
BEECHEN CLIFF  

Newsletter 30th January 2025 

Message from the Headteacher 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

This week we have been pleased to welcome back our former Head 
of History to lead assemblies for pupils in Year 7-11 on Holocaust 
Memorial Day, which has also been our Theme of the Week in tutor 
time sessions for Years 7-10.  

This year marks 80 years since the 80th anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau and we believe it is really important that        
pupils understand about the Holocaust and more recent genocides 
so they can challenge prejudice and be part of creating a better           
future. We are also aware that recent events around the world make this memorial particularly poignant for 
members of our community and would ask parents to contact us if any pupils need any additional support            
during this time. 

 

Calendar 
Friday 31st January 

Year 12 Languages Trip - Bath University 
  

Friday 31st January -  Sunday 2nd February  

Ten Tors Training -  Black Mountains 
  

Thursday 6th February 

Bands Night @5.30pm 
  

Monday 10th—Friday  14th February 

National Apprenticeships Week 
  

Friday 14th February 

End Term 3 
  

Monday 24th February 

Term 4 Start 
 

Tuesday 25th February—Friday 28th 

Year 11 and Year 13 Mock Week 1 
 

Monday 3rd—Friday 7th March 

Year 11 and Year 13  Mock Week 2 
  

Monday 3rd—Friday 7th March 

National Careers Week 



In other news this week, forty Year 10 and 11 mathematicians have taken part in the Intermediate Maths         
Challenge. We have a proud history of success in this event and Mr Henly will share the outcomes with pupils 
and parents in due course. 

 

We have also had considerable success in hockey this week with the U14s earning a 4-3 comeback win           
against Stonar and the U16s reaching the regional finals after their tournament on Monday. Well done to        
all involved! 

 

Finally, this weekend we have students undertaking the second round of their Ten Tors training in the Black 
Mountains and we wish them all the best. 

 

 

 

 

T D Markall 

Headteacher 

 



Key Notices 

Lower School Pupils  

To report a Lower 
School absence please 
call the School direct on 
01225 485222  OR 
email the lower school 
attendance at   

attendance 
@beechencliff.org.uk.  

 

Sixth Form Students  

For a Sixth Form         
student absence please 
call the School direct on 
01225 485221 OR you 
can email Sixth Form 
attendance at                                               
sixthattend-
ance@beechencliff.org.uk 

PLANNED ABSENCES 
For planned absences please contact the             
attendance office - attendance@beechencliff.org.uk         
for a copy of the ‘absence request form'. 

REPORTING ALL PUPIL ABSENCES Menu - w/c 3rd  February 
 

Monday: Thai Green Chicken Curry, Mixed Bean 
Chilli 

Tuesday:  Braised Beef with Peppercorn Sauce, 
Lentil Cottage Pie (D) 

Wednesday:   Roast Turkey, Creamy Mushroom 
and Red Onion Pancake (D,W)              

Thursday:  Sundried Tomato Pepper and          
Parmesan Risotto (D), Creamy Pesto pea and      
Spinach Pasta (W) 

Friday:  BBQ Pork Bap (W), Falafel Burger with 
Minted Mayo (W)   
 

 
 

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped 
up at all times to avoid disappointment.  
 

Thank you 
 

Dan Keal 

Head Chef 

(W) = Contains Wheat Products 

(D) = Contains Dairy Products  

All absences from School including  late arrivals and  
medical   appointments are to be reported to School  
promptly.  Please take note of the following correct   
direct  contact  details.  

 

IMPORTANT—UPCOMING MOCK EXAMS 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Year 11 and 13 students will complete their next set of Mock Examinations next term and are working 
hard in revising for these.  
 
Copies of the overall timetables for both Year 11 and 13 are available to view on our website at this        
address: https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/exams-assessment/ 
 
I wish them all the very best in their preparations.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Andrew Seal 
Deputy Headteacher 
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SCHOOL NURSING SERVICE 
 
B&NES School Nursing, Health Visiting and Family Nurse Partnership are introducing a new identity to 
bring together Public Health Nursing Services. 
  
We would like your feedback on our new title ‘B&NES Public Health Nursing Services’ as well as your 
thoughts on our new logo and icon. 
  
Please complete and share widely with Service Users – Children, Young People and their families who  
live in B&NES as well as B&NES Stakeholder colleagues. 
  
There is a short timeframe for responses, with the deadline end of Tuesday 
4th February 2025 
  
Access the short survey using: https://forms.office.com/e/yTZtwgLVwy 
  
Or by using the QR code : 
 

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust 
 

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the MNSP Trust  
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm 

School Contacts 
We believe that communication between parents and  carers and the School is really important. If            
parents or carers have a concern, query or information to pass on then please do contact us.  
 

A list of contact details for senior staff is available on the School Website and via the  link  Contacts 
 

Alternatively please email headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk   and the  message will be passed on to the 
appropriate person to respond. 

SUMMER EXTERNAL EXAMS - GCSE & A LEVELS 

The draft Examination Timetable for Summer 2025 is now available on the school website or you can 
view using the link below.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1s01CjgrN6s5wwhYa3yXKYvDEnd184JyC1RfelVzxu28/edit?
gid=0#gid=0 

Please be aware this includes both A level and GCSE Exams.  

Mrs J Cotterell 

Exams Office 

https://forms.office.com/e/yTZtwgLVwy
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Supporting Children to Develop Emotional Literacy 
This Information sheet is also published alongside this Newsletter. 



Artist Joshua Donkor 

We are really excited to share the news that ex Beechen 
Cliff student Joshua Donkor has an exhibition at The 
Holburne Museum in Bath. Joshua attended Beechen 
Cliff 9 years ago and completed both GCSE and A Level 
Art. 

We were lucky enough to have a workshop delivered by 
Josh last week for our A Level students. It was wonderful 
having Josh back in school, and he really enjoyed being 
back in the Art block. Joshua is also leading two GCSE 
workshops with our Year 10 students in February at The 
Holburne. We are incredibly proud of Joshua and his 
amazing achievements. 

 

The Holbourne Museum 
 

I have more souls than one  
 

18 January – 5 May 2025 

His work is deeply personal,  
using portraiture to reflect          
family history, identities and 
experiences, exploring how          
feelings of belonging and              
estrangement play out through            
different generations. 

Donkor approaches portraiture 
as a collaborative exercise     
between him and his sitters. He 
works with  the subjects of his 
paintings to identify objects and 
images that convey their          
personal narrative, including family photos, fabrics and personal belongings. 

 

Mrs A Wilmot 

Art 



LIBRARY NEWS  
 

 

This week, Mr Powell, The Director of Education for the MNSP Trust, came to 
Beechen to take a close look at our reading provision across the school. During a 
busy morning, he spoke to staff and students about their experiences of reading,   
observed a reading lesson and asked about all the opportunities for reading we     
provide our pupils and students. 

I am delighted to report that Mr Powell was very impressed with reading provision at 
Beechen Cliff. He mentioned that the pupils fully understand the value of reading, 

read broadly in class and are well supported in lessons across the curriculum. Staff understand their roles 
in promoting reading and have effective strategies for adapting learning to support lower readers. Mr     
Powell mentioned that there is strong provision to support reading for pleasure across the school and that 
our tutor time provision is extensive. He also noted that our reading ages and progress across all readers is 
strong.  

Encouraging reading in teen boys involves a whole team of people - tutors, class teachers, librarians,           
senior leaders and parents. I’d like to thank the staff for their hard work and parents who are regularly               
encouraging your boys to read at home (and to record their reading in their planners). For those of you 
who are finding this a struggle, you are not alone! According to the National Literacy Trust the percentage 
of young people in England who said they enjoyed reading was at its lowest since 2025, with boys having a 
greater drop in reading enjoyment than girls since last year.: 

We are proud that we are bucking the national trend at Beechen Cliff but are aware that maintaining    
reading through the upper teen years can be a challenge. If you want more advice on how to help your son 
read more regularly, please get in touch.  

