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Message from the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It is great to be underway for a new term and I hope members of our 
community had a good Easter break. 
 

This term is very much focussed on revision and exams with GCSE and 
A Levels getting underway and internal assessments for all year groups 
over the coming weeks and months. 
 

Year 12 end of year exams are taking place next week, Year 7 and 8      
summer exams take place before the end of this term and Year 9 and 10 
summer exams take place after May half term. 
 

Arrangements for these will be shared with pupils in assemblies and Mr 
Seal will also be writing to parents with further information. 
 

We wish students every success with their revision and in their exams 
though do understand that they can be stressful. This week our Theme  
of the Week in tutor time is focussing on stress awareness and the         
Wellbeing entry in this newsletter refers to Solution Focussed approaches 
to supporting children through the exams season. 
 

Shortly before the Easter holiday we completed our migration to our new Management  
Information System, Arbor. This brings lots of exciting opportunities and benefits for the 
school. In due course, for example, the Arbor Parent App will bring together the functionality of Talaxy, Parent Pay 
and School Cloud (Parents Evening bookings) into one place. 
 

The Arbor Parent App is now available for Parents and Carers to access to see student timetables and attendance 
information and information will be shared shortly about how to access the App. 
 

It will take some time to embed all the elements and so I will be writing to share updates as they become available. 
Whilst Talaxy is still available to view this term, not all information is currently viewable including some rewards and 
sanctions information. Please rest assured this information is not lost as it is backed up on our servers. Thank you 
for your patience as we embed the new system. 
 

Finally we have over 100 Year 9 pupils taking part in their Bronze Dof E practice expedition tomorrow and Saturday 
and wish them every success. 

 

 

T.D. Markall 

Headteacher 

Calendar 
Thursday 24th April 

Year 8 Parents Evening- 4.30-8pm  
 

Friday 25th April—Saturday 26th April 

Bronze DofE Practice Expeditions 
 

Friday 25th April—Sunday 27th April 

Ten Tors Training—Dartmoor 
 

Monday 5th May 

May Day Bank Holiday  
  

Friday 9th May 

PTA Quiz and Curry Night– 7-10.30pm 



Key Notices 

REPORTING ALL  PUPIL ABSENCES 

All absences from School including  late arrivals and  medical appointments are to be     
reported to School  promptly.  Please take note of the following correct  direct  con-
tact  details.  

Lower School Pupils  

To report a Lower School absence please call the School direct on 01225 485222  OR email the lower 
school attendance at   

attendance @beechencliff.org.uk.  

Sixth Form Students  

For a Sixth Form student absence please call the School direct on 01225 485221 OR you can email 
Sixth Form attendance at sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk 

PLANNED ABSENCES 
For planned absences please contact the  attendance office - attendance@beechencliff.org.uk for a copy 
of the ‘absence request form'. 

Supporting Sports Fixtures at Beechen Cliff 
 
As has been the case for many years, we have had yet another fantastic year of sport at Beechen Cliff         
with approximately 60% of students having represented the school at some point. We have always                   
welcomed parents and carers to support their sons and this is always lovely to see. If you are attending               
a sports fixture during the school day, please could I ask that you pop into reception to get a visitor     
badge which then needs to be worn whilst on the school site. This does not apply if the school day has   
finished. Thank you in advance for your cooperation and here’s to a successful summer of sport at            
Beechen Cliff. 
 
Mr C Hall 
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 
 

School Contacts 
We believe that communication between parents and  carers and the School is really important. If  parents or  
carers have a concern, query or information to pass on then please do contact us.  
 

A list of contact details for senior staff is available on the School Website and via the  link  Contacts 
 

Alternatively please email headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk  and the  message will be passed on to the appropriate 
person to respond. 

mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/contact/staff-emails/
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk


Menu for week commencing 28th April 
 
Monday: Pork Goulash, Stuffed Pepper with Ratatouille and Halloumi (D) 

Tuesday: Chicken and Vegetable Pie (W), Pepper and Bean Hotpot 

Wednesday:  Roast Pork, Homity Pie (D,W) 

Thursday: Korean Chicken, Tomato and Basil Gnocchi (W) 

Friday: Sausage and Bean Casserole, Mushroom Stroganoff 

 

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to avoid disappointment.  

 

(W) = Contains Wheat Products 
(D) = Contains Dairy Products  

Refectory price increases: 
 
Unfortunately due to ongoing increasing costs, we have had to put refectory prices up. This change  
will take place from Monday 28th April. We have maintained prices at their current rate for as long as 
possible and have minimised the increase as we do understand the impact of the cost of living. 
 

