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Programme
Welcome - Mr Hall  (Head of Year 8)

Aspiration  • Compassion • Independence •  Respect

Introduction:
Mr T Markall (Headteacher)

Pastoral Support
Mr C Hall (Head of Year 8)

Attendance and Behaviour: 
Mr M Ambrose (Deputy Headteacher, Pastoral)

The Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting:
Mr A Seal (Deputy Headteacher, Curriculum)

Character Award:
Mr K Morris (Assistant Headteacher, Personal Development)

Reading:
Ms S Sullivan (Assistant Headteacher, Teaching and Learning)



Vision and Values

Aspiration  • Compassion • Independence •  Respect

To enable our pupils to achieve their 
aspirations and become a well-rounded, 
confident and compassionate individual 
who goes on to live a  fulfilled life and 
make a positive contribution to society.
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Pastoral Support, Attendance and 
Behaviour



Pastoral Care
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● Tutor 

● Head of Year

● Wider pastoral and safeguarding team

● Solution Focused Counsellor, Off the Record, School 

Nurse, Mentoring Plus

● Every member of staff

● Talk to us!



External sources of support
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● GPs

● CAMHS

● Kooth

● Online safety

● Safeguarding & Social Care



Rewards
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● Teacher / tutor positives
● Positives are linked to our
●  school values (below)
● Attendance
● Punctuality
● We aim to reward the boys across all areas of 

school life
● Pulled together by the Character Award



Attendance
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• Punctuality - Start at 8:25am

• What IS good attendance?
96% + Good to Excellent 

92-96% Low-level concern

90-92% Cause for concern

Below 90% Persistent 
Absentee



 Ideas for ways to support your son’s desire to 
attend school
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1. Speak positively about their opportunities and look forward to events in the school 
calendar.

2. Encourage good routines in the evening

3. Display their timetable - Help them to be prepared for school.  

4. Celebrate their achievements

5. Check in with them and discuss how school is going regularly.  

6. Encourage your son to join meaningful after-school activities, including sports and clubs.

7. Be honest with the school about any absences 

8. Stay on top of your child’s social contacts. 

If you have serious concerns about their physical or mental health, consult with a medical professional. 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/events/category/beechen-cliff/page/2/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/events/category/beechen-cliff/page/2/
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         Supporting Learning at Home 
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Supporting Learning at Home
● Google Classroom and Planners

○ Access Google Classroom using the link to ‘Student Intranet’ at the bottom of the 
school website. 

○ Pupils should check their planners and Google Classroom  daily.
The To do list is helpful. 

○ Google Classroom app/ Guardian summaries 
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Supporting Learning at Home
● Routines 

○ 1.5 hours per evening (Mon-Fri) - 2 x 45 minute tasks.
○ Get them into a routine. Perhaps after a snack/time to relax?
○ They need to learn to manage their time - especially with project 

tasks
● Work space and equipment

○ Have a designated area with somewhere to store books and 
equipment

○ Water and snacks 
○ Quiet environment, leave phone elsewhere or set to do not 

disturb. 
● Standards, time spent and rewards

○ Some will need encouragement to complete an hour of homework
○ Others might need yanking away! 
○ They should do their best but within time limits….. And then relax
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● Bag packing and equipment
● Contacting the school
● Attendance
● Class and homework
● Encourage them to take responsibility
● Check in with them
● Keep things in perspective- remember the overall 

goal

Supporting Learning at Home
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The Curriculum, Assessment 
and Reporting
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Assessment, Reports and Setting Arrangements 

Setting arrangements:
● Maths classes are set according to performance in 

assessments to date
● Science classes are partially set
● English classes are mixed ability with one smaller 

support class
● Languages classes are set according to second language 

choices and ability
● All other classes are mixed ability
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Assessment, Reports and Setting Arrangements 

What is covered in Year 8?

