day the student should complete this Google Form in 
order to receive results by email which will be sent  to their school email account on the relevant day after 
10:00am. 

https://forms.gle/Ar83PiwJnykQ9nua7 

Year 11 students who have applied to the Sixth Form will receive separate communication about how to enrol in 
the Sixth Form once they have received their GCSE results. 

 
The Exams Office will close at end of term and re-open on Monday 9th August for results download and publica-
tion, and remain open until the start of the new term to assist with queries. 
 

Wishing you all a safe and happy summer. 
 
Mrs K Davison 

Examinations Officer 
 
  

  

 

 

https://forms.gle/Ar83PiwJnykQ9nua7
https://forms.gle/Ar83PiwJnykQ9nua7


Information on the use of face coverings on 

dedicated school and college transport 

On Monday 12th July, the Secretary of State for 
Health and Social Care announced that Step 4 will go 
ahead on the Monday 19 July. The Prime Minister 
also said ‘we expect and  recommend people wear a 
face covering in crowded and enclosed spaces where 
you come into contact with those you don’t normally 
meet such as on public transport’. The  Department 
for Education have therefore  updated   operational 
guidance for Schools and now recommends that face 
coverings are worn on dedicated transport to school 
or college when prevalence is high. This will be kept  
under review. 

Summer Reports for year groups 7-10  
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
The Summer Reports for year groups 7-10 and the  
Lower 6th will be published on Wednesday 21st and 
will be available to view on INSIGHT.  
 

If you have difficulty accessing these, please contact 
crussell@beechencliff.org.uk 
 

 
 

Mr A Seal 
Assistant Head 

School Contact 
 
Please note that the main school contact has changed 
to headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk. 
 
Both the old and new  versions will continue to work 
alongside each other for the time being. 
 
Mr T D Markall 
Deputy Head (Curriculum) 

Start of Term Arrangements (September 2021) 
In September the first day back for pupils and students is Monday 6th September. However, due to the require-

ment for covid testing on our return the return will be staggered over a few days. 

  
We are planning the following return dates: 
Year 7 and L6th students will return to school on 6th September 
Year 11 and U6th students will return to school on 7th September 
Year 8, 9 and 10 students will return to school on 8th September 
  
For students in year 8-10 not attending school on 7th  September we will be organising a remote session with    
tutors in the morning. 
  
We will communicate with parents/carers at the end of August via email and the School Website to confirm the 
arrangements for the start of term and provide more details on the testing process. 
 
Full term dates for 2021-22 are available on the school website https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/parents/term-
dates/ 
 
Mr T Markall 
Deputy Head (Curriculum) 

REPORTING PUPIL ABSENCES 

It is important that all absences from School, includ-
ing late arrivals and medical appointments should be 
reported to School promptly.  Parents and carers 
please take note of the following correct contact de-
tails. 

Lower School Pupils   

To report a Lower School absence either telephone 
(01225) 480466.or email email  attend-
ance@beechencliff.org.uk       

Sixth Form Students  

For a Sixth Form student absence please contact Mrs 
Jones on 01225 480466.or you can email  sixthat-
tendance@beechencliff.org.uk 

mailto:crussell@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk.
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/parents/term-dates/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/parents/term-dates/
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk


Governor Letter 
 

As this very disrupted year draws to an end, I am pleased to bring you news of the governors’ activities over the last year and to 
assure you that we have continued to dedicate time to supporting the school. 
 

I think before I share with you the activities of the governors, I would like to thank all staff for their diligence and hard work sup-
porting the pupils.  It has been a difficult year for school staff teams and all are vital parts of the machine that have kept it going;  
the site team have been integral in preventing the spread of the virus in school with keeping the school clean, the office and sup-
port staff have been constantly on alert to keep parents informed and have also become skilled in the school testing scheme.  
Teachers and classroom staff have had to teach in difficult circumstances, preventing the children from moving around, they have 
had to carry equipment and books around the school site moving to different classrooms to teach. They have also had the dispir-
iting task of teaching blank circles during lockdown when the pupils didn’t switch on their cameras.  The Pastoral and SEND 
team have worked tirelessly to engage the more vulnerable pupils in the school to ensure that they have been able to access educa-
tional resources during lockdowns.  The catering team have had to open extra serving points around the school to keep everyone 
fed.   Through all of this, the pupils have been at the heart of it all, ensuring that their welfare is paramount to all.   
 

I know that many of you recognised this with some of the fundraising which happened this year to gift the staff, however, as al-
ways, the Beechen staff surpass expectations with their diligent commitment to our children and so I thank them again here. 
 

As governors, we are very sad to say goodbye to Andrew Davies as he is truly one of a kind and will be very much missed by us all, 
however, I am pleased to welcome Tim Markall as the new Headteacher of Beechen Cliff.  The governors have worked with Tim 
over the last few years in a variety of ways, from examining school data, curriculum link governance and this year a project for 
curriculum led financial planning.  We are excited to be able to support Tim through this transition and look forward to seeing 
him take the school forward. 
 

The governors have had quite a difficult time as we have not been able to come into school, which is one of the biggest pleasures 
of being a governor. This has been particularly challenging to our newest recruits Mr Tom Phillips and Mrs Judy Green.  Howev-
er,  we have still been involved in some great projects.  A group of governors dedicated to Pastoral matters have worked with 
James Oldham and Kant Mann to produce an exclusion checklist to follow whenever a decision to exclude a child is made. This 
has received high praise from the local authority and has been shared with other schools as an excellent tool to support these dif-
ficult decisions made by the school.  
 

In order to understand the effects on teaching and learning on the curriculum, we organised an online governor deep dive into 
all areas of the curriculum when governors met with a faculty head and explored a number of areas of interest.  This together 
with the deep dives carried out by the Trust means that we have a really excellent understanding of the work which each of the 
faculties are doing and the steps they are taking for continuous improvement. 
 

Wellbeing for staff has been a particular concern of mine over the last very challenging year.  The school produced an ambitious 
plan to safeguard the wellbeing of the staff and we spoke to a number of staff to examine how well the school was meeting the 
targets it set out to achieve.  The staff in all cases felt supported by school leadership and believed that the well being plan was a 
success and that staff felt that their work was recognised. I am sure you will all agree that this is very reassuring.  
 

As we move into the next year, we have a number of important tasks to achieve.  We will be looking at ways of working closely 
with colleagues at Hayesfield Girls school and St Mark’s School as we embrace being in the Bath Hub for the Trust.  We will be 
looking to support Tim with his new role and our link governance will build on the work we have done this year to support 
school improvement.  We will also be looking for a new parent governor and a new staff governor.  We are looking forward to 
more extra-curricular activities coming back and hope we will be able to see you at the many school events which form part of the 
usual school calendar that have been so sorely missed over the last 18 months.   
 

I wish all those who have been subject to Teacher Assessment Grades the very best of luck with their results and hope that they 
receive the grades they desire.  For those who are going on to new pastures, I hope that your memories of Beechen Cliff will carry 
you forward to every success and that you will always hold the school core values in your hearts as they will take you far! 
 

