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Our aims at Beechen Cliff School

At Beechen Cliff School we strive to support all our students and enable them to reach their
full potential at school. In order to do this, many steps are taken to support them through their
learning journey. Quality teaching is vital; however, for some students there are occasions
when additional support may be needed to help them fully access the learning environment
and achieve their targets.

Our aim in the Learning Support Centre is to equip students with the skills to become
confident in the management of their special educational needs, to become independent
learners and to achieve their potential.

The vast majority of pupils and students on the SEN register will study the same curriculum
as their peers. Where a student has significantly greater difficulty in learning, a modified
curriculum may be put in place to help pupils to prepare for and succeed in their GCSEs by
working on their literacy and numeracy skills.  In addition to this students may receive other
personalised interventions linked to their particular needs,  More details on these can be
found on pages 7-8.

Our Intended Outcomes at Beechen Cliff School

At Beechen Cliff School, our aim is for all pupils to reach their potential and experience all that is
on offer to students across the school.

Our intended outcomes for pupils with SEND:

Academic Outcomes:
● Catch-up any gaps in knowledge caused by their SEN or the Covid-19 pandemic
● Have access to a broad and balanced curriculum with adaptations to this only where

necessary
● Achieve progress in line with or above that of their target grade in subjects studied
● Achieve progress in line with or above that of pupils with similar prior a�ainment

Well-being Outcomes:
● To have a good understanding of themselves, their strengths and difficulties and ways

to overcome any challenge

Wider Outcomes:
● Have a�endance that meets or exceeds the school target of 96%
● A�end at least one extra-curricular club from the schools wide extra-curricular offer
● Have good parental engagement and for the parent/carer, pupil and school to work

together towards agreed outcomes
● Be confident, happy and well-rounded young people who have good mental health and

well-being and  prompt access to the school’s wide range of mechanisms to support
mental health and well-being



● Have ambitions and knowledge of how to realise these through high quality careers
support and opportunities

● Move on to the most appropriate next stage of education, employment or training for
them

Inclusion at Beechen Cliff School

The Learning Support Centre is based centrally in the school and consists of a classroom,
small intervention room and open plan office. This acts as the heart of Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) support at Beechen Cliff School and provides a nurturing and
friendly space for students to access as needed.

The SEND team works closely with all academic departments and student support services
within the school. We believe the sharing of information and a coordinated approach will
give staff the knowledge needed to personalise the learning for SEND students to ensure
their needs are met. We strive to ensure that barriers are removed for students with SEND
needs and that they have full access to the curriculum, as well as Beechen Cliff’s diverse
extracurricular offer , ensuring that their experience at Beechen Cliff School is as positive as it
is for all learners.

How do we support students who have Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
at Beechen Cliff School?

Students with special educational needs or disabilities are those who experience significantly
greater difficulty in learning, or accessing learning, than the majority of their peers and whose
educational progress is thus hindered and may be limited. These students require special
consideration in terms of physical access, curriculum and teaching provision above that which
might normally be expected to be available.

The majority of students with SEND needs are identified before joining Beechen Cliff School.
We work closely with our feeder primary schools to ensure SEND information is shared
ahead of transfer and, where possible, families meet with the Special Educational Needs
Coordinator (SENDCo) and complete their child’s Support Plan ahead of their child starting
in September.

Students who make in-year transfers are also identified in the same way; we work
collaboratively with their previous school to transfer SEND documents and provide
additional visits to agree a personalised Support Plan and ensure  a smooth transition and
successful journey thereafter.



Students can also be identified as having SEND needs at any point in their educational journey
at Beechen Cliff School.  This identification may come from any of the following:

● Testing of reading, spelling and cognitive ability on entry to the school.
● Concerns raised by parent/carers
● Concerns raised by teacher/Head of House
● Concerns raised by the students themselves
● Data such as end of term tests of standardised assessments
● Lesson observations and learning walks

How are students recorded on the SEND Register?

All students who have been identified as having special educational needs or disabilities will
be registered on the school SEN register as School Support (K) or as having an EHCP (E).
Information recorded will include the student’s SEND category of need.

Parents will also be notified before their son/daughter is added to or removed from the SEND
register.