Detail of topics covered in each term 
in each subject in Year 8 can be found 
on the website under Parents and then 
What is studies at Key Stage 3?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cq29Lihm4sXE5rj5I80hubbGDNANxmIS/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111561147262409883288&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Assessment, Reports and Setting Arrangements 

New exercise books
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Assessment, Reports and Setting Arrangements 

5 Year 
learning 
Journeys

These are on 
the inside of 
all books so 
you can see 
what will be 
covered. 
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Assessment, Reports and Setting Arrangements 

Unit front sheets

Printed on purple
At the start of every topic

Provide a glossary of 
keywords as well as 
further information to help 
them remember content. 
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Assessment, Reports and Setting Arrangements 

Assessments
These take place in lessons throughout the year using:

• Small knowledge quizzes and end of unit tests
• Project work
• Graded homework or classwork tasks
• English/Maths/Science – 6 assessments per year

The Year 8 Summer Exams take place in the week of the 20th May. 

Pupils are expected to prepare for exams! Revision guidance and 
information is provided to pupils in school and on the website. 
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Assessment, Reports and Setting Arrangements 

Personalised Learning 
Checklists (PLC’s) and 
Success Criteria sheets

These will be shared in 
the build up to each 
assessment to help them 
know what to revise.  
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Assessment, Reports and Setting Arrangements 

Assessment tracking sheets



Aspiration  • Compassion • Independence •  Respect

Assessment, Reports and Setting Arrangements 

Flightpath Grades Likely GCSE outcome

Mastering

M+

Grades 7-9M

M-

Rising

R+

Grades 4-6R

R-

Emerging

E+

Grades 1-3E

E-
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Assessment, Reports and Setting Arrangements 

Progress Updates

Autumn:  Thursday 16th  November   Progress Report
Spring: Thursday 18th April    Parents Evening
Summer: Friday 28th June  Full Report

Progress reports:
● Working towards grade - based on all assessments. 
● Application score (1-4)
● Homework score (1-4)
Full reports also contain comments from Teachers and Tutors



Character Award
Mr Morris
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Core Values 
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Our Core Values are key to our vision for your son.

Your son will be taught many values which are in support of working 
towards our Core Values.

Aspiration
(be your best)

Compassion 
(be kind)

Independence
(be ready)

Respect
(show respect)



Character Programme Delivery
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At Beechen Cliff, we firmly believe that values can become 
habitual via three principle means. Values can be:

● Taught (via formal lessons)

● Caught (via the ethos and culture of the school)

● Sought (where pupils are supported to pursue their 
own value development).



Core Values - ‘Taught’ 
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Aspiration Compassion Independence Respect

Confidence
Determination
Perseverance
Resilience
Teamwork
Celebration

Courage
Gratitude
Honesty 
Humility
Integrity
Justice

Curiosity
Reflection
Judgement
Resourcefulness
Reasoning
Critical thinking

Citizenship
Community 
awareness
Neighbourliness 
Service
Volunteering
Friendship
Diversity



Tutor time provision 
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Character Development



Character Development



Character Development



Character Development





Character Development

BYRON

MILTON

SHAKESPEARE

KIPLING



Character Development

BYRON
KIPLING

MILTON
SHAKESPEARE



Character Development



Character Development
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Reading - Ms S. Sullivan - SLT Reading Lead
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Reading - Ms S. Sullivan - SLT Reading Lead
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Reading - Ms S. Sullivan - SLT Reading Lead
● Yearly reading tests
● Re-test in February if below aged 14

In school:
● Book in bag
● Reading lessons
● Tutor time independent reading
● Tutor time guided reading
● Reading opportunities in lessons
● Reading intervention if required
● Accelerated Reader quizzes and rewards
● Planner checks
● Library 
● Beechen Canon
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Reading - Ms S. Sullivan - SLT Reading Lead

● Yearly reading tests
● Re-test in February if below aged 14

At home:
● 2 x 45 min reading sessions a week (minimum)
● Reading comprehension bookmark
● Accelerated Reader quizzes
● Planner logs
● Book in bag
● Beechen Canon
● Talk about reading!



Thank you!
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All slides will be on the website tomorrow

Contact - headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk 

Follow us on X (Twitter) - @BeechenCliff

Get involved with the PTA! - ptabeechen@yahoo.com

mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk

