
Calendar 
 

Wednesday 9th - Friday 11th October  

Year 7 Tir-Y-Cwm visit  (ML7a) 
 

Friday 11th October 

PTA Uniform Sale 3.30pm-5pm 
 

Monday 14th -Wednesday 16th October  

Year 7 Tir-Y-Cwm visit (SH7a) 
 

Tuesday 15th October 

Year 11 Parents’ Information Evening 6.00-
7.00pm 

(Tutors/Head of Year, SENCO and Head of Careers in 
the Refectory from 5.30pm) 
 

Wednesday 16th - Friday 18th October  

Year 7 Tir-Y-Cwm visit  (SH7b) 
 

Saturday 19th October 

Sixth Form Open Morning 9am-1pm 
 

Monday 21st October 

Year 13 Parents Revision Evening 
 

Tuesday 22nd October 

PTA Meeting 6pm 
 

Friday 25th October 

INSET DAY 

Autumn Raffle Draw takes place 
 

Monday  3rd November 

TERM 2 
 

Monday 11th—Tuesday 19th November 

Year 11 Mock Exams 
 

Wednesday 27th November 

INSET Day 
 

BEECHEN CLIFF  

Newsletter 10th October  2024 

Message from the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Following assemblies on mental health and wellbeing in recent weeks, 
today we celebrated World Mental Health day with pupils and staff 
wearing items of yellow to promote discussion about mental wellbeing.  
 

Mental health and wellbeing provision is an important part of our  
pastoral provision and we are really 
pleased to have our solution         
focussed counsellors providing a 
weekly input into our newsletter. 
This year the PTA have agreed to 
raise funds to support our provision 
and we are in the process of training 
more staff in solution focussed    
approaches. 
 

 

This week the History department has led assemblies for Year 7-10 on 
Black History Month and this has also been the Theme of the Week in 
Tutor sessions following the 2024 theme of reclaiming narratives and 
why we celebrate Black History Month. This has included learning 
about specific individuals such as Benjamin Zephania and Rosa Parks 
but also local events that can help us understand more. 



Careers  
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Thank you to those of you who have already signed up to support us - we very much appreciate it. 
 

As a reminder we have several exciting careers events planned throughout this academic year, and we 
would love to invite you to get involved and support us in various ways. You could help by offering work 
experience opportunities, filming a short "My Career Journey" video, participating in an assembly or      
informal Q&A session, or even providing career-specific lesson support as part of our "Careers in the          
Curriculum" initiative. 
 

If you are interested in assisting us with any or all of the above, please take a moment to fill out this short 
survey:  Careers Support 2024/25 survey 

with kind regards 
 

Mr T Markall 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week our theme will be Show Racism the Red Card as part of our commitment to take a zero tolerance         
approach to racism or prejudice of any kind. Assemblies next week will be based on this theme and we will be          
asking pupils to wear an item of red clothing on Friday 18th October next week as we take part in the national 
Wear Red Day 2024. 
 

There is lots of information in our newsletter this week about the PTA events, our upcoming piano concert and 
other important events, news and information. We are also requesting  
 

Thank you for reading and wishing you a good weekend. 
 

 

 

 

T. D. Markall 

Headteacher 

 

https://forms.gle/LRJv5gZHF8P4m7cA9


Key Notices 

Upcoming Year 7—Visits to Tir-Y-Cwm 
 

The schedule for this years Year 7 Tutor Group 
visits to Tir-Y-Cwm are as follows; 

 Wednesday 9th  - Friday 11th  
October  

ML7a 

 Monday 14th  -Wednesday 16th 
October  

SH7a 

 Wednesday 16th - Friday 18th  
October  

 SH7b 

REPORTING ALL PUPIL                    

ABSENCES 
All absences from School including  late  arrivals 
and medical appointments are to be reported to 
School promptly.  

Please take note of the following correct direct  
contact details.  

Lower School Pupils  

To report a Lower School absence please call the 
School direct on 01225 485222  OR email the 
lower school attendance at                                    
attendance@beechencliff.org.uk.  

Sixth Form Students  

For a Sixth Form student absence please call the 
School direct on 01225 485221 OR you can email 
Sixth Form attendance at                               

sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk 

PLANNED ABSENCES 
For planned absences please contact the attendance  
office on                                                              
attendance@beechencliff.org.uk  for a copy of the 
absence request form'. 

