Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,

We have come to the end of the academic year with a busy final week of term including a very
successful Activities Week.

| am very grateful to Mr Morris who has organised the week and provided so many different activities
and opportunities on site, in the local area and also trips abroad. | am also appreciative of Mrs
Pascoeds efforts to coordinate Work Experience

This weekobés newsletter celebrates many of the
and also includes some important information for parents. So plese do take time to look through it.

At this time of year we also have to say farewell to departing colleagues, some after a significant length
of service to Beechen Cliff but all having made a valuable contribution to our school community.

Mr Mann is stepping back from his Assistant Headteacher role after an amazing 32 years of service to
Beechen Cliff and will be teaching languages part time next year.

Mrs Merrett, Head of Languages, having taught at Beechen CIiff for 27 years will be leaving her
current role but still supporting Beechen CIiff as part of her Trust Languages Lead role.

Other colleagues are leaving to further their careers with other schools and some are pursuing a new
pathway:

Mr Abbott, Mr Wall, Mr Maxwell, Mrs Gormley, Mr Richards, Miss Higgs, Mr Westoby, Miss Flynn,
Mr Petrie, Mr Glossop, Mrs Lewis, Miss Hedger, Mrs Smart

We are very grateful for all they have brought to our school over the years and wish them all the very
best for the future.

We look forward to welcoming a number of new colleagues in September and you will have the
opportunity to meet them in due course.

Over the summer holidays the site team will be undertaking maintenance across the site, work on the n
toilet block will continue and some upgrades to the food room will take place with the aim of these bein
ready for use in September.



For those receiving exam results in the summer we really hope they get the grades they are hoping for &
all their hard work.

A Level exam results will be available to collect in the Main Hall from 9am on 15th August and GCSE
exam results will be available to collect in the Main Hall from 9.30am on 22nd August.

At the end of what has been a very positive year | would like to thank all parents and carers for all your
support throughout the year and | wish you all an enjoyable summer.

We look forward to welcoming pupils back to school in September.

T.D. Madodl |

T. D. Markall

Headteacher

***ADDITIONAL INSET ***

. Please be advised that an additional INSEWednesday 27th November 2és been§
. approved by the Trustees . This has been added to the Term Dates on the School
. website. ;



Key Notices

Start of Term Arrangements

Monday 2nd SeptembelNSET Day

Tuesday 3rd Septembeétirst day for pupils in Yeal
7, 11 and 12. Rupils new to Beechen CIiff in Yi€ar
to also attend in the mayning

Wednesday 4th Septembétirst day for pupils in
Years 8, 9, 10 and 13

We will be writing to parents in August to confirmj

arrangements for these first few days of the new

T. D. Markall
Headteacher

Calendar

Friday 19th July
Summer Term ends at 12.30pm

5 8 Thursday 15th August
A Level Results Day

Thursday 22nd August
GCSE Results Day

Monday 2nd September
ermiNSET DAY

Tuesday 3rd September
Autumn Term commences

Thursday 12th September

Final Progress Reports
Dear Parents and Carers,
The progress reports féear 7 and 8 are available t

Open Evening for Prospective Year 7 pupils and
Parents 68pm

Thursday 19th September

ol Open Morning for prospective Year 7 Pupils and

view on Talaxy. Year 9 and 10 reports are available their Parents (-41.30am)

to view early next week. Are they all on now

If you need any support accessing the reports, pleas

emailcrussell@beechencliff.org.uk

Well done to all of our pupils for their efforts and
commitment to their studies this year. | wish them
all a very good summer holiday.

Mr A Seal
Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum and Assessmen

eSaturday 19th October
Sixth Form open Morning (9a&thpm)

Thursday 24th October
End of Autumn Term for Pupils

Friday 25th October
INSET DAY

t)) Monday 2nd November
Start of Term 2

New Homework Policy

Dear Parents/Carers,

As you know, we undertook a homework review earlier this year. We spoke to pupils, parents and tdachers
about their views on homework and what they wanted homework to achieve. There was a wide range of
opinion on the subject, and we have used both the feedback we received, alongside our aims and amnbitions
our pupils to rewrite our homework policy. We hope that the new policy will help our pupils to consoljdate
their learning, build and apply their knowledge and receive some feedback from their teachers prior fo sitting
end of unit assessments. Please have a read of the updated policy, which will be implemented from|Septem
here:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1llihwZP-ogvd4r0gqYpVJ509uPnVIHGKOyU7SIXAOc/edit?
usp=sharing

