BeecHeNn CLIFF

4th November 2021

Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers

The start of this term has definitely had a more autumnal
feel to it and it’s good to be back into the swing of things
after the half term.

For at least the first two weeks of this term the enhanced
Covid-19 mitigations will remain in place including run-
ning large assemblies remotely and recommending the
wearing of masks in communal areas. This is due to the
high number of Covid cases in the local area and the guid-
ance provided by Public Health. We have had to postpone
some events in light of the additional safety measures in
place but will endeavour to continue as planned as much
as is possible.

As much as we would like things to be back to normal it is
clearly not the case yet and I would like to thank all the
staff for all their hard work to provide the best they possi-
bly can for our pupils and students in the circumstances.

With regard to vaccinations, we have had notice from the
immunisation team that they will be returning to school to
complete the flu and Covid vaccinations that were unable
to be completed last term. Details will be passed on to par-
ents as soon as the schedule is provided to us.

[ would also like to thank all parents who were able to re-
spond to our feedback questionnaire at the end of last

term. It provided some useful information and we will be
responding to some common themes in the weeks ahead.

[t is a busy term ahead for Year 11 and U6th in particular
with Mock Examinations and Parents Evenings taking
place as we continue our preparations for the examina-
tions due to take place next summer and I wish the stu-
dents all the best for their revision and assessments.

T. D Madod!

Mr T D Markall
Headteacher

Calendar

Monday 1st November
Start of the Christmas Term (Term 2)

Thursday 4th November ? N
Year 7 pupil Disco at &3field
pup 2 Olgg?

Thursday 11th November
Gold DofE training Walk from 12.15pm
U6th Parents Evening (Remote)

Friday 12th Novembe@@@
PTA School Quizsé30pm—10pm

Monday 15th - 19th November

Year 11 Mock Examinations

Wednesday 8th December

Year 11 Parents Evening (Remote)

Friday 10th—Friday 17th December
U6th Mock Exams

Free School Meals applications

If your child has joined Beechen Cliff School from a
different Local Authority and previously received Free
School Meals, you will need to reapply if you wish
them to receive Free School Meals. Please make the
application via the link below.

https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

Mrs C Thompson
Administration Manager


https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

Key Notices

REPORTING PUPIL ABSENCES

It is important that all absences from School, in-
cluding late arrivals and medical appointments
should be reported to School promptly. Parents
and carers please take note of the following correct
contact details.

Lower School Pupils

To report a Lower School absence please call the
School direct on 01225 480466, and select Option
1 or you can email the lower school attendance
attendance@beechencdliff.org.uk.

Sixth Form Students

For a Sixth Form student absence please call the
School direct on 01225 480466 and select Option
2 or you can email 6th Form attendance

Channels of Communication into the School

As a reminder, If you need to contact school, the priori-
ty contacts are as follows:

For Pastoral issues please contact your child’s tutor or

Head of House

For Curriculum issues please contact the subject teacher

or Head of Faculty.

Please email headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk indicat-
ing the member of staff you wish to contact and your
query will be forwarded to them. We will endeavour to
respond to such queries within 48hours.

Thank you

Mr K Mann
Assistant Headteacher

POSTPONED - Year 7 Disco and PTA Quiz Night

Dear Parents and Carers

Dropping Off / Collecting Pupils

Many parents currently bring their children to school
by car and drop them off and collect them near the
school gates. To ensure the safety of pupils and out of
respect to local residents I would be grateful if cars
would not stop to drop off in the middle of the road or
stop on the zig zag yellow lines outside the school gates.
Please park in the marked bays on the side of the ave-
nues or, if you are able to, drop off or lower down the
hill or at Bear Flat to avoid traffic congestion outside
the school gates.

You may also be aware that there is an unofficial one-
way system in place on the avenues with cars driving
up Shakespeare Avenue and down Kipling Avenue.
We would appreciate it if this is followed.

Progress Reports

Please note that progress reports for Years 7,8,11 and
the Upper Sixth are now available to view on

INSIGHT.

Progress reports for Years 9, and 10 will be published
on INSIGHT tomorrow and Lower Sixth progress re-
ports will be published next week.

To view these, please go to the Beechen Cliff website
and click on "popular pages" and then "INSIGHT".

