
BEECHEN CLIFF  

Newsletter 21st November 2024 

 

Message from the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I had the pleasure of being one of the judges in the Beechen Cliff 

Junior Masterchef Competition this week and was amazed by the 

high quality dishes created by all pupils who took part. The         

technical skill and creativity shown was worthy of a restaurant and 

all the judges were so impressed (and rather full) after all the food   

tasting. It was a difficult  decision choosing a winner to go through 

to the MNSP finals in February and a big congratulations to all 

who took part. More details and photos are provided later in the 

newsletter. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news, this week Year 11 pupils have completed their mock        
exams, the U13 football team went through to the next round of the  national cup with victory over        
Tiverton High, Year 12 students have visited Merton College in Oxford and the most avid readers in         
Year 7 and 8 have received awards for their efforts. 

Calendar 
 

Wednesday 27th November 

INSET Day 
 

Friday 29th November 

Author Visit—Seth Burkett 
 

Tuesday 3rd December 

IGNITE Day 
 

Wednesday 4th December 

Solution Focused Parents Evening 
 

Thursday 5th  December 

Beechen’s Got Talent 
 

Thursday 12th December 

Year 11 Parents Evening 
 

Thursday 19th December 

Carol Service at Bath Abbey 7-830pm 
 

Friday 20th December 

End of Term 2 
 

Monday 6th January 

INSET DAY  
 

Tuesday 7th January 

Start of Term 3 



 

Please note we have an INSET Day next week 

(Wednesday 27th November) so pupils will not be 

expected to attend school that day. The normal      

timetable will be followed all other days next week. 

 

 

Mr T.D. Markall 

Headteacher 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This month we are starting a new and additional way to recognise students in Years 7-11 with excellent 
behaviour or attendance: The 100 Club. 
 

Each calendar month (starting in November) students will have the chance to qualify for two prize draws: 
To be entered into the Attendance prize draw they must have 100% attendance (attended every day of 
the month and arrived on time every day). 
 

To be entered into the behaviour prize draw the must have a 100% positive behaviour record (no logged 
sanctions on their behaviour record (Talaxy)) for the month. 
 

For each draw, there will be 3 winners. The first drawn name will receive a £30 voucher, with the next 2 
receiving a £10 voucher. The total prize fund each month is therefore £100. 
 

The draws will be completed at the start of the next month throughout the year.  
 

We hope that this will further reinforce our aspirations for all pupils. 
 
 
Mr M Ambrose 
Deputy Headteacher Pastoral 

Key Notices 

Fidget Tools 
 
There has been an increase in the number of pupils using fiddle tools in class.  Whilst I am happy for a 
small, quiet and discreet item to be used by pupils with SEND who need this to support their focus, the 
use of large and noisy items such as finger skateboards are distracting to others and must not be used in 
lessons.  
 
I have asked teachers to remove these and return them at the end of the day if they are used/seen in          
lessons.  
 
Mr M Ambrose 
Deputy Head Pastoral 



REPORTING ALL PUPIL ABSENCES 
All absences from School including  late arrivals and 
medical appointments are to be reported to School         
promptly.  

Please take note of the following correct  direct  con-
tact  details.  

Lower School Pupils  

To report a Lower School absence please call the 
School direct on 01225 485222  OR email the lower 
school attendance at  attendance@beechencliff.org.uk.  

Sixth Form Students  

For a Sixth Form student absence please call the 
School direct on 01225 485221 OR you can email 
Sixth Form attendance at  sixthattend-

PLANNED ABSENCES 
For planned absences please contact the attendance  
office on attendance@beechencliff.org.uk  for a copy 
of the ‘absence request form'. 

Menu – Week Commencing 25th  
November 
 

Monday: Pork Paprikash, Sundried Tomato 
Risotto 

Tuesday: Cajun Chicken Wraps (W), Beetroot 
Falafel with Minted Mayo (W) 

Wednesday: Roast Pork, Smoked Cheddar and 
Vegetable Filo Parcel (W,D) 

Thursday: Lasagne (W,D), curried Lentil            
Cottage Pie (D) 

Friday: Prawn and Chorizo Pasta (W), Spicy 
Tomato Olive and Vegetable Bake 

 
Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up 
at all times to avoid disappointment.  
 
Thank you 

 
Mr Dan Keal 
Head Chef 

(W) = Contains Wheat Products 

(D) = Contains Dairy Products 

(V) = Vegan alternative   

School Contacts 
We believe that communication between parents and  carers and the School is really important. If            
parents or carers have a concern, query or information to pass on then please do contact us.  
 

A list of contact details for senior staff is available on the School Website and via the  link  Contacts 
 

Alternatively please email headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk   and the  message will be passed on to the 
appropriate person to respond. 

