25th November 2021

Message from the Headteacher

Calendar
Wednesday 24th—Friday 26th November
Year 13 Re-scheduled A’ Level Geography Trip

Dear parents and carers,
The Christmas tree has now arrived at school and with only a
month until Christmas we are starting to turn our minds to the
upcoming Christmas events at school. In addition to regular
events on the school calendar including Christmas lunch and the
Carol Service, additional events will be taking place, including a
Santa Dash, and we will also be raising money and collecting
donations for the Christmas Shoebox Appeal and the Food Bank.
The choir and music groups are working hard in preparation for
the Christmas performances and I would like to thank Mr Calvert
and Mrs Nourse for all their efforts to put these together.
I would also like to congratulate our football teams for their recent
success in the national cup. Our U13, U14, U15 and U18 teams
are all now through to the fifth round which is an excellent
achievement.
In the newsletter today you will find information on our Theme of
the Week for both this week and next week. Over the last week the
assemblies and tutor time have focussed on disability equality and
next week the focus will be on volunteering.
The last few weeks of term will be busy with various trips taking
place in addition to the usual programme of extra-curricular
activities and Christmas events (including the joint Bath Hub trips
for Year 7 to Lego Land and Year 8 ice skating). In addition,
Upper Sixth students are preparing for mock exams and Year 11
pupils and parents will be able to discuss the results of their mock
exams at Year 11 Parents’ Evening.
Finally, whilst the number of covid cases at school has fallen to
just a few, please can I remind you about the importance of
engaging with regular testing as an important part of our approach
to reduce the spread of the virus.

Saturday 4th December
Legoland Trip—Year 7
Tuesday 7th December
Year 8 Ice skating Trip
Wednesday 8th December
Year 11 Parents Evening (Remote)
Friday 10th—Friday 17th December
U6th Mock Exams
Monday 13th December
Bath Hub Concert @ Forum (TBC)
Tuesday 14th December
L6th Students GCSE Certificate Collection and
Team—4pm (Refectory)
Wednesday 15th December
Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day
Year 7- 9 Santa Dash (TBC)
Thursday 16th December
Beechen Cliff Carol Service Bath Abbey @ 7pm
Friday 17th December
End of Christmas Term 12.20pm
Thursday 6th January
Start of the Winter Term for pupils
Saturday 8th January
Austria Ski Trip for Years 10/12 (TBC)

T. D. Markall
Headteacher

Tuesday 11th January
Year 9 Parents Options Evening

Social Media
Please stay up to date with what's going on in
school by following us on Twitter @beechencliff and Instagram - beechencliff1

Wednesday 19th January
Year 9 Parents Evening

Tuesday 27th January
Lower Sixth Parents Evening

Key Notices
Beechen Cliff Sixth Form On-line Applications
This is a reminder to Year 11s, please complete the online application form on the school website if you wish to continue
into Sixth Form. The deadline is 10 December. Online interviews will take place in March.
Mrs L Dobie
Sixth Form Admissions Administrator

Charity Events
In the lead up to the festive season, as always we will be supporting local and national charities. The
following events are planned:
Wednesday 15th December - Christmas Jumper day
With a donation of £1 via parentpay pupils can wear a Christmas jumper for the day. This also
coincides with Christmas Lunch in the Refectory.
Years 7-9 will also be involved in a "Santa Run!" during periods 1-3. This will involve a walk of 3 circuits of Alexandra Park
(fresh air and building an appetite for Christmas lunch at the same time!). Pupils will be able to raise money through
sponsorship for our chosen charities with a monetary prize for the pupil who has raised the most. This will all be set up
online in due course.
As in previous years, we will also be collecting items for the Bath Food Bank Appeal from week commencing 6th December.
During this period we will also be supporting the Bristol Homeless Charity whose founder Jasper Thompson contributed an
impressive overview of the project during our TED X event. This will be a shoe box appeal with essential items for the homeless - The Charity provide accommodation for the homeless in converted shipping containers; this has gained international
recognition with similar projects launched in other European countries and the USA. More details to follow!.
Mr K Mann
Assistant Headteacher

Beechen Cliff Administrative Support Vacancy
Please apply via the TES website links for which are provided below.
Operations Manager and Head's PA - Full Time 37 Hours per week, All Year round
Closing date 29th November 2021
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/operations-manager-and-head-s-pa-bath-1523859?preview=1

REPORTING PUPIL ABSENCES

Menu for w/c 29th November

It is important that all absences from School, including
late arrivals and medical appointments should be reported to School promptly. Parents and carers please take
note of the following correct contact details.

