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Calendar 
 

Thursday 13th October 

Sixth Form—Vera Hobhouse visit  1.15—3.15 
 

Saturday 15th October 

Sixth Form Open Morning 9am—1pm 
 

Sunday 16th—Tuesday 18th October 

Year 9 Surfing Trip to Cornwall 
 

Wednesday 19th October 

ACE Rugby Fixture against Exeter College 
 

Thursday 20th October 

Piano Concert at St Luke’s Church 
 

Friday 21st October  

End of Term 
 

Monday 24th — Friday 28th October 

Half Term  
 

 

Monday 31st October  

Start of Term 2 
 

Friday 2nd December 

Bath Hub Careers Day 

 

 

Follow us on twitter - @beechencliff and Insta - beechencliff1 

Message from the Headteacher  
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

This week our Year 11 Prefects have taken part in a community 

litter pick in Alexandra Park. We are really impressed with 

their efforts and they are now planning regular litter picks in 

the local area in the weeks ahead. 
 

Pupils have also been preparing for the Piano Concert, due to 

take place at St Luke’s Church on 20th October and I hope 

many of you will be able to attend what promises to be a bril-

liant evening of musical entertainment. 
 

In our assemblies and theme of the week sessions we have 

been studying Black History Month and particularly the 

themes of Time for Change: Actions not Words and Sharing 

Journeys.  
 

For more information please see Mrs Wilmot’s piece later in 

the newsletter or via the links below: 
 

Black History Month 2022    Black History Month UK 2022 

Next week we will be asking pupils to make a Pledge of Re-

spect as part of a commitment to promoting equality and pre-

venting bullying and discrimination. Mr Ambrose has written 

more about this later in this newsletter. 

On Saturday we have our Sixth Form Open morning and look 

forward to welcoming prospective Sixth Form students and 

their parents to find out more about the Sixth Form. A pro-

gramme for the morning is available here. 

Thank you to all parents who attended our Year 10 Parents 

Information Evening on Tuesday. For those unable to attend 

the slides presented are available here. 

There has been some confusion over whether 21st October is 

an INSET day. Whilst it is in some Trust Schools, Beechen 

Cliff’s third INSET day was instead aligned with Hayesfield on 

14th September and so 21st October is not an INSET day. 

The dates for the school year are available on the school web-

site via the link below: 

Term dates 2022/23 

 
 
 

T.D.Markall  
Headteacher 

https://twitter.com/BeechenCliff?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
https://www.ibhm-uk.org/#:~:text=October%20is%20International%20Black%20History,today's%20diverse%20Black%20British%20Community.
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Sixth-Form-Open-Morning-Advert.pdf
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Year-10-GCSE-Parent-Information-Evening-Presentation-2022.pdf


Key Notices 

REPORTING PUPIL ABSENCES 
 

It is important that all absences from School        

including late arrivals and medical appoint-

ments be reported to School promptly.        

Parents and  carers please take note of the   

following correct  contact  details. 

 

Lower School Pupils   

To report a Lower School absence please call 

the School direct on 01225 480466, and select 

Option 1 or you can email the lower school 

attendance at  attendance@beechencliff.org.uk.     

 

Sixth Form Students  

For a Sixth Form student absence please call 

the School direct on 01225 480466 and select  

Option 2 or you can email  6th Form        

attendance at                                                  

sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk 

Curriculum Information  
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

 

As we near the end of term, I hope that your children have enjoyed their studies and are looking forward 

to a well earned rest.  

 

When looking ahead to next term, may I take this opportunity to remind you that we have published    

curriculum information booklets for each subject detailing what will be studied in each year broken down 

by term.  
 

These are available here: https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/overview/subject-

curriculum-information/ 
 

For pupils in years 7-9, we have also broken down this information so that each year group has a separate 

document detailing what they will study in each subject and term.  

These are available here: https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/what-is-studied-at-key-stage-3/ 
 

I hope that this information is helpful. If you have any questions about these, please do get in touch.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Andrew Seal 

Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum) 

Cycle Safety 
 

We encourage our pupils and students to cycle 

to school as often as possible in the interests of 

health and wellbeing.  However, 

we are aware that a small number of boys have 

been observed cycling to and from school      

without due care and attention for other         

road-users,  particularly coming down the hill  

after school.   

 If your child cycles to school, please remind 

them to wear a helmet,  ride with caution and   

ensure they observe the highway code at all 

times.   

 

With the nights drawing in, it is also a good time 

to check whether all lights are working and      

adequate for the needs of the journey.  Further 

information on bike safety can be found here. 

