Christmas 2024

‘Christmas Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of a busy term | would like to thank you all for your support over the last year.

We work hard as a school to enable our pupils and Sixth Form students to achieve their aspirations and
become well rounded, confident and compassionate individuals who go on to live a fulfilled life and make a
positive contribution to society. We aim to develop character and for pupils to embrace our Core Values of
aspiration, compassion, independence and respect.

Our pupils and Sixth Form students have accomplished a huge amount over the last two terms and deserve
huge credit for their achievements and the way they represent their school.

During our end of term assemblies this week we have celebrated successes in effort and progress with both
subject and overall awards. We have also had our second 100 club draws recognising excellent attendance
and conduct.

| am also delighted with the number of pupils taking part in extracurricular activities. Nearly 90% of pupils
have taken part in clubs, activities and/or have represented the school in the last year, which is fantastic to
see. This has included record numbers signing up for the Duke of Edinburgh Award this year: 109 Bronze,
54 Silver and 34 Gold. In addition 455 pupils have represented the school in 107 sports fixtures in the last
two ter ms. Foll owing on from Beechends Got Tal'en
Christmas Carol Service at Bath Abbey. It was a wonderful occasion with incredible musical talent on
display.

Over the last week Year 13 students have completed their mock exams and go into the Christmas break
knowing they are well along their journey of preparation for their final exams in the summer.



-

Other pupils have enjoyed the Christmas festivities over the last week including the Santa Run raising .
money for the PTA, Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas lunch. A local resident in Alexandra Park
during the Santa run stated the boys fAwere -al way
a real credit to the school o which was |l ovely tc

Finally, we have been overwhelmed with the generosity of our community in the donations to the local
food bank. Mr Hall delivered these yesterday anda
a positive way.

I wish you all an enjoyable Christmas break and we look forward to seeing everyone back in school at the
start of the new term on Tuesday 7th January.

T.D. Madod!

T. D. Markall .
Headteacher
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Key Notices

REPORTINGALL PUPIL ABSENCES Calendar

All absencefom School including late arrivals and medicaj Monday 6th January 2025
appointments are to be reported to School promptly. A NSET DAY ***

Please take note of the following correct direct contact Tuesday 7th January 2025

details. Start of Term 3

Lower School Pupils Sixth Form Students Wednesday 8th January

To report a Lower School ab- Fora Sixth Form student ab- Year 8 Pantomime Trip

sence please call the School sence please call the School

directon 01225 4852220R  directon 01225 48522 DR _ _
emall the |0wer SChOOl you can emall Slxth Form Year 9 Parents OpthI’lS Evenlng

attendance at attendance at 6-730pm
sixthattendance @beechencliff.org.

Tuesday 14th January 2025

—

attendance @beechencliff.org.uk

Safety on Social Media

. 10iTop Tips for; ﬁaréﬂl_s. and é&u&-?tars: o

Dear Parents and Carers *  SAFETY.ON Si AL-MEDI A ..";

o — VoS

Social media apps such as TikTok and Instagram are == :
immensely popular among children and young peopl BEEEER heplulinclli A
Ofcom found that 96% of children have their own pro '
on at least one of these platforms by the age of 17. Tl
apps feature shddrm, algorithmically tailored content 5 :
ensuring that their users spend as long as possible vi
posts and videos.

As parents and educators, it is vital for us to safeguar!
children in our care if or more likely, when they use
social media. However, t PR
exactly can we do?0

Please find published alongside this newsletter an
experded guide is here to answer precisely that, offeri
topdevel advice on keeping children and young peop|ggm
as they navigate the digital landscape. Alternatively y:
click on the image below to download from The Natio/g ==
College. R
Mr Mike Ambrose
Deputy Head (Pastoral)
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mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
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ationalcollege.com/guides/top-tips-for-safety-on-social-media?utm_campaign=WakeUpWednesday&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8ok5zLGcxxtupeKeS1bjAEednUe4R0okH3jyoDrMKHFL1DRrRrNIUkPmly8VCvaBrR5Cm-oP6zR7kpT-x32KBQqzcK9oVQEB8EXFNX5RpZ9pnC3y4&_hsmi=100863374&utm

Austria Ski Trip

As we approach the end of term, we have 62 year 10 and 12 students on thv
in Schladming, Austria.

With excellent snow and skiing conditions, all the grebpginners to advance
are making excellent progress.

We look forward to sharing a full report on our return.

T 2k s
- . ]
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Mr K Mann
Austria Ski Trip
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David SShakespeare 8

The Art Department would like to thank all pupils
who submitted art wortor use in this year's Carol
Service Booklet. It is a great opportunity for boys
KS3 to display work outside of school, and anyon
who comes to the Carol Service will get to see thé
work first hand.