Your username is your email address as stored at
Beechen Cliff. If you cannot remember your password,
please click on "don't know your password?" and follow
the instructions.

If you have any questions related to the reports, please
email headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk

I hope that these will prove to be helpful.

Mr A Seal
Assistant Headteacher

7]
Quiz

A ParentPay mail has been sent out this week advising all that the year 7 disco on 4th November and the PTA
Quiz evening on Friday 12th November are being postponed until further notice.

Tickets for these events will remain valid and not be reimbursed for the time being as both events will be

re-arranged.


mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk

Message from Deputy Head

Thank you to parents for ensuring their sons have returned to school with the correct uniform and equipment. Tutors
have been checking these over the course of the week and have been very pleased with how well prepared their tutees
are for school.

Our focus in tutor time this week has been on the wider impact that pupils can have by showing respect in the school
community. Examples that Heads of House gave in assemblies ranged from putting litter in bins, being polite to mem-
bers of the public when travelling to and from school and reporting any disrespectful behaviour or graffiti that they
see in school. Whilst the latter is rare, we occasionally come across offensive drawings or text and would like to be able
to remove these immediately as we do not tolerate this.

In accordance with this focus, pupils have been able to earn bonus positives for showing respect around school and it
has been a pleasure to give 10 extra points to many pupils this week. Parents can check the number of positives their
son has been awarded on Insight. We use these to award a range of prizes including fortnightly tutor group and House
awards, as well individual awards for the most positives. This is in addition to curriculum-based rewards that are given
out each Term. If you see any Beechen Cliff pupils in the community showing particularly respectful or thoughtful be-
haviour, please do let the school know so we can share this feedback with them.

Please note that poppies are available in school ahead of Remembrance next week and we would encourage your son to
make a donation and wear a poppy.

Finally, attached to the newsletter this week is the first edition of the Sixth Form-written Gryphon Magazine. You will
find some great articles following Black History Month, mental health and music.

Mr ] Oldham
Deputy Head Pastoral and Designated Safeguarding Lead

Rewards Week

Date: 22 October 2021  Focus: Compassion

Congratulations to Milton House who were the winners of the last rewards week, and to Year 8 and SH7b who were the

year group and tutor group winners

House Results Year Group Results Tutor Results
House Points Year Points Year Tutor group Average

1st Milton 609

1st 8 678 7 Shakespeare 7b | 11.5
2nd Shakespeare 575

2nd 7 544 8 Kipling 8b 12.9
3rd Kipling 550

3rd 9 390 9 Milton 9a 8.6
4th 541

4th 10 346 10

5th 1 312 11 Milton 11b 6.7

Next fortnightly focus - Respect

Mr P Macdonald
Head of Shakespeare /PE



Baton Twirling National Championship

Many congratulations to Rylan who took part in the Baton Twirl-
ing National Championships in Torbay last week. He performed
really well in all events he took part in and won two national ti-

tles! It is a fantastic achievement and he now hopes to compete in g
the world championships next year. ﬁ
P
¢
N
Arkwright Engineering Scholarships s
) §
Arkwright Scholars - Leaders in Engineering 's'
A huge congratulations to Oliver and Edward Martin Palmer who have P . ' =
both been awarded a prestigious Arkwright Scholarship. The Ark- o : L=
wright Engineering Scholarship is the most esteemed scholarship of its |

type in the UK, designed to inspire students to pursue their dreams and
change the world as a future leader in engineer-
ing.

Both Oliver and Edward were awarded the schol-
arships following a rigorous selection process
and will support them through their A level
studies and aspects of career planning. Oliver
and Edward’s Scholarship has been sponsored
by the Royal Air Force. This is particularly valu-
able as both students have a desire to follow a
career in the Air Force. The Scholarship means
that support is offered in various forms, for ex-
ample, valuable work experience, industry link
days, support for curriculum projects and a per-
sonal mentor that will support further study and
advice related to the Air Force. In addition to
this, there is a bursary awarded to support and

enhance their further study.

Congratulations to you both!!!!

Mr P Simmons

Head of Design and Technology

Notice from the PTA

Many thanks to the families who have so generously supported this new
campaign.