Thank you from the Grow Beechen Cliff Project 

A huge thank you to the Bloomfield Allotment Society for their kind     
donation of gardening tools for the Grow Beechen Project 

We are tremendously grateful 

 

Beechen Cliff Grow 4 Life Team 

mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/contact/staff-emails/
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk


Travel Disruption  

PLANNED CLOSURE OF  WESTBURY STATION 
 

We would like to draw your attention to the upcoming closure of Westbury station 
from close of business Tuesday 24th December 2024 until start of business on       
Friday 24th January 2025. 

Further information will be available in due course at https://www.gwr.com/travel-information/travel-updates/
planned-engineering 
 
There will be no trains running from Warminster,  Dilton Marsh or Westbury during this time and services to 
Frome will be limited because the trains will  be taking an alternative route to and from Trowbridge. 
 

Parking on Nearby Avenues 

We have had reports from local residents that some par-
ents are parking over people's driveways when dropping 
off/collecting their child.                          

Please can we ask that you only park in designated bays 
and be respectful of our neighbours.  Thank you. 

 

Vehicle Access to School 
Many of you are aware of the difficulties in accessing 
the school by car, due to the weight of traffic and nar-
rowness of the avenues. This causes issues for those 
who have additional access requirements and  

 

 

for our  local residents who need to access their          
driveways etc.  
 

Please do drop off and collect your children on Bear 
Flat where possible, and Cook have kindly agreed that 
parents can drop off there.  However, should it be 
necessary to drive closer, we recommend driving UP 
SHAKESPEARE Avenue and DOWN KIPLING 
Avenue to reduce congestion issues. 
 

In addition if driving to school please keep to the stop 
markings and the speed limit on the avenues as local 
residents reported concerns and we wish for everyone 
to have a safe journey to school 

Mr M Ambrose 

Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral) 

Free Birthday Bus Pass Offer 
A month's free bus travel covering the month your birthday falls in. If you are under 21, you get an extra month 
free. The offer can only be redeemed with a special  birthday bus pass smartcard. This offer is the only one of its 
kind in the country and will run for 12 months from 1 December 2024. 
 

To claim your free bus travel, all you need to do is complete this short form - and upload a passport-style photo        
(a selfie is fine). 
 
 
 
If you are under 18 (or applying for your child) you'll need to provide proof of age - either: 
 A clear picture of your passport or birth certificate, or if you're over 16, a picture of your driving licence (full 
or provisional). 
 A letter from an authorised professional who has known you more than 2 years - confirming your name,  
address and age. 
To enjoy free travel for the whole of your birthday month, apply as soon as possible and at least 7 days before the 
first day of the month your birthday falls in. You can still apply in your birthday month, right up to the 15th,  
The offer has been made possible by funding secured by Mayor Dan Norris and the West of England Mayoral 
Combined Authority, in partnership with North Somerset Council. 

https://www.gwr.com/travel-information/travel-updates/planned-engineering
https://www.gwr.com/travel-information/travel-updates/planned-engineering
https://www.gov.uk/countersigning-passport-applications/accepted-occupations-for-countersignatories
https://birthdaybus.co.uk/register


LIBRARY NEWS  

Our library is a safe, welcoming space for all which supports  

a love of reading and learning across the school community. 

Reading Rewards!           
During the Year 11 
mock exams, the library 
has been ‘relocated’ to 
the recital room, but we 
should be back ‘home’ 
by the time you read 
this. Despite the change 
of scenery, reading has 
still been an important 
feature of our school 
week. On Monday and 
Tuesday, certificates 
and prizes were          

presented to the boys in Year 7 and Year 8 who have been avidly quizzing on Accelerated Reader and 
have achieved word counts of a quarter-, half and one million words! Lower word counts have also been 
celebrated within the reading classes. 
 

Well done to our most recent millionaires:  

George R, Owen S, Lucas A, Ben P and Zak W.  
 

500,000 certificates went to: Tom C, Giles M, Fred 
T, Jan S, and Simon McI. 

250,000 certificates went to: Aiden B, Freddie J, 
Raphi M, Albert J, Rou M-C, 
Jem H, Ruadh O’N, Woody Y, 
Marcus C. 
 

Don’t forget that all KS3 boys 
should be reading every and 
recording this in their planners 
as part of their homework. Boys 

in Year 7 and Year 8 should also do an Accelerated 
Reader quiz on their book (if it is on the system). 
Accelerated Reader can be accessed from the pupil 
home page using the tab that says ‘AR’. Full                 
information about logins can be found here:                
Accelerate Reader Instructions PUPIL 
 

The library is for everyone. Keep Reading! 

