
12th October 23 

Message from the Headteacher  
 

Follow us on twitter - @beechencliff and Insta - beechencliff1 

Calendar 

 Friday 13th October 

PTA Quiz and Curry Night in  Beechen       

Refectory  -  6.30pm for 7pm start 
 

Saturday 14th October 

Sixth form Open Morning (9am-12.30pm) 
 

Sunday 15th—Tuesday 17th October 

Year 9 Cornwall Surfing Trip 
 

Tuesday 17th October  

Year 11 Parent Information Evening (6-7pm) 
 

Thursday 19th October 

Piano Concert—St Luke’s Church @7pm 
 

Thursday 19th —Tuesday 24th October 

Sixth Form  Iceland Trip 
 

Friday 20th  October 

Wear Red for Show Racism the Red Cards 
 

 

Friday 20th - Friday 27th October 

End of Term 1 
 

Sunday 22nd—Friday  27th October 

CCG Music Camp 
 

Monday 30th October 

Start of Term 2 
 

Thursday 30th November 

Ignite Day—Employability (Bath Hub) 

Dear Parents and Carers 

This week our theme of the week has been Black    

History Month with the focus on reconising the         

contributions and achievements of Black British 

women in our society. As part of this Sixth Form       

students have designed displays recognising           

individuals which are being displayed on our digital 

screen in the refectory for the next month. 

Next week on Friday 20th October we will be taking 

part in Show Racism the Red Card’s annual wear red 

day as part of our commitment to challenging          

prejudice. On this day we are encouraging pupils and 

staff to wear an item of Red alongside their normal 

uniform to support this event. 

Also next week pupils will be committing to our       

annual Pledge of Respect with the theme this year of 

“being the upstander, not the bystander.” This has 

been put forward by our anti-bullying ambassadors 

as part of encouraging everyone to play their part in 

preventing bullying. 

Year 11 pupils are now building up to their Mock        

Exams,  which are taking place in November.          

Preparation for these exams will be the focus of our 

Year 11 Parent Information Evening next Thursday.  

In additional we hope to welcome many Year 11     

pupils and their parents to our Sixth From Open 

Morning this Saturday. 

 

 

 

T.D.Markall 

Head teacher 

PARENTS INFORMATION     

EVENING 

 

Tuesday 17th October  - Year 11  Parents              

Information Evening . 
 

Tutors will be available in the Refectory 

from     5.30 - 6pm with the meeting start-

ing at 6.15pm in the hall.  Please respond to 

confirm your  attendance via the google 

form link on the letters sent out recently. 
 

We look forward to seeing you! 
 

Mr Kant Mann 

Assistant Headteacher 

https://twitter.com/BeechenCliff?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


 

Menu of the week: w/c  16th October  
 

Monday: Jollof, Halloumi, Roasted Pepper 

and Pesto Burger (W,D,V) 

Tuesday: Chicken and Vegetable Pie (W), 

Homity Pie (D,W) 

Wednesday: Roast Pork, Butternut Squash 

and Tomato Crumble (W) 

Thursday: TBC 

Friday: TBC 

 

 

Can I also ask that all accounts are topped up 

at all times to avoid disappointment. 

 

Dan Keal 

Chef 

Key Notices 

REPORTING ALL PUPIL ABSENCES 
 

It is important that all absences from School         

including late arrivals and medical                     

appointments be  reported to School  promptly.  

Parents and carers please take note of the              

following  correct contact  details.  

Lower School Pupils   

To report a Lower School absence please call 

the School direct on 01225 485222  OR you can 

email the lower school attendance at                                   

attendance@beechencliff.org.uk.  

 

Sixth Form Students  

For a Sixth Form student absence please call the 

School direct on 01225 485221 OR you can 

email Sixth Form attendance at 

sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk 

 

Sixth Form Open Morning—Saturday 

Saturday 14 October 2023 9.00 am to 12.30 pm 

We look forward to welcoming Year 11 prospective   students and their families to Beechen Cliff’s Sixth Form 

Open Morning. Please arrive from 9.00 am for a 9.30 am start. Parking is available on the field entrance on 

Greenway Lane. Please avoid driving up the Avenues. 

The Head of Sixth Form Talks will take place in the Main Hall, starting at 9.30 am, and which will be           

repeated at 10.00, 10.30 and 11.00 am, with timed tickets available from the foyer. Please only attend the talk 

that corresponds with the timed ticket you are  given upon arrival. Subject Talks will run throughout the 

school. Please check the schedule available on arrival to ensure you are able to attend all subjects of interest. 