In the meantime, on behalf of the governors, I wish you all a fantastic Summer holiday.  

Helen Eastwood 

Chair of Governors 

mailto:helen.eastwood@msnpartnership.com


Pastoral Team  

As we approach the end of this academic year, it’s really worth mentioning how well the pupils have coped with 
the lockdowns, subsequent return to school and the inevitable isolation periods. They have displayed resilience 
and compassion in abundance at a time when there have been regular changes to school life. Perhaps most im-
portantly, our pupils have had the confidence and self awareness to communicate with school and home when 
they felt that things weren’t right for them. The message of “It’s okay not to feel 100% okay” really seems to have 
been taken on board. As a school and Pastoral team, we have carefully triaged those that need some help with 
pastoral support and organised input from our own Solution Focused practitioners and Off The Record. 

 

The Heads of House and tutors have been magnificent in working with the pupils in their respective Houses and 
tutor groups to ensure that our pupils get the best possible support whilst at home or in school. I applaud their 
commitment and efforts during this unprecedented time where they have kept the pupils at the centre of what 
they do on a daily basis. 

 

There are also changes in the Pastoral team that pupils will see as we head into next year. We say goodbye to Mr 
Jaggon and Mrs Westlake as Heads of House as they move into new challenges - Mr Jaggon as Assistant 
Headteacher at St Gregory’s School and Mrs Westlake as Head of Modern Languages at Corsham School. They 
will be greatly missed for their determined approach and unrivalled attention to secure the best outcomes for the 
pupils in their care. We wish them the best of luck in their respective new roles. 

 

As a result, Mr Firth will be Head of Milton House and we will move forward with 4 Houses. The  pupils from 
Chaucer House have been carefully allocated to Byron, Kipling, Milton and Shakespeare House and they have 
been duly informed. 

 

From the Attendance Office we say goodbye to Jill Clothier and Nicky Reynolds - both of whom have been at 
the school for several years in a variety of roles with Attendance monitoring being the cornerstone of their work 
over recent years. We wish both of them a happy retirement where they will have more time to spend with family 
and loved ones. Our Attendance Officer Miss Robinson will remain your contact for working with attendance 
issues. 

 

Finally, I will be stepping away from the Head of Pastoral role to undertake a wider school role in Parental and 
Community engagement. Mr Oldham, Deputy Headteacher will take the reins as Pastoral lead from September. 
It has been a privilege to lead a committed and hardworking Pastoral team with a wealth of skills and experience 
in dealing with young people to ensure that they rightfully take their place in society with the values and attrib-
utes that we hold dear.  

 

Best wishes for a restful summer and here’s hoping for a sunny September! 

 

Mr K Mann 

Assistant Headteacher 



IT and COMPUTING 

Congratulations to the following KS3 students who 
have been nominated by their IT and computing teach-
ers for the work that they completed on the computing 
outdoors assignment during lockdown or working well 
in their lessons. 

Each boy will receive a BBC micro:bit starter kit, which 
includes a small pocket-sized computer that they can use 
to improve their programming skills. 

Have a look at the micro:bit website for more infor-
mation and to have a go yourself - https://microbit.org/  

 

Ms L Jarvis 

Head of IT and Computing 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

G Bunce 

R Durrance 

C Goucher 

W Harper 

B Jarai 

O Williams 

J Beresford-
Browne 

M Clark 

H Hall 

H Masters 

I Miles 

O Rhodes 

  

W Chadwick 

O Fishwick 

D Goldsmith 

L  Harris 

E Phillips 

Vision and Values 
 
Our Vision 
Our vision at Beechen Cliff is to enable our pupils and 
students to achieve their aspirations and become well-
rounded, confident and compassionate individuals who 
go on to live fulfilled lives and make a positive contribu-
tion to society. 
To help us work towards this vision we have a set of 
Core Values that we prioritise and shape much of our 
work round. For a number of years the school has had 
four Core Values: Aspiration, Balance, Compassion and 
Independence and over the last few years we have intro-
duced Integrity and Respect as well. 

In order to shape our systems round our Core Values 
and promote them effectively with our pupils and stu-
dents, we have adjusted our definitions to include all six 
elements under the heading of four Core Values that we 
will be basing things round in the future.  

These Core Values are: 

Aspiration 
Working hard and trying my best at all times, both with-
in and beyond the classroom. Aiming high and challeng-
ing myself to fulfil my potential. 

Compassion 
Showing consideration to others, improving the lives of 
those around me, and doing the right thing even when 
no one else is looking. Recognising my own self-worth. 
 
Independence 
Organising and taking responsibility for myself, develop-
ing my resilience and having the courage to do the right 
thing. 
 
Respect 
Showing an understanding of the feelings, wishes and 
rights of others through words and actions and by valu-
ing equality and diversity within the community. 
 
Mr T Markall 
Deputy Head (Curriculum) 

Beechen Cliff Design and Technology       

Summer Food Newsletter 
 

Design and Technology have  once again produced an  
Summer edition of their popular  Food Newsletter   
containing mouthwatering summer recipes  and ideas.   

 

Please click on the front 
page image to view a copy! 

 

Design and Technology 
Food Team 

 

 

https://microbit.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aOHFNjbRoPae-MTo-3_Li0pqV-9aUj2a/view?usp=sharing


Google Classroom and Homework for 2021-22 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Firstly, let me start by saying a big thank you for all of the support you have given the school with remote learning 
and the transition from Show My Homework to Google Classroom for the setting of homework this year. We have 
received feedback from several parents about this change, and the main area for development appears to be the 
level of access parents have to Google Classroom. From September, all pupils will be automatically enrolled onto 
Google Classrooms, and this will mean that you start to receive parent summaries automatically. The email ad-
dress which will be linked to your child's Google Classroom will be the priority contact's email address on the 
school system, so please make sure you update the school office with any email changes so that the homework sum-
maries go to the right place.  
 
Further to this, feedback from parents has been that while it is useful to receive the email summaries, it would be 
more helpful if parents could login in real time to check homework for themselves, instead of having to rely on the 
weekly or daily email. We have fed this back to Google as a school and as a Trust, but the reason Google gives for 
not allowing parents their own login is privacy and GDPR rules. This is because teachers and pupils who login to 
Google Classroom can see the names of all of the other pupils, as well as any comments they have left or questions 
they have asked on the platform. However, we feel that Google should be able to develop a parent login which 
simply allows the user to see the teacher communications and assignments that have been set. If this is something 
you would value, and you feel able to do so, we think it would help for as many parents and teachers as possible to 
make this request to Google, in the hope that they listen to this feedback and develop a GDPR compliant parent 
login. If you would like to do so, please follow the link that says 'Send Feedback' at the bottom of your parent sum-
mary emails, or click here: 
 
https://classroom.google.com/gs 
 
and copy and paste the below message: 
 
Please develop a GDPR compliant parent login which allows parents to login to Google Classroom and view teach-
er communications and their own child's assignments and work. Thank you.  
 
