
BEECHEN CLIFF  

Newsletter 16th January 2025 

Message from the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Last weekend Ten Tors training got underway in the Mendips 
in rather chilly conditions.  Well done to all the pupils and 
thank you to the staff who organised the weekend 

Over the next few weeks pupils in Year 9 will be making their 
options choices for GCSE.  Thank you to parents who were 
able to join us for the Options Parent Information Evening 
this week.  For those unable to attend or if you would like to 
revisit the information details are on our website  

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/gcse-option-choices/ 
 

Please feel free to contact Mr Seal, Mrs Pascoe or Mr Utton if you have any questions. 
 

This week our your 10 parents evening has taken place and the Year 9 parents evening is taking place 
next week. If you require further information please don’t hesitate to contact the school.  We hope these 
are useful evenings 
 

This week has been a busy week for Sport with 14 fixtures taking place and some more today. Lots of  
pupils have represented the School and there have been notable victories in both football and hockey     
in particular.  Well done to all involved. 

 

 

 

T D Markall 

Headteacher 

Calendar 
Wednesday 22nd - Thursday 23rd January 

Year 11 Geography Field Trip - Bristol        
Harbour  
 

Thursday 23rd January 

Year 9 Parents Evening 
 

Friday 31st January 

Year 12 Languages Trip - Bath University 
 

Friday 31st January -  Sunday 2nd          
February  

Ten Tors Training -  Black Mountains 
 

Thursday 6th February 

Bands Night 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/gcse-option-choices/


Key Notices 

All absences from School including  late arrivals and  
medical appointments are to be reported to School  
promptly.  Please take note of the following correct  
direct  contact  details.  
 

Lower School Pupils  

To report a Lower School absence please call the 
School direct on 01225 485222  OR email the lower 
school attendance at   

attendance@beechencliff.org.uk.  

 

 

Sixth Form Students  

For a Sixth Form student absence please call the 
School direct on 01225 485221 OR you can email 
Sixth Form attendance at                                               
sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk 

PLANNED ABSENCES 
For planned absences please contact the attendance 
office on attendance@beechencliff.org.uk  for a copy 
of the ‘absence request form'. 

REPORTING ALL PUPIL ABSENCES 

Beechen Cliff Menu - w/c 20th  January 
 

Monday: Abruzzi Pasta (W), Quorn Sausage and Tomato Bake (D) 
Tuesday: Honey and Mustard Chicken, Sweet Potato Goulash 
Wednesday: Roast Beef, Smoked Cheddar and Spring Onion Quiche (W,D)  
Thursday: Creamy Chicken and Gammon Hotpot, Spinach and Feta Filo Parcel (D,W) 
Friday: Spicy Pork and Bean Casserole, Squash and Chickpea Curry    
 

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to avoid disappointment.  
 
Thank you 
 
Dan Keal 
Head Chef 

(W) = Contains Wheat Products 
(D) = Contains Dairy Products  

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust 
 

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the MNSP Trust  
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm 

 

School Contacts 
We believe that communication between parents and  carers and the School is really important. If            
parents or carers have a concern, query or information to pass on then please do contact us.  
 

A list of contact details for senior staff is available on the School Website and via the  link  Contacts 
 

Alternatively please email headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk   and the  message will be passed on to the 
appropriate person to respond. 

mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/contact/staff-emails/
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk


Dear Parent/Carer 

We are writing following our GCSE Options Parent 
Information Evening yesterday to take the opportunity 
to send some helpful resources and guidance to support 
you and your son to begin making decisions about their 
GCSE subjects for the upcoming years. 
 

We understand that choosing GCSE subjects is an       
important and sometimes challenging decision, and we 
want to ensure that both students and parents/carers 
have all the information needed to make the best            
choices. Below are some resources and suggestions to 
help guide you through this process: 
 

Subject Information and Guidance 
 

 Our school website has a digital copy of the GCSE 
subject information booklet, which provides        
detailed descriptions of each subject, including 
course content, assessment methods, and future 
opportunities. We recommend reviewing this with 
your son to consider both their interests and 
strengths.  Also, please find the subject videos and 
the Options Form on this web page:  https://
www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/
gcse-option-choices/ 

 Teacher Support: Your son can also speak with 
their current subject teachers, who can offer             
valuable advice on the suitability of certain subjects 
based on their current performance and future     
aspirations. www.careerpilot.org.uk/parent-zone/
choices-at-14 

 www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrjh92p 

 https://ultimateguides.ucas.com/
choosingyourgcsesubjects/ 

 
Using Unifrog to Explore Career Pathways 
 

Unifrog is a fantastic online platform that can help        
students explore their interests, skills, and potential career 
pathways. We encourage students to log into their Unifrog 
accounts to access: 

 Career Exploration Tools: Students can explore 
different careers and understand which GCSE  
subjects align with specific future paths. 