 

Additionally, following a recent theft, could we 

remind you of the need for a high-quality bike 

lock when leaving bikes in the school bike sheds. 

 

Mike Ambrose 

Deputy Headteacher Pastoral 

mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/overview/subject-curriculum-information/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/overview/subject-curriculum-information/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/what-is-studied-at-key-stage-3/
https://www.think.gov.uk/cycle-safety/


School Contacts 

  

Contact details for senior members of staff are available on the contact page of the school website. 

Contacts 
 

 If you wish to get in touch or have a concern please contact the relevant member of staff or your son’s  

tutor. Alternatively please email  headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk and the message will be passed on to 

the appropriate person to respond. 

 

Pledge of Respect 
 

Over the coming week, we will be asking all students to make or renew the Beechen Cliff  

'Pledge of Respect', with assemblies and tutor times focussed on developing a clear understanding of 

what the pledge means. 

 

As a reminder to parents, the Pledge of Respect is encapsulated in the statement below: 

  

"At Beechen Cliff we define respect as ‘showing an understanding of the feelings, wishes and rights of 

others through words and actions’ and we: 

 

 ASPIRE to be a community where everyone is free to be themselves; 

 RESPECT the rights and needs of every member of our school community; 

 Treat all people with KINDNESS and COMPASSION; and 

 Are INDEPENDENT in our understanding of what is right, and do the right thing even when no 

one is looking. 

 

We want everyone in our school community (including visitors) to understand what we mean by 

respect and equality, and what bullying and discrimination is. We want them to have a positive ex-

perience at Beechen Cliff.  

 

We believe in the importance of promoting equality, preventing discrimination and bullying, and 

fulfilling our duties under the Equalities Act 2010.  

 

We want everyone in our school community to openly celebrate diversity and challenge any behav-

iour or language which is discriminatory or offensive. We do not want anyone to be a bystander to 

bullying or hate incidents. We want everyone to be able to call out behaviour or language that they 

do not want to see or hear in our school." 

 

Completed pledges and a series of photographs to mark the occasion will be displayed in the main 

corridor to act as a reminder to all throughout the year. 

 

We thank all our parents, partners and friends of the school for sharing this commitment. 

 

 

Mr Michael Ambrose 

Deputy Headteacher 

 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Key-People-at-Beechen-Cliff-2022-2023.pdf
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk


Menu for w/c 17th October  

 
Monday: Pasta Carbonara (D,W), Tomato and 

vegetable bake 

Tuesday: Soy and ginger pork, Sweet and sour 

vegetables 

Wednesday: Roast Chicken, Homity Pie (D,W) 

Thursday: TBC 

Friday: TBC 

 

Dan Keal 

Chef 

 

Lower field parking 
 

We currently have parking in place on our lower 

field for a small number of staff cars whilst the 

building works are taking place on the Sports 

Barn. Can we please ask that parents do not 

drive onto the field to drop off and pick up their 

child. It is for staff only and we need to respect 

our local neighbours by keeping traffic and                        

congestion there to a minimum. 

 

Catherine Capsey 

Operations Manager and Head's PA 

 

(D) = Contains Dairy Products 

(W) = Contains Wheat Products 

Literacy Update 

AR quizzes are now available to complete for all Year7/Year 8 

pupils. In short, once a book has been read they can take the 

quiz on our Accelerated Reader programme, pass the quiz and 

the number of words are added to your profile. Reach 100,000 

words or more and you will receive a beautiful print of one of 

Mr Bakkers excellent hand drawn certificates (see below) with 

your name on it! You will also receive a prize if you are in the 

top three at the end of this term! Get reading as you have until 

Christmas to participate! 
 

‘Take Charge of Your Reading’ bookmarks - if you would like a helpful guide 

to help you with your reading homework/comprehension, then please see Mr 

Newell for a bookmark. These have proven to be very     helpful when keeping 

track of your reading. 
 

‘Sixth Form Reading Buddies’ - Our wonderful sixth formers will begin reading 

with our KS3 pupils next week in reading lessons. This has proven to be a very 

successful programme in the past and one that continues to flourish at Beechen 

Cliff.  
 

Return overdue books - We are currently running an amnesty for any overdue 

books to return to the library. No punishment for this, although a prize will be 

given to the most overdue book! 

 

 

Mr M Newell 

English teacher and Literacy Co-ordinator  



Sixth Form Open Morning 

Sixth Form Winter Ball 



Extra– Curricular  

 

Piano Concert—Thursday 20th October 7.00pm. St Lukes Church, Bath, BA2 2BD 

All parents, pupils and friends of the school are warmly invited to the Concert which will  involve    

pianists from all year groups. 
 