A fantastic effort so far in over £600 in donations, which will help fund
sporting activities and the ongoing purchase for the laser cutter printer at
Beechen Cliff School. Pupils have been creating giant Periodic Tables for
science classrooms with their new printer. (See pics on the link)

https://app.investmycommunity.com/pta-beechen-cliff-school-2688

/*

((((;_\ o ) 2021/1L/22 8:31 -
A InvestMyCommunit :
» | y

Beechen Cliff PTA



https://app.investmycommunity.com/pta-beechen-cliff-school-2688
https://app.investmycommunity.com/pta-beechen-cliff-school-2688

Extra-curricular Activities

Year 13 Gold DofE Practice Expedition Snowdonia 28th-31st October

During half term the Year 13 Gold DofE group travelled to Snowdonia ——
to complete their Practice Expedition, conditions were rather wet and
the group showed a great deal of resilience throughout the 4 days.

Groups walked to a remote bothy the first night and wild camped close
by. Following a challenging day 2, the group were rewarded with sun-
shine and spectacular views when climbing Snowdon on day 3.

The expedition was completed with an exciting scramble up Seniors

Gully on day 4.

A huge well done to the Gold team on successfully completing their
Practice Expedition, they were a pleasure to take on expedition. The

group now look forward to their Qualifying expedition in the Lake Dis- |
trict from the 15th-20th July 2022.

A massive thank you to Mr Firth, Mr Brewer, Mrs Jarvis and Jen
George for all of their efforts such as driving minibuses and keeping
students safe throughout the 4 days.

Ms ] Fox

Duke of Edinburgh Award Manager The Young Photographer Challenge
Charity Competition

School Carol Service and School Choir THE YOUNG

The School choir is currently rehearsing for the annual PHOTOGRAPHER

Carol Service in Bath Abbey on Thursday, 16th December. CHALLENGE :

The choir will be joined by the Bristol Brass Consort and InvestIN’s Charity Y Forevery

along with the Abbey organist it promises to be a very spe- Competition: My BeS N | ;ff%g?i

cial event in a wonderful setting. This year the Abbey will stema!

be hosting “The Museum of the Moon”, a touring artwork

by UK artist Luke Jerram. It is a spherical replica of the Every photo is...a vulnerable act of courage to build

Moon, with a diameter of 7 metres and will be installed empathy." (Bryce Evans)

high up in the crossing of the Abbey. As in previous years,  Studies show that 60% of young people feel unable
there is an expectation that all year 7 pupils will attend the ~ to cope with stress induced by the pressure to suc-
service which begins at 7pm and finishes at approximately ~ ceed. Research also shows that the visualisation of a
8.20pm. tranquil place can help reduce stress, anxiety and

fear.
[ would like to invite all pupils and sixth form students to

participate in the event. If your son/daughter enjoys sing- [ honour of this and stress awareness week, we in-
ing and would like to be involved in this year's service, vite students aged 12-18 to enter

please encourage them to get involved. Rehearsals will take  our competition, The Young Photographer Chal-
place over the remainder of this term on  Tuesdays from  |enge. Students should submit a photograph of
3.20-4.15pm in the recital room. their 'peaceful place' along with a title and short ex-

planation. Creativity is highly encouraged!

In particular, new pupils to the school (Year 7 and Lower
Sixth) are warmly invited to join the choir.
We hope to see many of you there!

The competition is free to enter and for
each entry we shall make a donation to Stem4, a
youth mental health charity. The deadline for en-

ies is T 23rd N .
Mr P E Calvert tries is Tuesday 23rd November

Head of Music


https://www.bathabbey.org/luke-jerrams-museum-of-the-moon/
https://investin.org/blogs/news/young-photographer-competition
https://investin.org/blogs/news/young-photographer-competition
https://investin.org/blogs/news/young-photographer-competition

Menu for next week

HOM =WO RK SUPPORT Monday: Chicken with a mushroom and rosemary

gravy, Aubergine courgette and mozzarella bake (D)

e, Tuesday: Sausages with gravy, Cauliflower and broc-
@_@ coli fritters with sweet chilli mayonnaise (G)
Wednesday: Roast Turkey, Creamy Pesto Gnocchi
KEEP (D.G)
CALM Thursday: Pepperoni and tomato pasta (G), Pasta
AND Arrabiata (G)
Friday: Sweet and sour Chicken, Sweet potato and
DO YOUR Spinach Tagine
HOMEWORK
Thanks
Monday - Friday, 3:30 - 4:30pm (G) = contains Gluten
Mr D Keal (D) =contains Diary
Chef

School Library

Fully staffed, desktop computers,
workspaces, reading books.