Our library is a safe, welcoming space for all which supports  

a love of reading and learning across the school community.  

Blue Peter Badges 

It has been brought to my attention 
that pupils up to the age of 15 can 
earn a special Blue Peter Book 
Badge by writing a review and        
creating an illustration of one of 

their favourite books.  All the details can be found 
here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/
blue-peter-apply-for-a-book-badge 

You can apply by post or online. If you need support 
in doing this, please come to the library. Holding a 
Blue Peter badge means you get free entry to over 
200 UK attractions! 

BBC Inside the               
Factory 

Another BBC related point 
of interest was this weeks’ 
episode (S9Ep5) which 
looked at how hardback books are made. The        
episode also looks at how Braille was invented and 
how your eyes actually read the words on the page! 
Very literary. Check it out here: https://
www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027f48/inside-
the-factory-series-9-5-hardback-books 

Laura Bridge, 

Literacy Coordinator and Library Lead 

lbridge@beechencliff.org.uk 
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Food and Hospitality 
Last week, Year 8 Food students we asked to design and make their own 'Fake Away' take away. Here are 
just a few of the delicious foods made by Year 8 students last week in their 60 minute lesson! 

 

Mrs Kathryn Gallagher 

Food Lead 



Extra –Curricular 

Extra Curricular Clubs and Activities Terms  3 and 4 

The list of Extra-curricular Clubs and Activities on offer for Terms 3 and 4 can be found on the school 

website. 

Link to Extra-curricular List 

CROSS TRUST BANDS NIGHT 

We are excited to invite you 
to Beechen Cliff’s Cross 
Trust Bands Night 2025 on 
Thursday 6th February. This 
is a staple of the Beechen 
Cliff calendar and will               
feature bands from Beechen 
Cliff, as well as Hayesfield 
and St Marks school.  

 
Doors to the Main Hall will 
open at 5:30pm, with bands 
performing from 5:40pm. 
The event should finish 
around 9pm.  

 

If you wish to attend this 
event, which is open to           
students, and their friends 
and family, tickets can be 
purchased in advance via 
ParentPay for £5. 

 
If you have any questions,       
or have special access requirements please contact jharrman@beechencliff.org.uk. 

 
We look forward to welcoming you on the 6th February. 

 
 

Mr J Harriman and the Beechen Cliff Tech Team 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Extra-Curricular-provision-Terms-3-4-2025.pdf
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SPORTS RESULTS 

FIXTURE SCORE 

Thursday 23rd              

January 

NETBALL BCS 1st v Monkton (a) 16-27 

NETBALL BCS 2nd v Monkton (a) 0-0 

Monday 27th           
January 

CRICKET U13a  indoor cricket @ Wellsway won 

HOCKEY BCS Boys U16a  v Avon Hockey (A) @ Clifton College 
Thru to regional  finals 

Tuesday 28th 

 January 

HOCKEY BCS U15a  v  Stonar (h) 4-3 

HOCKEY BCS U14a   v  Stonar (h) 4-2  

FOOTBALL BCS U14a  v Stanchester (h) 0-1 

FOOTBAL BCS U13a  v Nailsea (a) 8-1 

Wednesday 29th 

January 

HOCKEY BCS U13a v Stonar (h) 3-1 

HOCKEY BCS U12a v Stonar (a) 2-1 

Under 16 Hockey @ Avon schools Tournament 
 
The U16 Hockey team 
had a fantastic day at the 
Avon schools tournament 
on  Monday, securing 
wins in three out of their 
four matches. They         
triumphed over KES,            
Monkton, and                     
Kingswood, showcasing 
impressive skill and               
teamwork throughout. 
With these victories, 
they’ve earned a                      
well-deserved spot in the               
regional finals in February.  
 
Well done to all the boys involved—your hard work and determination paid off. 
 
 
Elliot Hill 
Teacher of PE 



Beechen Under 14 Hockey v Stonar 

Congratulations to the U14 hockey team who 
came back from 2-0 and 3-2 down to beat Stonar 
4-3 on Tuesday.  