With very best wishes for a restful summer break, 
 
Ms S Sullivan 
Assistant Head (Teaching and Learning) 

 

Resilient Teen Workshop 
 

Bath Mindfulness are running a resilient teen workshop this summer on 13th August at The Hub in Mulberry Park  
For information or to book a place please use the link below: 
 
https://www.bathmindfulness.co.uk/workshops 

https://classroom.google.com/gs
https://www.bathmindfulness.co.uk/workshops


Year 7                                         Club 
 
Year 7 scrabble club has had an enthusiastic and good natured year. A stalwart core group of eight have battled 
with one another every week (excluding lockdowns), and showed exemplary gamesmanship and resilience. I have 
been very impressed by the maturity and focus shown by the club members, who never fail to compete their 
games in a mutually supportive and enjoyable manner. It has been a privilege to witness some very tactical tile 
placing and discovery of unusual words, always interspersed with 
gales of laughter from the players.  
 

All year 7's are welcome to come along and play, whether a sea-
soned scrabbler or encountering the game for the first time. Ex-
pect good natured humour, an eclectic musical soundtrack and 
enthusiastic discussion about whether or not to allow chosen 
words. I look forward to opening up the club to members of other 
year bubbles (restrictions allowing). I am also looking forward to 
watching the Year 7 veteran players take on the older years, after a 
year spent honing their skills and widening vocabularies. Bring on 
September! 
 

Mr T Fieldhouse 
English Teacher 

Classroom Stationery List 
Every pupil is required to have a pencil case that con-
tains the following items: 
 
●  Ink pen and cartridges or roller ball pen (blue or 
black)  
●  Biro pen (spare)  
●  Green Biro pen  
●  Purple Biro pen  
●  Pencils and coloured pencils  
●  Pencil sharpener and eraser  
●  Ruler (15cm/6in)  
●  Highlighters  
●  Glue stick  
●  Scientific Calculator (our recommendation is 
CASIO FX-83GTX & FX-85GTX)  
●  Compass and protractor   

 
Please ensure that pupils are fully prepared for 
the start of the new term in September. 
 
Pupil Premium pupils are able to collect a fully 
stocked pencil case with all of these items from 
Learning Support.   
 
Please email rbarros@beechencliff.org.uk  if your 
son is Pupil Premium and would like one of these 
 
Mr T D Markall 
Deputy Head (Curriculum) 

Stationery Items are available from the Library 
Stationery Shop 
The library keeps a stock of spare stationery (pens, rulers, 
pencils, compasses all the usual bits and pieces) which 
can be purchased before and after school and at lunch 
and break times.  Unfortunately, we are unable to use 
Parentay for these transactions and we therefore ask that 
boys bring cash for this.  

mailto:rbarros@beechencliff.org.uk


Theme of the Week  - End of year               

reflection 
 

At Beechen Cliff we use the Solution Focused          
Approach - this is a way of thinking and talking that 
encourages us to find hopeful solutions when we’re ex-
periencing challenges. You can either discuss these 
questions as a tutor group, or write them down and 
keep to yourselves as an SF reflection on the past year:   
 
1.  Please spend a minute writing down 10 things 

you have been pleased to notice about yourself/
proud of during this school year 

2.  What have you managed to do that has surprised 
you? 

3.  When you were faced with difficulties, how did 
you cope? 

4.  What will you continue to do in the future? 
What difference will this make to you - how will 
it help 

5. What are your best hopes for the summer holi-
days?  

6. Where would you go for some support over the 
holiday if you need it? 

 
Summer safety 

Recap your top advice for staying safe over the summer. 
Think about: 
 

 Sun safety 
 Water safety 
 Physical health 
 Mental health 
 Road safety  
 Rail safety 
 Online safety 

 
Covid restrictions have changed - do not forget every-
one will be feeling differently at the moment, so the 
most important thing we can do is be kind to everyone, 
in your words and actions.    Always check what the 
rules are in shops, on buses etc about wearing masks. 

 
 
 

 

It’s also important to 
TALK about how you’re 
feeling - try to do this 
with your friends and 
family, and make sure you 
know who to talk to in 
school if you need to. 
 

Support and Help 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss P Netto 

PSHE  

 

 

CAMHS Service 
www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/camhs 

http://www.kooth.com/
http://www.offtherecord-banes.co.uk/
http://www.themix.org.uk/
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/camhs


Year 7 Activity Days 

Despite the disruption caused by Covid constrictions 
which prevented us from taking part in our normal  
residential visits to Tir Y Cwm, our Year 7’s were still 
able to have a fantastic experience during a recent  ac-
tivities day. Running over 
three consecutive days, 
approximately 60 boys 
each day were split into 
three teams and had to 
work together as they fol-
lowed a carousel of sta-
tions, involving 
kayaking, ‘Angel’ throw-
ing and bushcraft.   

 

Whilst performing each 
activity, the station or-
ganiser awarded points 
for teamwork and re-
warded displays of the 
school’s core values of 
aspiration, compassion, 
independence and re-
spect. At the end of each 
day, the accumulation of points led to a trophy being 
awarded to the winning team, and was presented to the 
appointed captain. 

 

With an individual staff 
member also being assigned 
as a group member and being 
led by a student team leader, 
much fun was had in seeing 
teachers having to follow 
team decisions and incurring 
forfeits for so called 

‘rebellious behaviour’. This normally resulted in a song 
and a dunking in the River Avon, with some of us hav-
ing to get considerably wetter than others!!! 

 

The boys appeared to really enjoy the variety of the ac-
tivities, which provided everyone with the opportunity 
to excel as they attempted new physical challenges.  For 
some, they were able to work together to coordinate 
their movements, enabling their 6-person katakunu’s to 
travel in their direction of choice. For others, it was the 
control and consistency of hitting their target with their 
metal ‘Angels’, or using their knowledge and patience 
in safely lighting and maintaining a campfire using a 
flint and steel. 

Special thanks have to go to Channel Kayaks for bring-
ing the different parties together, running the           
katakanu’s station and making the days of activity      
possible. Thanks also to Battle Artery for providing the 
‘Angle’ throwing experience; Nature Ventures for im-
parting the bushcraft skills and knowledge, and Miner-
va Rowing Club and The Boathouse Restaurant for  
allowing us to use their land and facilities. We would 
also like to thank the staff who helped by accompany-
ing each visit, making the three days a great success. 
 

Mr G Hawkins 

Head of  Physical Education 

Combined Cadet Force (CCF) 
 

The CCF year finished off with 
a four day exercise to the    
Brecon Beacons. The boys 
learnt observation skills, about 
sound and light at night, how 
to undertake section attacks 
and effective ambushes, as well 
as many other skills in very hot 
conditions. The exercise        
culminated with a barbecue, 
followed by an overnight exer-
cise where two forces tried to 
outwit each other on their pa-
trols using all the skills they had learnt this year.  
 

We had planned a Year 8 CCF taster day for activities 
week to give boys an insight into the CCF. However, 
as that could not happen this week, we have resched-
uled it for September. We will write to Year 8 parents 
at the beginning of next term outlining what the CCF 
entails and how to join up.  
 