 

Knife Crime Awareness 
 

Following the recent headlines regarding knife crime 
increasing across the country as well as in our local 
community, it is a worrying time for us when deciding 
what is or isn't safe for our children in their freetime. 
Please see the information below about a Parental 
Knife Crime Awareness event taking place next month, 
This is designed to provide you with the current facts 
as well as offering the opportunity to ask questions 
about such a troubling issue. Details of how to confirm 
a place are contained within the 
information. 
 
Mr C Hall  
Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Knife Crime Awareness Event for Parents 
and Carers 

The B&NES Violence Reduction Partnership (VRP) are pleased 
to announce that we have now arranged a parental knife crime 
awareness event at St Mark’s School on Monday 21st October 
2024, starting at 6pm. Please book through our Eventbrite Link 
below.  

The event is aimed at parents and carers who would like to 
know more about the dangers of knife crime or are concerned 
that their children are at risk. They aim to increase  awareness 
of key issues surrounding knife crime, empowering you and 
your children to make informed and positive decisions to stay 
safe. 

You will have the opportunity to hear from guest speakers with 
lived experience, who have been personally affected by knife 
crime. There will also be a presentation by Street Doctors,         
followed by a panel discussion with the opportunity to ask 
questions. 

The Bath & North East Somerset Violence Reduction Partner-
ship (VRP) is a multi-agency partnership that aims to prevent 
and reduce violence in the area. We work to understand and 
address the root causes of violence, to prevent further violent 
crimes from  occurring in the future. We provide resources and 
support the work of professionals and community groups who 
help children at risk or involved in serious violence. 
 
For queries, please email VRP_Events@bathnes.gov.uk. 
 
Or book your ticket now on Eventbrite: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bnes-vrp-knife-crime-
awareness-event-for-parents-carers-tickets-1022634837327 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
The Violence Reduction Partnership 

mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:VRP_Events@bathnes.gov.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bnes-vrp-knife-crime-awareness-event-for-parents-carers-tickets-1022634837327
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bnes-vrp-knife-crime-awareness-event-for-parents-carers-tickets-1022634837327


PLANNED CLOSURE OF WESTBURY STATION 
 

We would like to draw your attention to the upcoming closure of Westbury station from close of business Tuesday 
24th December 2024 until start of business on Friday 24th January 2025. 

Further information will be available in due course at https://www.gwr.com/travel-information/travel-updates/
planned-engineering 
 

There will be no trains running from Warminster, Dilton Marsh or Westbury during this time and services to 
Frome will be limited because the trains will be taking an alternative route to and from Trowbridge. 
 

GWR would like to offer the best service possible during times of disruption, including engineering work.      
Therefore, preparing their replacement service adequately is important, particularly when disruption affects people 
of a vulnerable age when the daylight hours are less. 
 

To help gather information effectively, they have created a simple online survey and would be grateful if parents 
and carers could complete this as soon as possible. The survey is completely anonymous and does not ask for any 
personal details. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VPRDW8T 
 

Travel Disruption  

(W) = Contains Wheat Products 
(D) = Contains Dairy Products 
(V) = Vegan alternative 

Vehicle Access to school 
Many of you are aware of the difficulties in accessing the school by car, due to the weight of traffic and           
narrowness of the avenues. This causes issues for those who have additional access requirements and for our  
local residents who need to access their driveways etc.  
 

Please do drop off and collect your children on Bear Flat where possible, and Cook have kindly agreed that             
parents can drop off there.  However, should it be necessary to drive closer, we recommend driving                        
UP SHAKESPEARE Avenue and DOWN KIPLING Avenue to reduce congestion issues. 

Many thanks. 

 

Mr M Ambrose 

Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral) 

School Contacts 
We believe that communication between parents 
and  carers and the School is really   important.  If   
parents or carers have a concern, query or                 
information to pass on then please do contact us.  
 

A list of contact details for senior staff is available 
on the School Website and via the  link  Contacts 
 

Alternatively please email headteach-
er@beechencliff.org.uk   and the  message will be 
passed on to the appropriate person to respond. 

Menu of the Week— 14th October  

Monday:  Sausage Casserole, Courgette and 
Sweetcorn Fritters with Sweet Chilli Sauce 
Tuesday: Beef Stifado, Pineapple Cauliflower and 
Halloumi Rice (D), 
Wednesday:  Roast Pork, Spinach and Goats 
Cheese Quiche (W,D) 
Thursday: Burritos (W), Veggie Burrito (W) 
Friday: Quorn Moussaka (D), Breaded Cod (W) 
 

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all 
times to avoid disappointment.  
 
