
8th February 2024 

Calendar 

 Thursday 8th February 

Bands Night—5.30pm in Main Hall 
  

Thursday 8th—Friday 16th February  

USA Ski Trip 
  

Friday 9th February 

Last day of Term  
  

Monday 19th February 

Easter Term starts  
 

Thursday 22nd February  

Year 12 and 13—visit to Hampton Court 
Palace 
 

Friday 23rd—Saturday 24th February 

Ten Tors Dartmouth 1 
 

Monday 26th February 

Year 10 Bath Royal Literary and Scientific 

Institution 
 

Monday 26th February—Friday 1st March 

Year 11 Mock Week 2 
 

Saturday 2nd March 

PTA—Second Hand Uniform Sale                

10 am –12noon—Clubhouse 
 

Monday 4th March— Friday 8th March 

Year 13 Mock Week 2  

National Careers Week 
 

Friday 22nd March 

Auction of Promises 

Message from the Headteacher  
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week our Theme of the Week in tutor time has been 

Safer Internet Day. Keeping safe online remains a            

significant issue for young people and we are committed 

to empowering our pupils to make safe choices and to be 

aware of the many pitfalls of internet use for young          

people. 
 

We would also encourage all parents to engage with their 

children about their online activities and both the benefits 

and risks of the online world and recommend this website 

to help provide useful advice on a range of safer internet 

topics: https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/

parents-and-carers. 
 

Later this academic year we have online safety expert, Karl 

Hopwood, visiting us to speak with pupils and he will also 

be running an evening session for parents. More                

information will be provided in due course. 
 

As we approach the end of a busy term I am amazed how 

much has been achieved. 
 

Over the last week, in addition to the normal timetabled 

curriculum, we have had numerous revision sessions and 

Year 11 and 13 pupils have also received their exam entry 

statements for this summer. 
 

In addition we had a music trip to Kingswood to play the 

organ, Ten Tors training in the Black Mountains, sports 

fixtures in football, hockey, indoor cricket, table tennis and 

tennis and finally the USA ski trip departed today and this 

evening is our Bands Night. 

 

 

 

Maximillian Priest in  

rehearsals today 

 



 

Members of the school community also presented some of our work at the B&NES Race Equality Charter 

Progress Webinar along with colleagues from other local schools. 

 

Looking ahead, next term brings the second round of mock exams for Year 11 pupils and Year 13 students 

and a multitude of events and activities. 

 

In the meantime I wish you all a good half term break. 

 

 

 

 

T.D. Markall 

Headteacher 

 



Key Notices 

REPORTING ALL  PUPIL  ABSENCES 
All absences from School including late arrivals and medical appointments are 

to be reported to School promptly.   

Please take note of the following correct direct contact details.  

Lower School Pupils  

To report a Lower School absence please call the School direct on 01225 485222  OR email the lower 

school  attendance at  attendance@beechencliff.org.uk.  

Sixth Form Students  

For a Sixth Form student absence please call the School direct on 01225 485221 OR you can email Sixth 

Form attendance at  sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk 

PLANNED ABSENCES 

For planned absences please complete an absence request form found on the school website and          

return it to the attendance office or to  attendance@beechencliff.org.uk 

Driving pupils to school and pupil drop offs 

Wherever possible we encourage pupils to walk to school or to use public transport. 

We understand that on some occasions parents need to drive their children to school. If this is 

the case we would be grateful if pupils could be dropped off on Bear Flat (Majestic Wine has 

agreed for the space   outside their store being used) to reduce traffic and to improve safety on 

the Avenues.  

If parents need to drive up the Avenues we would request the following: 
 

 Please respect the unofficial one way  system; Up Shakespeare Avenue and down Kipling  

Avenue. 

 Please keep to the 20mph speed limit. 

 Please use the marked parking bays rather than stopping /parking on Zig zag yellow lines 

outside the school gate. 
 

Thank you for your support to reduce traffic and improve safety in the local area for the benefit 

of our pupils and the local  community. 

  

Mr K Mann 

Assistant Headteacher  

  

mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FFqe1Q6GgkjesgDqznNyx4qghbriwayda8W9VBWX-qo/edit
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk


Menu of the week 19th February 
 

Monday: Chicken Chorizo and Kidney Bean Cas-

serole, Smoked Cheese and Leek Quiche (W,D) 

Tuesday: Pasta Bolognese (W), Veggie Cottage Pie 

Wednesday: Roast Chicken, Celeriac and Potato 

Bake 

Thursday: Beef Stroganoff, Bombay Aloo 

Friday: Fish Finger Bap with Tartare Sauce (W), 

Pesto and Roasted Pepper Risotto 

 

Can I also ask that all accounts are topped up at all 

times to avoid disappointment. 