We would like to pay a particular thank you to
Ralph S. in Year 7, who has a piece of his art wo
on display in this year's booklet, but also went thg
extra mile and produced a stunning pencil drawing§ |
of Bath Abbey which will most likédg used as the &
cover image for next year. A sneak preview can
seen here:

A




Finley GByron 8b

William R Milton 8a

Ralph SByron 7

Mr David Murphy
Head of Art & Photography



Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge 2024

Congratulations to all the KS3 pupils and Computer Science/Interactive Media stug
KS4 and KS5 who took part in the Bebras International Computational Thinking
Challenge. Everyone who took part will receive a certificate for participation, merit ¢

distinction.

The following students achieved a score in the top 10% of the UK for their age range, so will also
Gold certificate. If those students would like to visit the computing office they can collect a duck.

Well done everyone!

Year 7

Oshi M (By7)
Ralph S (By7)
Jem H (By7)
Lucas A (By7)
Marcus C (Kp7a)
Louie WR (Kp7a)
William E (Kp7a)
Noah W (Kp7b)
Albert C (M1 7)
Albert J (Sh7b)
Aidan B (Sh7b)
Fred T (Sh7b)

Year 8
Sam C (MI8a)
Nasko T (MI8b)

Alex B (Kp8)
Quentin RH (Sh8)
Jacob R (MI8b)

Year 9

Clement S (By9b)
Lucas R (Kp9a)
Adam B (KP9a)
Rafferty K (MI9b)
Joshua H (By9a)
Lucas G (By 9a)
William G (MI9b)
Tomas A (By9b)
Madoc S (Sh9b)
Luka Y (Shob)
lwan F (By9b)
Cyrus FD (Kp9a)

Joshua M (Kp9a)
Dylan P (Sh9b)
Stanley R (MI9b)
Ferdie W (MI9b)
William Q (Sh9b)
William D (By9b)
Alfie K (Sh9a)
Cyrus L (MI9a)
Reuben B (Sh9b)
Alexander R (MI9a)
Cooper H (Sh9b)
Eddie J (By9b)
James W (MI9a)
Dominic P (Kp9a)

Year 10
Yarden R (Kp10b)
Felix D (MI10b)

Year 11

Toby S (Sh11lb)
Samuel J (Bylla)
Henry D (Ml11la)
Dylan O (Kp11b)
Jasper B (Kpllb)
Dan H (MI11b)
Charlie LB (Sh11b)

Year 12
Philip M (KpL6a)
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out some more information about taking part in the new year.

I f youodd |

www.bebras.org/.

i ke to

Ms L Jarvis and Mr A Cottle

Heads of Computing
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An incredibly busy, productive CCF term came to anto achieve a great deal over the last year and Captain

end with the Chri st mas Boaes hagandbitiousipians tp infprove the plodison Sk h o

last week. This is always the opportunity for staff anfiirther. We have also seen three new staff members in-

cadets to relax, play s ducted oveothedast ernhgivind ué capacity to provigea me

celebrate the successes of the term which has just passedor the cadets in the months and years ahead. The
staff retired to darkened rooms, gargled lemon juice and

Captain Jones took on t Rrgpargdplansforfhe nextstage af the GGFyear (¢
dondt get anrydthiinmg tfloirs aggpmel!lrd) for his

own Vv e rPRy Your Cands Rdight d o n ni nTghe tarm ghaad is paeked with more opportunities for
sequined number and pretending that his good humgersonal development and | am sure that each cadet will
was actually a regul ar graspwith both hands Bachsandegery ahalengeputs ~ a s
was no less than Colour Sergeant{diagard, before him.

although almost unrecognisable in the fancy dress of

choice. In addition _tg this staple of the CCF party, Year 8 Recruitment

cadets played traditional marshmallow blowing,

musical chairs, 6beaker EWYdapkpgents fo goftethgtihe eGHUItNHEALPIECRSS t h
were fed and watered by foingucadets wilpegin peytderny Says ir Year g wil |
seems that burgers and fizzy drinks will always be attend an assembly at which current cadets will present
popu|ar, despite the unfortunate combination of botﬁo them. In the week that follows pal’ents will have the

when eaten/imbibed by cadets who are involved in OPPOrtunity to sign their sons up for the induction

active games. 10611 leavBregheamMmMeoaghKi 0t Fdywapdos.
boys can make the commitment to join the contingent

aﬁd will have their uniform and kit ordered for them. If

Captain Jones finished the party with a few words tog 3 : :
. ) ents have any questions regarding the CCF please
cadets and also thanked the parents for their ongoin mail adavies@beechencliff.ora.uk

support of the contingent and its work. With a large,
popular contingent and increasing financial support
from benefactors and school PTAs it has been possible



mailto:adavies@beechencliff.org.uk

Andrew Davies
King Edwarddéds School CCF

Beechen Cliff Liaison Officer
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Beechen CIiff Fundraising and Christmas Activities
Foodbank appeal 2024
An overwhelming amount of food to take to the food bank this afternoon (Thursday 19th
December)!

Thank you to each and every pupil whc
contributed, you've made a difference |
families in our community

Mr Clive Hall
Designated Safeguarding Lead

-
GenesIStust

New beginnings - Better futures

Beechen CIiff Challenge Events raise thousands for Charity l
cant st

Though events such as Centurion and the Coast to Coast cycle, Beechen ClIiff pupils raise signi
of money for charity.