Laura Bridge, Literacy Coordinator and Library Lead 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v8GGqSLOzIgneOXa6kpWYkudCg_Ms_Psr0lhAqA8lCk/edit?usp=sharing


MSNP Young Chef of the Year 

This week we had 8 Year 9 students compete in the internal heat 
of the MSNP Young Chef of the Year Competition. Ranging from 
Ostrich steaks to Fresh egg pasta with lobster bisque, we had a 
huge range of incredible skills on show.  

Mr Markall, Mr Ambrose and Mr Morris all took on their roles as 
John Torrode and Greg Wallace for the evening.  

 

The competition was tough with 5 of the dishes in the 
running for the top spot! The overall winner of the heat 
was Alfie Hooper with his Chicken ballotine, mash and 
asparagus. Congratulations to all competitors ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Kathryn Gallagher 
Food Lead at Beechen Cliff 



Senior Maths Challenge (UKMT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Mathematicians in the sixth form who were presented with their Senior Maths      
Challenge certificates last week. 
 
Special mention goes to Jack J., Philip M., Harry P., Ben W., Thomas R., Jack Y. and Rory V. who all    
qualified for the European Round which takes place this week. 
 
 
Mr J. Henly 
Maths Challenge Coordinator 

Carol Service - Thursday 19th December 2024 

Our annual Carol Service will take place in Bath Abbey on Thursday 19th December at 7pm. This is an 
important event in the school calendar and is always well attended by parents and pupils. 

In previous years, it has been tradition for Year 7 pupils and parents to attend this service and we invite 
all to attend this year as well. 

In addition, there is an open invitation to all members of the school community to join us for what is  
always a joyous and uplifting occasion that provides the opportunity for all students to join in a school 
community celebration of Christmas at the start of their festive break. We hope to see you there! 

 

Mr P E Calvert 

Head of Music 

Year 8 Spanish trip 
 

There are a few places left on the Spanish trip taking place during Activities week.  
 
The trip is available for all Year 8s, if you would like more information, please email Mr Macdonald on 
pmacdonal@beechencliff.org.uk 
 

mailto:pmacdonal@beechencliff.org.uk


 

Beechen’s Got Talent Returns! 
 

Beechen’s Got Talent will Return this year on Thursday 5th  
December, earning students house points, bragging rights and 
most importantly raising money for important causes. This        
year we will be raising money for the Charity 'Mind' the mental 
health charity.  
 
We are looking for acts to take part in the performance         
competing for the title of  'Beechen's Got Talent Winner 2024' 
and a £50 voucher.  We are looking for everything from Juggling 
to Comedy, Music to Science, Magic to... well anything really.   
If it's something you think will impress the judges, sign up now 
using the link below! 
 

https://forms.gle/WcB8W1tp5yAZ8iFy8 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Mr J Harriman 
Music Department 

https://forms.gle/WcB8W1tp5yAZ8iFy8


SPORTS NEWS 

Under 13s Football Team  
 
Congratulations to the u13’s who move in  
to the next round of the national cup after 
an 11-2 victory in Devon against Tiverton 
High School on Monday 18th November! 
@tivertonhigh @sportbeechen 
 
 
Mr S Thompson 
Under 13 Football 

Fixtures for week commencing 25th November (details correct at the time of publication) 

 Fixture 
Start time/

kick off Meet time Transport 
Finish/Return 

time 

Monday 25th 
November Year 7 football training 15:15 15:15   

      

Tuesday 26th 
November U16 rugby v Brymore Academy (a) 15:00 12:30 MB  

      

Wednesday 27th 
November 

2nd XV rugby v Ivybridge (Hornets RFC) 14:15 11:15 Coach  

U13b & U12b rugby v Prior (a)     

U13a & U12a rugby v Prior (h)     

CMET A-Level PE trip 8:30 16:30 MB  

      

Thursday 28th 
November 

Girls hockey v Redmaids (a) 14:30    

2nd & 3rd XV rugby v QEH (a) 14:00    

U15 football v Oldfield (a) 14:00 13:15 MB  

KS3 table tennis @ RAS 16:00 15:15 MB  

      

Friday      

      

Saturday U15 & U16 rugby v QEH (h) 10:30    

U14a&b rugby v QEH (a) 10:30    

Please visit Beechen Cliff Sports page  for up to date information 

mailto:@tivertonhigh
mailto:@sportbeechen
https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374


Wellbeing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

This week our solution focused practitioner Tara Gretton had the privileged opportunity to train sixth 
form students from Years 12 and 13 in the Solution Focused approach.  
 

The students that attended volunteered to attend at the end of the school day and further students will   
attend another session later in the year.  
 

Tara was impressed by the student’s curiosity about the SF approach and how it differs from other                
therapeutic and coaching approaches.  
 

The students were keen to learn how the solution focused can support the students themselves with their 
self-talk and how they can use it to support their peers and younger students across the school.  
 