In the meantime, more information about CCF can be 
found on the School website on this link: 
 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/extra-curricular/ccf/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Captain C Greenhough 

CCF 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/extra-curricular/ccf/


South Devon Cricket Tour June 2021 
 
The South Devon Cricket Tour of 2021 was blessed with very good weather and a collection of boys who got on well with each other, 
supported each other in the field and made it a huge pleasure to lead.  
 
The match at Exeter School went very much as predicted although the 177-6 posted by the hosts was not a reflection on our batting 
although rather more an affirmation that Beechen Cliff were playing the best team in Devon. Our 100 all out in response was a better 
return than anticipated and I was very pleased with the performance. The coach 
promised a special tie if a century was posted, and, alas it was achieved. 
 
The evening game against Torquay Boys’ Grammar School allowed all the boys to 
have plenty of action and the four teams involved in the tournament all enjoyed 
the experience. The results will pass into history, although I believe honours were 
fairly even. The match was followed by fish and chips along beautiful Babbacombe 
Cliffs and we were  blessed in having the herring gills stay at bay…. 
 
The bunkhouse at Buckfastleigh was certainly ‘snug’, although the boys adapted 
well and were excellent in settling down to sleep. The threat of having to sleep in 
the drying room with the range of staff socks was enough to quell conversation… 
 
On Friday, following a breakfast created by Chef Williams, the boys were taken to 
the wonderful Sandford CC ground to play against Queen Elizabeth’s School, Credi-
ton. The boys fought hard in the tightly contested match, the Beechen Cliff 117-5 from 
twenty overs looking a very defendable target. The QES boys achieved the target in the 
final over. It was good to see how the boys were improving their movement on the 
field, however, a clear indication of progress.  We left our hosts and made our way 
down to the coast. 
 
The second match of the day, against the Year 8 team at Churston Grammar School 
was a challenge. The 78-5 scored by Beechen Cliff was actually very good, given the 
exceptional pace of the Churston bowling attack.. The hosts reached their target after 
ten overs, leaving our boys a little deflated; the mood only being lifted upon the arrival 
of buckets of chicken from a local takeaway.  
 
The final game of the day, against Shaldon CC saw the boys score their first victory of 
the tour. Limiting the hosts to 55 all out the Beechen Cliff reply saw the target 
reached with the loss of only three wickets in eleven overs. The boys were ecstatic - as 
indeed, were the staff.  
 
The boys were now exhausted and the second night’s sleep was fairly sound for 
everyone. The only glitch was  the loss of the bunkhouse resident spider, Boris. His 
departure caused some consternation amongst the boys, although breakfast and the 
25% shower take up soon filled the time. Following a remarkably swift 
clear up, vacuum and washing up process, we departed Buckfastleigh and 
headed for Ipplepen and our last game of the tour. 

 
The boys were now really on very good form and produced an excellent 
batting display to post 137-5 from the twenty overs. Three of our batsmen 
had to retire having reached 25 runs and this allowed more of our boys to 
come to the crease and face the Ipplepen attack.  
 
Driving on to Broadsands beach, building sandcastles and playing beach 
cricket (can there ever be enough?) was followed by ice creams and the 
final stop of our tour at Alston Home, where playing in the paddock (Adder Alley, as it is known locally) and a full feeding took place.  
Tired but happy, the party arrived back in Bath late in the evening and delivered boys to parents. 
 

Mr A Davies 
Headmaster 



Music 
 

Like all subjects, this academic year has proved to be unique and as a department we have had to adapt how we 
have delivered the curriculum. The various lockdowns have inevitably led to the use of Google classroom a lot 
more and whilst this was quite challenging (to teach a practical subject remotely), it did open up a lot of opportu-
nities which we have been able to utilise as part of class lessons now we are back in school. The main advantage 
has been allowing pupils to turn in audio files of practical work in between lessons. This has allowed teachers to 
give constructive feedback and advice in between lessons and we will seek to further build on this in the next aca-
demic year. 
 

Peripatetic lessons have also continued throughout the year with a combination of live and remote lessons and it 
has been very pleasing to see how the pupils have engaged with these new ways of tuition. I would like to thank 
the peripatetic instrumental music staff for their commitment, dedication and perseverance in these testing times. 
Despite the problems, several pupils have undertaken external music exams and we congratulate the following: 
 

Ted D (yr 7) Grade I Trumpet 
Peter C (yr 7) Grade III Cornet 
Isaak F (yr 7) Grade III Clarinet with Merit 
Harry L (yr 11) Grade V Theory with Merit 
 

At the time of print we are awaiting further results for guitar pupils and these will be published at a later date. 
 

Although we were restricted to year group bubbles and to not doing singing, we managed to rehearse some small 
group instrumental work within year groups. Mr Daniels (trumpet teacher) led a workshop rehearsal for year 10 
and 11 GCSE music pupils, Mrs Nourse and Mr Wildridge respectively ran year 9 and yr 8 ensembles and I took 
on my usual role of rehearsing the year 7 ensemble. After 15 months of silence the shout of ‘Tequila’ could finally 
be heard echoing around the department. (Those parents who have ever attended a March concert will under-
stand the reference!) 
 

As the end of the academic year draws to a close, we say goodbye to Mr J Wildridge, who joined us in January 
2020 on a part time basis. Mr Wildridge has taught class music on Thursday and Fridays for the last 18 months 
and his skills and knowledge of technology in general have been invaluable in organising remote learning. In addi-
tion, he has assisted with extra curricular rehearsals and stepped in at the last minute to accompany pupils for 
practical music exams. We thank him for his considerable input and wish him well for his new post in Mon-
mouthshire. 
 

I am delighted to announce that we have been able to appoint a new music technician: Mr J Harriman, who will 
join the department in September. Mr Harriman has a lot of experience in organising Band’s night events and we 
look forward to benefiting from his expertise in this area along with his overseeing the development of music tech-
nology across the curriculum. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the music staff for their hard work throughout this most chal-
lenging of years. We look forward to the next academic year both in and out of the classroom where we hope to 
see a return to the normal programme of extra curricular activities. 
 

On behalf of all the music department staff, may I wish you all a restful summer holiday. 
 
 
Mr P Calvert 
Head of Music 



SUMMER HOLIDAY FOOD HELP 
 

Many families need a little extra help during the school summer holidays. Below is a list of some of the projects offering 
support in Bath and Northeast Somerset. 

Help through Hardship 

If you are in financial crisis and live in England or Wales, please call Help through Hardship, a national helpline run by 
the Trussell Trust and Citizens Advice, on 0808 2082138 for free. You will talk confidentially with a trained Citizens 
Advice adviser, who can help address your crisis; provide support to maximise your income; assist you to navigate the 
benefits system; and identify any additional grants you could be entitled to. If needed, they will issue you with a voucher 
so you can get an emergency food parcel from your local foodbank (see below). 