 Skills and Interests Assessments: These tools will 
allow your child to identify their strengths and      
preferences, providing useful insight when selecting 
subjects. 

 Subject Suggestions: Based on the student’s              
interests and skills, Unifrog offers                       
recommendations for subjects they might want to 

consider, helping them make more informed          
decisions. 

 
Making Informed Decisions 

We recommend that students think about the following 
when selecting their GCSE subjects: 

 Interest and Enjoyment: Choosing subjects they 
enjoy and feel passionate about will help them stay 
motivated and engaged. 

 Strengths and Skills: It is important to choose        
subjects that align with their strengths and           
academic abilities. 

 Future Pathways: Think about the subjects that will 
be relevant for post-16 options (e.g., further study, 
apprenticeships, or employment) and the careers 
they are considering. 

 
Upcoming Support Sessions 

 We will be holding guidance meetings, starting 
next week with students to discuss their subject 
choices. Students will have the opportunity to ask 
questions during these meetings.  The meetings will 
be with Mrs Pascoe, Head of Careers or the Senior 
Leadership team. 

 If you would like additional support or have            
specific concerns, please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with Mr Seal aseal@beechencliff.org.uk, Mrs 
Pascoe careers@beechencliff.org.uk or Mr Utton via            
jutton@beechencliff.org.uk 

 
We are committed to supporting both you and your son 
through this important decision making process. Please 
encourage him to take time, ask questions, and gather as 
much information as possible before making final choices. 

 
Thank you for your ongoing support. We look forward to 
working with you and your son to ensure they make the 
best choices for their future. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs Emma Pascoe  Mr Jack Utton 
Head of Careers  Head of Year 9 
 
 

GCSE Options Evening updated information  

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/gcse-option-choices/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/gcse-option-choices/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/gcse-option-choices/
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https://ultimateguides.ucas.com/choosingyourgcsesubjects/
https://ultimateguides.ucas.com/choosingyourgcsesubjects/
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The USA Ski Trip for Years 7—8  (current years) is now available. 

For more information or to sign up, please email Mr Macdonald—pmacdonald@beechencliff org.uk 

 

Mr P Macdonald 

Trip Lead 

USA Ski Trip 2026 

Extra –Curricular 

Extra Curricular Clubs and Activities Terms  3 and 4 

The list of Extra-curricular Clubs and Activities on offer for Terms 3 and 4 can be found on the school 

website. 

Link to Extra-curricular List 

mailto:pmacdonald@beechencliff%20org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Extra-Curricular-provision-Terms-3-4-2025.pdf


LIBRARY NEWS  

Our library is a safe, welcoming space for all which supports  

a love of reading and learning across the school community. 
 

Exciting Reading Opportunity for Year 8-Year 10 

You are aware that Beechen Cliff is part of a big-
ger family of schools called the MNSP trust. 
What you might not know is that the secondary 
school librarians in the trust have been having 
secret meetings to put together a plan for a     
special book club!  

The 12 secondary school libraries in the trust nominated books 
that have been particularly popular. From this, a shortlist of 6 
books was been created. We are inviting anyone in Year 8 - Year 
10 to read these books and judge them across a set of criteria. 
These judgements will be collated by the librarian team and an 
overall MNSP Best Book of 2025 will be chosen.  

We are excited to announce that a special book award ceremony 
will be held in May and hope to take a minibus of pupils to           
attend the ceremony at Frome College. The more books you  
read, the more chance you have to get a place on the bus! Listen 
out for announcements in assembly and tutor time and you can 
find the books and judging sheets in the library. 

The Library Team. 

The library is for everyone. Keep Reading! 

Laura Bridge, Literacy Coordinator and Library Lead        
lbridge@beechencliff.org.uk 

More Millionaires 

We challenged the boys in Year 7 and Year 8 to 
read as much as they could over Christmas and 
they did not disappoint!   

We now have 16 millionaire readers and 12 boys 
who have read at least 500,000 words. In total, the 
boys in Year 7 and Year 8 have quizzed on books 
equivalent to 52 million words! 