We are looking forward to welcoming parents and carers to the Solution Focused Information session on 
the 4th December –  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/beechen-cliff-parent-solution-focused-information-evening-tickets-
1075457545469?aff=oddtdtcreator 

Warm Wishes,  
 

The Wellbeing Team.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/beechen-cliff-parent-solution-focused-information-evening-tickets-1075457545469?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/beechen-cliff-parent-solution-focused-information-evening-tickets-1075457545469?aff=oddtdtcreator


  CAREERS 

Beechen Cliff Careers Newsletter 

The newest edition of our Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication is published alongside this school 

newsletter.   
 

If you would like any further support or information please let me know  careers@beechencliff.org.uk 
 

Mrs E Pascoe 

Head of Careers 

Virtual Work Experience with National Highways — in November and December  
 

Digdata is thrilled to announce free virtual work experience events with National  High-
ways this November and December. These career challenges are designed to develop key 
employability skills such as problem solving, data literacy, storytelling, and presentation. 
Hosted on Microsoft Teams, these sessions take place outside of school hours, making 
them easily accessible. 
 

Students will enjoy: •A 45-minute briefing with the National Highways team •The opportunity to     
complete a career challenge at their own pace •Certification upon completion  
 

These events provide valuable insights into emerging careers and help students build skills that will      
enhance their future education and employment choices. 
 

Registrations are now open! 

We invite you and parents to attend either or both events! Register Now! 

First Step - for students in the following year groups 

Years 7,8,9 

Wednesday 27th November at 4.30pm (45-minute briefing session on MS Teams) 

Gain virtual work experience with National Highways! 

How did the hedgehog cross the road? 

Register Now! 

Next Step - for students in the following year groups 

Years 10,11,12,13 

Wednesday 11th December at 5pm (45-minute briefing session on MS Teams) 

Gain virtual work experience with National Highways 

Where there is Wi-Fi there’s a way! 

Register Now! 

mailto:careers@beechencliff.org.uk
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VVzJR93pHYJKW79-t1w3qRL3NW76My975nkSNJN4bXfHP5kvg0W50kH_H6lZ3nxW34jHB15-Rj9jW618TCz2n5rr4W2mVnYP80rqlMW5ylzyB7pLqHDW8QrG-k97VlvnVn5S3L2G9yjVW9lv6jz5TSsBsW1S3-Cz68mPP-W5kxd_l5DqR8rW6gPlQP1h2sMVN1-B
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VVzJR93pHYJKW79-t1w3qRL3NW76My975nkSNJN4bXfKg3lYMRW7Y8-PT6lZ3mNW4Zl9km3NkQ2XW84RbmL8hLjwbW200qS_5gRYKnW8rWg2179gB1xN385X-7S0vD5W3MrC167vsbdcW341M3984jkgfN5DcNK3pkbC8VsxxR43XVTkSW3pVpGb7grXbCW7q5ZT
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VVzJR93pHYJKW79-t1w3qRL3NW76My975nkSNJN4bXfKT3lYMRW95jsWP6lZ3mWW3Ns2Th3W5tgTW3HsZhH81kRYjW25NPyN90s4-zW4jfZv91Dpk6QW4HC2LY1Ky9VjW5r4qFz6DV7BnVTw2PQ1BH28jW4RlcNt7gcCvFW1Vf2tV68Y1HFW3K-mMZ5MlQLjN50D
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VVzJR93pHYJKW79-t1w3qRL3NW76My975nkSNJN4bXfKg3lYMRW7Y8-PT6lZ3l5W56Zjrl5FdbBhN6zNJxVl8_B5VkqX526-xMVKW4YvR3C1p-NlGN6pKZkHc2vC2W6tv7zw2-h11cW4fKt-12P8MVSV2YmSK8B4ClMW1SCm2Z6_Lq2nW3TYb3z8lyhBTW13frzx
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VVzJR93pHYJKW79-t1w3qRL3NW76My975nkSNJN4bXfKT3lYMRW95jsWP6lZ3nwW697-4B8TmYQsW8WkCsk7Bxz9CW6Jwzn63Wk0sYW6T2n7_2Nhr57VtpN0k3Y7mRcW7J63kf2V1GWgW3MQBTy4kFFbyVHNqsg78K8S9N8XYsmgpNB5CW1h8_tp9bHbhWW5rssW


http://www.bathcollege.ac.uk/openevents


We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are not the         

responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School.  

Community Links 







Mentoring Plus Christmas Events 



SPOTTERS HOCKEY CAMPS 







The group will offer a safe, caring space for 8x 16-25 year old males or those identifying as male.  It starts 
on Tuesday 1st October and runs every Tuesday from 4.30-6.30 over 12 weeks. A Youth Connect Key 
Worker is also available outside of these times to offer guidance and support. 
 
The project is for young people who may have faced barriers to exploring creativity, who have struggled 
with their mental health, experienced isolation or lack direction. 