Sophie Sullivan

AssistantHeadteacher, T&L



mailto:crussell@beechencliff.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lIihwZP_e-qwd4r0qqYpVJ5O9uPnVfHGK0yU7SlXAOc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lIihwZP_e-qwd4r0qqYpVJ5O9uPnVfHGK0yU7SlXAOc/edit?usp=sharing

Examination Result$ Auqust 2024

Results from public examinations will be available for collection in the Main School Hall at the
following times:

A level

Upper Sixth (A level and equivalent restilt§hursday 15th August 202#om 9am until 10.30am in
the Main School Hall. The Sixth Form team will be on hand to help with queries and advice ab
next steps until 12 noon.

Al | A Level results for students in the Lo

GCSE

GCSE and equivalent results (YearilIhursday 22nd August 20Z4om 9:30ardl1am in main
School Hall

Al ot her GCSE results for students not in

Results via email

It is recommended that results are collected in person. However, if a student wishes to receive
results by email this must be-areanged with the Examinations Office, dmel student must make
the request for results to be emaijedt a parent or carer

Results will then be emailed to the studen
on Results Day. If a student wishes a parent or another adult to collect results on their behalf,
student must send an emailegwams@beechencliff.organkhe person collecting must bring a letter

out

wer

[their

on Results Day signed by the student stating the name of the person to collect. This person must bring

photo ID on the day.

Enquiries following Results Days

Examinations staff will be available on Results Days for advice and guidance and can be contacted by

email toexams@beechencliff.orgwith urgent enquiries about results on weekdays from Thursday

15th August. Full details of our Post Results Services can be viewed on our WegbSHEe/at evel
ExamsIimportant Information- Beechen Cliff School Bath

Mrs J Cotterell
Examinations Officer



mailto:exams@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:exams@beechencliff.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/exams-assessment/exam-board-info-2-2/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/exams-assessment/exam-board-info-2-2/
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As we approach the summer holidays, we want to remind students of some W
important tips to help stay safe and make the most of your break. Whether \

travelling, spending time with friends, or relaxing at home, it's essential to l.. .
safety in mind.

Online Safety

Protect Your Information: Avoid sharing personal information like your address, phone number, or

school details online.

Think Before You Post: Once something is on
you share on social media.

Beware of Scams: Be cautious of messages ofr
links or give out personal information.

Physical Safety

Stay Hydrated: Drink plenty of water, espegqa
sunscreen, wear a hat, and seek shade duri
and about, always be aware of your surroundings. Stickditbamellpopulated areas.

Social Safety
Pl an Ahead: Let someone know where youore
get home.

w

Stay Connected: Keep your phone charged and have important contacts saved for emergencies
Respect Boundaries: Always respect others' personal space and boundaries. If you feel uncomf
any situation, itbés okay to | eave.

Mental Wellbeing

Take Breaks: |l t6s okay to step away from sc
enjoy.
Stay Active: Physical activity can boost yoa

sport, a walk, or dancing.

Reach Out: I f you're feeling overwhel med or
friends, family, or a trusted adult.

Water Safety

bE

rtable

Buddy System: Always swim with a friend. The buddy system ensures that someone is always there to

help in case of an emergency.

Supervision: Even confident swimmers should have someone supervising when they swim, especially |

open water.

Avoid Alcohol and Drugs: Emphasize the importance of staying sober when swimming. Alcohol
drugs impair judgment and coordination, increasing the risk of accidents. Check Water Depth:
check the depth of the water before diving. Diving into shallow water can cause serious injuries.

Be Aware of Weather Conditions: Bad weather can make swimming dangerous. Avoid swimmin

nd
lways

yin

storms or strong winds. Understand Currents and Tides: Be aware of the risks of rip currents, tides, ar

underwater hazards.

Mr M Ambrose
Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral)




Summer Holidays Selfcare

The summer holidays can be a time to relax, recharge and take &lbweeaker, somgoung people
may struggle with the loss of structure and not seeing their friends every day.

ltés i mportant that we all/l |l ook after our |men
great time to develop good salfe habits, so that when term starts again, you have techniques you can
turn to in stressful times.

