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Message from the Headteacher 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Another busy week is flying by and we cant believe we are almost half 
way through this term. 
 

Over the last week we have been celebrating International Women’s  
Day and looking at women that inspire us from all walks of life.          
Year 11 and year 13 mock exams are now complete and the focus         
now is an understanding  of how to improve grades further and final              
exam preparation. 
 

Super curricular lectures are now underway at lunchtimes with                  
different staff. 
 

The last week has seen lots of fixtures and trips including pupils                
attending the Commonwealth Service at Westminster Abbey and a   
multitude of Sports Fixtures including Year 9 and Year 10 rugby teams 
who are playing in the  
final of the Somerset Cup 
in  Bridgewater today.  At 
the time of writing the 
U14 have been crowned 
Somerset Champions with 
55-19 victory over       
Clevedon.    The  U15 
kick off shortly and we 
wish them good luck! 
 

Final rehearsals for the school concert on 28th March and Shrek from 1st  - 4th April are now underway.  We look 
forward to as many parents joining us to support these events 
 

 

 

 

Mr T D Markall 

Headteacher 

Calendar 

Monday 3rd—Friday 7th March 

National Careers Week 
 

Thursday 20th March 

Ignite Day 3 

Sixth Form Futures Careers Fair 2025       
10am-1pm @Beechen Cliff 
 

Wednesday 26th March 

Annual School Concert at St Luke’s 
Church 
 

Tuesday 1st April—Friday 4th April 

School Production - Shrek the Musical @ 
The Roper Theatre, Bath - 7pm each 
evening 
 

Friday 4th April 

Term 4 Ends 
 

Tuesday 22nd April 

Start of Term 5 
 

Thursday 24th April 

Year 8 Parents Evening- 4.30-8pm  



Key Notices 

REPORTING ALL  PUPIL ABSENCES 

All absences from School including  late arrivals and  medical appointments are to be     
reported to School  promptly.  Please take note of the following correct  direct  contact  
details.  

Lower School Pupils  

To report a Lower School absence please call the School direct on 01225 485222  OR email the lower 
school attendance at   

attendance @beechencliff.org.uk.  

Sixth Form Students  

For a Sixth Form student absence please call the School direct on 01225 485221 OR you can email 
Sixth Form attendance at sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk 

PLANNED ABSENCES 
For planned absences please contact the attendance office - attendance@beechencliff.org.uk for a 
copy of the ‘absence request form'. 

PROGRESS REPORTS 
 

The second Progress Report for Years 9 and 10 are now available to view on Talaxy.  
If you need any assistance logging onto Talaxy, please email hrogers@beechencliff.org.uk 
 
I hope that these provide a timely update as to how your son is doing in each of his subjects.  
If you have any questions about his progress, please email headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk and 
your query will be directed to the relevant member of staff.  
 
Kind Regards 
 
Mr Andrew Seal  
Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum and Assessment) 

 

School Contacts 
We believe that communication between parents and  carers and the School is really important. If  parents or   
carers have a concern, query or information to pass on then please do contact us.  
 

A list of contact details for senior staff is available on the School Website and via the  link  Contacts 
 

Alternatively please email headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk   and the  message will be passed on to the              
appropriate person to respond. 

mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:hrogers@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/contact/staff-emails/
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk


 

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust 
 

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the MNSP Trust  
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm 

Menu of the week for week commencing 17th March 
 
 

Monday:  Pork Goulash, Bruschetta (W) 
Tuesday:  Chicken Korma, Bombay Aloo 
Wednesday: Roast Turkey, Goats Cheese Pepper and Potato Frittata (D)  
Thursday:  Jambalaya, Mozzarella Tomato and Basil Pinwheel (W,D) 
Friday:  Fishermans Pie (D), Pasta Arrabiata (W)  
 

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to avoid disappointment.  
Thank you 
 

Dan Keal 
Head Chef 

Essential Equipment for Every Pupil 

Every pupil is required to have a pencil case 
that  contains these items: 
 

Pupils do not require scissors – these will be  
provided by teachers when required. 