Monday: Chicken with a tomato and basil sauce, Roasted
Pepper and tomato pasta (G)
Tuesday: Game casserole, Squash, Feta and tomato bake
(D)
Wednesday: Roast Pork, Red onion and Smoked Cheddar Tart (D,G)
Thursday: Hot Dog (G), Roasted Vegetable and Mozzarella Wrap (G,D)
Friday: Creamy Pesto and chicken pasta (G,D), Mixed
Bean Chilli

Lower School Pupils
To report a Lower School absence please call the
School direct on 01225 480466, and select Option 1 or
you can email the lower school attendance
attendance@beechencliff.org.uk.
Sixth Form Students
For a Sixth Form student absence please call the School
direct on 01225 480466 and select Option 2 or you can
email 6th Form attendance
sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk

Mr D Keal
Chef

(G) = contains Gluten
(D) =contains Diary

Extra Curricular
Clubs/Activities
There may be occasions when an after school club or activity has to be cancelled. Whilst we anticipate this to be
a rare occurrence, the following procedures will be actioned:




Pupils will be informed asap via tutor/class emails or a message from the duty boy
Pupils will be encouraged to let their parents know via phone call. If they do not have a mobile, the school
phones will be available to them
If the cancellation causes issues for supervision/getting home, the school library is open every day for homework club and pupils can access this facility.

In addition, several members of senior staff remain on site until 5pm and are available should there be a
problem, please come to the main enterance if you need to speak to a member of staff.

Please see the school website for clubs and activities https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/extra-curricular/clubs-andactivities/
Mr K Mann
Assistant Headteacher

SPORTS FIXTURES
Please find here the details of next week’s fixtures, correct at the time of publication.

However please refer to the School Sports Fixtures at http://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?
id=374 for the most up to date information.
Start time/
kick off

Meet time

Transport

Finish/Return
time

U14 a & b rugby v Kingswood (a)

14:30

13:15

MB x 2

16:30

1st XI football v Norton Hill (a)

14:30

13:15

MB

17:00

U14 football v St Peters (h- tbc)

14:00

13:00

9 seater

16:00

Year 8 Inter-House X/C

9:50

9:50

n/a

11:00

KS4 Badminton @ Norton Hill

16:00

15:15

9 seater

18:00

2nd, 3rd XV rugby v Downside

14:00

12:30

1 x 53

16:30

Day

Fixture

Mon 29th November
Tues 30th November

st

Weds 1 December

Thurs 2nd December
Fri 3rd December
Saturday 4th December

Mental Health and Wellbeing
On Saturday 4th December 2021 10.30am-12:00pm, we will be hosting our first parents online coffee morning
where we will be sharing what we have been doing at Beechen Cliff in
relation to mental wellbeing over the last four years.
We hope that parents will gain a good understanding of our commitment to mental wellbeing and how we are noticing the useful impact of
the changes we have made and continue to make. Our in-school Solution Focused practitioner and trainer, Tara Gretton will then deliver
Solution Focused Training to parents. We were truly overwhelmed and
inspired by the parents' engagement in previous years. The feedback we received was extremely positive and we are
so looking forward to delivering more training and sessions like these in the future.
To book your place on this free webinar for parents/carers, please register using the link below. You You will
receive the link to the event content in your order confirmation email, and in a reminder email before the
event starts

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/beechen-cliff-parent-coffee-morningtickets-194282513227
Whether or not you are able to attend, we invite you to read this 5 minute blog written by Tara Gretton on understanding the teenage brain.
How can we support and embark on positive communication with our
own young people? How do we encourage them and strengthen them during this challenging period in their lives?
Hope and Possibility! Giving young people a voice. The key to their successful futures.
The Mental Health Team