Selfcare is al/l about what you can do to help Vo
way that we can look after our own mental health and wellbeing.

Everyoneo6s -aamewillook differerit. ®Whas veotks for you might not work for others.
There are lots of different sedfre strategies so you can try out different ones until you find something
that works for you.

This resource walks young people through a series of steps, helping them create a eetialpthaelf
that works for them.

The plan helps young people identify actiwviti
adaptable on a weekly or monthly basis, so that it can fit differing schedules or priorities.

The suggested activities in the plan are split into different categories, including:
physical activities

emotional activities

social activities

practical activities

Download the Seffare plan here

Mr M Ambrose
Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral)

PTA Thanks

Over the last year the PTA has raised over £15,000 to support the school. This has included financial
support for sports, THFCwm, digital screens in classrooms, the allotment for Year 9 DofE, the Grow
for Life Project and much more.

We are very grateful for the tip&rents and other volunteers give to support school events and raise
money for the school. It really makes a differethamk you.

The PTA are looking for additionablunteers t@ontribute in whatevarapacity thegan. Please do
get in touch with thechool if you would like to support or find out maorrmation..

T.D. Markall
Headteacher


https://d1uw1dikibnh8j.cloudfront.net/media/18660/my-self-care-plan-secondaryfe.pdf
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Year 7 Report 2023/24

When considering what to write here regarding the manyir Y Cwm experience. Rhodri, Mannie and Harry regort
and varied achievements of our wonderful Year 7 cohotthieir proudest achievements as being great tutees ang for
decided | would ask the experts themselves. What follawaking Mr Higgins laugh. Caleb, Arthur and Louie arg
is a snapshot of their proudest moments; proud of being great ambassadors for our school and
hrowing themselves into our Grow for Life project.
% noit is proud of being a winner at the Science Fair nnd
it

Marcel, Joe, George, Arthur and Mo have represented
school in football. Sam and Jasper have really enjoye
learning French and are proud of their test results and
Albie is proud to have been offered the opportunity to

study a second language in year 8. Oskar is proud of This, | hope, gives you a flavour of what a successful and
getting lots of good grades, Ben and Oscar for their engacked year the pupils have had.

of year test results and Milan is proud of getting lots of | am proud of every single one of them for succinctly]nd

Il of the boys that performed at the Bath Abbey repo
as a proud moment.

positives. To_bln, VEsli Qanny s W|I||gm SEIE thelrin their own individual ways becoming valued and val@able
proudest achievements this year are making so many N¥mbers of our school community. | am already looking

friends. Will is proud of being really kind and sensitive Brward to watching them continue to build on their solid

Bilniers elifel Jeis s e of_how ajuiehdsy he. "?a”.“ hi_s Wa¥sundations and to flourish as they progress through their
around the school. Dylan is proud of participating in a school careers

hockey tournament. Oli and Sam are proud of their

achievements on the cricket pitch and so many including

Zeb, Otis, Frank and Joel are particularly proud of all thﬁirl\/lilland
rugby successes. Seb, Danny and Freddie have great

attendance of which they are rightly proud. Rupertis Head of Year 7
proud of going on so many trips and Cailen, Lucas, Dylan

and Alex are proud of throwing themselves into the whole

Year 8 Report 2023/24

Year 8 is often the equwalent of the difficult second they are becoming the peop|e we know they can be.
album, but the current crop of pupils have proven that yitimately, we are all judged on the people we

their success last year was no flash in the pan and they g and this is why so much emphasis is put on their
certainly no ondit wonders. At the start of the year | character.

challenged the boys to be the best they can be at the

things that require no ability, just effort, and this has beegy inig point | would normally say that | am very much
the goal that | set for them this year. It may not always |ooking forward to seeing them progress next year, and
have been a smooth ride, (when were teenage years evghiist this is absolutely the case, it will no longer be my
straightforward?) but it has been so rewarding to watch (e to do so as their Head of Year. The baton is being

these boys mature, grow and show the qualities that theyassed on to Mr Utton, someone who knows these bays
all possess, all whilst finding their way through the trialsgq \ye| and who will continue to give the boys the tools
and tribulations of life. More than anything, | have they need to succeed. It has been a wonderful year with
watched them demonstrate their compassion and ‘many highlights, but it is in the day to day working with
empathy on so many occasions. It is perhaps easy 1o pifie poys where | have found the most job satisfaction
out the stanebut performers by academic performance, \ypjist being far from the finished articles, each and every
effort in class or by how many clubs they participate in, yne of them is a diamond in their own rightam sure

but itis as a collective that | have been most impressedyney will all have a catalogue of their own Greatest Hits in
Underpinned by the unrelenting efforts of a fantastic setiha near future.

