
 

 

 

11th May 23 

 

 

Message from the Headteacher  
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As we move into the GCSE and A level exam season, the commitment 

to studying shown by our students has been excellent.  Revision        

sessions are well attended and I know there is a real feeling of wanting 

to get on with the exams now after all the build-up.  Assemblies across 

Years 7–10 this week have also focussed on summer exams with        

assessments taking place over the weeks ahead. It is therefore a really 

good time now to check your child has all the equipment they need for 

their exams and to provide extra pens,  rulers, calculators as required to 

ensure they are fully prepared. We wish all students every success in 

the weeks ahead and would like to remind you that pastoral staff are 

available to  support through the assessment period. 

Over the next week, ten of our musicians will be singing in the choir 

with the School Voices Project performing in the Abbey and at the      

Forum as part of the Bath Festival. We wish them all the best in what 

will be a wonderful celebration of music. 

Today we have had a busy day of sport with tennis. cricket and      

rounders taking place.  I hope all enjoyed taking part. 

I hope you enjoy reading the rest of our newsletter. 

 

 

T D Markall 

Headteacher 

Reminders about equipment for all students who are due to start their public exams 

next week: 
 

All stationary equipment (including 2 black pens for every exam) needs to go in a clear pencil case or a clear 

plastic bag. Pockets can be unreliable. For many exams, you also need a calculator. You are not permitted to 

use a calculator for GCSE maths paper 1. 
 

If you are taking GCSEs, we recommend you bring a calculator, black pens, protractor, pencil, ruler, rubber 

and compass to school with you every day. You can leave them outside the exam room in your bag if they are 

not needed. 
 

If you wish to bring a drink you may only bring water in a clear container without a label-tinted containers are 

not permitted. 
 

If your child is unwell on the day of their exam, please contact exams@beechencliff.org.uk as early as      

possible with the reason. We will contact you as soon as possible to let you know the best next steps.  
 

 

Jenny Cotterell 

Examinations Officer 

Calendar 

Friday 12th May 

Bath School Voices Concerts at Bath 

Abbey 6pm 
 

Monday 15th May 

Written GCSE Exams begin 
 

Thursday 18th May 

Bath School Voices Concerts at Bath 

Forum 7.30pm 
 

Friday 19th May 

U6th Awards Evening 
 

Monday 22nd May 

Written A Level Exams begin 
 

Tuesday 23rd May  

Year 7 Reading Evening 
 

Friday 26th May 

Term Ends 
 

Monday 5th June 

Term 5—Summer Term begins 

mailto:exams@beechencliff.org.uk


Menu for w/c 15th May  

Monday: BBQ Pork Steak with Peppers and 

Onions, Butternut Squash and Chickpea Curry 

Tuesday: Chicken, Bacon and Spinach Pasta 

(W), Sundried Tomato and Parmesan Risotto (D) 

Wednesday: Roast Chicken, Cheddar and    

Roasted Red Onion Quiche (D,W) 

Thursday:  Quorn Chilli, Creamy Pesto and 

Roasted Pepper Pasta (W) 

Friday: Fish Finger Bap with Tartare Sauce (W), 

Falafel Wrap with Minted Mayonnaise (W) 

 

Dan Keal 

Chef 

 

 

School Contacts 

We believe that communication between parents and carers and the School is really important. If 

parents or carers have a concern, query or information to pass on then please do contact us. A list of 

contact details for senior staff is available on the School Website and via the link below. 
 

Contacts 
 

Alternatively please email  headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk and the message will be passed on to 

the  appropriate person to  respond. 

 

REPORTING PUPIL  

ABSENCES 

It is important that all absences from School       

including late arrivals and medical                   

appointments be reported to School promptly.  

Parents and  carers please take note of the  

following correct contact  details. 

Lower School Pupils   

To report a Lower School absence please call 

the School direct on 01225 480466, and select 

Option 1 OR you can email the lower school 

attendance at   attendance@beechencliff.org.uk.  

Sixth Form Students  

For a Sixth Form student absence please call 

the School direct on 01225 480466 and select  

Option 2 OR you can email Sixth Form   

attendance at 

sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk 
 

PLANNED ABSENCES 

For planned absences please complete an      

absence request form found on the school   

website and return it to the attendance office 

or to attendance@beechencliff.org.uk 

SUMMER EXAM - FINAL TIMETABLES 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Please be advised that Year 11 timetables are      

available from your son's Tutor, remind your son to 

collect his timetable if he hasn't already done so. 