New Millionaires (Jan 2025): Simon M, Marcus 
C, Jan S, Marcus G, Thomas C, ALbert J, Theo M, 
Alex B, Hugo M-R 

New Half Millionaires (Jan 2025):David S, Ed-
ward, Danny McG, Ruadh O’N, Jem H, Harry B, 
Ralph S, Logan H, Raphi M, Charlie C, Freddie J. 

Well done everyone who has read and quizzed!             
Keep up the good work! 

I am excited to introduce Mrs Speller, 
who will be joining Mrs Jones and 
myself as a school librarian. Mrs 
Speller will be working in the library 
on  Mondays and Tuesdays. She has 
worked as a teacher for many years, 
speaks Italian and French  (as well as 

English!) and has a wonderful knowledge of books 
for all ages. We are lucky to have  someone with her 
experience join our team! 

mailto:%20lbridge@beechencliff.org.uk


 Fixture Result 

Monday                               
13th January 

U14B Football v Downend 3-1 

U13B Football v Downend 1-1 

U12B Football v Downend 4-0 

Tuesday 
14st January 

U15B Football v Downend 1-6  

U14 A Football v Clevedon Community School 2-1 

Boys U15A Hockey v Downside School 1-0  

Boys U14A v Downside 4-1  

Thursday                     
16th January 

2nd X1 Football v Stonar U18A tbc  

U15A Football v Writhlington tbc  

Boys U18A Hockey  v Downside School tbc 

Boys U18A Hockey  v Prior Park College tbc 

2nd XI Hockey v  Downside School tbc 

Boys U16A Hockey v Downside tbc 

SPORTS RESULTS 

Sports results from this week’s fixtures. 

U13b Football v Downend 1 –1 draw 

U12b Football v Downend 4—0 win  

U14 winners 2-1 v Clevedon School in the Somerset Cup 



Fixtures for week commencing  20th January 2025 (details correct at the time of publication) 

Please visit Beechen Cliff Sports page  for up to date information 

  Fixture 

Start time/

kick off Meet time Transport 

Finish/

Return 

time 
  

Monday 20th 

January 

  

U12a&b hockey v KW (a) 
13:00 12:15 MB   

U16 football v Castle (a) 
14:00 12:00 MB   

  

Tuesday 

21st January 

U14a&b football v QEH (h) 
14:15 13:45     

U15a&b football v QEH (a) 14:15 12:45 MB x 2   
U13a&b hockey v KW (a) 13:00   MB   
U14 rugby v Robert Blake (a) 14:30 11:45 Coach- 12:00   

Wednesday 

22nd January 

U13a&b football v QEH (h) 
14:15 13:45     

1st XI football v Nailsea (a)         

U17 rugby v Bishop Wand @ Hazelwood 
14:00 9:45 Coach- 10am   

Thursday 23rd             
January 

1st & 2nd Netball v Monkton (a) 
14:30 13:45     

2nd & 3rd XI football v Prior (h) 14:30 13:45     
Year 9 parents evening         

Friday 24th                  
January 

GCSE golf moderation @ Bath GC 
12:45 12:30 MB   

U14 Hockey v Downside 4—1 win U13 Hockey v Downside 5—1  win 

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374


 

WELLBEING 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

We hopeful you all had a restful holiday break and that everyone is settling back into the routine          
of school. 

Something that we often share with the students is an easy breathing exercise that they can use in 
school or anywhere to reduce their worries and manage their thoughts.  

We thought we would share it with you and perhaps you would like to try it or practice it with your       
family.  

This calming breathing technique for stress, anxiety and panic takes just a few minutes and can be 
done anywhere. 

You will get the most benefit if you do it regularly, as part of your daily routine, not only when you are 
experiencing panic or overthinking. 

Your breath can be used to lower your heart rate and enable you to be in a calmer state more often. 

 Let your breath flow as deep down into your belly as is comfortable, without forcing it. Imagine 
that you are inflating a balloon and then slowly deflating it. 

 Try breathing in through your nose and out through your nose. 

 Breathe in gently and regularly. Some people find it helpful to count steadily from 1 to 5. You may 
not be able to reach 5 at first. 

 Then let it flow out gently, counting from 1 to 7, if you find this helpful. 

 Keep doing this for at least 5 minutes. 
 

The Wellbeing Team 

Breathing Exercises for Managing Worries - 



  CAREERS 

Beechen Cliff Careers Newsletter 

The newest edition of our Beechen Cliff Future 

Horizon Careers publication is  published alongside 

this school newsletter.   
 

If you would like any further support or information 
please let me know  careers@beechencliff.org.uk. 
 