of tutors, the boys have bought into everything we have
tried to do and whilst impossible to measure, there is a \1r ¢ Hall

tangible feeling that Head of Year 8



Year 9 Report 2023/24
The Year 9's have also had a very successful year for

Reflecting on this academic year, | have been reallys, ot this year, with 96 pupils representing the
pleased to notice the progress of our Year 9 pupils. school across a variety of sports, including: Rugby,
In what is an important year as they take steps to-  Fqothall, Hockey, Cricket, Tennis, Athletics, Table
ward their GCSEs they have shown progress with Tennis. Not only has the participation in sport been
their learning and approach to lessons. This is high-gg high, but the boys have performed incredibly well,
lighted by the 14,302 positive points entered by \yinning both the Somerset cup in rugby and
teachers this year. These are issued for meeting oufgotpall, competing against some very strong schools.
core values of aspiration, compassion, independ-  The year 9s have shown they have breadth in their
ence and respect. sporting ability with a number of our pupils also
representing BANES at the Avon athletics

Beyond the classroom pupils have also impressed. competition. Furthermore, a big shoutout to some o
This year saw approximately 90 pupils participate inthe Year 9 Southampton football academy players,
the Bronze Duke of Edmburgh Award. In Comp|et_ who were selected to attend England and Ireland
ing this award pupils learn new skills, volunteer andtraining camps over the past year. We wish them alf
work in groups to Comp|ete both a practice and the best with their progression throughout the
qualifier expedition. On both of these expeditions ~forthcoming seasons.

pupils were an absolute credit to themselves and

the school; with staff, volunteers and members of |, symmary, a year to be proud of for all of our

the public keen to pass on their positive words Year 9 pupils. | sincerely hope they have +illest
about the year group. This year also saw some Year 5nd funfilled summer holiday, and they return

96s attempt theadalengeur i gdady fohiiklcHaRiy8 & Year 10 and their
where pupils endeavour to walk 100 miles in 48 GCSEs.

hours. | hope more pupils throw themselves into
this part of school life next year, with more and
more opportunities becoming available as they Mr A Firth

move into Year 10.
Head of Year 9

Year 10 Report 2023/24

Coming to the end of the fir 9
this past academic year . Beed
that started the year were highlighted at the first Ignite Day in
September 2023.

The transition from year 9 to year 10 is for some a big step up bu
pupils have coped well and the Year 10 tutors and | have been
impressed with them. The transition has meant a new timetable
by them to reflect where their future may lie, it has meant studyif
towards their final GCSE exams and sitting their end of year exal®
the Sports Barn or Small Exams Centre.

The big focus since December has been the work experience we
July. The pupils have contacted companies and completed all d__
via an online app to ensure they have a placement and | am ple g
that the majority have a fantastic opportunity to experience the = S
workplace. This process is good preparation for the applications®
will start in October for post 16 courses and it may provide furthn"-_.
opportunities for work in the future. 5



Challenge. These challenges promote our core values a§

am sure the boys have learnt a lot about themselves alofSi ‘ ,
way and set them up for further opportunities in year 11 T e -
beyond. ‘ dnd i

AaLAA NI
The photography faculty noted pupils who have put in arfee @it
exceptional performance over the year, going above and
beyond what has been expected of them. Others have N
attended the Photography Club to further their skillsinm e
advanced techniques such as shooting and developing fiffiy: = ———
There have been sometstanding pupils in Art this year.
They have shown us how dedicated they are to the subj
been incredibly skilled in their application and have im-
pressed us with their focus and ability. All students ha
been afraid to take on a challenge, learn new skills and

themselves to achieve the best possible outcomes.

In sport, the rugby team became double champions taki' Sy
the County and National Vase titles. The final at Sarace| S JLEE2
will be a memory for all those who were part of the day «
the support from the other year 10s was fantastic. In cri
and football, the year 10 teams became County champi
their respective competitions and are looking forward to
taking this form into the National competitions next year;.