Northern Ireland Visit
As Beechen Cliff is a lead school for the local strategic alliance ‘Boys in Mind’ (Girls Mind
Too) whose work is to prevent male suicide. We were honoured when Kate Murphy from
‘Boys in Mind’ asked Susie Ingram (Beechen Cliff Sixth Form Pastoral Manager and Mental
Health Champion) to join them on a trip to Belfast, last week, to formally launch their partnership with the fabulous Lighthouse Charity. Lighthouse Charity is an organisation committed to the prevention of suicide, the promotion of positive mental health and the provision
of support services to families who have been bereaved due to suicide in Northern Ireland.
Ex-Beechen Cliff student and now ‘Boys in Mind’ Youth
Advisor, Will Reid also joined the team for this trip. They
spent the day with the charity’s Mentor Training Coordinator, Gary Symington, Sinead Mckilvenna (Trauma Counsellor) and some of Lighthouse Charity’s young men, Ryan
Carlin, Conor Leo Muldoon & Donal Geehan, who participated in a group work programme after losing their friend.
They were also joined by Lighthouse Charity’s first ever
Endeavour Mentors, Marty Smith & Niall McMullan who
mentor young male students in schools in Northern Ireland. All the lads got a chance to talk openly about their
work and Susie and Will were able to share the impact of
the student-led mental health work at Beechen Cliff and to
share resources.

Gary, Andrew, Siobhann, Susie, Kate and Will

‘Boys in Mind’s’ filmmaker, Andrew Hassenruck, did a fabulous job meeting the boys and helping them to film
each other talking about their experience. This will be the first in a series of powerful films about the important
work being done by young people at the Lighthouse Charity with the shared aims of ‘Boys in Mind’ (Girls Mind
Too) to prevent suicide in young men. We look forward to sharing this film with you in due course..
https://www.facebook.com/lighthousesuicideprevention
https://www.instagram.com/lighthousecharity/
Home - Boys in Mind
#mentalhealthawareness #mentalhealth #wellbeing

"It was an honour and a privilege to welcome our friends from Boys in Mind and Beechen Cliff School to
Lighthouse in Belfast. Kate, Susie, Will and Andrew brought a great energy and demonstrated a genuine
interest in our young mens work. To have the opportunity to meet some of our young men and allow
them to talk openly about their experiences and to have their comments recorded for a potential video, was
excellent. Hopefully this will normalise the current emotional difficulties faced by many teenagers, as well
as showing them examples of what helps. We look forward to working in partnership with you all in the
coming months. Many thanks".
GARY SYMINGTON Mentor Training Coordinator, Lighthouse Charity- Belfast

PSHE — Theme of the Week
Theme of the week this week is about disability
awareness.
What can we do to embrace and celebrate diversity?
What can we do as a school community to ensure that
everyone feels safe and comfortable here?

What the Equality Act says about disability discrimination

The Equality Act 2010 says that you must not be discriminated against because:





Who can think of someone who doesn’t let their disability get in the way of their dreams and ambitions?

you have a disability
someone thinks you have a disability (this is
known as discrimination by perception)
you are connected to someone with a disability (this is known as discrimination by association)

It is not unlawful discrimination to treat a disabled
person more favourably than a non-disabled person.
Inspirational Bath based seven-year-old HarmonieRose Allen won a Pride of Britain Award this
month.
The Quadruple amputee was given a 10 percent
chance of survival as a toddler and has inspired Bath
and the nation with her courage and unbreakable spirit.
Harmonie-Rose contracted
meningitis and septicaemia in
2014, when she was aged 10
months. It resulted in her
limbs and part of her nose being amputated.
Harmonie-Rose has won the 'Child of Courage' award
for her incredible strength and bravery. She is a wonderful example of living her life to the fullest and
embracing her disability.