Open Monday to Friday 9am–5pm; closed on public holiday  

Foodbanks 

There are three foodbanks covering B&NES. Please note that to access them you will need a referral. These are availa-
ble from many organisations, including Help through Hardship (see above). Referrals can also be made 
through:  

Welfare Support: 01225 477277 Citizens Advice Bureau: 0344 848 7919 or Freephone 0808 2787897 

Bath Foodbank 

Bath Foodbank is currently operating a delivery-only service, delivering within Bath on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 12–3pm. 

 See  https://bath.foodbank.org.uk/ for further details.  

Keynsham Foodbank 

This covers Keynsham, Saltford, Chew Valley and the B&NES areas of Stockwood and Whitchurch. Currently operat-
ing a delivery service on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10.30am–2.30pm. However, clients who prefer to collect their 
food can pick it up at St Mary’s Church Hall, Queen Square, Saltford BS31 3EL on Fridays, 10.15–11.45am.  

See https://keynsham.foodbank.org.uk for further details. 

Somer Valley Foodbank 

Collection only, with a referral voucher, from the following distribution centres: 
 

The Salvation Army, Radstock Road, Midsomer Norton BA3 2AJ: Monday 12–2pm. 

 St Nicholas Church Café, Church Street, Radstock BA3 3QQ: Wednesday 12–2pm. 

 St John Methodist Church, Bath Road, Peasedown St John BA2 8DN: Friday 12–2pm 

Paulton Methodist Church, Park Road, Paulton BS39 7QQ: Wednesday 11.30am–1.30pm. 
 

See https://somervalley.foodbank.org.uk for further details. 

Food Clubs and Pantries 

Food clubs and pantries are a community initiative supplying low-cost, good-quality food to local residents 

Welcome Café and Food Club 

Join the Food Club and pick up what you need for £3 per family, £2 for an individual. No booking needed – just come 
along. Free cooked lunch (donations welcome). For more information, call Naomi on 07470 262372; email welcome-
cafe@allsaintsweston.org.uk;  or visit www.westonhub.org.uk.  

Weston Hub, Penn Hill Road, Weston, Bath BA1 4EH Open Monday 12–2pm. Action Pantry and Clothesline       
Families can self-refer or be referred by a health or social care professional, or a school. Membership of £3 a week covers 
2–3 meat/vegetarian items, 1–3 dairy products, plus fruit and veg and plenty of store-cupboard food. New families are 
asked to fill out a form giving contact details, dietary requirements/allergies and whether they have a working fridge 
and freezer. For more information, call 07874387717 or email actionpantry@mercyinaction.org.uk.   Open Monday 
and Friday 1.30–3.30pm. 

https://bath.foodbank.org.uk/
https://keynsham.foodbank.org.uk/
https://somervalley.foodbank.org.uk
mailto:welcomecafe@allsaintsweston.org.uk
mailto:welcomecafe@allsaintsweston.org.uk
http://www.westonhub.org.uk
mailto:actionpantry@mercyinaction.org.uk


Oasis Pantries  

Please register in advance, either via http://www.oasisbath.org/projects  (select Oasis Pantry) or by phoning 07984 
014704. You can choose to pay £5 a week for 10–12 chilled and store-cupboard items plus fruit and veg or £3 a week 
for 6–8 chilled and store-cupboard items plus fruit and veg.  

Oasis Pantry, Oasis Church, Fountain Buildings, The Paragon, Bath BA1 5DU: Thursday 1.30–3.30pm. 

Oasis Pantry, Roundhill Centre, 53 Mount Road, Southdown, Bath BA2 1LG: Monday 2–4pm.  

NB While the pantries are open for most of the summer, they will be closed w/c 16th and 23rd August. 

Food On Our Doorstep (FOOD) Clubs 

Membership costs £1 a year and is open to families (with children up to 18 years old) who live or work within 15 
minutes of a club. It entitles you to buy a bag of food each week, worth approximately £10–15, for £3.50. For more in-
formation, contact brightstartcc@bathnes.gov.uk. Keynsham Children Centre, 65 West View Road,  

Keynsham, Bristol BS31 2UE (tel: 01225 395400): Thursday 1.30–3.30pm  

The Hub, Mulberry Park, Mulberry Way, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5BU (liz.kite@family-action.org.uk): Friday 10–
12pm  

Radstock Library, Church Street, Radstock BA3 3QG (tel: 01225 396660): Friday 1.30–3.30pm 

 

Foodcycle 

Free meals for all at Nexus Methodist Church, Nelson Place, Bath BA1 5DA. No questions asked, three-course meals, 
all vegetarian and made with surplus food stopped from going to landfill. Every Wednesday 7.30pm 

PTA 50:50 Club 
 

The 50:50 Club is a mini lottery run by the PTA – 50% of 
the funds go to the school via the PTA, and 

50% are paid out each month in prizes. Anyone is welcome 
to join and you can join at any time. It is a great way to sup-
port the school, especially at the moment when other fund-
raising opportunities are so limited! 

Latest winners 

The latest 50:50 club draw took place via Teams conference 
call on Tuesday 13th July 2021 with the following members 
of the PTA present – Lesley Betts, Marina Beare, and Jane 
Millington. 

Congratulations to the winners for April, May and June 
2021 listed below: 

Winners are contacted via the details supplied when signing 
up so do keep us up to date of any changes via the email be-
low. Please also feel free to contact us if you just want to 
check what your numbers are! (All of the above winners have 
been contacted.) 

How to sign up 

The 50:50 club operates like a lottery, with members 
signing up to a small standing order each month (most 
people donate between £1 and £5) which buys numbers 
in the draw. We use a random number generator to se-
lect the numbers at our PTA meetings. Each year, the 
50:50 club raises over £2000 for the school. You can 
cancel your membership at any time, simply by cancel-
ling your standing order. 
 

If you would like to join in, new members are welcome 
anytime and it is very simple to set up.  Please just con-
tact us letting us know how many numbers you would 
like (£1 each) and we will give you details of how to set 
up the standing order.   
 

We will still carry on the 50:50 draws via Zoom/Skype/
Teams even though there are no face to face PTA meet-
ings. We can sign people up from home and you should 
be able to set up your standing order without going into 
your bank. It is a great way to support the school, espe-
cially as so many of the other opportunities for us to 
raise money have had to be put on hold for now. 

Please feel free to contact us with any queries. 

 

Jane Millington 

beechen5050@gmail.com Tel: 07528 074960 

MAY 2021 

£92.00 365 

£61.33 59 

£30.67 292 

JUNE 2021 

89.50 257 

59.67 563 

29.83 125 

APRIL 2021 

£92.00 49 

£61.33 60 

£30.67 102 

http://www.oasisbath.org/projects
mailto:brightstartcc@bathnes.gov.uk
mailto:liz.kite@family-action.org.uk
mailto:beechen5050@gmail.com


Potterne 
 
The annual Potterne shooting trip has been run by Beech-
en Cliff for the last fifteen years and has proved very popu-
lar.  In early July we recorded the one hundredth visit, with 
over one thousand boys having experienced the joys of 
shooting at this very friendly range. 