Year 12 and 13 timetables are available from the 

sixth form office, please encourage your son or 

daughter to collect their timetable. 

NOTE—GCSE History papers are 2 hours and 

RPE , 1 hour 45mins.   Please excuse the error on 

the timetables. 

All exam information is also available on Insight. 

Many thanks 

 

Pam Newman 

Exams Office 

(D) = Contains Dairy Products  

(W) = Contains Wheat Products 

Term Dates Reminder 

Term Dates for 2023/2024 are listed on our website  

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/parents/term-
dates/ 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Key-People-at-Beechen-Cliff-2022-2023.pdf
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Student-Absence-Request-Form.pdf
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/parents/term-dates/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/parents/term-dates/


Removal of RM Unify 

A notice to all parents that we are no longer using the platform RM Unify. To access Google         

Classroom, GMail, Google Drive or any other school program from home, students should follow 

these  instructions: 
 

Go to the school website: https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/ 

Scroll to the bottom of the page 

Click on the 'Student Intranet' link 

Use their school email address and password to login 

This will take them to our student homepage which looks like this  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder of the format of school email addresses: 

Year 7 -2surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk 

Year 8 -1surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk 

Year 9 -0surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk 

Year 10 -9surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk 

Year 11 -8surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk 

Year 12 -7surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk 

Year 13 -6surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk 
 

Students set their own passwords, so please contact us if they have forgotten it and need it reset. 

 

Sophie Sullivan 

Assistant Headteacher, Teaching and Learning 

Key Notices 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/
mailto:2surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:1surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:0surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:9surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:8surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:7surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:6surname.firstname@beechencliff.org.uk


Year 7  Reading Evening—Tuesday 23rd May 
 

Dear Parents/Carers  

Please find below an copy of the letter from Mr Newell (also issued via ParentPay)  with regard to the 

Year 7 Reading Evening on Tuesday 23rd May.  

  

9th May 2023 

 
 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Re: Year 7 Reading evening - How to support your child’s reading at home. 
 

You are cordially invited to our ‘Reading Evening’ meeting which will take place in the school hall between  

6pm - 7pm on Tuesday 23rd May. 
 

The aim of this meeting is to offer help and support with reading at home. At Beechen Cliff our ambition is for  

all of our pupils to be reading at or above their chronological age by the end of Year 9. This will allow pupils to  

confidently access their Key Stage 4 curriculum and GCSE exams. Further, confidence in reading will lead to  

pupils reading regularly, which will increase and enhance their vocabulary and develop their imagination.  

We aim to build a reading culture where pupils develop a love of reading and routinely read for pleasure.  
 

To achieve this we feel your support is essential and immensely important for your child to find a real love for  

reading in KS3. Hence, the aim of this evening is to offer practical advice, show clear examples of how to  

support reading that is both easy to follow and hugely beneficial for your child. 
 

Finally, we really feel this will make a huge difference to your child’s reading journey at Beechen Cliff School.  

We very much look forward to you attending this event.  
 

Please be so kind as to complete the google form link below, indicating if you are/are not attending this event  

so we can gauge numbers. 
 

Reading Attendance confirmation  - Google form 

 

Mr M Newell 

English teacher 

Literacy Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

IT Technician 

https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/it-technician-1331839 

Closing date: Monday 15th May 
 

Vacancies 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfniQW9Ibgynjpg6PnvQZf1qqlClEBlRkP9FkWwaYvUtaFBMw/viewform
https://forms.gle/hiKv5cZLjHcXJ1cT9
https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/it-technician-1331839


Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Thank you to those of you who have completed the forms to confirm the work experience              

placement for your child.  If you have not yet done so, please can I ask you to fill in the parental    

consent form and also to forward the form that needs to be completed by the employer. 
 

Please find the forms on our website: 
 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/work-experience-year-10-year-12/ 
 

If your child is taking part in the Year 10 Law work experience or the Year 12 Army work experience 

then the employer consent forms are being dealt with by the school but we do require the form from 

you please. 
 

