
Year 11 Revision Skills Workshops 

Session Aims:

1. To kick start your revision for your mock 
exams (W/C 14th November)

2. To review some helpful revision techniques

3. To create your revision timetable for the next 
four weeks

BEECHEN CLIFF



Physics Department Dates

W/C 3rd October – Revision skills workshops in school. Receive revision 
study guide if ordered. Receive mock exam revision timetable 
(Wednesday 5th October)

W/C 14th November – Mock Exam week

January- March - Revision skills sessions in tutor time

May/June - GCSE exams take place 

Make these final months 
count!



How does memory work?

Long Term Memory (LTM)
(In theory has limitless capacity)

Working 
Memory 

(tiny 
capacity)

Pathways to LTM

Pathways to LTM

Pathways to LTM

Within the Long Term Memory, items are 
connected to each other in “Schema”. It’s 
easier to recall things back to working 
memory if schema has lots of connections 

i.e. make sure things you learn are 
connected to each other and things you 
already know.



Forgetting stuff is normal

First published in 1885, Herman Ebbinghaus’ forgetting curve is 
one of the most famous and repeatable experiments in cognitive 
science.  This is how quickly information (junk words) are 
forgotten if not linked to a schema.



But!  Forgetting stuff is useful

Forgotten information can be relearned more quickly 
and is forgotten more slowly on subsequent learning. 
Forgetting in the short-term is key to remembering 
things in the long term.



What does this mean?
• Forgetting stuff is normal.
• Forgetting stuff is actually useful for long term 

memory
• Try to build links between the things you’re 

learning (e.g. mind maps) to build schema in 
your long term memory.

• Practising retrieval (actually trying to 
remember stuff (e.g. key facts, revision cards, 
past paper Qs etc) is key to forming strong 
retrieval pathways between Working Memory 
and Long Term Memory.

• Works best when “nearly forgotten” 
completely so space out your learning



Physics Department Study Skills and Revision Planners

Making a Start
Revision Techniques
Get to Know the Exams
Know Your Subject
On The Day
Your Revision Timetable





Physics Department

Revision Techniques



Physics Department
MNEMONICS AND ACRONYMS - sound

Make things into a mnemonic 
or an acronym e.g.

Guilt
Armed Forces reduction
Reparations
German land loss
League of Nations
Everyone suffered

= Terms of Versailles



Physics DepartmentPOST IT PLACES - sight

Write important facts or key phrases on post-it 
notes

Stick them around the house

You will picture the location and associate it with 
what is written on the post-it

This will act as a prompt to what needs to be 
remembered

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=revision+notes&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.wessexscene.co.uk/lifestyle/2011/05/02/revision-tips/&ei=4AhBVKuZCsXkasCZgLgF&psig=AFQjCNEt1boEBNcy78ZfhviamRFhmUuOWA&ust=1413634319182309


Physics Department Note Taking

Make notes of key words and definitions using:

• Underlining/highlighting

• Pictures and symbols

• Spider diagrams or mind maps

• Be creative



Mindmaps





Flash cards



Flow 
diagrams



Exam board information

Exam Board websites

Use this resource on the school website to 
access exam board websites and use 
specifications, past papers and mark 
schemes in your revision

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VUiMlOT0HM2MGQ03tq7j-7zTi3EZmMBM/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111561147262409883288&rtpof=true&sd=true


Physics Department Revision Timetables

You will get your mock exam time table in the 
next couple of weeks- you can do this then.



Physics Department Revision Timetables



Physics Department Revision Timetables
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Physics Department Revision Timetables



Revision Timetables





Web based version

https://getrevising.co.uk/

Can produce a revision timetable for you

Web Based Version

https://getrevising.co.uk/


Physics Department PLEASE REMEMBER

You have taken exams in Years 7-10.

Use techniques that have worked well in 
the past.

Learn from your mistakes.

Follow teachers’ advice about the best way 
to revise in each subject.