The ice skating trip with the other Bath Hub schools was
great way to get to know other boys and girls outside of
school and we hope to organise further year group trips
year 11.

exams in 10 monthsod ti me §
their Head of Year into year 11 and shall look forward to#
continuing the support into this new year for them all.

Mr P Macdonald
Head of Year 10
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https://www.moorlandroadcommunitylibrary.com/
https://mrbsemporium.com/
https://www.toppingbooks.co.uk/
https://www.theoldfieldparkbookshop.co.uk/
https://www.theoldfieldparkbookshop.co.uk/

Summer Read
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https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/digital-facilities-and-resources
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/join-library-network
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/join-library-network
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Beechen-Cliff-Canon-Reading-List.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/podcasts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p0d0mj5v
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p0d0mj5v
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p09by3yy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p09by3yy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p0gwnyjd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p0gwnyjd
https://bathfestivals.org.uk/childrens-literature/
https://bathfestivals.org.uk/childrens-literature/

Music

It has been an exciting, busy and productive term for the mus
department.

Throughout term 5, 10 pupils: James H, Ned G, Nathan M, Hs&
D, Zach C, Max S, Benjy F, Joe C, Jacob M and Ash M were &

involved in workshops and rehearsals for a project involving §
secondary schools across the city. This culminated in the pupg
composing, rehearsing and performing 4 songs which were
performed as part of the opening night of the Bath festival on -
Friday 11th May at Bath Abbey. The following night, they san(_
of the songs at The Forum with a full size symphony orchestr
part of a concert where the main repertoire was Film Music. T
was an exciting experience for all pupils and they thoroughly §
enjoyed the whole process.

This project, once again, brought all the music departments f
the various secondary schools together which was a great exj
in itself and we look forward to

more collaborative projects next Yoar 7 Your 8 Your 9 Yoer 10
year.
Henry O—Guitar Lukas D— Piano Jake E—Guirar f:i ?_’ ':;f:‘l::["‘“

The last few weeks have seen the T

2024 Young Mu sician Com D etitiol Jacob M — Saxophone | Temini E~Bass Guitar Nozh F-Saxophone | = 2

taking place. After a round of Lewis M — Piano Jacob SF - Trumper

auditions, Mr Thompson and | hac | =™ Dennis E=Piano James H - Voice

the difficult task of selecting pupils Clement $ ) _ Patrick M

to perform in the final. There were | ™ %™ | feomione Alfied = Fiane Eleceric Guitas

lots of brilliant performances and Masx § — Voice and Guicae | Alex We Guitas Luke B —Piano

eventually, 27 finalists from acros

years 7, 8, 9 and 10 were entere: Joseph 8~ Plane Fivasd R~ Flue
Sam H — Bass guirar

The final took place in the school Thomas B = Voice

hall on Monday 8th July with i B — i

pupils, staff and our adjudicator fc
this year: Mr M Nicholls, Director ot

Music at Prior Park, in attendance. After a great showing of talent from all pupils involved, the following

winners and runners up were announced:

KS3 KS4
Winner: Dylan O Winner: Cassius B
Runner up: Lewis M Runner up: Thomas B

Runner up: Max S

House points were awarded to all pupils who auditioned and congratulations to the finalists in creating a
fantastic afternoon of music. Special thanks must go to Mr M Nicholls for his informative and inspiring

comments.]

| would like to take this opportunity to thank all the music staff (both curriculum and instrumental) for their

hard work throughout the year, both in class work and in extra curricular opportunities.
| hope you all have an enjoyable summer break.

P E Calvert
Head of Music



BANDS NIGHT

Our Second Biannual Bands Night took place on Thursday 2Zih
June.

We were happy to welcome 6 Bands from across the school
performers ranging from Year 8 to 6th form. What stood out
me at this particular event was the wide range of contempor
music genres being performed.

The soulful Funk/Jazz band 'Latency’, The rock 'n' rolling
'‘Wednesday Band', the acoustic stylings Max S, and of cour
energising, engaging performance from Beechen's future H¢f
Boy Hamish.

| also had the pleasure of forming the 'Beechen Cliff Ska Ba
for this event, bringing together performers from across the
school years to play together. Fans of artists in the SKA ge
such as Madness, Goldfinger and The Mighty Mighty Bossta
will be aware that the more members playing on stage, the
authentic the band is. We hope to continue to grow this banq
into the new year, so if this is something you think a student
want to get involved with please feel free to contact me. All
welcome!