Mrs E Pascoe 

Head of Careers 

 

 

As part of our ongoing efforts to support the         
career development of our students, we would like 
to inform you that a wealth of career-related          
opportunities and resources are regularly shared 
with students via their year group Careers Google 
Classrooms as well as the weekly Careers              
Newsletter.  These resources include: 
 
  Work Experience Opportunities 
 Workshops and Insight Events 
 Careers Information and Guidance 
 External Career-related Resources 
 
We strongly encourage all students to check their      
respective Google Classrooms regularly so that 
they do not miss out on any valuable                 
opportunities. These events and experiences can 
play a pivotal role in helping students explore          
potential career paths, develop skills, and make 
informed decisions about their future. 
 
For Year 10 and Year 12 only 
Students should use Unifrog, our comprehensive       
careers platform, to support their research and 
skills development when making decisions about 
work experience. Unifrog offers a wealth of       
resources to help students explore different career 
paths, identify relevant skills, and connect with 
opportunities that match their interests. 
 
Additionally, I am pleased to let you that            
applications are now open for the following work 
experience        opportunities: 
 
Buro Happold - www.burohappold.com/work-
experience-uk 

Wessex Water - https://careers.ytluk.co.uk/wessex-
water/work-experience 

Bath Uni - Year 12 - www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/
work-experience-at-the-university-of-bath 

Team Bath - www.teambath.com/work-experience 

British Army - sign up through school - students to 
email Mrs Pascoe if they are interested - further  
information is on their Google Classroom - limited 
places. 
 
If you have any questions or would like further in-
formation, please do not hesitate to contact the 
school’s Careers department ca-
reers@beechencliff.org.uk  

Thank you for your continued support in ensuring 
that our students take full advantage of these        
opportunities. 
 
 
Mrs Emma Pascoe 
Head of Careers 
 
 

Career Resources Information letter  

mailto:careers@beechencliff.org.uk
http://www.burohappold.com/work-experience-uk
http://www.burohappold.com/work-experience-uk
https://careers.ytluk.co.uk/wessex-water/work-experience
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http://www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/work-experience-at-the-university-of-bath
http://www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/work-experience-at-the-university-of-bath
http://www.teambath.com/work-experience
mailto:careers@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:careers@beechencliff.org.uk


Lloyds Banking Group Work Experience Day in Bristol! 
 

Dive into the World of Finance and Digital Banking - Saturday 8th February 
 

For the attention off Year 11, 12 and 13 Students 
We're excited to offer you a remarkable opportunity to step into the vibrant and ever-changing world of banking 
and finance 

Join us at the Lloyds Banking Group Work Experience Day taking place in Bristol on Saturday, 8th February for 
an unparalleled opportunity to network and discover what it's really like to be part of a leading financial institu-
tion. 

Taking place on Saturday gives you the full flexibility not to miss school or university and gain something fantastic 
to put on your CV’s. We have two time slots morning and afternoon, and you can choose which session you’d like 
to join. This event is specially designed for students to gain a real-world understanding of what goes on at the UK’s 
biggest banking groups! 

Who are LBG: 

Lloyds Banking Group is a world-renowned commercial, personal and investment banking management firm and 
are also the UK’s biggest Bank. LBG has over 30 million customers and around 60,000 employees globally as well 
as being a FTSE 100 company. Under the Lloyds Banking Group business, they also own Halifax and Bank of 
Scotland as well as other financial institutions such as Scottish Widows. 

Event Experience: 

You'll have the chance to meet and engage with professionals and apprentices who have first-hand experience in 
various roles at the bank, take part in workshops, career development sessions as well as lots of networking. 

Apply today and secure your place for this work experience opportunity! 

The day will take place on Saturday 8th February and the Morning session runs from 10:00am–12:30pm and the 
Afternoon session runs from 14:00–16:30pm. Please click the link below to sign up and select which time slot 
you’d like to join. You can also bring a parent/ guardian along with you if traveling from outside of Bristol. 

Application Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LBG-Fest-Bristol 

If you have any questions please let me know. 

Dan Miller 

Founder and CEO | 

W: young-professionals.uk 

Instagram: @youngprouk Twitter: @youngproukE:dan.miller@young-professionals.uk 

Beechen Cliff's Careers Department has bought access 
for pupils in Year 11, 12 and 13 to take part in the  
Careers People's Apprenticeship Academy which is a 6 
week programme that provides students with everything 
they need to know to find, apply for and interview for 
apprenticeship opportunities in the UK. 
 