All pupils are also expected to have a reading 
book with them every day to support our 
school reading culture.  

Full details can be found here. 

Many thanks for ensuring your child is fully 
equipped and  ready to learn.  
 

 

Mr M Ambrose 

Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral) 

 

 Ink pen and cartridges or roller 
ball pen  (blue or black)  Ruler (15cm/6in) 

 Biro pen (spare)  Highlighters 

 Green Biro pen  Glue stick 

 Purple Biro pen  Compass and protractor 

 Pencils & coloured pencils 
 Scientific Calculator  (our 

recommendation is CASIO 
FX-83GTX & FX-85GTX)  Pencil sharpener & eraser 

(W) = Contains Wheat Products 

(D) = Contains Dairy Products  

https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Information-for-New-Parents-Booklet-FINAL-June-2021.docx-Google-Docs.pdf


Information Sheet for Parents and Carers about Fortnite 

An electronic version to view is published alongside this newsletter. 



LIBRARY NEWS  
 

 

 

Our library is a safe, welcoming space for all which supports  

a love of reading and learning across the school community.  

The library is for everyone. Keep Reading!  
Mrs L Bridge, 

Literacy Coordinator and Library Lead 

lbridge@beechencliff.org.uk 

World Book Day 2025 
Well done to the KS3 pupils and their teachers for all the creative efforts 
last Thursday. Lots of imaginations were exercised and fabulous writing 
was  produced. In the Year 7 assembly at the end of the day, we had more 
than a dozen eager pupils reading out their work. Several pupils said that 
they had enjoyed free writing which is something they hadn’t done before 
and that they would be doing more in the future. The scavenger hunt, 
looking at ways to see Beechen Cliff differently, was also popular and we 
ran out of sheets twice! Teachers and students enjoyed the online work-

shop with author Steven Camden. I’d like to thank all the staff for their support and their good  sportsmanship in 
dressing up. Well done! 

Don’t forget to swap your book token for a £1 WBD book OR £1 off any book in a bookshop! 

 

Reading Millionnaries! 

We have a new group of reading millionnaires!  Well done to the following boys who have read at least one          
million words since September.  This is the equivalent of between 12 and 20 novels. As a comparison, the words 
in all seven Harry Potter books add up to 1,084,170!  In total, Year 7 and Year 8 boys have read Over 78 million 
words! 

In order for the words to ‘count’ on the AR system, pupils need to pass the reading quiz for each book 
they read. This happens more often when you quiz on the book within 48 hours of finishing it.  Keep 
reading - then next set of certificates will be done in the summer term.  

Lucas A   

2,935,998 

Simon M 

2,036,185 

Alex B 

1,531,652 

Edward N 

1,149,547 

Albert J 

2,894,122 

Ben P 

1,722,224 

Tom C 

1,398,314 

Harry B 

1,123,747 

George R 

2,138,533 

Marcus C 

1,682,426 

Jan S 

1,346,558 

Logan H 

1,111,447 

Oscar O’B 

2,071,565 

Hugo M R 

1,609,947 

Simeon W 

1,321,400 

Fin O 

1,045,399 

Marcus G 

2,043,176 

Jem H 

1,533,329 

Theo M 

1,211,690 

Ralph O 

1,022,583 

Zak W 

2,042,275 

Owen S 

1,532,809 

Ralph S 

1,198,409 

Freddie J 

1,011,030 

mailto:lbridge@beechencliff.org.uk


***BOOK EVENT TAKING PLACE THIS WEEKEND***  



Commonwealth Service at Westminster Abbey 

We started the day by meeting at 
Bear Flat at 7:45. An early start 
for  everyone going. We were 
then on route to London with a 
quick stop at  Reading Services. 
Once we had made our journey 
to London, we had a tour led by 
Mr Morris. We stopped at some 
famous landmarks including: Big 
Ben, Downing Street and Hyde 
Park. Once we had finished our 
tour we queued up to get into 

Westminster Abbey. After we had gone through security to get in, we took our seats and admired the 
stunning infrastructure of Westminster   Abbey.  Fortunately, we managed to see some famous figures 
including: Geri (from the Spice Girls), Keir Starmer and of 
course the King himself. The service lasted an hour and it was 
an hour to remember. Great speeches, amazing music and an 
all round great service.  After the service we exited the     
breathtaking abbey, and made our way back to the coach and 
returned to Bath. Some particular  highlights included: seeing 
Big Ben, watching famous figures and an amazing               
performance from Joan Armatrading.   A day to remember  
for all that went! 
 