A bell will ring at the start and end of each subject talk. There is a ten minute changeover time between talks. 

Representatives for Boarding, SEND/Learning Support, Level 3 Sport/ACE Rugby Programme, and the       

Careers Department will all be in attendance to offer advice and guidance. 

We hope you enjoy the morning with us at Beechen Cliff School. 

 

Ms K Mather 

Head of Sixth Form 

PLANNED ABSENCES 

For planned absences please complete an                       

absence request form found on the school        

website and  return it to the attendance office 

or to  attendance@beechencliff.org.uk 

(W) = Contains Wheat Products 
(D) = Contains Dairy Products 
(V) = Vegan alternative 

Term Dates Reminder 

Term Dates for 2023/2024 are listed on our     
website  

 https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/parents/term-
dates/ 

mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Student-Absence-Request-Form.pdf
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/parents/term-dates/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/parents/term-dates/


Beechen Cliff—Piano Concert on Thursday 19th October 7.00pm. St Lukes Church, 

Bath, BA2 2BD 

We will be holding our annual piano concert next week. Tickets are available on parentpay at £2 

each. The concert will start at 7.00pm and finish at approximately 9.10pm, during which there will be 

an interval for refreshments. There are still a couple of slots if you wish your son/daughter to be      

involved. Please ask them to come and see one of the music staff or alternatively e-mail:   

 music@beechencliff.org.uk 

 

Mr P E Calvert 

Head of Music 

Homework in Computing 
We use Google Classroom in all our lessons, so please remember that not all the work that is posted 

needs to be completed as homework. Any computing assignments that should be completed at 

home will be clearly labelled with homework in the title. 

 

In year 7, 8 and 9 we set homework projects that should be completed  independently from the    

classroom and will take two to three weeks to complete. These have the word homework in the title 

to clearly distinguish them from the work done in lessons. 
 

Ms L Jarvis and Mr A Cottle 

Computing Department 
 

Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge  
From the 6th to the 17th of November all KS3 students and Computer    

Science/Interactive      Media students at KS4 and KS5 will take part in the 

annual Bebras International Computational Thinking Challenge. All the 

students who take part will   get a certificate for participation, merit or          

distinction. 

 

Students who achieve a score in the top 10% of the UK will also receive a 

Gold certificate and be  invited to take part in the 2024 Oxford University 

Computing Challenge, which takes place at the end of January 2024. 

 

If you’d like to have a go at some of the challenges from previous years you can find them at 

https://www.bebras.uk/ . 
 

Ms L Jarvis and Mr A Cottle 

Computing Department 

 

mailto:music@beechencliff.org.uk
https://www.bebras.uk/


Extra Curricular Clubs and Activities for Terms  1 and 2 . 

Please be advised that a full list of extra curricular clubs and activities running in terms 1 and 2 is 

published on the school website under  Extra Curricular Activities.  Or you can use the link below 
 

  Clubs and Activities Terms 1 and 2 (23/24) 

Extra Curricular 

Hayesfield Annual Piano Concert  

Last Thursday, 4 of our pupils performed at Hayesfield’s annual piano concert. Arthur F, Ollie R      

and Hamish M from Year 12 along with Wilson Y from Year 11 all played extremely well and were     

a real credit to the School. Here are some photos of the event; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra curricular Music Activities 

A reminder about all the extra-curricular music activities that take place. The main ensembles take 

place after school and include Choir on Monday, Concert band/Orchestra on Tuesday and folk  

group on Wednesday. All rehearsals take place in the music centre between 3.20 and 4.10. In               

addition,  Saxophone group will rehearse on Tuesday lunchtime, Swing band will rehearse on 

Wednesday lunchtime at 1.30- 2.00pm and Year 7 Ensemble on Thursday lunchtime: 12.30-12.55. 

Please   encourage your son/daughter to get involved in one of these clubs.  

 

Mr P E Calvert 

Head of Music 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Clubs-and-Activites-Terms-1-2.pdf


SPORTS 

Beechen Cliff Under 15’s rugby team narrowly defeat  Kingswood School this week 

First X1 Football team defeat Sir Bernard Lovell School in 

the second round of the English Schools Cup.  

Year 11 Rugby team hosting Whitchurch High School from      

Cardiff in a competitive game where we were narrowly           

defeated. 