The next Apprenticeship Academy programme runs 
from 26th February - 2nd April. There are two time 
slots available: 
 

4.00pm -5.30pm or 7.00pm -8.00pm 
 

Please click below to register:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdUJZDIhD0Jz2L8j67oRQhQ6byNhHd6K
rsQdzfq-6O0jclDbQ/viewform 
 

If you would like any further information let me know. 
 

Mrs Pascoe  
Head of Careers 

Careers People - Apprenticeship Academy 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LBG-Fest-Bristol
http://young-professionals.uk/
mailto:dan.miller@young-professionals.uk
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Post 16 options webinar for parents & carers - Wednesday, 22 January, 6-7pm 
 
Find out more about post 16 options 
and the growth in green job            
opportunities in a range of sectors in 
the local area. 
 
The session will be run live online       
by experienced career advisers from 
the Careerpilot Team based at the 
University of Bath. 
 
Book your place here: 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/post-16-options-webinar-for-parents-carers-tickets-1027898842107?
aff=oddtdtcreator 
 

 

http://www.bathcollege.ac.uk/openevents
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/post-16-options-webinar-for-parents-carers-tickets-1027898842107?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/post-16-options-webinar-for-parents-carers-tickets-1027898842107?aff=oddtdtcreator


We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are not the         

responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School.  

Community Links 

Parental Knife Crime Awareness Events.   
The B&NES Violence Reduction Partnership (VRP)  upcoming Parental Knife Crime 
Awareness events.  

The next  event is Wednesday 22nd January 2025 – please book your ticket for this 
now. 

Events will now take place on: 

o   Wednesday 22nd January 2025 at Newbridge Primary School 

o   Monday 10th February 2025 at Chew Valley School 

These events are aimed at parents and carers who would like to know more about the dangers of knife crime or 
are concerned that their children are at risk; increasing  awareness of key issues surrounding knife crime,          
empowering you and your children to make informed and positive decisions to stay safe. 

You will have the opportunity to hear from a guest speaker with lived experience, who has been  personally        
affected by knife crime, followed by a panel discussion with the opportunity to ask questions.  There will also be 
an opportunity to hear about the support available for children and families in B&NES and view a partnership 
film on county lines from a B&NES’ perspective. 

The Bath & North East Somerset Violence Reduction Partnership (VRP) is a multi-agency partnership that aims 
to prevent and reduce violence in the area. We work to understand and address the root  causes of violence, to 
prevent further violent crimes from occurring in the future. We provide resources and support the work of       
professionals and community groups who help children at risk or involved in serious violence. 
 
For queries, please email VRP_Events@bathnes.gov.uk. 

Or book your ticket now on Eventbrite: 

Newbridge Primary School: https://KnifeAwarenessNewbridge.eventbrite.co.uk 

Chew Valley School: https://KnifeAwarenessChewValley.eventbrite.co.uk 

 
The Violence Reduction Partnership 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fknifeawarenessnewbridge.eventbrite.co.uk%2f&c=E,1,UwNKjr8L2v7PWAUI0tnN35E0iAOoPjTbAyVCQbUoGtfi8EstTkJFTUrfi_dmy89rbgydS11IexLPfa1SoLf0g6QGa8GnxeXqGm12rJtcvl1kGX4ylg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fknifeawarenesschewvalley.eventbrite.co.uk%2f&c=E,1,HIogcvS3dk0yTpOLH3SgXBkf7FlDDqD_ImFWmWDQuRljSb7LyjC5BJSpSPlHYDPCvAoW9puRYJY9_JBwCzBB8EidM9RZ5k5hJBTmpE_kuNs-6w,,&typo=1
mailto:VRP_Events@bathnes.gov.uk
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fKnifeAwarenessNewbridge.eventbrite.co.uk&c=E,1,fPLavtneho-xkY8nSZG5ji9R5zWKJmchMtipsa0Ej8cD5hanzlqsJt-NLP9Sq4uxL9RpI3WyRI6qyrp7b5R3KZVLdn3GE__RnoVYn2ZYCDVA0sw,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fKnifeAwarenessChewValley.eventbrite.co.uk&c=E,1,ridRD3n2lsWelXrJpeeVCo09_oFD7tn-u0KGq0UDGugDGykrHOhLrFMZB-El7n577_s0p8iMUrldwI3y4pyYzJz_xqHOJVQK7lHhC0Xxg7NuQxyo32pix3mJBw,,&typo=1&ancr_add=1




PERFORMANCE CAMPS 

HOCKEY CAMP 