Max S 



 

International Women’s Day 
 

Imagine a gender equal world. A world free of bias, stereotypes, and discrimination. A world that's      
diverse, equitable, and inclusive. A world where difference is valued and celebrated. International         
Women's Day has been around for over a hundred years, as have many of the issues still impacting           
women's advancement. 

 

International Women’s Day is celebrated every year on 8th March, so this week we have been celebrating 
International Women’s Day in tutor time and assemblies. We have discussed the slogan 
#AccelerateAction and also celebrated significant achievements of women both on a national and           
international scale. Assembly also contained a video of many staff talking about inspirational women          
in their lives. During tutor time pupils studied gender inequality and how that continues to exist in       
many different aspects of society. 

 

Perhaps take some time this week and ask your son or daughter who the inspirational women are in     
their lives and what they have learnt from their sessions this week. 

 

Mr C Hall 

Safeguarding Lead 



Catering and Hospitality 

This week, Year 10 H&C students have been creating Choux buns.   They have been  
making a basic Choux bun in class and decorating for a challenge at home.  

Here are some successful results and the recipe if you wish to have a go yourself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs K Gallagher 

Food Lead 



Achievements 

Sporting Reports 

Will M in Year 7—Enjoys success at the Mid-Somerset Festival 
 
Will really enjoyed his first experience of the Mid-Somerset Festival! 
 

His drama group won the cup and were invited to perform again at the end  
of week concert on Friday evening which was a wonderful experience for 
them. 
 

He also did very well in his duo acting piece, gaining fourth place and         
honours and he has been asked to perform the song he did for his musical 
theatre solo in an upcoming show. 
 
Mr T Markall 
Headteacher 

Beechen Cliff U12 v Oldfield School 

A successful afternoon (Tuesday 11th 
March) at Lansdown with our Year 7s          
representing the school in an U12 A and 
B fixture against Oldfield School.   There 
were some high scoring matches across the 
4 football matches that were played. 

Mr J Utton 

PE Teacher/Year 7 Football 

Will holding the cup 



SPORTS RESULTS 

Beechen Cliff U14 A and B Football teams  

On Wednesday 12th March, Beechen Cliff U14 teams played away matches against Millfield . U14 A 

team lost 2-1 and the B team 6-1 

A  great effort against tough opposition. 

 

  

Fixture 

Result 

Monday 10th 

March 
FOOTBALL U13A football v Wadham School (h) 8-0  

Tuesday 11th 

March 

FOOTBALL 
U12A v Oldfield School 

  

12-0 

7-1 

FOOTBALL 
U12B v Oldfield School 

  
0-2 

Wednesday    

12th March 

FOOTBALL BCS U13a football v Oldfield (Lansdown) 0-3 

FOOTBALL BCS U13a football v Ralph Allen School 0-1 

FOOTBALL U14a football v Millfield (a) 1-2 

FOOTBALL 
U14b football v Millfield (a) 1-6 



FIXTURES for w/c  Monday 17th March 

 

 

FAST TRACK INTRODUCTION TO CROQUET -FREE 
 
As well as being part of our Activities Week offering, our 
friends at Bath Croquet are looking to give an opportunity for 
people to learn in the Easter  Holidays. The courses are free of 
charge and all equipment is provided. All their coaches are              
qualified and meet Croquet England standards. Please see the 
attach a flyer promoting the courses.  
 