Tickets are priced at £1 and are available to  purchase via Parentpay or on the door. Please note: this is 

a ticketless event and an electronic record of tickets purchased will be kept to allow admission on the 

night. 
 

The Concert will commence at 7.00pm and  finish at approximately 9.15pm including a  20 minute  

interval during which refreshments will be available. 

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Mr P E Calvert 

Year 7 - Table Tennis Club! 
 

It's back! - Table Tennis at Beechen 

Cliff!!  There will be a taster session on      

Monday 17th October in the gym after 

school.  If there is sufficient interest, the club 

will run regularly with the help of Bath and 

District Table Tennis League members. 

 

Please encourage your son to attend . 

 

Kant Mann 

Assistant Headteacher 

Trips - Watch this space...and Parentpay! 
 

Letters and details will be sent to you shortly for 

the following trips: 

 

Year 7 - Bath Schools Hub trips with Hayesfield 

School and St Marks School. 

Legoland - Saturday 26th November.  Cost £47 

Panto at Theatre Royal, Bath - Friday 6th January 

2023. Cost £17 

Normandy - Beechen Cliff only - July 4th - 7th 2023. 

Cost £tbc 
 

Year  8 - Bath Schools Hub trips with Hayesfield 

School and St Marks School. 

Bath on Ice - Tuesday 6th December 4.45 - 5.45. 

Cost £9 
 

Year  9 - Bath Schools Hub trips with Hayesfield 

School and St Marks School. 

Bath on Ice - Wednesday 7th December 4.45 - 5.45. 

Cost £9 
 

Year 10 - Bath Schools Hub trips with Hayesfield 

School and St Marks School. 

Bath on Ice - Thursday 8th December 4.45 - 5.45. 

Cost £9 

 

Kant Mann 

Assistant Headteacher 



SPORTS 

Sports Class on Google Classrooms/ Sports Fixtures website 

Each year group now has a Sports Class on Google Classrooms where details of fixtures and notices will be   

given. Please encourage your son to check this regularly for  information. 

You can also find fixtures information and team sheets on our Sports Fixtures website 
 

Extra Curricular Sports kit 

If your son is involved with our extra-curricular activities and therefore additional kit would be helpful, we do 

have an online shop with Kukri. This kit is not compulsory and does not replace your son's curriculum kit but 

is available for after school clubs and fixtures. Kit options include tracksuit bottoms, shorts, training t-shirts 

and   additional mid layers. Kukri- Beechen Cliff 

 

Pat Macdonald 

Head of Shakespeare/PE 

If your son is absent on the day of his fixture, please can we politely ask that when you  contact Attendance to       

report the absence,  you also advise the sports team sport@beechencliff.org.uk as soon as possible to enable an      

alternative player to be found. 

Team selection 

With so many of our boys engaged and interested in the sports offering at Beechen Cliff, we endeavour to give 

them all a chance to be a part of the teams. This does mean that not all boys will be selected each week in the 

interests of being fair and giving a chance to all that wish to compete for the school. 

Fixtures for week commencing  10th October  (correct at time of publication) 

Day Fixture 

Start time/

kick off Meet time Transport 

Finish/

Return 

time 

Monday  17th 
October      

Tuesday  18th 

October 

Banes X/C @ Kingswood 13:00 12:15 Hire MB & MB TBC 

U12a&b rugby v Whitchurch (a) 16:00 14:00 1x49 TBC 

Wednesday 19th 

October 

1st & 2nd XV rugby v Exeter College 

(h) 14:45 13:30 n/a TBS 

Thursday  20th  

October 

U14a&b rugby v Abingdon (h) 14:45 14:00 n/a TBC 

3rd XV & U16 rugby v Kingswood (a) 14:45 13:30 1 x MB 1 x 9S TBC 

U15 football v Chew Valley (a) 15:30 14:30 MB TBC 

Friday  21st     

October      

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374
https://www.kukrisports.co.uk/teamshop/beechencliffschool/productNavListNg.action
mailto:sport@beechencliff.org.uk


 

 

 
 

Careers Administrator 

https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/careers-administrator-bath-and-north-east-somerset-1709018 

Closing Date : Monday 17th October 

 

Cleaner  

https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/cleaner-bath-and-north-east-somerset-1708398  

Closing Date : Monday 17th October 

 

Boarding Housekeeper 

https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/boarding-housekeeper-bath-and-north-east-somerset-1707336 

Closing date: Monday 17th October  

 

Teacher  of  Physical Education  

https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/teacher-of-physical-education-bath-and-north-east-somerset-

1707752 

Closing date:  Monday 17th October 

 

Head of Mathematics and Computer Science 

https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/head-of-mathematics-and-computer-science-bath-and-north-east-

somerset-1713034 

Closing date: Tuesday 18th October 
 

 

 

Catherine Capsey 

Operations Manager and Head's PA 

Vacancies 

Extra Curricular Clubs 

For information on after school clubs, particularly those running in Terms 1 and 2 (22/23), please see 

the  Extra Curricular page on our website which is  regularly updated as next clubs are  announced. 