 

Vacancies at Beechen Cliff 
 

Conduct Support Officer 

https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/conduct-support-officer-1373859 

Closing date: Monday 16th October 
 

Deputy Examinations Officer 

https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/deputy-examinations-officer-1375496 

Closing date: Monday 30th October 
 

IT Technician - 2nd Line Support 

https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/it-technician---2nd-line-support-1375566 

Closing date: Monday 30th October 
 

Fixtures for week commencing  16th October   (correct at time of publication) 

 Fixture 

Start time/

kick off Meet time Transport 

Finish/Return 

time 

Monday 16th 

October U14 football v Sheldon (a) 15:30 14:30 MB  

Tuesday 17th 

October 

U15a/b & U14a/b v Monkton (a) 14:30 13:30 MB drop  

BANES cross country @ Kingswood 13:50 12:30 MB  

Wednesday 18th 

October 

1st & 2nd XV rugby v Hartpury (a) 14:30 11:15 1x61  

U13a&b U12a&b rugby v Prior (a) 14:30 13:45 

MB (43 seats to-

tal)  

U14b rugby v Wells Cathedral (h) 14:30 14:00 n/a  

U15 football v Gordano (Odd Down) 14:30 13:45 MB  

Thursday 19th 

October 

U16 football v Gordano (Odd Down) 14:30 13:45 9S  

3rd XV & U16a/b rugby v Monkton 

(a) 14:30 13:30 

MB (34 seats to-

tal)  

Girls hockey v Monkton (a) 14:30 13:45 MB  

U15 football v Sheldon (a) 15:30 14:30 1x29  

If your son is absent on the day of his fixture, please can we politely ask that when you contact    

Attendance to  report the absence,  you also advise the sports team sport@beechencliff.org.uk as 

soon as possible to enable an  alternative player to be found. 

https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/conduct-support-officer-1373859
https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/deputy-examinations-officer-1375496
https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/it-technician---2nd-line-support-1375566
mailto:sport@beechencliff.org.uk


LIBRARY NEWS  
PLEASE CHECK FOR OVERDUE BOOKS! 

Wow! We are a few weeks in to our library skills      

lessons for Y7-9 and I have been blown away by some 

of the reading that our boys are doing. I’ve had       

conversations about some classics such as Moby Dick, 

Crime and Punishment and The Count of Monte    

Cristo! It’s wonderful that boys are increasingly     

willing to share their love of reading with their peers 

in reading lessons and hopefully sharing                  

recommendations will help others find their perfect 

reading book too. 

 

Please keep encouraging your son to read at home 

and chat to them about the books they are reading. 

We are managing to keep our overdue book numbers 

reasonably low, but if you could also encourage your 

son to put a note of the ‘return by’ date in his planner, 

that would be fabulous. 

 

The library is for everyone.  Keep Reading! 

 

Laura Bridge, Library Lead 

RECOMMENDATION 

Barrington Stoke  

Books for Dyslexic 

And Reluctant  

Readers 

Last week was dyslexia awareness week 

so I want to recommend not just one book 

but an entire publisher, Barrington Stoke. 

They work with well-known  writers and 

illustrators to publish super-readable 

books that help every child experience the 

joy of reading. 

https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/

dyslexic-reluctant-readers/ 

 

Encouraging boys to read. 

Top Tip : Free Eye Tests. 

All under 16s and under 

18s in full time school education are entitled to free 

NHS eye tests and vouchers towards glasses or 

contact lenses. While vision problems aren’t a 

cause of dyslexia, not being able to see properly 

really affects not only our ability to read, but our 

enjoyment of it too, as anyone who needs reading 

glasses will know. 
 

You child can get an NHS eye test at most            

opticians. For more details see: 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/opticians/free-

nhs-eye-tests-and-optical-vouchers/ 
 

More tips in the coming weeks! 

Can You Help?   We’re always happy to         

receive donations of any type of good quality,         

second-hand books.  Please leave donations outside the 

main office, marked ‘library’. 

National Bookshop Day   We are so lucky 

in Bath to have several amazing bookshops,      

especially our independent book sellers. Please 

support our local bookshops whenever possible.  