 

Thank you 

 

Dan Keal 

Chef 

 

 

 

 

Vacancies at Beechen Cliff 
 

 

Head of Languages 

https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/head-of-languages-1398974 

Closing date: Monday 19th February 
 

School Cleaner 

https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/school-cleaner-1400941 

Closing date: Monday 19th February 

(W) = Contains Wheat Products 

(D) = Contains Dairy Products 

(V) = Vegan alternative  

Year 11 and Year 13 second round of Mock Exams 
 

Year 11 and Year 13 will soon be completing their second set of Mock Examinations. 
 

The Year 11 Mock examination week takes place  in the week commencing 26th February. 

Please see the Year 11 Mock Examination Timetable.  There will be no study leave during the week. 

Year 11 pupils will be in normal lessons unless they are in an examination. All normal school rules 

and expectations will apply. I will be writing to parents with further details shortly. 

The Year 13 Mock examination week takes place in the week commencing 4th March.  

Please see the Year 13 Mock Examination Timetable. Ms Mather will be writing to Year 13 parents 

with more information. 

Andrew Seal 

Deputy Headteacher - Curriculum and Assessment 

https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/head-of-languages-1398974
https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/school-cleaner-1400941
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UOETHeBvK7dg3rkCA3uryhFXyrqjVl9d/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BirzfG0xhH1xds3In5LJuJavygSpdjHn/view


Knife Crime Awareness Event for Parents and Carers  

https:/KnifeCrimeAwareEventWrithlington.eventbrite.co.uk
https://knifecrimeawarehayesfield.eventbrite.co.uk/
https:/bcssp.bathnes.gov.uk/vru
https://knifecrimeawarenesscameley.eventbrite.co.uk/


LIBRARY NEWS 

Author Visit: A.F. Steadman 

Last Thursday, were delighted to welcome author 

A.F. Steadman to Beechen Cliff. A.F. Steadman 

spoke to a packed sports hall full of our Y7 boys and 

Y5 and Y6 pupils from St Philips and Oldfield Park 

Junior School. There was a lovely buzz in the air as 

the primary school children arrived and the            

excitement continued when A.F. Steadman             

introduced herself and her brilliant series of books 

about     Skandar and his adventures with bloodthirsty, magical unicorns.  

 

We found out about the author’s journey from training to be a lawyer to         

writing books and she read out extracts from her novels. We then worked          

together to create a new unicorn character which A.F. Steadman said might  

appear in one of her future books. Look out for Blood Blast, the red air-element 

unicorn, ridden by his rider, Lucas. Lucas was delighted that his name was  

voted the best, especially as he has already read both the Skandar books! 

 

A.F. Steadman also found time to drop in to our Upper 6th English Literature 

Class where they grilled her with questions about her time at Cambridge University. They were    

interested to learn that she was supported financially by a scholarship and that she had studied 

both law and languages. They also talked about the process of writing and publication and             

feedback from the students suggested that this session had been really useful and eye-opening. A 

fabulous experience for all involved. 

The Library is For Everyone!  Keep Reading!    

Laura Bridge lbridge@beechencliff.org.uk 

mailto:lbridge@beechencliff.org.uk


Extra Curricular 

 

Beechen Cliff Three Peaks          

Challenge   

Friday 28th JUNE to Monday 1st JULY 
 

The Beechen Cliff Three Peaks Challenge is one of the many endurance challenges offered to          

students.  It involves the ascent of the three highest mountains in Scotland, Wales and England, 

without undue stopping for rest or sustenance.   The Challenge, taking place over a three and a half 

day period will include one days travel to the first mountain and half a day from the last mountain 

to home,  driving  1200 miles,  ascending over 3000 metres  and walking a  distance walked              

exceeding an Olympic marathon.  

 

Whilst it is a challenge that will test the ‘metal’ of all participants, it is a group activity and team 

work is vital if the challenge is to be completed in the true spirit of adventure.  Beechen Cliff still           

remains one of the few schools in the United Kingdom to undertake such an arduous                     

challenge.  This is possible as we have the expertise and experience in successfully organising this 

type of activity and we have a dedicated team willing literally to go the extra mile. This challenge is 

as always an awesome and unforgettable adventure.  

 

If you are interested you will need to complete the online Consent / Medical form.  

USE THIS LINK https://forms.gle/L6f2pNHJA5ku8R6L8 

 

There is a maximum of 28 places available, so please complete the form as soon as you can.                 