The most recent Coast to Coast event ran earlier this year in September, where 24 pupils cycledthe 96
miles from llfracombe to Plymouth during the course of a day.

Between the Centurion Challenge and Coast to Coast, thanks mt

to the following pupils who raised £3000 Between themselves alc

Dorothy House and Young Lives v Cancer.

Tom F (Year 12) £340 Young Lives v Cancer

Jacob R (Year 14860 Dorothy House

Alex B (Year 11150 Dorothy House

Jack W and Charlie D (Year :£P00 Dorothy House Ya
Obviously, 6t hank youd and 6 40 g

raised money for these worthwhile charities!

@ Dorothy
Mr Dave Brewer /s House

Head of Humantities and C2C Challenge Lead
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Beekeeping Club Christmas Update @ @ &

Winter isn't an overly busy time for us beekeepers and we have now clogpg
the hives, a lovely slab of fondant is in place for them to continue to feed
throughout these colder monthad it won't be long before spring is in the 4

With that in mind, we have been very fortunate to secure some funding f
club and have managed to purchase the following;
T X2 new hivesone is this beautiflVBC (see picture) in Beechen gold!
T Fencing arounthe perimeter of our apiary and some signage.
T 10 new bee suit$ will get the Beechen logo on these!

We also have managed to secure an electric extractor for when the hong
comes in. We will be hoping to sell some of our honey in the summer ter(’}

Mr Mike Newell %
Beechen Cliff Beekeeper/ Club Leader

Beechen CIiff Grow 4 for Life project

We have been working hard over the last few weeks slowly clearin
areas around the bungalow to eventually turning the bungalow garc
(main Entrance) into a wéking and mindfulness space for the schoc

community. We will also be making flower and vegetable beds we
hope to supply the school kitchen with vegetables. We have also s
native wildflower seeds around the school beehive.

We have also been given many trees from the woodland trust and
begun planting them along the bank by the main rugby pitch. The t
we have planted are Hazel Rowan, Silver birch and Dog rose. It wil

great to sees how they grow. -

Thank you again for all the donations of tools and equipment and p | &
[

Mr Cumpson and
the Beechen Grow 4 Life Team

\l



Music Term Report

Instrumental lessons continue to provide a fantastic range of opportunities for pupils and students.
Information regarding starting lessons can be found on the music page of the school website:

http://musicbcs.weebly.com/musiontractandmusicapplicatiodorm.html

May | also remind parents that instrumental timetables are updated each week and can be found on the
website under parent information as well as the notices board in the foyer of the music department.

Performances

At the end of term 1, our annual school pi ano coc
us from Hayesfield. There was a great range of repertoire on show and all the performers enjoyed the
experience of playing on the churchds grand pi ar

On Tuesday 12th November Hayesfield school hosted the annual primary
school day. The event involved various ensembles from across the
secondary schools in the city playing to younger pupils in an attempt to
inspire them to learn an instrument. Three performances took place
throughout the day to different primary schools and all were a success,
with the folk group performing a traditional piece as well as a new festive
reel composed by our very own Mr Harriman. The guitar group also
featured, with arrangements by Mr
James Bond theme. The finale of each performance combined all the
secondary schools to form an orchestra to perform an arrangement of
0Lord of the Dance6. Well done to
forward to similar events in the future.

On Monday 16th December, several schools witt
the Midsomer Norton academy trust took part in
Hayesfieldbs Christmas
the school swing band making an appearance dii
by our trumpet teacher (Mr M J Daniels).

The end of term saw the traditional Carol Service
taking place on December 19th at Bath Abbey. T
school Choir, Brass Ensemble , Guitar Ensemble
Folk Group were all involved in the service which
delivered to a full house in the Abbey. We were &
joined by the Bristol Brass Consort who performe
fanfares and descants in the congregational caro
well as an arrangement of Carol of The Bells. The
choir performed brilliantly and the whole evening was enjoyed by all. The Carol Service is always a highligh
in the school calendar and this year was no exception.

Finally, may | take this opportunity to thank all the music staff including our instrumental teachers for their
continued help and dedication to the department. Particular thanks must go to Mr S J Thompson and
Mr Harriman (music technician) for their help on a daily basis.

On behalf of the entire music department, we wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Mr P E Calvert

Head of Music


http://musicbcs.weebly.com/music-contract-and-music-application-form.html
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Last night our annual carol service at Bath Abbey was a wonderful occasion and a joyful end to the tet
The quality of the music was exceptional and the readers spoke with such confidence. After weeks of
rehearsals this was a fitting culmination to all the hard work. It was lovely to have so many members o
our community join the service to bring to a close the term in such an uplifting way.

| would like to say a big congratulations to all who took part in the service and a huge thank you to
all members of our music department and other staff for all their hard work in organising such a

fantastic event
Bath Abbey recorded the Carol Service so if you would like to watch click this y i

*

Mr T D Markall
Headteacher


https://youtube.com/live/gt4lvYTQYp8?feature=share