A particularly big Happy Bookshop Day        

shout-out to Harry at Oldfield Park Bookshop on 

Moorland Road who continues to support the 

school with his generosity and knowledge! It’s an 

absolute gem of a shop, so pop in if you can for 

advice on books for all ages and abilities. 

https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/dyslexic-reluctant-readers/
https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/dyslexic-reluctant-readers/
http://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/opticians/free-nhs-eye-test-and-optical-vouchers/
http://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/opticians/free-nhs-eye-test-and-optical-vouchers/


Black History Month 23 

Theme of the Week 

From 1st-31st October, it is Black History 

Month. This year, the theme is “Saluting 

Our Sisters”, meaning it is a time to      

recognise the contributions and 

achievements of Black British women to 

our society today  

From athletes to scientists, activists to singers, Black women 

have made meaningful changes to British culture. But, are their 

stories reflected in our history? Do we give Black British women 

the recognition they deserve? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellbeing 

Subject: Cultivating a Growth Mindset: A Guide for Parents 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome to our latest parent newsletter, where we explore the fascinating concept of a "Growth 

Mindset" developed by psychologist Carol Dweck. We'll delve into the differences between a Growth 

Mindset and a Fixed Mindset and discuss how we can apply this thinking to our parenting journey. 

What is a Growth Mindset? 

A Growth Mindset, as proposed by Dr. Carol Dweck, is the belief that abilities and intelligence can be 

developed with effort, learning, and perseverance. It contrasts with a Fixed Mindset, which assumes 

that our abilities and intelligence are innate and unchangeable. Understanding these two mindsets 

can significantly impact our parenting approach. 

Growth Mindset vs. Fixed Mindset 

1. Challenges: 

 Growth Mindset: Embraces challenges as opportunities to learn and grow. 

 Fixed Mindset: Avoids challenges to protect their self-image. 

2. Effort: 

 Growth Mindset: Understands that effort is the path to mastery. 

 Fixed Mindset: Believes that if they have to put in effort, they lack talent. 

3. Obstacles: 

 Growth Mindset: Persists in the face of setbacks and sees them as opportunities. 

 Fixed Mindset: Gives up easily when faced with obstacles. 

4. Criticism: 

 Growth Mindset: Accepts constructive criticism and learns from it. 

 Fixed Mindset: Takes criticism personally and may become defensive. 

 5.Fixed Mindset: Feels threatened by the success of others. 

 



 Success of Others: 

 Growth Mindset: Finds inspiration in the success of others. 

 

Applying Growth Mindset in Parenting 

1. Praise Effort, Not Intelligence: Instead of saying, "You're so smart," say, "I'm proud of the 

effort you put into this." 

2. Encourage Learning: Cultivate a love for learning in your child. Emphasize that mistakes are         

opportunities to grow. 

3. Model a Growth Mindset: Show your child that you are also on a journey of learning and              

self-improvement. 

4. Embrace Challenges Together: Encourage your child to take on challenges and provide    

support when they face difficulties. 

5. Teach Resilience: Help your child understand that setbacks are a part of life, and it's how we         

respond to them that matters most. 

6. Foster a Safe Environment: Create an atmosphere where your child feels safe to make       

mistakes and learn from them. 

7. Promote a Love for Learning: Encourage your child to explore their interests and passions, 

and celebrate their curiosity. 

8. Be Patient: Remember that developing a Growth Mindset is a process. Be patient with your 

child as they learn to embrace this new way of thinking. 

 

By fostering a Growth Mindset in your child, you are equipping them with the tools to approach          

challenges with confidence and perseverance, setting them up for success in the classroom and in 

life. 

We hope you find this information valuable in your parenting journey.  If you'd like to learn more 

about Carol Dweck's work on Growth Mindset or have any questions, please feel free to reach out to 

our school's Wellbeing Team. 

Warm regards, 

 

The Wellbeing Team 

School Contacts 

We believe that communication between  parents and carers and the School is really important.  If parents or 

carers have a concern, query or  information to pass on then please do contact us.  A list of contact details for 

senior staff is available on the School Website and via the link  Contacts 

Alternatively please email   

headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk  and the message will be passed on to the  appropriate person to  respond. 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Key-People-at-Beechen-Cliff-2022-2023.pdf
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk


Careers 

Virtual Routes into STEM course - applications are now open for Year 9 and Year 10 

students 
 

Engineering Development Trust (EDT) are now accepting applications for our popular Virtual  

Routes into STEM course. 

  

This course will allow students in Yr9 & 10 to recognise the variety of opportunities available to them 

after taking their GCSEs.  It will give them access to key information on different pathways, College, 

University and a STEM Career. 