Those who complete a course will be invited to join the Bath 
Croquet Academy (again, free of charge) and to compete in 
the National Championships on June 21st and June 22nd. 
 
In order to conform with  safeguarding regulations, students' 
parents or guardians will need to apply by contacting   
bathcroquetclub@gmail.com  and you will be sent an               
application form. 
 
Here’s to some future stars! 
 
Mr K Morris  
Assistant Headteacher -Personal Development 

Fixtures 
Start time/

kick off 
Meet 
time Transport 

Finish/Return 
Time 

Monday U15 hockey v KES (Uni) 14:45    

Tuesday 18th 
March 

U12a&U14a football v RA (a) 15:45 15:15 MB  

U13a football v Oldfield (h) 15:45 15:15   

U14a hockey v KES (a) 14:45 14:00   

Wednesday 19th 
March 

U12 hockey v Stonar (h) 14:00 13:45   

U13 hockey v Stonar (a) 14:00 13:00   

U13b football v St Marks (a) 15:30 14:45 MB  

U18 Surrey 7s     

Thursday 20th 
March 

1st & 2nd XI football v KW (h) 14:45 14:00   

U15a football v RA (h) 15:45 15:15   

U16a football v RA (Sulis) 15:45 15:15 MB  

     

Can be subject to change — but correct at the time of publication  

https://www.bathcroquet.com/
mailto:bathcroquetclub@gmail.com
mailto:bathcroquetclub@gmail.com


Extra –Curricular Activities 

Extra Curricular Clubs and Activities Terms  3 and 4 

The list of Extra-curricular Clubs and Activities on offer for Terms 3 and 4 can be found on the school 

website. 

Link to Extra-curricular List 

Super Curricular Lectures  
Last week our new Super Curricular Lectures 
got underway for our KS4 and KS5 students. 
These lectures  provide a fantastic opportunity 
for students to explore topics beyond the        
curriculum and deepen their understanding  
of different subjects. So far, students  have  
enjoyed a  fascinating talk on the History of    
Witchcraft with Miss Davies and an insightful               
exploration into How the Brain responds to 
Horror Films with Mr Sayles (pictured).                 

 

Looking ahead, we will be hosting lectures on 
Gene Expression, Plato and the Wings of the 
Soul, George Orwell, and An Introduction to 
Relativity!  If you are interested in taking part 
or have a special area of interest, you would 
like to present on, please email  

jdavies@beechencliff.org.uk.  

 

Miss J Davies 
Teacher of English and Highly Able Pupil 
Lead 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Extra-Curricular-provision-Terms-3-4-2025.pdf
mailto:jdavies@beechencliff.org.uk


Design Ventura - By the Design Club Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team 1 Project - Linus R, Yarden R, Josh A, Alex W 

Our product is a 100 day design challenge, with a new design prompt every day and   a space to sketch - 

in so doing improving the user’s designing skills and creativity in the face of future challenges. Our         

design prompts come in many different categories and a few of our favourites include: 

“Redesign the gherkin as a different vegetable” 

“Design a bedside table in the style of Ettore Sottsass and the Memphis movement” 

“Design a system that stops drivers from falling asleep while driving” 

Once the user has completed their daily design, they can post an image on social media while tagging the 

museum, to share and compare to others; and once the challenge is complete, the user can attach their 

finished designs to the provided board and create a finished display of their hard work. 

We named our product “The Design Odyssey” - with reference to the journey of  the user  - and as well as 
much deliberation over specifics, we also created examples of custom packaging, careful thought over  
materials used, e.g bamboo veneer and recycled 1.5mm paper and a detailed costing analysis. 