All students who are on the SEND register will have a personalised Support Plan.

What is the role of staff in supporting students with SEND?

Headteacher

The Headteacher is responsible for the day to day management of all aspects of the school, this
includes the support for students with SEN and/or disabilities. They give responsibility to the
SENDCo, class teachers and TAs but have an overall responsibility for ensuring that your
child’s needs are met.

The SENDCo

The SENDCo is responsible for:
● Managing the support for students with SEN and/or disabilities.
● Coordinating all the support for students with special educational needs (SEN)

and/or disabilities and developing the school’s SEN Policy to make sure all students
get a consistent, high quality response to meeting their needs in school.

● Liaising with the Senior Leadership Team and ensuring that the Governing Body is
kept up to date about SEND.

● Oversight of the Graduated Approach to the needs of the individual student (assess,
plan, do, review).



● Ensuring that parents are involved in supporting their son/daughter’s learning; kept
informed about the support their son/daughter is receiving; involved in reviewing
how their son/daughter is doing and taking part in planning ahead for them.

● Liaising with external agencies who may come into contact with the school or help
support students’ learning.

● Updating the school’s SEND record of need, (a system for ensuring all special
educational, physical and sensory needs of students in this school are known and
understood).

● Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school so they can
help students to achieve their potential.

● Liaising with the relevant staff and agencies to create Support Plans that specify
supportive, evidence-based interventions to enable SEND students to achieve their
targets.

● Organising training for staff so they are aware and confident about how to meet the
needs of all students within the school.

● Keeping the SEND Register up to date and staff informed of any changes.

Ensuring that parents are:
● Aware of how to seek support from the school
● Involved in supporting their child’s learning
● Kept informed about the support their child is ge�ing
● Involved in reviewing how their child is doing
● Confident in how to support their child at home (where possible)
● Included in any decisions related to their child’s learning/SEND

Teaching Assistants

The primary role of the teaching assistant is to work with teachers, the SENDCo, parents and
other outside agencies to raise the learning and a�ainment of pupils while also promoting their
independence, self-esteem and social inclusion.

Teaching assistants are an integral part of the school workforce representing a substantial
investment of school funding. Teaching assistants give assistance to pupils so that they can
access the curriculum, participate in learning, close a learning gap and experience a sense of
achievement.

A Teaching Assistant may:
● Be allocated to support in a classroom where there are students who have significant

difficulties and a higher staff to student ratio is required to enable students to access
learning.

● Work with several students in the classroom and are encouraged to support students in
becoming confident and independent learners.

● Remove a small group of students from the lesson to teach an agreed aspect of learning,
under the direction of the class teacher.



● Lead a focused intervention for which they have been trained to deliver. This may take
the form of a 1:1 lesson or small group intervention.  These sessions are overseen by the
SENDCo and Heads of Faculty.

Teachers

The Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (2015) says that teachers are both ‘responsible
and accountable for the progress and development of all pupils in their class, including those
pupils who access support from teaching assistants or specialist staff. Where support staff work
with pupils with SEN, the teacher has overall responsibility for those pupils and must ensure
that they make appropriate progress’.

The Code of Practice says that class teachers should make ‘regular assessments of progress for
all pupils and that where concerns are identified and that teachers should work with the
special educational needs co-ordinator (SENCO) to assess whether the pupil has SEN’ and
requires support above and beyond that of Quality First Teaching.

Teachers should know which students are on the SEND register and what support is required
for access to learning.  Teachers should consider each pupil’s Support Plan when planning
lessons and SEN needs should be identified on classroom seating plans.  Staff should also know
the mechanism for reporting concerns to the SENDCo.  At Beechen Cliff staff may contact the
SENDCo at any time with concerns and the SENDCo will engage with the students and
parent(s), explore the staff concern and identify if the pupil has SEN needs which require
intervention.

SEND Governor

The SEN/D Governor is responsible for:
● Making sure that the school has an up to date SEND policy.
● Making sure that the school has appropriate provision and has made necessary

adaptations to meet the needs of all students in the school.
● Understanding and monitoring the support given to students with SEND in the school

and being part of the process to ensure your child achieves his/her potential in school.
● Reporting to the full governing body.