Mr Dan Keal 
Head Chef 

https://www.gwr.com/travel-information/travel-updates/planned-engineering
https://www.gwr.com/travel-information/travel-updates/planned-engineering
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VPRDW8T
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/contact/staff-emails/
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk


Beechen Cliff Parent Teacher Association – Can You Help? 

At Beechen Cliff School we are very fortunate to have a supportive parent community that contributes   
extensively to the success of the school.  Our Parent Teacher Association (PTA) is a significant part of this 
and raises funds for the school to provide essential support for a wide range of activities. In recent years a 
number of the stalwarts of the PTA have moved on and so we are seeking new volunteers and committee 
members to pick up the baton and continue their good work, in particular we are looking for a new Chair 
or Co-Chairs.  If you are interested in this role or volunteering in general with the PTA, please email          
info@beechenpta.org with details of any support you are able to provide.  

 

Please find published alongside this week’s newsletter , PTA Update letter dated 7th October 

mailto:info@beechenpta.org


BEECHEN CLIFF AUTUMN RAFFLE 

 



LIBRARY NEWS  

Our library is a safe, welcoming space for all which supports  

a love of reading and learning across the school community. 

Working Together to 
Encourage Reading. 

Please check your son’s planner 
this weekend. Are they filling in 
their reading on a weekly basis?  
 

They should be recording the title of the book, the pages read and a short sentence to say what is 
happening in the book. This should take no more than a couple of minutes and they should be 
completing this in tutor time. If they are not, it may be because they are not reading at home.       
Encourage them to read regularly. In KS3, pupils should be reading a book of their choice, for 
pleasure, as part of their homework. 
 

Have they completed the reading log at the back of the planner when they have finished a book? 
This is the best way for tutors to keep track of your son’s reading progress towards 
the Beechen Character Award. 
 

Further advice can be found in this article from The Scottish Book Trust. 

Advice for parents to encourage children and teens reading - Scottish Book Trust 

If you have any questions regarding your son’s reading, please contact me on my email: 
lbridge@beechencliff.org.uk 

 

The library is for everyone. Keep Reading! 

 

Laura Bridge 

Literacy Coordinator and Library Lead 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/advice-for-parents-to-encourage-children-and-teens-reading
mailto:lbridge@beechencliff.org.uk


We Want your Old Bikes 
 

We are five Beechen Cliff 
year 8 pupils who are car-
rying out a project for kids 
in need of a bike so this 
item in the news letter is 
very important as we are       
asking if you have got any old bikes you don't 
use or that are a bit broken that we are going 
to fix up and donate them to kids that aren't 
as fortunate as us Beechen Cliff pupils.  We 
have spoken to Julian House Bike workshop 
and they said they would love to receive 
them.  Please bring  them to Ms Milland in 
the Pastoral  Office . 
 
Many thanks 
 
Year 8 Project Team 

Piano Concert—Wednesday 23rd October 7.00pm. St Lukes Church, Bath, BA2 2BD 

We will be holding our annual piano concert next week. Tickets are available on parentpay at £2 each. 
The concert will start at 7.00pm and finish at approximately 9.00pm, during which there will be an         
interval for refreshments. There are still a couple of slots if you wish your son/daughter to be involved. 
Please ask them to come and see one of the music staff or alternatively e-mail:                                             
music@beechencliff.org.uk 

 
Last Monday, 4 of our pupils performed at Hayesfield’s annual piano 
concert. Arthur F and Ollie R from year 13, Joseph S (year 9) and Rou 
M C (year 7) all played extremely well and were a real credit to the 
school. Here are some photos of the event: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr P Calvert 

Head of Music 

mailto:music@beechencliff.org.uk


Coast to Coast 
Last weekend I was one of 24 boys who completed the Coast to Coast Challenge from 
Ilfracombe to Plymouth. It was an amazing experience, and I really enjoyed it.  Thankfully the 
weather was kind, and everyone made it to the finish.  
 

For me it was a significant achievement,  the last Beechen Cliff challenge for me, 
having completed all the other  challenges Beechen Cliff has to offer.  I am         
extremely  thankful to Mr Brewer, Mr Stewart, Mr Firth, Ms Fox  and many other 
members of staff who organised and supported not only the C2C challenge but  all 
the other challenges I have been grateful to have taken part in. I have learnt so 
much, not only survival skills but also soft skills like team building,                        
communication and leadership, which I will take into my life beyond school.  
 