But of course, It would be wrong to not mention the highlight
the night for most students, the newly formed Beechen ClIiff
Band (AKA The Hi Vis Lanyards, or Lanyard Skynyrd).
The Teachers opened the show with a rocking cove
Britney Spears' '...Baby One More Time', following T
up with two Oasis covers. It turns out, TEACHERS
ROCK! A massive thank you to Mr Hayer, Mr Sayles
Saunders, Mr Newall and Mr Thompson for putting a
some time to play the set!

And finally a big thank you to the members of the Te|
Team, without whom the event would not run. This y|
members took the lead in sound, lighting and running;
the event, with everything from Lighting Design, Souy
Setup and Risk Assessments to Packing down beinggs
coordinated by Year 11 and 6th Form Students. This
opportunity of course gives them a great set of
transferable skills to write about in their future on
things such as UCAS applications and Job Applicatiq
My special thanks goes out to Phillip, Noah, Harriso
Evan and Freddie who voluntarily gave up their time
do this despite having finished their official time at t
school!

We will miss them greatly.

Mr J Harriman
Music Technician




Year 7 Performan@A Midsummer Nights Dream

Year 7 finished off the year with a
tremendous performance of Shakespea
evewpopular comedy 'A Midsummer
Night's Dream' in the Hall on Friday, Jul
12. Each of our English groups rehearse
a scene from the play, with the best grd
going on to star in the final production.
As always, there were some wonderful,
memorable performances and incredibl
inventive (or outlandish!) costumes on
display.

Mr Saunders, Head of KS3 English, saig
"It's wonderful to see our youngest boys
many of whom have never performed o
such a big stage befefacing their fears
and developing their confidence in this
This is their chance to stand tall, be bra
and show what they're made of, and the
results are always splendid to see."”

Many thanks also go to the eradiable
Tech Team who organised the magical
lighting and sound effects on the day.' g
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Mr W Saunders
English Teacher




Warhammer Club

Our evepopular Warhammer Club rounded off another successfu
year battling in the grim darkness of the far future with a whole de

activities on the last Thursday of term, July 15. Boys constructed AT

shelktorn battlefields full of ruined buildings to battle it out on, % ‘}"A‘
brushed up on their painting skills and worked on their generalshi
with longtime Warhammer Club leader and steslgd Commissar M
Saunders. We were also joined for the event by the far more cheei i

figure of Jay from the Warhammer store in Bath, whose expertise in all things tiny and plastic was

appreciated by everyone.

Next year, Warhammer Club is moving back to its accustomed place on Tuesday evenings in E4, and

remains open to all Beechen students. As always, we would also welcome any donations from|
of boys who have moved on from the hobby and need to find old miniaturefiannew

There is already so much planned for next year: a new Blood Bowl season, three new campaid

parents

ns,

painting competitions, a trip to Warhammer World and much more. After all, in the grim darknegs of

the far future there is only war!'

Mr W Saunders
Warhammer Club

Year 9 Roots Allotment Project

Some of our Year 9 students have been working hard down at Roots
Allotment this year as part of the Duke of Edinburgh award. Two group;
have been going down every other week to work on the allotment.

The students have been working on multitasking skills and team buil

skills, while also learning how to grow and maintain crops. The group has grown produce such as

potatoes, onions, carrots and strawberries.

[

== The group have also learned cooking skills with this produce using Trangias and

. improved their skills in the kitchen, such as making omelettes using the potatoes and

carrots and their particular favourite, eating the homemade strawberry ice cream
Mrs Blair!

Charlie, a Year 9 student who took part in the project, said that he g -
the allotment really fun and learned a lot of new skills. It is somethi .
that he has never done before and loved the experience. :

The allotment project was designed to enable year 9 students to ré?
Duke of Edinburgh award, along with helping the community by gr
food to share. The project also helped with social communication
and to improve working as a team.

Well done to these Year 9s!

Article by Charlie D, Year 9

ade by



Beekeeping Update

bees.

This season we have a new queen and she has been quite phenomena
have worked extremely hard and we most recently had our first honey h
of the year. Our beekeepers were able to see the progress they have m
spring into the summer months and they have been excellent at observil
inspecting the bees.