This week in assemblies and tutor time we have been
discussing ideas for small changes people could make
to ensure everyone in our community feels they were
being treated equally.
Share experiences
Include everyone
Call out any inappropriate language
One Kind Word from last week
Challenge stereotypes

What is classed as a disability?
In the Equality Act a disability means a physical or a
mental condition which has a substantial and longterm impact on your ability to do normal day to day
activities.
You are covered by the Equality Act if you have a progressive condition like HIV, cancer or multiple sclerosis, even if you are currently able to carry out normal
day to day activities. You are protected as soon as you
are diagnosed with a progressive condition.

You are also covered by the Equality Act if you had a
disability in the past. For example, if you had a mental
health condition in the past which lasted for over 12
months, but you have now recovered, you are still protected from discrimination because of that disability

Mrs A Wilmot
Head of PHSE

PSHE — Theme of the Week —Next Week
Next Weeks theme of the week is focusing on volunteering. People choose to volunteer for a variety of reasons.
For some it offers the chance to give something back to the community or make a difference to the people
around them. For others it provides an opportunity to develop new skills or build on existing experience and
knowledge.
Can anyone think of an example of where you could volunteer?
How could you give something back to your community?
Is there anyone that could use your help?

Volunteering in community projects and helping others can be very fulfilling.
Students who engage in volunteering can be more responsible with higher self-esteem and resilience.
Volunteering helps the students gain new skills necessary for the job market such as leadership, communication
skills, dependability, time management, and decision making.
Students who volunteer build a stronger cv for college and workplace applications.
Volunteering gives students the opportunity to meet people outside of their usual circle, some of whom may have
a positive impact on their future.
It's incredibly rewarding to see how your efforts can help improve the lives of others.
Mrs A Wilmot
Head of PHSE

SECOND HAND KIT DROP
Joe in Year 10 is looking for help in supporting charity Pranav, a charity associated with an upcoming tour he
is part of. If you have any second hand outgrown kit or sports clothing, be it cricket, football, rugby or hockey,
Joe will happily take it off your hands. Just drop it in at the PE office and he' will get it to charity Pranav.
Charity Pranav will ensure all kit collected by Joe will be donated directly to underprivileged children in
Sri Lanka giving them the opportunity to play sports with the confidence that having the correct kit will offer,
kit they would otherwise not have access to.
For more information on Charity Pranav go to https://lionssportstravel.com/charity-pranav/#1578849876687c325b3f8-bff6

Careers
Seasonal Vacancies
We have seasonal vacancies which some students may be
interested in.
We also have a new recruitment video for our F&B department, https://youtu.be/0wE2xI24kVE
Thank you very much.
Karra Rothery
HR Officer
Longleat | Cheddar Gorge & Caves
DL 01985 845416
W longleat.co.uk | cheddargorge.co.uk
The Estate Office, Longleat, Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12
7NW

PTA 50:50 Club
The 50:50 Club is a mini lottery run by the PTA – 50% of the funds go to the school via the PTA, and 50% are
paid out each month in prizes. Anyone is welcome to join and you can join at any time. It is a great way to support
the school, especially at the moment when other fundraising opportunities are so limited!

Latest winners
The latest 50:50 club draw took place on Wednesday 17th November 2021 with the following members of the PTA
present – Lesley Betts, Marina Beare, Jane Millington, Joanne Radway and Rebekah Read.
Congratulations to the winners for July, August, September and October 2021 listed below:

JULY 2021

AUGUST 2021

SEPTEMBER 2021

OCTOBER 2021

£90.75

43

£92.00

146

£86.75

335

£87.00

155

£60.50

567

£61.33

294

£57.83

109

£58.00

439

£30.25

38

£30.67

170

£28.92

34

£29.00

410

Winners are contacted via the details supplied when signing up so do keep us up to date of any changes via the
email below. Please also feel free to contact us if you just want to check what your numbers are! (All of the above
winners have been contacted.)