If you need any further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

with kind regards 

 

Emma Pascoe 

Careers 

Work Experience Day—KPMG 
 

KPMG are hosting a work-experience day on Tuesday 30th May from 10.00am – 4.00pm 

 

During the day, you will have the opportunity to  

 learn key employability skills, such as how to communicate your message and build your     

personal brand.  

 have the chance to meet KPMG colleagues to hear about their career journeys and even      

complete a business pitch challenge!  
 

If you are unsure what you want to do when you finish 

school/college, or if you would like to explore more         

options, then this session is perfect for you.  
 

The KPMG Student recruitment team will also explain the 

different   career paths into KPMG. 
 

This work-experience day is a fantastic opportunity for 

you to gain valuable insights into the world of work and 

build your professional network, not to mention a great 

addition to your CV. Plus, you can join us from anywhere 

in the country, as the event will be held on Zoom. 
 

This opportunity is open to students in Year 10 and 

above. Sign up today and take the first step towards your future career with KPMG! 
 

Sign-up link: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XV2HSGP 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/work-experience-year-10-year-12/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XV2HSGP


Extra– Curricular  

Ten Tors 2023  

This year 36 pupils took part in the annual Ten Tors challenge on Dartmoor. This is a challenge noted 

for the high levels of determination, teamwork and navigation needed to complete it. It is an arduous 

undertaking across some of the remotest terrain in England. This year 12 year 10 pupils, 3 year 11 and 

21 year 12 pupils took on distances of 35 miles and 45 miles respectively. The challenge started at 

7.00am on the 29th April this year and teams had until 5.00pm on Sunday 30th April to complete their 

routes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Such a challenge is not taken on lightly and our teams had been training since January. This included an 

outing across the Mendip Hills, a weekend at Tir Y Cwm in Wales, skills training and three expedition 

weekends on Dartmoor. This culminates on the Friday before Ten Tors when teams arrive from across 

the country to prepare for the challenge. This creates an incredible atmosphere of nervous, excited     

anticipation on the Friday, as a Glastonburyesque campsite grows at the start in Okehampton camp. 

During Friday afternoon teams planned their routes and set target tors or waypoints to try and achieve 

on the Saturday before wild camping on the moor. They also underwent a kit check to ensure they had 

all the necessary and essential items. After a classic spag bol for tea teams relaxed before turning in for 

the night and the 5.00am alarm call of Chariots of Fire across the camps tannoy system  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparations, route planning and kit checking at base camp, Okehampton Camp.  Friday 28th April 

Staff up at 4.30am preparing breakfast before team photos and gathering at a foggy start line. 



The start of Ten Tors is an awe inspiring site as 2500 youngsters gather on a hillside on the moor prior to 

the off. As soon as the guns sound the salute they are off. To watch this from a distance is like a scene 

from Lord of the Rings as armies take to the march. In short it is incredible and staff were extremely 

proud to watch our teams go out on their own adventure.  

For staff back at camp and for parents and relatives tracking at home, an obsessive fixation with updates 

from the Ten Tors website takes hold.  

The screen shot below shows the updates for our team on the S route 45 miles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The start this year was extremely foggy and for the first few hours all teams had to navigate carefully…

which most did, one year 10 group decided extra miles were in order with a geographical misplacement 

incident. However by the end of Saturday all of our teams were in a good position to finish on the Sun-

day and were at their targetted camping locations. Saturday also had it’s individual stories of some note. 

Jess Brown (year 12) had blister that covered half her foot and Katherine Heath (year 12) had cable tied 

her boot sole to the upper on both feet as they were coming off! Jack Kelley (year 12) also completed after 

stepping in at the last minute! Such are the stories that come back to us and also show the qualities of all 

our pupils participating. 

Sunday, if you are doing Ten Tors, hurts. Sunday plays with your mind over the hours and distance left. 

One moment you can taste the finish and know you can do it, in other moments, doubts and questions. 

Throughout this there is an undeniable truth to hold on to… the finish is fantastic. An adrenaline surge of 

triumph through thousands of spectators in the last 500 metres to the line. For our teams there were     

family, friends and staff, scanning the horizon, scanning phone updates, waiting.  

And then the teams start rolling in. Flags given, clapping, delight, pride. I hope it creates a moment that 

will always stay with those who attempt Ten Tors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teams approaching the finish under clouds that threatened and delivered sharp downpours. 