 

Kant Mann 

Assistant Headteacher 

https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/careers-administrator-bath-and-north-east-somerset-1709018
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/cleaner-bath-and-north-east-somerset-1708398
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/boarding-housekeeper-bath-and-north-east-somerset-1707336
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/teacher-of-physical-education-bath-and-north-east-somerset-1707752
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/teacher-of-physical-education-bath-and-north-east-somerset-1707752
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/head-of-mathematics-and-computer-science-bath-and-north-east-somerset-1713034
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/head-of-mathematics-and-computer-science-bath-and-north-east-somerset-1713034
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Clubs-and-Activites-Terms-3-4-4.pdf


PTA Notices 



Careers 

 Women in STEM at PwC. Join an online webinar from PwC to hear from some 

inspiring females in technology and discover what a career in Technology or     

Accounting at PwC could look like for you. Throughout the session, you'll hear 

from a range of speakers, including current students and senior members of the 

team. You'll be inspired by our leaders and have your questions answered, or just 

sit back and listen, whichever is your preference. Takes place on Wednesday 19 

October at 18.30-19.15 BST. For more details and booking see: https://

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/women-in-stem-at-pwc-tickets-410462593667 

  

 UCL Classics and Ancient World Taster Day. Taking place on 2 November at 

Gordon Street, UCL from 1-5pm, it will involve presentations by the Head of    

Department Professor Gesine Manuwald, the Outreach Tutor Dr Fiachra Mac 

Góráin, sample lectures by other members of staff, presentations by current      

students, a tour of UCL and the Department of Greek and Latin, and plenty of   

opportunities for Q&A. For booking see: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ucl-

classics-and-ancient-world-taster-day-i-2022-tickets-432505715237  

  

 J.P. Morgan Work Experience 2023 programme. This programme is for Year 10-13 

students and gives a comprehensive overview of either the finance or technology 

industry. Participants will have a chance to participate in seminars, interactive 

presentations, case studies and group exercises. It’s an invaluable opportunity to 

begin building networks and laying the groundwork for the future. To apply 

see: http://www.jpmorgan.com/workexperience  on 20 October. Applications will 

stay open for 24 hours, meaning that you can ONLY apply on this day. 

  

  

 Fancy a GAP year on an African or Asian adventure? Africa & Asia Venture 

(AV) offer volunteer projects in Africa, Asia & Latin America. These can be     

teaching, sports coaching, community work or conservation projects. They are 

usually 3-5 weeks or 3-5 months. For more details see: www.aventure.co.uk 

  

 Website of the week. If you are looking for a degree apprenticeship, courses,     

internships, graduate schemes or some career advice then careermap (https://

careermap.co.uk/) is a good place to start! It is fully searchable by industry type, 

area and level and the site also has a useful employers directory where you can 

find out more about major companies.  

Mrs E Pascoe 

Head of Careers 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/women-in-stem-at-pwc-tickets-410462593667
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/women-in-stem-at-pwc-tickets-410462593667
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ucl-classics-and-ancient-world-taster-day-i-2022-tickets-432505715237
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ucl-classics-and-ancient-world-taster-day-i-2022-tickets-432505715237
http://www.jpmorgan.com/workexperience
http://www.aventure.co.uk/
https://careermap.co.uk/
https://careermap.co.uk/


Information for Year 11 Parents   

 A Levels 

 Apprenticeships 

 T Levels 

 Vocational Qualifications 

hhtp://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-choices-at-16
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-choices-at-16/a-levels
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-choices-at-16/apprenticeships
https://careerpilot.org.uk/information/vocational-qualifications/types-of-vocational-qualifications/t-levels
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-choices-at-16/vocational-qualifications


https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/vocational-qualifications/what-are-vocational-qualifications#link-8
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/qualifications


https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/?gclid=CKC2r-7ljOUCFQgSGwodfmsNSg
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/find
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/apprenticeships
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-parents-guide-to-apprenticeships


https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/how-choose-right-undergraduate-course-you
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices/what-a-levels-do-you-need-for-the-degree-you-want-to-study


https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/
https://icould.com/explore/#subject
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/


Theme of The Week—

Black History Month 

 

Theme of the week this week is Black 

History month. The theme for Black History Month 2022 which is “Time for Change: Action Not 

Words.’ 