SPORTS FIXTURES

Please find here the details of next week’s fixtures, correct at the time of publication.

However please refer to the School Sports Fixtures at http://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?

id=374 for the most up to date information.

Start /kick Meet Finish/
Day Fixture off time Transport Return
Mon 8 Nov
MB drop-
make own way
N Primary schools football tournament- Level 3 9:30 8:45 back to school 13:30
Tue 9 Nov
U15 football v Broadoak (a) 14:30 12:30 MB 17:00
U16 football v Taunton Academy (h- Lansdown) 14:30 13:30 MB 16:15
Coach @
2nd XV rugby v STR (a) 14:15 11:45 12pm 17:30
Weds 10
Nov U15 rugby v Marlborough (a) 14:30 12:45 Minibus x 2
1st XV rugby v Exeter (h) 14:30 13:15 n/a 16:15
Thurs 11t
Nov U14 football v Kings Oak (a) 15:20 14:00 MB 17:30
Fri 12" Nov



http://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374
http://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374

Mental Health and Wellbeing

We hope that you have all had a well-deserved break over half-term.

We are delighted to already see so many parents/carers signing up for the Solution Focused coffee morning on Saturday 4th
December 2021, 10.30am-12:00pm. Please do follow the links below to sign up if you have not already .

The benefits of SF from a Student and Staff perspective

Why we would encourage you to join this exciting webinar to become part of our whole school Solution Focused approach to
mental wellbeing:

From an SF trained student : [ have been both on the receiving end and trained in SF, and the impact it had on me has
been immeasurable. Being on the receiving end, it gave me a space to visualise my best hope of coming out as gay, and make
little manageable steps towards that until I felt confident to come out and so I knew it was such a powerful tool. Because of
this, I felt empowered, and educated to help others when I was trained, and personally it’s made me feel that I've become
better at genuinely listening and being present. Will - Year 2019/20

From an SF trained staff member: When [ completed my Level 3 Certificate in Solution Focused practice back in April
2019, I must confess that initially, the approach felt alien to me. I was used to helping students with their issues, but typically
I would find it was me who would be advising students with what I thought they should do to try to improve things for their
mental wellbeing. As a parent myself too, I guess we often do try to help ‘fix’ things for our children and we can be in dan-
ger of not taking the time to listen properly.

What I quickly learned, and why I am now such a passionate advocate of SF, is that this approach assumes the child is the
expert, and I have learned the skills to ask the right questions to invite students to notice their own strengths and resources
and, most of all, to witness the incredible impact on our young people when they feel truly listened to. The impact on their
mental wellbeing and also the speed with which I am able to see positive change, is why I encourage you all to join us for this
SF event in November where you will start to learn that SF is about:

. Asking questions, rather than 'selling' answers

. Listening for and reinforcing evidence of the strengths, resources and competence of people.

. Working with what people can do, not what they can't.

. Finding out what people are already doing that is helpful and exploring ways to amplify their strategies.
. Focusing on the details of the solutions not the problems.

Solution

NN
TR R TN 1)
Focused Coffee

An exciting FREE ‘ Solution Focused’ Training opportunity for all Parents and
Carers on Saturday 4th December 2021

AN\

" S
‘During this ‘Time to Talk’ webinar, we would like to share more information = o A
about the Solution Focused Approach. As well, we would like to give you all time
in break out rooms to talk about your recent experiences of parenting and what
your hopes are for the future.

\

)

To book your place on this free webinar for parents/carers, please register using the link below. You will receive the link to
the event content in your order confirmation email, and in a reminder email before the event starts

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/beechen-cliff-parent-coffee-morning-tickets-194282513227

We very much hope to see you there.

As always, if you have any concerns about your child’s mental well being, please make sure that you let their tutor know so
that we can offer support at this early stage to prevent things building up

Best wishes.

The Wellbeing Team


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/beechen-cliff-parent-coffee-morning-tickets-194282513227

Theme of the Week

Theme of the week this week is focussing on students
completing a solution focused scaling task. Scaling is a
powerful tool in enabling people to map and visualise
their changes.