 

 

Brief  

During the first half of our academic year, we attended an extra-curricular design club in De-

sign and Technology, and worked on the Design Museums national schools design competi-

tion called  ‘Design Ventura’. In this initiative, students design a product to hopefully 

achieve the short-list of the programme. However, designers always follow a brief, or a theme; 

this year, this was ‘change’. We delegated tasks between the 4 members in our teams, tackling 

these through careful and gradual planning and progress. In our teams, we selected a finan-

cial manager, a chief designer, a communicator/coordinator, and a project manager based on 



Team 2 project - By Tomas A, William D, Madoc S and Oz B 

Our design for the challenge was an adaptation of the game of dominos. We wanted to focus on the 
theme of change as central to our project. The game works exactly like a normal game of dominos,            
except at the start of each round you draw an event card. These cards apply effects that change the way 
you play the game, forcing you to adapt for an optimal play. Our game was about changing with the flow 
of the game as well as changing your view for the environment. We were targeting the child and family 
audience and we wanted to make sure the game was accessible and easy to learn. The dominos were           
produced using the laser cutter on FSC certified UK bamboo. We made sure we were using sustainable 
materials for our project as it was key to our themes of sustainable power. The art for the game was done 
by our artist Madoc and we aimed for a simple, cartoony style. These were then scanned in as images and 
imported into our design to be etched. We had to make two prototypes as the first version was too weak. 

 

 

Mr E Bakker 

Design and Technology/Design Club Lead 

 

 

Annual School Concert- Wednesday 26th March 7.00pm, St Luke’s Church 
 

The School will be presenting its Annual Music Concert on Wednesday 26th March 2025 at St Luke’s 
Church, Hatfield Road, (BA2 2BD).   Several Ensembles will be involved, including Concert Band, 
Swing Band, Folk Group, Guitar Ensemble, Choir, Saxophone group and Year 7 ensemble, all                     
presenting a wide range of repertoire. 
 
The Concert will commence at 7.00pm and finish at approximately 9.15pm including a 20 minute              
interval during which refreshments will be available. 
 
Price of admission is £3 via ParentPay.   
 
*** Please Note: this is a ticketless event and an electronic record of tickets purchased will be kept to 
allow admission on the night.*** 
 
We look forward to seeing you at what promises to be an enjoyable evening! 
 
 

Mr P E Calvert 

Head of Music 



Shrek Backstage Helpers Needed! 

 

Shrek Backstage Helpers Needed! 
Rehearsals are well underway for our forthcoming production of Shrek with a 60+ strong cast and it’s set to be a brilliant 
show week … but we equally need a great backstage team to make the show come to life! If you are interested in working 
backstage in a variety of interesting roles, then get in touch to find out more. 
 

What’s Involved: The full range of roles are summarised HERE. Working backstage requires lots of team work, often 
working at pace and ability to think on your feet … if you are new to this area of theatre, it can often feel both exciting 
and daunting, but the production team will be on hand to support as necessary. 

 Artists and Makeup Artists - Among the many roles, Shrek requires a lot of help with makeup, face painting 
and facial prosthetics. 

 
When you need to be free: Working backstage needs to be as well rehearsed as those in the cast and having the same 
helpers throughout is often key. There is however flexibility as we recognise it is not always possible to be free for the 
whole of show week. In summary, show week runs Friday 28th March to Friday 4th April with performances 01-04 
Apr, 1630-2200. More detailed timings can be found in the link above. 

 What to do next if you are interested or want to find out more?  

1. Any students should complete the form           
located here: www.baththeatreschool.com/mtg - 
ensure to select 'interested working   backstage' in 
the relevant option (Any staff   can can confirm 
with Miss Moorhead or Mr.Harriman at Beechen 
Cliff, or Mr Jarvis at Hayesfield., or message BT 
dirrect: staff@baththeatreschool.com) 

2. Please then email: staff@baththeatreschool.com to 
confirm: 

 What role/roles are you interested in ... if you are 
interested in any of the more technical roles 
(sound or lighting  assistant) - please confirm any 
previous experience you have. We probably          
can't accommodate every role request, but we will 
do our best and there will be lots to do! 

 Any dates and times you CAN'T make using the 
timetable in the link here. 