 

The second half performance in particular was          
phenomenal! 

 

Mr K Morris 

Assistant Head - Character Development 

 

  Fixture 

Start time/

kick off Meet time 

Return 

Time 

Monday                    

3rd February 

U12a, b & c football v QEH (A) 14:15     

U15 hockey v KW (A) 14:45 14:00    

Tuesday                           

4th February 

U15 b&c football v QEH (H) 14:15 13:45    

U15a Football v QEH (A)   14:15 12:45    

Wednesday                                    
5th February 

U12a & c football v Clifton Prep (A) 14:00  12:30    

U13a, b & c football v QEH (A) 14:15 12:15    

U17 rugby v Richard Huish (A) 14:00     

Thursday                           
6th February 

1st & 2nd XI football v KES (H) 14:30     

1st & 2nd netball v RHS (Uni)  15:30     

U14 rugby v Churchill (A) 14:00 12:00   

Friday 7th                        
GCSE golf moderation @ Bath GC 12:45 12:30   

Please visit Beechen Cliff Sports page  for up to date information 

Fixtures for week commencing  3rd February 2025 (details correct at the time of publication) 

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374


 
Go-Kart Champion in Training 
 
Liam in Year 11 has been attending Team Sport 
on  Mondays in the hope of qualifying for                    
national level races.  
 
He is currently training in the 16+ category along 
with many other experienced drivers who are 
much older than him.  
 
In recent practice sessions he has started at the 
back  and finished in the first two. Liam was            
inspired to compete after completing a vehicle 
maintenance course at Wheels in Brislington last 
year as part of his studies. 
 
We wish Liam all the best in his endeavours and 
look forward to hearing of his future success. 
 
Ms Joanna Blair 
Assistant Head Teacher, SENDCO and PP Lead 
 

Achievements 



WELLBEING 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We hope this finds you well and that you are managing in the colder and wetter weather.  
 
We are fast approaching February and the evenings are getting lighter so we are looking forward to     the 
small signs of spring. 
 
 We would like to introduce to you three social work students from the University of Bath. They are       
in their final year and on their placement with our Solution Focus practitioner Tara Gretton.  
 
 The three students are based across the hub schools, Beecham Cliff, Hayesfield and St Mark's and a    
few schools in the Norton Hill and Radstock area.  
 
We are really excited to have the students with us. The students will be trained as Solution Focus         
practitioners to a Level 3 certificate and they will be providing one-to-one work and group work with   
our students across the schools.  
 
 So a warm welcome to them and if you have any questions please do reach out to the wellbeing     
team.  
 
 Wishing you a lovely weekend  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Wellbeing Team 
 



Calling all Education and Industry Partners in the Bath and Bristol area  
 
Join us and representatives from Deloitte, Airbus, and the University of Bristol plus more at Beechen 
Cliff School’s Sixth Form Futures Fair this March. 
 
We’ll be providing our students with an invaluable opportunity to explore a diverse range of career paths 
and higher education options while connecting with leading employers and universities from across the 
region. 
 
Details below, message me on LinkedIn or email careers@beechencliff.org.uk if you’re interested in            

taking part or would like more info.  
 

CAREERS 

Beechen Cliff Careers Newsletter 

The newest edition of our Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication is  published alongside this school 

newsletter.   
 

If you would like any further support or information please let me know  careers@beechencliff.org.uk. 
 

Mrs E Pascoe 

Head of Careers 
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http://www.bathcollege.ac.uk/openevents


Lloyds Banking Group Work Experience Day in Bristol! 
 

Dive into the World of Finance and Digital Banking - Saturday 8th February 
 

For the attention off Year 11, 12 and 13 Students 
We're excited to offer you a remarkable opportunity to step into the vibrant and ever-changing world of banking 
and finance 

Join us at the Lloyds Banking Group Work Experience Day taking place in Bristol on Saturday, 8th February for 
an unparalleled opportunity to network and discover what it's really like to be part of a leading financial institu-
tion. 