We harvested our first crop in June and have beer ==
aware that this is swa @&
indeed swarm last week! From the picture you car .=
they found a new home on a tree by the sports ba §
We therefore, had to move quick tdhmme our bees
and use a new hive to do so. Luckily, we were ab
save the colony and now have two for the price of

In July, we presented our headteacher Mr Markall
the very first crop of honey! We really hope you
enjoyed it on your pancakes.

Mr M Newell
Beechen Cliff Bee Keeper



Inspiring Digital Enterprise Award (iDEA)

The Inspiring Digital Enterprise Award, known as IDEA, is an international a
winning online programme that helps you develop digital, enterprise and
employability skills for free.

Congratulations to the following year 9 pupils who have completed the Bronze award in their computing
lessons this year:

1 Zachary L 1 George O
1 Matthew P 1 William M
1 Ashton W 1 Nathan S
T Yarden R 1 Reuben W
1 Daniel M 1 Adam G

1 Felix D 1 Olly B

T LinusR 1 lsaac B

T MaxH 1 Harry T

1 Joshua A 1 William F
1 JshB

They have now moved on to the silver awardl done everyone!

The bronze award is broken down into four sections: Citizen, Worker, Maker and Entrepreneur. You
need a minimum of 50 points in each category and 250 points overall in the badges that you complete
to achieve the bronze certificate.

These are some examples of the badges that you can complete in the different categories.

I f youdd |Iike to have a go at the bahdmé&€s t hat
idea.org.uk/

Ms L Jarvis and Mr A Cottle
Head of Computing


https://idea.org.uk/
https://idea.org.uk/

Montpellier Trip 2024

During our school trip to Montpellier we engaged in Fren
Language and Culture lessons each morning, perfecting
tenses and grammar alongside very competitive French
language games. At lunch time, we were treated to som
superb food at an amazing local Boulangerie in the centr
town. The afternoons were spent travelling via trams and
foot in the glorious sunshine exploring the beautiful town
Montpellier such as the Arc de Triomphe, Promenade du 3

Peyrou and Place de la Comédie and the impressive Mu MonipeSer:

Fabre. One of the highlights of the afternoon excursions v e

opportunity to play Handball in
the Palais des Sports,
René&ougnol, home of
Montpellier Handball, the Frenc
champions, the Manchester Clt
of handball in France. This Y
session was topped off watchin g 3
some of the national team playze
training for the Olympics in the ¥
same stadium. For many of us, %
another highlight of the trip was_
the visit to thebeach in .
Palavas les Flots, an
idyllic setting to relax a
the end of the week aft
the hard work put in
during the lessons. We
stayed in pairs with a
host family who
provided us with
authentic halboard |
accommodation while &
increasing our fluency &
levels and immersing S8
ourselves into their .
traditions. A super trip #, 5_
for Year 10 pupils and 7 Q8
Yearl2 students that _
increased our self 1.
confidence and
knowledge of French
and developed our

- 2 3
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of independence and i

A massive thank you to the staff involved: Mr Mann for signing off with his last trip to Montpellier after
32 years, Miss Garland for stepping in at the last minute and Mr Macdonald for entertaining us with his
Del Boy French fluency!

Article by William Hurle
Year 12



Cologne Trip

- -

A group of 49 Year 8 and 9 pupils are currently in Cologne putting into action the skills they have
learned in their German lessons. We have only been here for 2 days so far, but have already had a wid
range of experiences. On day 1 we visited Marksburg Castle, the only Medieval Castle in Germany that
survived a multitude of wars, followed by a cable car ride above the Rhine in Koblenz aridisiealy

cruise along it. Today we have visited Cologne Cathedral, the German Sports Museum and the Lindt
Chocolate museum where we were overwhelmed with free tasters! Finally this afternoon we had a tour
of Bayer Leverkusen's stadium, a team who recently won the German League and Cup double. One mc
day to go and we head to Phantasialand for an adrenaline filled finale!

Mr C Hall
Cologne Trip Lead



Spain Trip 2024

Watching the England v Spain final on the transfer coag
from the airport to the hotel was a brilliant experience e%
if the result didndt go t
around the hotel were buzzing with horns blowing and
people cheering on the Spanish team to victory. What a

welcome and what an unbelievable atmosphere! Englarg
lost but it was great to be in Spain.