How will Beechen Cliff School support my child’s transition to and from school?

The school has a well-established transition programme for students moving from KS2 to KS3.
The SENDCo is fully involved in this primary liaison programme, to ensure that all relevant
information is successfully transferred for students with special educational needs and/or
disabilities.

The SENDCo contacts all the main feeder primary schools to discuss individual needs with
relevant primary staff. This information contributes to the support arrangements for all new



students in Year 7.

There are several opportunities for Year 6 transitional students to experience life at Beechen
Cliff School before the September start date. All students with SEND are fully included in this
programme, which includes a taster day during the summer term.

Additional visits to the school to meet key staff or become familiar with routines and layout
may be arranged by the SENDCo.  This is done in liaison with parents and the primary school
and is tailored to suit individual needs.

Transition arrangements for students between key stages 3-4 and 4-5 are based on each
individual’s needs and support is given to  SEND pupils when taking KS4 option choices, and
when planning for post-16 education and future employment opportunities or interests.

Students at KS4 who have SEND needs or who are Looked After are prioritised to meet with
the school’s careers adviser, to ensure that a clear plan is in place to enable them to move on
to an appropriate post-16 educational or employment-based training opportunity.

If a child has a social worker,, all professionals are involved in supporting the transition
process.

What support is available for students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities at
Beechen Cliff School?

All students who are placed on the SEND register at Beechen Cliff School have a personalised
Support Plan.  This plan is created in collaboration with the SENDCo, the student,
parents/carers and any other relevant staff or professionals.  The plan identifies the student’s
strengths, support needs and current interventions.  This plan is reviewed at least twice each
year with a member of the SEND Team.

Interventions

The interventions offered by the SEND Team and other supporting professionals can vary
depending on the needs of the students on roll.  Below is a list of some of the interventions
which are currently available:

● Teaching Assistant support in the classroom to improve access to learning through
personalised differentiation

● Small group literacy taught by the SENDCo or Teacher of Literacy.   These sessions
focus on core literacy skills

● Small group numeracy taught by the maths department.  These sessions focus on core
numeracy skills

● Handwriting support (TA led)



● Reading support which includes phonics (Literacy Lead, Librarian and TA led)
● Touch typing (TA led)
● Lexia Power-Up, an online literacy programme aimed at students with dyslexia or

dyslexic type difficulties (this is offered in am registration, after school and through
family led homework support)

● Use of laptops / reading pens and other assistive technology
● Enhanced literacy or numeracy curriculum / adjusted timetable
● Exam access arrangements
● Mentoring (VI form, Mentoring Plus, Off the Record and TA led options available)
● Speech and Language support from a qualified therapist
● Social communication support through a 10-week group programme (TA and SENDCo

led)
● Autism Outreach Support through Fosse Way School and Now, Next and Then
● Referral to Paediatric services if required
● Assessment by an Educational Psychologist (EP) where interventions to date have been

unsuccessful and additional support is required to identify a student’s needs
● Occupational Therapy advice and support from a qualified therapist
● Understanding ADHD support from a Public Health Nurse (this can be pupil, teacher

or parental support) and a 6 week understanding ADHD programme working with a
key member of staff

● Emotion Coaching - a 6 week programme led by a key member of staff

Parents and pupils are always at the heart of what we do.  Staff will always engage with pupils
and parents before any referrals are made or support is agreed.

Regular reviews of a student’s progress are held where the EHCP and/or Support Plan are
reviewed. These will usually follow the format of the Graduated Approach. The first part of
this meeting is to look at the provision for the child and make decisions about the progress
that the child is making. The second part is to make new plans and adjust the provision as
necessary.

If a specialist professional works with a pupil, there may be recommendations that are made,
which can include:

● Making changes to the way a child is supported in class e.g some individual support or
changing some aspects of teaching to support them be�er.

● Support to set targets which will include their specific professional expertise.
● Involvement in a group run by school staff under the guidance of the outside

professional.
● Additional group or individual work with an outside professional.

What specialist services can the school access?