Further information and a kit list are available from Mr Brewer in Humanities. The total cost for the 

adventure is £395. 

 

This challenge is only open to years 10, 11 and the sixth form. 

 

Access to pay the £100 deposit via ParentPay will be given after the form has been completed.  This 

will finally secure your place. The remaining £295 balance will need to be paid before Friday 24th 

May  2024 to enable us to book and secure all necessary accommodation before the event.  

 

 

Dave Brewer 

Richard Stewart         

Three Peaks Challenge Organisers 2024 

Extra Curricular Clubs and Activities  

A list of the Clubs and Activities for Terms 3 and 4 is available on the school website. 

You can also follow this link  

 

Mr Kant Mann 

Assistant Headteacher 

https://forms.gle/L6f2pNHJA5ku8R6L8
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Clubs-and-Activities-Terms-3-and-4-2023-2024.pdf


https://nationalcollege.com/guides/monkey?utm_campaign=WakeUpWednesday&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=293115141&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_e5IR1_K-uOGlwN-9-v_OlVHvB4iV8zKhpjwk1Q9qWpGKYQfC6YQMvkFPv0rCoZ8sT-H7blt9s0iMdYTva2We9zfVu_utn_0OngLMWRprRG6hVTis&utm_content=293115141&u


Hospitality and Catering 
 

This week our Year 10 Hospitality & Catering classes 

have been working on their Choux Pastry. They were 

tasked with making the pastry in 

one lesson, then filling and          

decorating in their second lesson  

of the week. 

 

 

 

K Gallagher 

Design and Technology 

Design and Technology  

Design Challenge 

Years 7-9 have been participating in a Design          

Challenge in their Design and Technology lessons this 

week. Working in Houses, they have been tasked to 

'design and make' to problem solve within their two 

hours of lessons this week. Here are some Year 7 

Cardboard Chairs and Year 8 Cardboard Bridges. 

 

K Gallagher 

Design and Technology 

 



West Side Story  

25th—28th March 24 

Our  school production of West 

Side Story, is taking place in                   

collaboration with Hayesfield and 

Bath Theatre School from 25th to 28th 

March at the Roper Theatre at  

Hayesfield.  

Tickets van be booked via this link  

Bath Theatre School 

Term Dates Reminder 

Term Dates for 2023/2024 are listed on our website  

 https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/parents/term-dates/ 

Blue Stockings staring Rory McDonald  
 

One of our talented Sixth Form students, Rory           

McDonald, has a leading role in the production of Blue 

Stockings, a play based around the story of 4 women 

who are fighting for the right for women to graduate 

from university in the 19th Century. 

 

Blue Stockings played to audiences at Kingswood        

Theatre, Bath this week (Tuesday, Wednesday and this 

evening).  

 

 

Miss K Mather 

Head of Sixth Form 

https://baththeatreschool.com/tickets/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/parents/term-dates/


SPORTNG NEWS 

SPORTS 

Table Tennis  

Table tennis fixtures took place against Ralph Allen and St Marks 

over the last week. 
 

On February 1st KS3 A, B and C teams and a Year 10 team             

competed in matches in the gym at Beechen Cliff School. Over 60 

matches were played in good spirits and it was a great                    

atmosphere. 
 

In the end the KS3 A team completed a 12 - 4 victory with Ralph 

Allen the victors in the other fixtures. Well done to all pupils who took part. 
 

On 6th February a Year 8/9 team and a Year 7 team competed away against St Marks. 

The nine boys that travelled to the fixture were exceptional ambassadors for The School in their       

attitude and performance. Out of the 44 singles and doubles matches that were played the Year 7 

team were victorious by 18 games to 4 (234 points to 149), whereas the Year 8 team won 21-1 (239 

points to 83).  Congratulations to Jacob, Josh, Isaac and Adrian in the Year 7 team and Henry, Rufus, 

Hugh, Cyrus and Connnah in the Year 8 team for all of their efforts. 

 

With the burgeoning popularity of 

the sport and the additional coach-

ing that has been taking place with 

external coach Mr Karpinski, we are 

really hopeful of more fixtures and 

tournament entries for a range of 

pupils in different year groups. 

 

 

Mr T Markall and Mr K Morris 



Fixtures for week commencing  19th February 24 (correct at time of publication) 

Please visit Beechen Cliff Sports page  for up to date information 

Year 7 Hockey Squad for Thursday—Avon County                 

Tournament 
 

Ellis took part in the Avon Schools county championship on  Saturday, 

travelling to Taunton airfield.  We believe he was the only                      

representative from Beechen Cliff at this level. 

  

Representing the County is an fabulous achievement . Well done Ellis! 