Many of these trips are only possible because they are subsidised by the school  and 
many students over the years have been able to stay at Tir -Y- Cwm and borrow 
equipment, making trips more affordable for all.   Therefore I have been raising 
money for Beechen Cliff to help students in the future continue to benefit from these amazing opportunities.  If 
you would like to support me with this, please donate to  https://gofund.me/2986fb18  if you can. 
 

Once again thank you for my award and all the Outdoor Education opportunities available to all students. 
 

Thank you! 

George S Year 13 

Theme of the Week 

Mrs A Wilmot 

Head of PSHE 

https://gofund.me/2986fb18


Fixtures for week commencing 14th October ( correct at the time of publication) 

Please visit Beechen Cliff Sports page  for up to date information 

 
Fixture 

Start time/
kick off Meet time Transport 

Finish/
Return time 

Monday 14th 
October Sporting Aptitude Evening 16:00 15:30 n/a  

      

Tuesday 15th 
October 

U16 rugby v Prior (h) 14:30 13:45 n/a  

U15b & U14b rugby v Monkton (a) 14:30 13:45 2 x MB  

Banes X/C @ Kingswood 14:00 13:30 1 x MB  

      

Wednesday 16th 
October 

1st & 2nd XV rugby v Exeter (a) 14:00 9:45 Coach-10:00  

U12a&b U13a&b rugby v Prior (a) 14:30 14:15 MB  

      

Thursday 17th 
October 3rd XV, U16a & U14a rugby v Wellington (a) 14:30  Coach  

      

Friday 18th   
October      

      

Saturday 19th 
October 

U15 a&b, U13 a&b v BGS (a) 10:30    

U12 a&b v BGS (h) 10:30    

 
 

BEECHEN CLIFF VACANCIES 
 
Sixth Form Admissions Officer 
 

Closing date: Monday 14th October 2024 
 
Teacher of Languages - Maternity Cover 
 
Closing date: Monday 21st October 

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374
https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/sixth-form-admissions-officer-1445729
https://www.eteach.com/careers/beechencliff/job/teacher-of-languages-maternity-cover-1446692


Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As part of Beechen Cliff’s passion for supporting mental wellbeing for students and pupils in our school community, 
last week, we held our 6th Annual Mental Health Testimony Assembly with our wonderful new Year 12 student         
cohort. 
 

The idea behind this annual assembly came from the students before Covid hit us, and this short film below (made 
during Lockdown) explains more about how this amazing student-led initiative came to be. Please do take a few 
minutes to watch. 
 

https://boysinmind.co.uk/whole-school-approach/ 
 

This Assembly was run by the Senior Prefect Team for Mental Wellbeing in Year 13, who delivered a powerful      
peer-to-peer assembly talking about some very common and relatable struggles young people can experience with 
their mental health. Some of our students and amazing staff also shared their own experiences with mental health              
struggles, and, most importantly, how they overcame these. You rarely can hear a pin drop in an assembly, but you 
certainly could in this one. 
 

The student message was so important: These struggles are temporary, and we have trained professionals in school to 
help you. 
 

Tara Gretton and Susie Ingram (our School Solution Focused Practitioners) introduced themselves and explained a 
little about the therapeutic approach that they use (and staff at the school use too) Since then, many Year 12s have 
already come forward to ask for support in school. 
 

A similar assembly will be delivered to the Lower School pupils by the same Mental Health team in due course. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact the Pastoral Team if you would like your son or daughter to have support from 
Tara (Years 7-11) or Susie (Years 12-13) in school.  
 

They would love to help. 
 

The Wellbeing Team 

Student Wellbeing at Beechen Cliff School 

https://boysinmind.co.uk/whole-school-approach/


Beechen Cliff Careers Newsletter 

The newest edition of our Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication is published             

alongside this school newsletter.   
 

If you would like any further support or information please let me know                                              

careers@beechencliff.org.uk 
 

Mrs E Pascoe 

Head of Careers 

 

CAREERS 

mailto:careers@beechencliff.org.uk
http://www.bathcollege.ac.uk/openevents


We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are not the         

responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School.  

Community Links 



The group will offer a safe, caring space for 8x 16-25 year old males or those identifying as male.  It 
starts on Tuesday 1st October and runs every Tuesday from 4.30-6.30 over 12 weeks. A Youth Con-
nect Key Worker is also available outside of these times to offer guidance and support. 
 
The project is for young people who may have faced barriers to exploring creativity, who have strug-
gled with their mental health, experienced isolation or lack direction. 



SPOTTERS HOCKEY 