Extra Curricular Clubs 

For information on after school clubs,  (2022/23), please see the  Extra Curricular page on our website 

which is regularly updated as next clubs are announced.  The listing has been updated for Terms 5 and 6. 
 

Mr Kant Mann 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home in time for tea and medals! 

As ever this year staff were extremely proud of all our groups. Not just their completion but also their 

conduct throughout the training. Staff give up a lot of weekends to support Ten Tors and get to know the 

pupils well and have a vested interest in their success.  A huge congratulations to our teams. They 

showed grit and determination and a great desire to challenge themselves and step out of the ordinary. 

Well done! 

The baton is firmly passed to the 2024 cohort… 

 

Mr D Brewer 

Ten Tors Co-ordinator 

Medals are presented for the various distances attempted. Bronze for 35 miles, silver for 45 miles and gold 

for the souls brave enough to attempt 55 miles.  

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Clubs-and-Activites-Terms-5-6-2023-2.pdf


Today’s Sporting Events at Beechen Cliff 



This Week’s News 

First X1 Football team lift the Somerset Cup! 

Our 6th form team have become Somerset    

Champions after a resounding 4-1 victory over 

Millfield at Odd Down FC. A hatrick from Joe DK 

and a goal from Luke M capped off a  dominant 

performance in what was the last game for these 

boys before they leave the 6th form.  

 

 

Mr K Mann 

U/16 Football Team are County Champions! 
 

Our Year 11 team has matched the achievement 

of the 6th form team by becoming Somerset 

Champions. The game against Heathfield 

School was a cagey affair in the first half where 

we were worth more than our 1-0 lead. The  

second half was a different affair with a couple 

of tactical switches we blitzed the opposition to 

run out 5-0 winners. Like the First team, these 

boys have served the school well over the past 

5 years and they have been a tight unit. Some 

will now ply their trade at College football, 

some will remain in the 6th Form at Beechen 

Cliff and the Shield twins, Ollie and Harry will 

commence their scholarship contracts at Brent-

ford FC and Plymouth Argyle. We wish them 

the best for the future! 

 

Mr Mann and Mr Macdonald 

Walk to School Week - 15th - 19th May 
 

Between Monday 15th to Friday 19th May 2023 pupils throughout Britain will be encouraged to    

travel sustainably to school, whether by walking, scooting, using a wheelchair or cycling. The aim is 

to encourage healthy exercise and reduce air pollution which is damaging children’s lungs as well as 

the environment. 
 

Please encourage your son/daughter to take part in this national initiative! 

 

Kant Mann 

Assistant Headteacher 



SPORTS 

Fixtures for week commencing  15th May 23 (correct at time of publication) 

Sports Class on Google Classrooms/ Sports Fixtures website 

Each year group now has a Sports Class on Google Classrooms where details of fixtures and notices will be 

given. Please encourage your son to check this regularly for  information. 

You can also find fixtures information and team sheets on our Sports Fixtures website 

If your son is absent on the day of his fixture, please can we politely ask that when you contact  Attendance 

to  report the absence,  you also advise the sports team sport@beechencliff.org.uk as soon as possible to    

enable an  alternative player to be found. 

Day Fixture 

Start time/

kick off Meet time Transport 

Finish/

Return time 

Monday 15th 

May 
U13a, b & c cricket v Dauntseys (a) 14:30 13:00 MB  

U15 tennis v KES (a) 14:15 13:30   

      

Tuesday 16th 

May 

U15a&b cricket v Dauntseys (a) 14:30 12:45 Coach- 13:00  

Banes Athletics @ Bath Uni 12:30 11:30 MB  

U14b cricket v KW (a) 14:45 14:00 MB 18:30 

      

Wednesday      

      

Thursday 17th 

May 

1st XI v Prior (a) 15:15 14:00 MB  

U15 cricket v QEH (a) 14:00 12:45 MB  

      

Friday 18th May      

      

Saturday 19th 

May      

      

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374
mailto:sport@beechencliff.org.uk


Theme of the Week 

This year, the theme is: Everything we do comes 

#fromtheheart 

We want to celebrate the people in our            

communities, “the person next door”, who often 

are the first ones to step up and support those in 

need around them. They could be someone at 

work; a neighbourhood business-owner; a Red 

Cross or Red Crescent community volunteer; 

someone at the gym, shop or market we go to; or 

someone living close by who has always been by 

our side. However they support us, they do it 

with love and #fromtheheart. 

World Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Day is a time to celebrate the spirit 

of humanitarianism and recognize 

the individuals who make a    

difference in their communities  

Can you think of any acts of kindness that you could easily add into your day? Week? Challenge for this 

month? 

This weeks Theme of The Week is World 

Red Cross and Red Crescent Day which 

is an annual celebration of the principles 

of the International Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Movement. 

World Red Cross Red Crescent Day is 

celebrated on 8 May each year. This date 

is the anniversary of the birth of Henry 

Dunant, who was born on 8 May 1828. 

He was the founder of International 

Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 

the recipient of the first Nobel Peace 

Prize. 



WELLBEING 
 

 

 

 

As our Year 13s go on study leave this Friday, and our Year 11s are soon to follow, we wanted to remind all of 

our students (in every single year group) that they are remarkable! Let’s not forget that our Year 13s did not 

have the opportunity to take their GCSEs and that all of our children were significantly affected by the         

disruption to their education and social and emotional development during the Pandemic.  They are all       

incredible and need to be reminded of their amazing resilience throughout this unprecedented time in         

history. We celebrate their success at dealing with this time and wish them every success in the forthcoming 

exam season, but these beautiful words by the writer,  Donna Ashworth, are still so poignant.  

 

To the Exam Takers 

To the students who feel their future starts here,  

well it does. 

But perhaps not in the way you think. 

You see, you are very special people. 

Teenagers who lived through the strangest historic time period in a century. 

And your success, your bright career… 

will be born not of your result in a test, 

but in the way you handle the tough times. 

Your resilience. 

And let me tell you, 

resilience is not appearing to have handled things well. 

It’s healing. 

No one gets through unscathed, no matter how they seem to. 

So, do your best, but keep close in your pocket, 

that you are already quite something. 

Continue your journey of adapting, of coping, 

of evolving to be the first to face a new world. 

Because you are. 

And you have. 

And you will. 

And you have plenty to offer the future. 

And plenty of time to see that. 

 

Donna Ashworth 

#exams #gcse #examstress #teachers #parents #goodluck 

 

This week, Tara asked some of her Year  12 clients for a top tip to give to our lovely Year 11s and their      

wonderful nugget of advice was this: 

 

Their advice was: 

“Revise little and often and don’t burn out”. And they wished them the best of luck!  And so do we!!  This  

advice applies to all of our lovely students, no matter which year they are in. 

Good luck from Tara and Susie and all the amazing staff at Beechen Cliff! 

 
 

The Wellbeing Team 



Community Links 

Spotters Hockey Camps will run in the Summer             

holidays:- 

Main camps: 

25 & 26 July 2023 

14 & 25 August 2023 
 

High Performing Camp 

16 August 2023 
 

Spotter Hockey provide coaching for ages 7-16: 

Beginners and Improvers (ages 7-10),  

Developers and Emerging Performers (ages 11-12), and 

Performers looking to progress (ages 12-16)  

 

Spotters Hockey Main camps—Booking 

https://form.jotform.com/210805551045346  

 

Spotters Hockey High Performing Camp - Booking 

https://form.jotform.com/221645330226346 

https://form.jotform.com/210805551045346
https://form.jotform.com/221645330226346


Sports and Leisure Gala Day on     

Weston Rec on Saturday 1 July. 

If you’d like to organise any other kind of sport or 

activity, please let me know. 

 

Peter Heywood 

Active Weston 

07976 241 545 

peter@heywood.co 

Kings of the Jungle 
The series follows adventurist Ed Stafford as he takes 

a group of dad, and their children - aged   between   

11-15 -  to live in the jungle for 2 weeks (this would be 

during the summer holidays). There, they will get the 

chance to experience back to basic living, take on   

challenges together, and bond in a once in a lifetime 

experience to connect with their children without the 

pressures of the modern world. 

 

Sophie Howard 

Casting Assistant Producer 

mailto:peter@heywood.co


Please email bibisindiancuisine@gmail.com  for  specific requests  

https://www.lucramortgages.co.uk/
mailto:bibisindiancuisine@gmail.com