 

 

Kevin  Morris 

Assistant Head Teacher  

 Fixture 

Start time/

kick off 

Meet      

time Transport 

Finish/

Return 

time 

Monday 19th       

February      

      

Tuesday 20th         

February 

U15 hockey v Stonar (a) 14:30    

U12a v U12b football (h-astro) 15:30 15:15 n/a  

1st XI football v Chew Valley (a) 14:15 12:45 MB  

      

Wednesday 21st 

February 

BCS 7s @ Chippenham RFC     

U13a v U13b football (h) 15:30 15:15 n/a  

Year 7 Parents Evening     

      

Thursday 22nd 

February 

1st & 2nd XI footbal v Dauntseys (h) 14:45 14:00 n/a  

U13 hockey @ Monkton     

1st & 2nd netball v Stonar (a) 14:00/15:00 13:00/14:00 MB  

      

Friday  23rd         

February      

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374


 

One of our parents has recommended the website HappyMaps, a 

website on children's mental health collating sensible and profes-

sional advice on common problems.  

 

Given the prevalence of mental health and anxiety issues we thought it was worth sharing in case it 

is useful. 

 

We particularly like this page, which provides practical tips for improving wellbeing based on a 

simple survey: Get your free Mind Plan, with 5 simple questions to get your personalised mental 

health action plan, with tips and advice to help you look after your mental health and wellbeing. It 

generates a personalised plan based on the information you provide. 

 

If you want help to deal with anxiety or low mood, tips to reduce stress or advice on how to fall 

asleep faster and sleep better, start the quiz above 

 

Thanks, 

Mike Ambrose 

Deputy Headteacher Pastoral 

 

One in four of us will experience a mental health 

problem, but many still feel isolated, ashamed and 

unable to open up on their lived experience. The 

‘Time to Change’ was co-founded by ‘Mental 

Health UK’s partner charity ‘Rethink Mental        

Illness’ to end mental health discrimination. Time 

to Talk Day encourages everyone to be more open 

about mental health – to talk, to listen, to change 

lives. 

As a lead school for local mental health charity ‘Boys in Mind (Girls Mind Too)’ we are delighted to 

share this excellent short film where boys and young men start a conversation about how to talk 

about their feelings. Boys and young men typically struggle to talk about their emotions and       

especially with other significant male role models in their lives. This is why we are delighted that 

so many young boys and men seek counselling support at Beechen Cliff School and get help to 

learn what works for them at a very early age - gaining an invaluable and personal mental health 

‘toolkit’ for life.  

https://boysinmind.co.uk/film-how-to-start-a-conversation/ 

We wish you all a well deserved rest over the half term break. We would be delighted if you could 

find some time to share this very short film with your children. 

 

The Wellbeing Team  

Wellbeing 

https://www.happymaps.co.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/mental-wellbeing-tips/your-mind-plan-quiz/
https://boysinmind.co.uk/film-how-to-start-a-conversation/


Careers 

 Bristol Routes into STEM 

Careers Newsletter 

The Careers Newsletter (Edition 6)  is published weekly alongside this school newsletter.   

If you would like any further support or information please let me know careers@beechencliff.org.uk 

 

Mrs Emma Pascoe 

Head of Careers  

mailto:careers@beechencliff.org.uk


We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are not the              

responsibility of Beechen Cliff School.  

Community Links 



Bloomfield Botanticals —Elderberries 

for cold and flu 

When I started exploring the power of 
plants, I found myself drawn to the ways I 
can use common kitchen ingredients like 
ginger, cinnamon,  cardamom, cloves,     
juniper berries, garlic, ginger, horseradish, 
rose hips and more to support wellness. 
And, here I am using zero chemicals        
making Spice Elderberry Syrup, Enhanced 
Elderberry Tincture and Elderberry Fire 
Cider and Oxymel – all are packed with  
immune supportive,  anti—viral,           
anti– bacterial, vitamin rich properties . 
 
If you like the sound of 
it follow me on Insta-
gram , or visit The 
Farmers Market at 
Green Park Station 
each Saturday. 

 

https://instagram.com/bloomfield_botanicals?igshid=OGQ5ZDc2ODk2ZA==
https://instagram.com/bloomfield_botanicals?igshid=OGQ5ZDc2ODk2ZA==




 

 

 

Francis DIY is an Independent DIY and Hardware 
shop on Moorland Road.  A family run business,   
established since 1966 Road – serving the local 
community of Oldfield Park for 57 years! 

 Local, Independant Business 
 Free Local Delivery 
 Expert Product Advice 
 Open 7 Days 