To get to a better tomorrow, we can’t just focus on the past. The past is in the past. We can 

acknowledge and learn from it, but to improve the future, we need action, not words. We need to 

come together around a shared common goal to achieve a better world for everyone. 

This year’s Black History Month in October is more important than ever. It’s not just a month to cele-

brate the continued achievements and contributions of Black people to the UK and around the world. 

It’s also a time for continued action to tackle racism, reclaim Black history, and ensure Black history is 

represented and celebrated all year round 

 

Watch the video of poet John Legard recite his poem. https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/

poets-in-person-checking-out-me-history-john-agard/zm3sgwx 

 

John Agard was born in British Guiana ( now called Guyana) in the Caribbean.  

He moved to the UK in the late 1970s and is known for powerful and fun performances of his 

work. 

He uses non-standard phonetic spelling (written as 

word sounds) to represent his own accent, and 

writes about what it is like being black to challenge 

racist attitudes, especially those which are unthink-

ing. 

After listening to the poem what are the main ideas/

themes or subject matter that you find interesting. 

Discuss the meaning of the poem as a tutor group. 

 

Anabel Wilmot 

Head of PSHE 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/poets-in-person-checking-out-me-history-john-agard/zm3sgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/poets-in-person-checking-out-me-history-john-agard/zm3sgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/poets-in-person-checking-out-me-history-john-agard/zm3sgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/poets-in-person-checking-out-me-history-john-agard/zm3sgwx


Mental Health and Wellbeing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is the Wellbeing of our young people so important to us  

at Beechen Cliff School? 

Monday 10th October was World Mental Health Awareness Day. For many years, Beechen Cliff School 

has made the health and wellbeing of its pupils and students a priority. We believe that when our 

young people are functioning well, they will have the toolkit to go on to lead happy and fulfilling lives.  

We are committed to offering our young people 1:1 therapeutic support in school. Last year, our        

therapeutic and counselling providers saw 198 young people for 1:1 support. The pie chart below gives 

a breakdown of the presenting issues that were supported for our Sixth Form students last year.  

 

Why do we do this? Below is a quiz that we shared with the Sixth Form students last week in the pow-

erful wellbeing testimony assemblies. Whilst these national statistics may seem alarming (especially af-

ter the Covid pandemic) we are proud as a school to be able to work in a preventative way to educate 

our young people about the difference we can make to them if they access early support in school.  

Students and Pupils receiving 1:1 support for their wellbeing – 2021/22  



 

 

How many people will experience some kind of 

mental health problem each year in England? 

A – 1 in 8 

B - 1 in 6 

C - 1 in 4 

 

What percentage of young people (17-19) with 

possible eating problems have increased since 

2017? 

A – 28% 

B – 38% 

C – 58% 

 

In the first year of the COVVID pandemic, global 

prevalence of anxiety and depression increased 

by how much? 

A – 20% 

B – 10% 

C – 25% 

 

How many people, who struggle with their men-

tal health, have suicidal thoughts? 

A – 1 in 5 

B – 1 in 6 

C – 1 in 7 

 

In Summer 2020, how many respondents said 

that the Coronavirus pandemic made their men-

tal health worse? 

A – 60% 

B – 75% 

C – 80% 

Wellbeing Quiz 

Out of the respondents who were accessing    

mental health support, in the 3 months leading 

up to Covid-19, what % said that they could no 

longer access mental health support, but still 

needed it? 

A – 25% 

B – 31% 

C – 36% 

 

How many girls have a probable mental health 

problem? 

A – 1 in 4 

B – 1 in 5 

C – 1 in 6 

What % of people aged between 13-25 believe 

that the pandemic will have long term negative 

effects on their mental health? 

A – 56% 

B – 62% 

C – 67% 

 

How many children each month are being treated 

for a mental health problem in the UK?  

A – 100,000 

B – 400,000 

C – 600,000 

 

How many people attempt to take their own life? 

A – 1 in 10 

B – 1 in 15 

C – 1 in 20 

As always, if you are worried about your son or daughter’s wellbeing, please do not hesitate to          

contact  our Pastoral teams in the Lower School and the Sixth Form. 
 

The Wellbeing Team 



Community Links 

https://www.lucramortgages.co.uk/