 
In effect, the boys pair up and shoot 
as a team, firing at 'fun' targets such 
as the 'Wired Skittle', 'Tin Can Alley' 
or the 'Weighted Stake'.  Although 
the targets on offer have varied over 
the years and the guns used have 
evolved from Ruger .22 to rather 
more sophisticated M16 cut down 
replicas, the fun factor remains the 
same and the boys get a chance to 

exercise their natural competitive edge for the evening, as 
well as eat their own body weights in cheese, pickles and 
Pringles.... 
 
This year has seen us have to run the visits weekly over the 
brief 'window of opportunity' provided since the end of 
lockdown in the Spring and I must extend huge gratitude 
to the range leader and the volunteers who give up their 
evenings to provide an exciting evening for our boys.  The 
visits between May and July have seen each year within the 
school provided with sessions, although demand far ex-
ceeded supply unfortunately and this will have led to disap-
pointment for many.  I am hoping to be able to run a few 
sessions in the Autumn to make up for this, so it will be 
worth 'watching this space'. 
 

 

 

The champion shooters ( although at time of writing 
two groups are still to shoot)  were to be found in the 
Year 10 cohort, possibly unsurprising given the num-
ber of CCF members who were part of the party.  I 
suspect that the actual results will be forgotten by all 
participants fairly quickly and that what remains will 
be memories of an evening where they had a go at 
something very different and had the chance to meet 
up with people they did not normally see. It's all part 
of building confidence and that is the key. 
 
I have very much enjoyed taking 
all our boys ( and even some 
girls) on this visit over the years 
but will retain many happy 
memories of the excitement on 
the faces of the participants as 
they exceeded their own expec-
tations and banished fears.  I 
will not miss the appalling sing-
ing or the requirement to stop 
the minibus to help out a child whose intake of 
cheese and cola had exceeded capacity. Thanks must 
be extended to Mr Stewart for his support in taking 
groups when infinitely less interesting commitments 
( such as Governor Meetings) have impeded my ca-
pacity to take a group.  He has helped out with this 
for the last decade and rarely complains. 
 
Although rather more 'ad hoc' an offer in the future, 
I do hope this remains a staple Beechen Cliff offer 
and one which our boys will talk about for years to 
come. 
 
For the record, the highest score posted by any pair-
ing was by the Head Girl and her partner in 
2015.  The gauntlet remains on the ground.... 
 
 
Mr A Davies 
Headmaster 
 
 
 



2020-21 Rugby Season 

At the beginning of March last year all rugby activity was 
suddenly stopped as the realisation that Covid-19 was more 
than just a minor concern in another part of the world.  We 
had just finished a busy and successful 2019 Season and 
were in the middle of our 7s season at the time, building 
nicely towards the 2020 National Schools Tournament at 
Rosslyn Park.  15 months later, and after many false starts, 
we finally played some competitive rugby in the 3 week mini
-season allowed for inter-school fixtures under modified 
rules at the end of May this year.   
 

In the 2019-20 season we played well over 100 fixtures at all 
ages; in the 2020-21 season, we played three! But it was a 
historic, first ever, unbeaten season - P3, W2, D1.  
 

The older age groups have continued to train with great 
commitment and enthusiasm whenever and however they 
have been permitted to in the last 12 months, always with 
the hope that matches were just around the corner.  In the 
end they had to be satisfied with just the one match each.  
The U16s, some of whom leave Beechen Cliff this summer, 
after 5 successful seasons together as a team, played Millfield 
and secured a hard-earned 17-17 draw, with tries from Ollie 
B, Ollie L-W, and Will D.  Man of the Match Tommy C 
was immense, clearly taking out his frustrations around 
missing so much rugby.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The under 17s also played Millfield and squeezed out a 
narrow 17-14 victory in an absolute classic encounter.  
Tries from Jaden E, Jon B and Ruben S-G secured the 
victory against high quality opposition. 

The year 13s have been building for the last 7 years for 
the biggest season of their school rugby experience, only 
to have that cruelly taken away by Covid.  So the recent  

game against local rivals KES was more than just a game 
of rugby; it was a celebration of great friendships formed, 
memories made and the end of this part of their rugby 
journey.  Many of them will continue that journey at 
university next year.  The game itself was a great advert 
for schoolboy rugby, with no quarter given by either side.  
Beechen just clung on for a 28-26 victory, in front of a 
huge crowd of friends and supporters from both school 
 

Meanwhile, the younger age groups have had to be pa-
tient and work towards next season.  Their 2020 rugby 
experience was limited to Early Bird skills training ses-
sions before school, but they showed great resilience 
throughout.  With a return to a full programme of inter-
school fixtures planned for September, we hope to make 
up for lost time as soon as we are permitted. There is a 
great deal of potential coming through the school and 
we are all looking forward to next year with much antici-
pation and excitement! 

 

Individually, there have been many successes.  Huge con-
gratulations to Year 13s Mackenzie Graham and Jasper 
Spandler who have been awarded their first professional 
rugby contracts with Bath Rugby, joining a growing con-
tingent of former Beechen Cliff pupils, many of whom 
have been playing in the Gallagher Premiership this sea-
son.  Just recently, former pupils Miles Reid and Tom de 
Glanville have been called into the full England Squad 
by Eddie Jones and Nahum Merigan and Orlando Bailey 
into the England U20 squad.   
 

Finally, on behalf of all Beechen Cliff rugby players past 
and present, I would like to thank our Headmaster, Mr 
Davies, for all the support he has given rugby over the 
years.  His enthusiasm for the game and belief in rugby 
as a vehicle for promoting the school’s Core Values has 
made all the difference.  I know he has enormous pride 
in the achievements of the players and I hope we will 
continue to see him supporting the boys on the touch-
line in his retirement. 
 

Mr S Turner 

Head of Rugby 

 

 



RUGBY PROGRAMME WELCOMES NEW SPONSORSHIP PARTNERS FOR 2021    
SEASON 
 

For the last 6 years, the school has delivered a high quality rugby development programme known as the ACE programme. 
The school delivers the programme in partnership with Bath Rugby, aiming to provide an outstanding rugby and academic 
programme for talented young rugby players in the Bath area and beyond.  Delivering the programme to the high standards 
expected and playing in the ACE League costs the school a considerable amount of money each year.  We rely heavily upon 
the generous support of local and national business.  
 

We are delighted to welcome on board, as sponsors: 

Company X Consulting Ltd,   Lucra Mortgages Ltd,  Mando Solutions,   Up and Under Sports 
 

Company X Consulting Ltd provides high calibre hand picked professional consultants across Defence, Gov-
ernment, Blue Light and industry client bases.  Company X Consulting Ltd prides itself on its culture of hon-
esty, integrity, and trust, with family values rooted at its core. CXC Ltd are proud of their reputation earned 

for doing the ‘right thing’ for their clients and supporting armed forces veterans (as a Gold Armed Forces Covenant award 
holder).   
 