 

Miss Charlotte Moorhead 

Teacher of Art and Drama 

 

LINK FOR TICKETS 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mCjoRD86Tvf87yRESxYPu-AzlqQA6DVX/view?usp=drive_link
http://www.baththeatreschool.com/mtg
mailto:staff@baththeatreschool.com
mailto:staff@baththeatreschool.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mCjoRD86Tvf87yRESxYPu-AzlqQA6DVX/view?usp=drive_link
https://baththeatreschool.com/tickets/


WELLBEING 
 

 

 

“Time to Talk Day” 
 

Time to Talk Day is on 6 February 2025. It's the nation's biggest mental health conversation.  

 

What is Time to Talk Day?  

Time to Talk Day is an annual awareness day held at the beginning of February. It’s a day for us all to 
start a conversation about mental health. Talking about mental health isn't easy. But a conversation 
has the power to change lives. Time to Talk Day is run by Mind and Rethink Mental Illness, in part-
nership with the Co-op. For further details, follow this link: https://timetotalkday.co.uk/  

 

How to start a conversation – It doesn’t have to be difficult. Why not try to ….. 

 ……. Check in with a friend. …….. Text a friend.  

 

 

 

 

Beechen Cliff is a lead School for the charity “Boys in Mind (Girls Mind Too)”. The charity has made 
a wonderful short film which we encourage you to watch and share with your children about how to 
start a conversation about how we are feeling. In the film, Finn, Jackson and William talk to their 
dads / step-dads about how to start a conversation when you need some help or when you notice a 
friend in need. Please click on this link to watch: https://boysinmind.co.uk/film-how-to-start-
aconversation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://timetotalkday.co.uk/


Useful Tips  

There's no right or wrong way to talk about mental 
health. But these tips can help make sure you’re 
approaching the conversation in a helpful way.  

 

Ask questions and listen  

Asking questions can give the person space to     
express how they’re feeling and what they’re going 
through. And it can help you to understand their 
experience better. Try to ask questions that are 
open and not leading or judgmental. For example, 
“how does that affect you?” or “what does it feel 
like?”  

 

Think about the time and place  

Sometimes it’s easier to talk side by side rather 
than face to face. If you do talk in person, you 
might want to chat while doing something else. 
You could start a conversation when you’re walk-
ing, cooking or stuck in traffic. But don’t let the 
search for the perfect place put you off!  

 

Don't try and fix it  

It can be hard to see someone you care about        
having a difficult time. Try to resist the urge to 
offer quick fixes to what they’re going through. 
Learning to manage or recover from a mental 
health problem can be a long journey. They’ve 
likely already  considered lots of different tools 
and strategies. Just talking can be really powerful, 
so unless they’ve asked for advice directly, it might 
be best just to listen.  

Treat them the same  

When someone has a mental health problem, 
they’re still the same person as they were before. 
When a friend or loved one opens up about men-
tal health, they don’t want you to treat them any            
differently. If you want to support them, keep it 
simple. Do the things you’d normally do.  

Be patient  

No matter how hard you try, some people might 
not be ready to talk about what they’re going 
through. That’s ok – the fact that you’ve tried to 
talk may make it easier for them to open up        
another time.  

As always, your son or daughter does open up to you and you feel that they would benefit from a having a chat 
with their Pastoral Lead or some 1:1 therapy in school, then please do make your Pastoral Lead aware. We 
want to help.  

 

The Wellbeing Team  

               
Source: https://www.mind.org.uk/get-involved/time-to-talk-day-2025  

Beechen Cliff Careers Newsletter 

The newest edition of our Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication is  published alongside 

this school newsletter.   

 

If you would like any further support or information please let me know  careers@beechencliff.org.uk. 

 

Mrs E Pascoe 

Head of Careers 

Careers 

https://www.mind.org.uk/get-involved/time-to-talk-day-2025
mailto:careers@beechencliff.org.uk
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Community Links 





PERFORMANCE CAMPS 



 

HEREΩS WHATΩS HAPPENING IN YOUR LIBRARY THIS MARCH 
*Any ticketed events, please view out social media channels or visit  https://baneslibraries.co.uk/groups-events/ 

https://baneslibraries.co.uk/groups-events/




HOCKEY CAMPS 