10 is your best, and O is
the opposite of that. This i i
can also be done at home, . @ ,/ ,
and you can be as creative @ ‘6

as you like with scales.

Today we are going to talk about where you are on the
scale and we will complete this exercise again at the end
of term.

How are you feeling after the half term break?
How do you feel the first term of school went?
What have you noticed that has been positive!

Compare how you feel now to how you felt in September
-what is different?

What are you looking forward to this term?

Year 11 - How are you feeling about the upcoming mock
exams!

Where would you go if you felt you needed some sup-
port!

e On ascale of 0 to 10, with 10 being you at your best
and O being the opposite of that, where are you on
the scale today?

o Where would you have put yourself on the scale at
the end of last term? Higher or lower?

o Where on the scale relates to how you are feeling
about this next term?

A few things for students to think about and reflect on.
These can be shared with whole class, or in small
groups or at home.

What have you noticed about yourself that has pleased
you and makes you that number and not lower?

Now you have looked where you are on the scale in rela-
tion to being at your best, describe what being at your
best would look like for you, and what small sign would
tell you that you were moving a small step towards being
at your best?

Maybe think about what would need to be happen-
ing for you to feel happy in school with no worries?
What aspects of school are really important to you
and support you to be comfortable and feel safe?

If you were to move up the scale towards your being
at your best, what would you notice you would be
doing differently to now?

What was your main hope for the year ahead that
you had set doing this task in September? Do you
feel on track to achieving this hope for the year?

Mrs A Wilmot
PSHE

Kd M

Come and join
the PTA AGM meeting on
Wednesday 24" November
at 7pm on Zoom.

It’s your PTA.....Send me an
email so | can send you a
zoom link! Lesley:
jesterlb@btinternet.com



Community Links

LUCRA

L_LJ MORTGAGES

Expert. Fee Free. Mortgage Advice.

We've teamed up with Beechen Cliff School to offer all those connected to
the school, an expert, fee free mortgage service, taking away the hassle
when getting a new mortgage. We will also pay £50 Cashback to Beechen
Cliff for every person that takes a new mortgage out with Lucra
Mortgages. You Just need to quote 'Beechen Cliff.'

01225 970 830
hello@Ilucramortgages.co.uk
B s.co.uk

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE

28 & 29 October 2021, 20 & 21 December 2021, 10am -12pm, 1-3pm

£24 per session, £45 bfor 2,£79for4. .
Based on the Lansdown side of Bath, Game based plus technical skills, great fun too!
D/fferent/atif age group?a ility coaching groups; /?reat ,Elilfpathway /pre aration
//form.jotform.com

subject to'@EnglandHockey guidance.’Book here: https:, '210805551045346

Supervision provided from 9.30am if booked for morning session, and between 12-1pm if booked for the afternoon as well, and from 12.30pm if booked just for the afternoon session.

Abigail’s

Welcome (back) to Combe Down Rugby Club
Open to all Girls and Boys from school reception upwards

Tuesday’s 7-8pm

By Mike Leigh

Mixed girls and boys U10—U11
The Mission Theatre
32Corn St Bath BA1l 1UF

Weds Nov. 10t to Sat Nov 13th
= N

Boys U12's— U14s
Girls U13, U15s

Club House Open from 6.30

Sunday’s 10 - 11am

Mixed Girls and boys minis (Aged 4 to 11
years); )
Junior boys U12's— U 14's d U SR ed to return to the Mission Theatre. We promise you a

night of shameless 1970’s nostalgia combiwith acutely

Platform 8, a Bath based theatre company, are delight-

Matches held Sunday mornings Never played before—just
_ P observed character based comedyned . Warning - this
Girls Matches—also on Sundays (normally

s like it before you join the show does contain pineapple and cheese on sticks!!

club
Club House Open on Sundays for food and i QlieeohEY Tickets www.ticketsource.co.uk/platform-8

refreshments CallMark 07729338405 Bathboxoffice.org.uk 01225 463362 All tickets are
priced £13

Combe Down Rugby Club, Enquiries:
Bramble Way, North Road,

Combe Down, Bath
BA2 SDE Tel: 07799 33 8405

Email: cdrfcjuniors@gmail.com



https://www.lucramortgages.co.uk/
mailto:cdrfcjuniors@gmail.com
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/platform-8