Lucra Mortgages Ltd is a Bath-based bespoke mortgage broker with strong links to Beechen Cliff.  It was 
formed relatively recently with the intention of creating a new customer focused brokerage offering high 
quality fee free advice to clients.  With over 40 years combined experience in the mortgage industry, they 
use their vast knowledge to offer the best advice possible in all aspects of the mortgage journey. 
 

Mando Solutions is a recruitment agency with strong family links with Beechen Cliff and local rugby.  
It provides competent people and services primarily to the mineral extractives UK-wide industry, along 
with other sectors such as construction, energy and waste. 

 

Up and Under Sports provide high quality sports coaching in secondary and primary schools in the 
Bath area and beyond, aiming to inspire pupils to an active, healthy lifestyle.  They also offer a variety 
of holiday courses for children aged 5-16.  Up and Under Sports have been involved in delivering high quality rugby coach-
ing at Beechen Cliff for a number of years 
 

The financial support of these partners is so important to the success of the programme and we would like to express our 
huge gratitude.  We look forward to seeing them on the touchlines throughout this coming season and sharing in our suc-
cesses and achievements on and off the pitch. 

 

Drama and Theatre Group with Bath Theatre School 
 

It has been a difficult time for the group over the last year or so given all the restrictions. 
 

However, I would like to thank the BTS team for continuing with sessions remotely during 
the lockdowns and for providing in person sessions again in school as soon as this was possi-
ble. 
 
The creativity of different projects to fit the changing circumstances has been lovely to see. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all students for their involvement during the year, be it the restaging of 
the Joseph (virtual production), the Yr 7 Music Video and the more recent in-person lessons focussing on lots of differ-
ent skills during the Friday rehearsals. The team has been immensely proud of all your hard work and resilience. 
 

I would also like to thank Ms Moorhead and Ms Wright for their support with the sessions in school this year. 
 

We are planning our next professionally staged production next April and we will be launching this in the autumn. An 
exciting opportunity for pupils whether you have taken part before or not. 
 
Mr T D Markall 
Deputy Head (Curriculum) 
 



Year 7—Under 12 Cricket 

The thirty four matches played by the Year 7 boys includ-
ed opportunities for competition at A, B, C and Pirates/
Marauders level.  The latter squads allow boys to play de-
velopment matches on the Beechen Cliff square, getting 
used to the field placings and having good tight games in 
which to participate. 
 

Matches against the cream of local cricketing schools; 
QEH, Bristol Grammar, King’s Hall, Taunton, KES, 
Dauntsey’s, Millfield and Monkton gave the boys at A, B 
and C level their first taste of school competition and the 
chance to begin to develop effective match skills.  The 
highlight of the series was the tie with Dauntsey’s achieved 
by the B team, followed by a rather nice tea provided by 
the hosts.  The C team had a similar experience at Monk-
ton, although the desire for the scones led to rash batting 
decisions and a shortfall of twenty runs…. 
 

Whilst the shortage of good training time in January and 
February, normally the basis for our summer success, was 
lacking there is no doubt that the boys across the squads 
all showed great pluck and resilience in playing as a team 
and eking out wins in unlikely situations. 

I was always very proud of their efforts throughout the 
season and I believe that they will be a very good cricket-
ing outfit by the end of Year 8, hopefully emulating the 
spectacular success of the current crop in that year group. 
 

Well done to all the boys for participating.  I am pleased 
to be able to say that ninety boys have participated in 
matches for the school, making sure that our promise to 
get them all involved has been realised – despite the usual 
issue of the British summer. 
 

I have encouraged the 
boys to join their local 
cricket clubs, a group to 
which I am indebted for 
their support of youth 
cricket and the cultiva-
tion of the match  be-
haviours that led to 
Robert Mugabe famous- ly 
describing it as a 
‘civilising’ influence. 
 

 

Mr A Davies 

Headmaster  

Year 8 End of Cricket Season Report  
 
It was fantastic to see that we saw 38 boys turn up to 
training wanting to play cricket with all of them rep-
resenting the school in matches this season. 
 
The A team had an amazing season only losing 1 
game out of the 10 games they played, getting to the 
semi-final of the Somerset cup and winning the area 
cup! They saw some fantastic performances and had 
great team spirit throughout the season. 
 
The B team saw a vast number of boys playing and 
enjoying cricket which we hope will keep them in-
volved when playing for they’re clubs outside of 
school. The boys had two really good performances 
beating QEH and putting up a really good fight in a 
narrow loss to a strong Millfield Prep team. 
 
Notable Performances: 
A Donovan - 50* (Vs QEH ‘A’), 5-11 (inc. hat trick 
Vs Millfield Prep ‘A’) 
B Church - 43 (Vs Millfield Prep) 
H  Hall - 50* (Vs QEH ‘B’) 
L  MacTaggart - 5-16 (Vs Kingswood ‘A’) 
L Mavridis - 5-7 (inc. hat trick Vs Colstons) 
M  Hooper - 47* (Vs KES ‘A’) 
 
Mr S Thompson 
Sports Teacher 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Year 10 Cricket Report 

The U15 cricket squad have had a successful  season 
with a mixed bag of results against some very strong 
opposition.  It has been exciting to see the boys persis-
tently ask when the next fixture or training is.  This 
U15 squad have shown great depth throughout the 
season, and due to a smaller number of fixtures thanks 
to the pandemic all the boys have been excellent at 
accommodating a rotation of players throughout the 
season.  Many of the U15 boys have been asked to rep-
resent the 1st XI cricket team, and this shows the 
strength of player coming through.  I have thoroughly 
enjoyed this season and I am looking forward to seeing 
them continue this in Year 11 

 

Mr R Bowett 

Physical Education Teacher 

 

The season finally got under way at Dauntseys but having 
won the toss we were quickly reminded of the level of opposi-
tion as we were 4-2 after two overs. Sam Hodgson made his 
way to the middle and decided to take on the bowling attack, 
hitting boundaries in all directions. Sam quickly moved to his 
50 in 32 balls and with some excellent performances from the 
lower order, we posted 140 in our 30 overs, a low total but 
one that we could defend. J Parry, M Kerr and E Silcox 
bowled some excellent spells and two sharp catches from F 
McDonald at gully took the game down to the final over. 
Dauntseys just got over the line but a great performance from 
all players.  
 

Coloured kit and a pink ball at Monkton followed the week 
after, again we batted and a very determined E Silcox led at 
the top of the order scoring his first 50 for the 1st XI and 
posting 160 in the 30 overs. The bowlers got off to a flyer and 
Monkton never got back in the game which led to a comfort-
able victory. 
 

QEH and Wycliffe both were cancelled due to covid so the 
team had to wait over two weeks after the victory at Monk-
ton. With a number of players unavailable, we headed to 
Wycliffe with a young team. An injury in the first 15 overs 
meant a trip to the hospital and down to 10 players. Wycliffe 
scored 164 in their 30 overs. E Silcox and D Boyle both 
scored very different half centuries which led to another win 
and the team looking forward to KES the next day.  
 