Our four days in Calella were action packed with a trips
Barcelona to admire the Gaudi experience, the Ramble
Olympic Stadium, Sagrada Familia, Poble Espariol, the
famous Boqueria market and of course the ritual visit tc
the Camp Neu.

We were treated to some superb authentic and typical
Spanish food for breakfast and dinagomething we all
enjoyed! Evenings were spent on the beach, in the pod
and leisurely strolls through the quaint pedestrianised
streets of Calell aé. some
even had a karaoke evening!

Perhaps the highlight for many of
us was The visit to Marineland.
an aquapark.

Many thanks to Mr Mann for
Organising the trip and

Mr Quintin, Mr Macdonald and
Miss Skabrahova for their
invaluable input.

Article by : Cyrus Lau
Year 8




Centurion Challenge 24

Friday 8" July they endured the final climb up from Widcombe and onto

the school playing fields to the doors of Beechen Cliff,

A cool grey day with intermittent light rain. At 4pm, aﬂe\5vhere family, relatives and friends eagerly awaiting their

the team photograph, and an address by the Headteacher.

ninety two Challengers, cheered on by the crowd, startet fival.
the first leg of their gruelling 100 mile journey. The first three Centurions: Ben W, Sam T and our guest

Centurion base camp was waiting for them at Foxhang&ntry Ned B arrived back at the school at 9:17 am an
Campsite at Cain Hill Locks, and the pizzas ordered. astonishing achievement, their names will be recorded on
Progress was a little slow, but most arrived by 9pm. Affff Centurion Roll of Honour. Some twefiiie minutes
being well fed all Challengers retired to their tents, for alt€r and then slowly over the next six hours all the

much needed good nights rest. However the night did rigfallengers that had left the camp return home to Beechen

pass quietly as torrential rainstorms passed over Camp@ifi All received their Centurion Certificates and
continued until dawn. Centurion ties from the Headteacher. All will remember

the awesome challenge they undertook and the weather
Saturday 8 Jul that seemed to conspire against them. This year we again

After a hearty breakfast, some minor foot repairs and ahaOI entries f“’”? Hayesfield, some_returnlng to compld8
t]l?]e challenge with four out of the nine Challengers

final briefing, the remaining Challengers set off at 6.158b . .

for Hungerford and the Church of St Lawrence (the half ecoming Centurions.
way point). Two Challengers had fallen the previous nigmank you

and during this 27 mile leg they were joined by many

ot hers. On arrival at tmBee¢thefhuxed ffhat cCeag uPti olha wh
Church, tired limbs were rested and blistered feet attendgehmunity focus. It would be impossible to mount such

to (an essential change of socks and footwear was in - an epic challenge without the support from within the

order) .After a some serious refuelling, and without fanfgighool and all the volunteer marshals who ensure the safety
the challengers then returned to the towpath and of our challengers on the tow path.

commenced their 27 mile return journey to the Campsite.

For some, reaching St Lawrence was the end of their Money raised so far this year already exceeds £4,700 and
Challenge, the conditions had taken their toll. And in thee have already been notified of other fundraisers adding
following hours many more withdrew, with only 45 makifig,500 to this. It has been another outstanding year for the

it back to camp to continue on to Bath on Sunday. Challenge in so many ways, the 2025 challenge is already

. . e in the planning stage. The date has been set. The campsite
Arriving at camp in the failing light, Challengers were booked. Lessons learned from this year will be

grl?(etde? and t::;_r;ded . Aftedr ﬂeyqu_ring b dn;1e6:j| tEe_yincorporated as we continue to refine and update our

g’ll. c oravx(/j 'g’ comﬁareht el mj[.JlneS a; ha' thelry ocesses and procedures. Lastly, we the Centurion
h|sters att;]an eh t.o. Thent e3|’ wearily ma & their way allenge organises would like to thank everyone who

the warmth of their tents and sleeping bags. played a part, no matter how small or insignificant you may
Sunday 7th July think your assistance is greatly appreciated.

Overnight the weather was much kinder. Challengers
waking at 4:30am to prepare themselves for the final dagl.
Sevenss even and a half mil e WRSPWaty 6w been wal ked, 6 ust
the last twentiwo and a half miles remained. The end

T Centurion Organiser
was almost in sight. After the last stretch of canal g