Taking place on Saturday gives you the full flexibility not to miss school or university and gain something fantastic 
to put on your CV’s. We have two time slots morning and afternoon, and you can choose which session you’d like 
to join. This event is specially designed for students to gain a real-world understanding of what goes on at the UK’s 
biggest banking groups! 

Who are LBG: 

Lloyds Banking Group is a world-renowned commercial, personal and investment banking management firm and 
are also the UK’s biggest Bank. LBG has over 30 million customers and around 60,000 employees globally as well 
as being a FTSE 100 company. Under the Lloyds Banking Group business, they also own Halifax and Bank of 
Scotland as well as other financial institutions such as Scottish Widows. 

Event Experience: 

You'll have the chance to meet and engage with professionals and apprentices who have first-hand experience in 
various roles at the bank, take part in workshops, career development sessions as well as lots of networking. 

Apply today and secure your place for this work experience opportunity! 

The day will take place on Saturday 8th February and the Morning session runs from 10:00am–12:30pm and the 
Afternoon session runs from 14:00–16:30pm. Please click the link below to sign up and select which time slot 
you’d like to join. You can also bring a parent/ guardian along with you if traveling from outside of Bristol. 

Application Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LBG-Fest-Bristol 

If you have any questions please let me know. 

Dan Miller 

Founder and CEO | 

W: young-professionals.uk 

Instagram: @youngprouk Twitter: @youngproukE:dan.miller@young-professionals.uk 

Beechen Cliff's Careers Department has bought access 
for pupils in Year 11, 12 and 13 to take part in the  
Careers People's Apprenticeship Academy which is a 6 
week programme that provides students with everything 
they need to know to find, apply for and interview for 
apprenticeship opportunities in the UK. 
 

The next Apprenticeship Academy programme runs 
from 26th February - 2nd April. There are two time 
slots available: 
 

4.00pm -5.30pm or 7.00pm -8.00pm 
 

Please click below to register:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdUJZDIhD0Jz2L8j67oRQhQ6byNhHd6K
rsQdzfq-6O0jclDbQ/viewform 
 

If you would like any further information let me know. 
 

Mrs Pascoe  
Head of Careers 

Careers People - Apprenticeship Academy 
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We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are not the         

responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School.  

Community Links 

Parental Knife Crime Awareness Events.   
The B&NES Violence Reduction Partnership (VRP)  upcoming Parental Knife Crime 
Awareness events.  

Events will now take place on: 

o   Monday 10th February 2025 at Chew Valley School 

These events are aimed at parents and carers who would like to know more about the dangers of knife crime or 
are concerned that their children are at risk; increasing  awareness of key issues surrounding knife crime,          
empowering you and your children to make informed and positive decisions to stay safe. 

You will have the opportunity to hear from a guest speaker with lived experience, who has been  personally        
affected by knife crime, followed by a panel discussion with the opportunity to ask questions.  There will also be 
an opportunity to hear about the support available for children and families in B&NES and view a partnership 
film on county lines from a B&NES’ perspective. 

The Bath & North East Somerset Violence Reduction Partnership (VRP) is a multi-agency partnership that aims 
to prevent and reduce violence in the area. We work to understand and address the root  causes of violence, to 
prevent further violent crimes from occurring in the future. We provide resources and support the work of       
professionals and community groups who help children at risk or involved in serious violence. 
 
For queries, please email VRP_Events@bathnes.gov.uk. 

Or book your ticket now on Eventbrite: 

Chew Valley School: https://KnifeAwarenessChewValley.eventbrite.co.uk 

 
The Violence Reduction Partnership 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fknifeawarenesschewvalley.eventbrite.co.uk%2f&c=E,1,HIogcvS3dk0yTpOLH3SgXBkf7FlDDqD_ImFWmWDQuRljSb7LyjC5BJSpSPlHYDPCvAoW9puRYJY9_JBwCzBB8EidM9RZ5k5hJBTmpE_kuNs-6w,,&typo=1
mailto:VRP_Events@bathnes.gov.uk
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PERFORMANCE CAMPS 

HOCKEY CAMP 