The T20 at KES got off to a flyer with S Hodgson again hit-
ting boundaries all over the field but wickets fell quickly and 
Beechen didn't bat out the 20 overs but had 140 on the score-
board. Joel Parry and Max Kerr led the way with the ball and 
took some important early wickets which led to a third victo-
ry in a row. 
 

The final game of the season was against Beechen Cliff Old 
Boys in a timed game. Eight players got the chance to bowl 
and the Old Boys declared on 149 which left around 30 overs 
for Beechen to chase. E Silcox and O Smith both scored half 
centuries (retired) before L Press and F McDonald took us to 
150 with over 10 overs to spare.  
 

A fantastic group of players led by E Silcox and thanks to 
those players who are leaving this year, they have all contrib-
uted so much to the cricket at the school and I hope they 
continue playing club cricket for many years to come.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr P Macdonald 
PE Teacher and Head of Shakespeare House 

Year 9 Cricket Report 
 
The U14A and B cricket teams have had a very success-
ful summer season without managing to pick up many 
wins. The highlight coming from a 200 run batting per-
formance against St Katherines school in the Somer-
set Cup. Always focusing on their own development all 
of the boys have shown consistent improvement over 
the course of the season and I know they have enjoyed 
their quest to improve. Specific mentions go to Joe L, 
who was labelled as the best fielder by the rest of the A 
team, Will H for finishing as the top run scorer and Joe 
H for his performance as Captain. Joe and Will also 
earned a call up to the first team as a result of their fan-
tastic performances. Their attendance at cricket club and 
matches has been fantastic and they have been a fantas-
tic group of boys to work with. Very well done to all 
who have represented Beechen Cliff cricket so well. 
 
Mr Jamie Mortimore 
Head of Hockey and  
Physical Education Teacher 
 

1st XI Cricket 
 

With the green light to start fixtures again after Easter, 
the senior cricket players were desperate to get out on 
the field but year group bubbles meant fixtures had to 
wait until May half term. 



Tennis Report 

It has been fantastic to see school tennis underway again this summer after the full lockdown last year. The PE 
department worked hard to organise after-school practices in year group bubbles each week and it was great to 
have lots of pupils  taking part in these. In addition our teams have been competing against local schools at U12, 
U13, U14, U15 and senior level. 

Highlights for me included the debuts of our Year 7 and Year 8 teams, with boys representing the school for the 
first time, our first senior girls fixture for a number of years against QEH and the success of the senior team. 
However, across all age groups there was a real enthusiasm to be back on court, which was lovely to see. 
 

Led by Head Boy, John, several members of the senior team have 
been representing the school for 7 years. It was fitting therefore that 
they should enjoy a really positive final season together with victories 
over Kingswood, Colstons and QEH before finishing ‘runners up’ to 
a very strong Ralph Allen team. For John, Yuji, Will, Dan and Fin-
lay it is the end of an era. 
 

James and Joe also had particular success in winning the Avon 
Schools Senior Tennis Team event at Clifton College in Bristol, 
which was a wonderful achievement. 
 

I really hope the boys and girls enjoyed their tennis this summer and I would like to 
thank the PE department for all their efforts to make this happen. We look forward to 
more tennis next year. 
 

Mr T.D. Markall 

i/c tennis 

U15 vs KES 

Senior Team vs Kingswood 

Avon Schools Winners 



BREAK OUT SCHOOLS HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 
 
Dear Parent / Carers  
 
 I am writing to you today, to share the good news that BreakOut the schools holiday programme is 
back during the Summer holidays, operating in your school’s catchment area commissioned by B&NES Council (from cen-
tral Government funding). Our BreakOut programme sees us lead a consortium of highly-skilled practitioners to deliver a 
multitude of sporting, creative play and youth work activities over the holiday period, whilst providing free nutritious meals, 
all free of charge, for young people aged 5-16 whose families are eligible for free school meals, at our Covid-19 safe commu-
nity sites.  
  
As well as ourselves, Bath Rugby Foundation we are working in partnership with Bath Area Play Project, FareShare South 
West, and Youth Connect South West.  Together, along with a variety of delivery partners, we will deliver a powerful pack-
age of activities each day for young people to engage in, providing them with an opportunity to thrive and escape the pres-
sures of lockdown. 
 

Participants must adhere to all Covid-19 safety and behaviour protocols while on site with us. If any participants demon-
strate Covid-19 symptoms while they are with us, we will contact the parent/guardian to collect them.  
 

BreakOut sessions are currently based on current Government Guidelines and subject to change and booking is essential.  
 

Participants must adhere to all Covid-19 safety and behaviour protocols while on site with us. If any participants demon-
strate Covid-19 symptoms while they are with us, we will contact the parent/guardian to collect them.  
 

BreakOut sessions are currently based on current Government Guidelines and subject to change and booking is essential.  
 
Food Parcels: - There will also be an opportunity for parents/guardians to order a free food hamper to be collected from 
the venues during the collection of their child or teen from sessions.  

 Junior BreakOut – Parents/Guardians can book to drop their children aged 5-11 years of age to one of 
our morning hubs where children will be able to enjoy 4-hours of fun, supervised activities followed by 
a delicious and nutritious lunch. Hubs are available in; Keynsham, Twerton, Midsomer Norton, Rad-
stock, Peasedown St John, Snowhill, Paulton and Odd Down. 

 Teen BreakOut – Teens can book to enjoy social time, music, art and sports activities, as well as health 
and wellbeing workshops that have been designed specifically for their age group. Teen BreakOut is 
open to young adults aged 12-16, with hubs available in; Keynsham, Twerton, Paulton, Midsomer Nor-
ton, Radstock, Timsbury, Foxhill and Weston. Outdoor Adventures for Teenagers -  If you’re a teen 
after a little adventure, our fully-funded day trips to explore the best of the South West are perfect for 
you! Sign up to enjoy kayaking, golf, theme park visits and much more.  

 Family BreakOut – Will offer fun outdoor sessions in parks including a variety of play opportunities 
such as den building, waterslides, paint bikes, tie dye, team games and so much more enabling families 
to enjoy fun and valuable time together. Up to 50 places per session for children aged 5-12 years of age 
with places prioritised for families eligible for free school meals.   Available in parks in; Twerton, 
Whiteway, Keynsham, Southdown, Weston, Odd Down, Foxhill, Weston, Midsomer Norton, 
Peasedown St John, Radstock, High Littleton and Combe Down. 

 BreakOut for Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs - Fun activities and days 
out, specifically designed for young people with SEND over the summer holidays across B&NES. 



We anticipate there will be a very high need and volume of registrations for the Summer and will manage all bookings through 
our BreakOut website or phone line, where our coordinator can receive calls and allocate sessions in line with our capacity.  
 
How to book… 
All sessions are FREE to attend, simply click on the link below to confirm eligibility and to secure the hub sessions of your 
choice.  For any questions about BreakOut,  

www.bathrugbyfoundation.com/breakout  
e:mail: breakout@bathrugbyfoundation.com  

call:  07443767555 

http://www.bathrugbyfoundation.com/breakout