  

The course will run during the period 2 October 2023 – 2 August 2024 and students can join anytime 

and can complete flexibly within this time. 

  

Diverse live interactive sessions will take place throughout the duration of the course, these will be 

available during school holidays and after school. Students will be able to listen and ask questions to 

a variety of STEM professionals and student ambassadors.  Students will also choose from a range of 

exciting projects, developed by our University and Industry partners, to work on during the course. 

  

Please click on this link to view our Flyer.  

  

For more info and the application form visit https://www.etrust.org.uk/routes-into-stem-read-more. 

 

 

Mrs E Pascoe 

Head of Careers & Level 6 Careers Adviser 
 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFuzCu4xW0/UrT460xH3S21tehQnFT2Jg/view?utm_content=DAFuzCu4xW0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFSSv4WMQE/vEZsMvv7ja7mxZKREIfTDA/view?utm_content=DAFSSv4WMQE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.etrust.org.uk/routes-into-stem-read-more


Willow Parenting Group 
The Willow Parenting Group is a space for parents and carers whose children have 

been affected by criminal or sexual exploitation or who are worried their children 

could be at risk. Guest speakers come each month. The meetings are held at the Southside Youth 

Hub.   Below is their leaflet giving further information. 

Sendias Bathnes  

 
Sendias Bathnes are currently recruiting for more volunteers to join our busy team.    

 

Jane Kemp 

Volunteer Co-ordinator 

Sendias Bathnes 

Providing the SEND Information, Advice and Support      

Service for 

Bath & North East Somerset 

 

Direct Line:   01225 39506 

Mobile: 07855 966117 



We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are not the responsibility of Beechen Cliff 

School.  

 

Be More Ben – a local charity based in the South West who support families that have experienced 

bereavement of a child. 
 

More information about their story and services are on their website: https://bemoreben.org/ 
 

Chloe Snook 

Pronouns: She/Her/Hers  

Area Panel Coordinator, Alternative Learning Team 

Education Inclusion Service, Bath & North East Somerset Council 

Community Links 

https://bemoreben.org/


 

INTRODUCING GROW FOR LIFE 

 
As a mum of teenagers, a local GP and now recently appointed director of 

Grow for Life, I am   passionate about the benefits of gardening on             

individual mental wellbeing and the promotion of a caring community      

culture. 

 

Grow for Life is a local social & therapeutic horticulture charity.  We are 

based at the Walled Garden in Newton St Loe and are excited to be          

partnering with Boys in Mind and Beechen Cliff School to offer termly      

sessions to Key Stage 3 boys to promote mental wellbeing and                

Community.  These sessions will be supervised by Jim Cumpson and a 

team of staff and we hope the boys involved will share the benefits of their 

time in our garden through a blog or within this newsletter. 

 

As a charity we offer gardening sessions to individuals who may be          

suffering with isolation, depression, anxiety and low self-esteem and we 

seek to nurture these individuals so they can flourish and live life to the 

full.  For more details see our website, www.growforlife.org.uk or check 

out our  instagram @grow_for_life_  

 

We would love to invite you to our Apple Pressing day on the 14th         

October 2023, 10-2pm. It’s a fun event for all the family where you’ll 

have the opportunity to pick apples and be part of the process of juicing 

them and have the opportunity to take a bottle of apple juice away with 

you!  

 

Warm best wishes and thanks, 

 

Alex Eldridge 

Director 

Grow for Life 

 

M 07736903034 

growforlife.org.uk 

 

http://www.growforlife.org.uk/
mailto:instagram%20@grow_for_life_
http://growforlife.org.uk/


https://www.lucramortgages.co.uk/


 

Spotters Hockey Camps will run in the October Half Term 

and Christmas holidays:- 

Main camps: 

23 & 24 October 2023 

18 & 19 December 2023 

 

High Performing Camp 

27 October 2023 

20 December 2023 

 

Spotter Hockey provide coaching for ages 7-16: 

Beginners and Improvers (ages 7-10), 

Developers and Emerging Performers (ages 11-12), and 

Performers looking to progress (ages 12-16)  

 

Their separate HPC is for players looking to work at stretch aged 14-18 - and wanting to be prepared       

and/or be nominated for the 23/24 or be prepared for 24/25 EHB Talent Academy round. Spotters Hockey is a 

recognised referral route for the EHB Talent Academy run by Team Bath Buccaneers.  

Spotters Hockey High Performing Camp  