At Beechen Cliff School, we have access to a very wide range of specialist services, including
local authority services.  Some of these services are listed below:



● Autism Outreach (Fosse Way and Now, Next and Then)
● CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service)
● Children Missing Education Service
● Community School Nursing Team
● Paediatricians and GPs
● Compass Project
● Counselling Services: Off The record and Mentoring Plus
● Solution Focused Therapy
● Educational Psychologists
● Hospital Education and Reintegration Service
● Occupational Therapists
● Parent Partnership Service
● Physiotherapy Services
● Social Care teams
● Speech and Language Inclusion Partnership

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?

Our curriculum is designed to match the needs of the learners on roll and can therefore change
from year to year.  Teachers adapt the classroom lessons  according to the ability and learning
styles of the pupils in their class.  The classroom environment may also be adapted to suit
individual needs. Where a child has been identified with SEND, their work will often be
differentiated by the class teacher to enable them to access the curriculum more effectively.

Regular meetings also provide opportunities for parents/carers to discuss the curriculum with
key staff within the school.

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?

Activities and school trips are available to all students. For all activities out of school, a risk
assessment is carried out and procedures, or reasonable adjustments, put in place to enable all
students to participate. If it is considered that additional 1:1 support is required to support a
student, on the grounds of disability, needs or safety, an additional staff member may be
asked to accompany a student during the activity/trip.

If, on the basis of the risk assessment, it is considered that a student poses a health and safety
risk to themselves or others which cannot be reasonably managed, it may not be possible for a
student to access a trip. The Head Teacher will take this decision, balancing carefully the
school’s responsibilities to provide reasonable adjustments and fair access alongside health
and safety needs.

What support will there be for my child’s wellbeing?



The school offers a range of pastoral support for students who are encountering emotional
difficulties and to help resolve everyday pastoral issues of concern. This could be through 1:1
discussions with members of the school’s pastoral or Inclusion Support team, Off the Record,
Mentoring Plus, Solution Focused Therapy or  small group interventions (e.g. Social Skills
support, developing friendships, managing anger or bullying issues) or may include a specific
resource or referral to support the student.

The school may request support from an external service, for example the community School
Nurse. Where necessary, referrals may also be made to CAMHS (Child and Adolescent
Mental Health Services) or the Specialist Family Intervention Team.

For some students, it may be appropriate for an EHAF (Early Help Assessment Framework),
replacement for CAF (Common Assessment Framework) to be used to support the wellbeing
of a child and their family.  An EHAF essentially creates a plan for the student and family and
is wri�en by a ‘Lead Professional’ in consultation with other professionals that are working
with the family. This is an entirely voluntary process but is a useful way of accessing overall
needs and the type of service or provision that may be beneficial.

For students with medical or sensory needs, the school can access the disability team at the
RUH in Bath as well as the Physical and Sensory team. This may lead to the assessment or
support of an Occupational Therapist, Disability Nurse or additional resources being made
available at home or at school.

Where appropriate, homework tasks may also be adapted to suit the needs of individual
students.

What support is there for behaviour, avoiding exclusions and increasing a�endance?

Beechen Cliff School has a system of interventions to avoid exclusions and increase a�endance
for students. These include the services of an A�endance Officer, School Nurse, Mentors and
Counsellors. The tutor/SENDCo/Head of House meets regularly with the parents of students
in danger of exclusion or with a�endance concerns. Plans are put in place to support them
and are reviewed regularly. The school’s Behaviour Policy outlines its systems for managing
behaviour and seeks to encourage good behaviours through rewards.

How will Beechen Cliff School allocate resources to support my child’s needs?

The school’s budget includes money for supporting students with SEN, referred to as the
’notional SEN budget’. The school’s Senior Leadership Team, in conjunction with the School
Finance Manager, decides on the allocation of the total budget for special educational needs in
consultation with the school governors.

The Senior Leadership Team discusses all the information they have about SEN in the school to
decide the level of resources, training and support required. SEN funding is usually allocated
to employ staff and outside specialists and to purchase resources and equipment.



Where a student has significant needs that the school feels it is unable to meet within the
available school budget, a local authority Request for a Statutory Assessment may be made
for the student.

This may lead to the implementation of an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) leading to
recommendations for provision, further support and possibly additional funding being
provided by the local authority. The local authority SEND team makes the final decision over
additional funding allocation for pupils with EHCPs.