How to sign up
The 50:50 club operates like a lottery, with members signing up to a small standing order each month (most people
donate between £1 and £5) which buys numbers in the draw. We use a random number generator to select the
numbers at our PTA meetings. Each year, the 50:50 club raises over £2000 for the school. You can cancel your
membership at any time, simply by cancelling your standing order.
If you would like to join in, new members are welcome anytime and it is very simple to set up. Please just contact
us letting us know how many numbers you would like (£1 each) and we will give you details of how to set up the
standing order.
Please feel free to contact us with any queries.
Best wishes,
Jane Millington
beechen5050@gmail.com

Tel: 07528 074960

PTA Independent Examiner needed
Due to the phenomenal fundraising success of the PTA during the 2020/21 year, we are required to have our
accounts independently examined before they are submitted to the Charities Commission. An independent
examiner does not need to be a qualified accountant, but must have enough finance and accounting knowledge to
be able to determine whether the PTA have reported the income and expenditure correctly and that the funds
have been used in accordance with the purpose of the charity.
If you can help, or know someone who can, please contact the PTA Treasurer, Jane Millington
at jane_millington@hotmail.com.

Community Links
Dear Colleagues
Bath & North East Somerset Council is consulting on the proposed schemes for co-ordination of admissions for the
2023/24 school year.
All of the consultation documents are available by clicking on the link Admissions Consultation 2023/24
The consultation started on 22 November 2021 and will end on 17 January 2022.
To respond to this consultation please send your comments by email to: admissions_transport@bathnes.gov.uk
Alternatively you can write to The Admissions & Transport Unit, Bath & North East Somerset Council, Manvers Street,
Bath, BA1 1JG
We would like to reach as wide an audience as possible and therefore, it would be appreciated if schools could make mention of the consultations in their newsletter.
Charon Smith
Group Leader
People & Communities Department, Admissions & Transport
Bath & North East Somerset Council
www.bathnes.gov.uk
www.twitter.com/bathnes

Opportunity to join B&NES Fostering and Fostering Families panels
Dear colleagues
We are currently recruiting for:
our monthly Fostering Panel, which takes place on the first Thursday of every month;
and our new Fostering Panel, which will take place up to once a month on the third Thursday of every month.
We are looking for independent members to join each panel, and would value those with a background in education. It is excellent experience in terms of quality assurance, providing scrutiny regarding what children and families need, as well as in multiagency working. Our current panel are experienced and skilled, and most panel days are rigorous and thought provoking. Please
find attached a job description and person specification.
We would not expect panel members to necessarily be available every month, but rather be part of a rotation of independent
members, depending on their own caseload and availability. We carefully consider any conflicts of interest, in the event that a
member is involved in a case as a practitioner. Panel members would need time to read the papers prior to panel, and quality
assure the minutes.
We particularly welcome expressions of interest from:
applicants who have a lived experience of the issues affecting the families that we work with, either personally or within their networks;
applicants from black and minority ethnic backgrounds;
applicants with experience of disability, either personally or within their networks.
If you are interested, please discuss with your line manager to confirm they are in agreement, and then contact me via email.
Kind regards
Toni Mayo
Team Manager – Family Placement Team
Children, Young People and Families Service/Bath and North East Somerset Council
T: 01225 395315
M: 07929831719

www.bathnes.gov.uk
fostering.bathnes.gov.uk
@FosteringBANES
@FosteringBANES

HELP PLANT 100s of TREES IN NATIONAL
TREE WEEK!
Your Park Bristol & Bath is working with BANES Council
to transform Brickfields Park for nature. As part of this exciting programme, they are calling on local people to help
plant 100s of trees and shrubs selected specifically for their
biodiversity value during National Tree Week! Once the
dust has settled from COP26, this provides a local and practical action to respond to the climate crisis with your family.

Midsomer Norton and Radstock Rotary
Talent Show
Any students wishing to enter the Competition
please contact us.
For details of auditions dates and venues call can
use the contact details on the poster or email
rotartmsn@gmail.com

Drop in for free to any/all of the following sessions:
· Wednesday 1 December, 10.30-12 & 1.2-30 (everyone
welcome)
· Thursday 2 December, 10-12 (dog friendly sessions) & 1-3
(everyone welcome)
· Sunday 5 December, 11-2 (family friendly tree planting &
nature trail)
All the tools and equipment will be provided, you just need
to show up ready for the weather!
If you have any questions, please email
mali@yourpark.org.uk.

John Dando
Rotary Club of Midsomer Norton and Radstock
Tel: 07592 393420
Club Talent Competition