Parents can also request that the local authority carry out a Statutory Assessment of their
child’s needs. Where a student has an Education, Health and Care Plan and additional
funding, the school will provide support or resources as required to meet the objectives of the
EHC plan. The use of this additional funding is monitored and amended if necessary, at the
student’s Annual Review meeting. The local authority also monitors the effective and efficient
use of these additional financial resources.

How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child will receive?

Each child is assessed individually and a personalised package of support put into place
dependent on need. If these needs change, support is adjusted as necessary. Additional
assessments from outside agencies will sometimes mean an increase of support and/or
resources. Regular review meetings are held between parents and key members of staff,
which may include the SENDCo, Head of House, Tutor and/or subject teachers to discuss the
student’s progress and any additional needs which require support.

If a student joins from another school, information provided by the feeder school, along with
any standardised assessment on entry, will inform the effective allocation of
resources/support for the student.

What training opportunities are there for staff supporting students with SEND?

It is an important part of the SENDCo’s role to support subject teachers in planning for
students with SEND and to provide in-house training where appropriate. The school has a

school improvement plan, which includes identifying training needs for all staff to improve
the teaching and learning of students including those with SEND.

Beechen Cliff School is commi�ed to providing high quality continuing professional
development to its staff team. This may include whole school training or individualised
training on SEND issues or provide a focus on particular issues such as ASD, ADHD or
specific learning difficulties. Individual teachers and support staff a�end training courses run
by outside agencies that are relevant to the needs of specific students in their class or their
own professional development.

How can I be involved in discussions about and planning for my child?



All parents are encouraged to contribute to their child’s education. This happens through:

● Discussions with the subject teacher – either formally at Support Plan meetings,
Parents Evenings and other parent/teacher consultations. This helps to make sure we
are applying a consist approach across school and  home, and that we can share what
is working well at home and in school

● Discussions with other professionals e.g. the SENDCo, Speech & Language Therapist,
Educational Psychologist. Information from outside professionals is shared with
parents/carers (either verbally or wri�en reports or both)

● Some students may have on-going input from various support agencies. For these
students, a regular Team Around the Child (TAC) meeting will be convened to discuss
and review progress and set appropriate targets.

How will I know how well my child is doing?

In addition to the usual school reporting processes, all reports from outside agencies are
passed to parents/carers, along with their ideas for support or resources that may be used at
home. Subject teachers and the SENDCo are happy to discuss how well a pupil is doing; these
discussions do not need to be limited to the regular Provision Plan meetings.

Parents/carers can contact the SENDCo by telephoning or by arranging an appointment.  The
SENDCo email for the school is: jblair@beechencliff.org.uk

How accessible is the school environment?

We will always do our best to meet individual needs, and make reasonable adjustments.  We
are always happy to discuss individual access requirements. As part of the annual review of
school premises, accessibility issues are always considered in light of any individual need.

Who are the best people to talk to at Beechen Cliff School about my child’s educational
difficulties and/or Special Educational Needs?

Parents who think that their son/daughter may have a learning difficulty should, in the first
instance, raise it with the student’s form tutor who will seek advice from the learning support
team.

Parents whose son/daughter is already on the SEND register should contact the SENDCo, Mrs
Blair: jblair@beechencliff.org.uk

What should I do if I have a complaint about my child’s SEND support?

mailto:jblair@beechencliff.org.uk
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It is our aim to support a free flow of information between pupils, home and school but we
recognise there may be times when misunderstandings arise. If you are concerned about any
aspect of your child’s support, it is important that you do not keep a problem or concern to
yourself but approach the SENDCo so that the problem can be resolved as quickly as possible:
jblair@beechencliff.org.uk

If you have not be able to reach a resolution through your discussions with the SENDCo,
please contact the Headteacher: headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk

A link to the Trust’s full complaints procedure can be found here:
h�ps://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Complaints-Procedure-ST.pdf

Where can I find the local authority’s Local Offer?

Link for B&NES Local Offer: h�ps://www.rainbowresource.org.uk/

The School Information report will be reviewed annually.

Next review: Term 6 (July 2022)
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