 
Mr D Keal 

Head Chef 

Breakfast  
Baguette or Sandwich £2.00 
Butchers Sausage .55p 
Bacon Rasher .45p 
Slice of Toast .30p 
Egg, Beans, Hash brown .40p 
Cereal .95p 

Lunch 
Meal Deal (Main course, 2 Vegetables & 
Pudding) £3.20 
Main Course £1.85 
Vegetable/Potato portion .55p 
Pudding £1.00 
Butter Portions .10p 
Panini £2.15 
Jacket Potato £1.60 
Fresh baked Bread Roll and butter 45p 
Fruit or salad/Pasta pot £1.85 
Piece of Fruit .40p 
Yoghurt .80p 
Small Sushi £2.75 

 
Break 
Filled Baguette, Sandwich, Wrap £2 
Pasta Pot £1.85 
Cheese on Toast .90p 
Crisps and Fruit Flakes .90p 
Sausage roll/pasty £1.60 
Watermelon £1.40 
 

 
Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust 
 

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the MNSP Trust  
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm 

https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm


Easter Raffle Update 
Thank you so much to those who entered our Easter raffle and congratulations to our winners who were                      
notified on the last day of term. Thanks to your support, we have raised £1,956 which will go a long way to           
purchasing additional chrome books to be used across the School and new outdoor education equipment for our 
extensive outdoor programme.  

Details of our next big fundraising event, the Auction of Promises will be sent out soon. 
 

Mr C Greenhough 



LIBRARY NEWS  

Welcome back to Term 5! What have you been reading over the holidays? 
I enjoyed reading the Booker Prize winner Orbital, by Samantha Harvey 
and listened to Matt Haig’s How to Stop Time on audiobook. Did you 
know that if you have a library card from one of the BANES libraries, you 
can get free audiobooks from Borrow Box. You just log in with your      
library card number and PIN which can be obtained from any local             
library. For more information see: https://banes.borrowbox.com/ or 
https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/library-and-information-services 

 

Lockdown Photos? 

Our Living History: Covid-19 project is progressing well. We have shortlisted the reflections so please look 

out for an email requesting permission to publish your child’s work in the book. We cannot publish work 

without your permission. 
 

In addition to the text, we would love to be able to include some photos or artwork from lockdown. If you 
have anything you would be willing to share (which you are happy for us to publish) please email them to 
lbridge@beechencliff.org.uk with a brief explanation of the photo. We are specifically looking for pictures 
that represent:  

 Homeschooling activities 

 Fun times with family 

 Anything relating to masks/tests/vaccines 

 Time in Nature 

 Lockdown puppies 

 Any other aspect of lockdown 

Revision Support - homework club for all. 

The library is open before school (from 8am) during breaks and 
lunchtimes and after school until 4.30 (4pm on Fridays). There is al-
ways and adult to offer support and we have most of the revision 
guides for GCSE, A Level and Level 3 subjects that the school offers. 
We offer a calm and quiet space for students to revise and study. 
Please remind your child of this facility during the exam period. 

 

The library is for everyone. Keep Reading!            

Laura Bridge, Literacy Coordinator and Library Lead 

https://banes.borrowbox.com/
https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/library-and-information-services
mailto:lbridge@beechencliff.org.uk


Extra –Curricular Activities 

Extra Curricular Clubs and Activities Terms  3 and 4 

The list of Extra-curricular Clubs and Activities on offer for Terms 3 and 4 can be found on the school 

website. 

Link to Extra-curricular List 

Super Curricular Lectures 
 
A fresh new term brings fresh new ideas - and what better way to kick-start the season than with a burst 
of brainpower from our Super-Curricular Lectures!  
 
This weeks' lecture saw Miss R Bala (pictured) dive into the fascinating world of gene expression - a topic 
that connects the dots between biology and the future of medicine. KS4 and KS5 students gathered  
during their lunch break to explore how genes are turned "on" and "off" and how this process shapes 
everything from eye colour to cell mutation.  
 
These weekly lectures are more than just 
extra lessons - they're a chance for                
students to stretch their thinking beyond 
the curriculum, develop their curiosity 
and get a taste of university-style learning. 
Whether you're aiming for science, the 
arts, or something in between, there's 
something here to spark your passion.  
 
Next week Mr A Seal will be venturing 
into the deep depths of space to bring  
you all you need to know about relativity.  
 
If you are interested in taking part or have a special area of interest you would like to present on, please 
email jdavies@beechencliff.org.uk  
 
 
Miss J Davies  
Teacher of English  
 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Extra-Curricular-provision-Terms-3-4-2025.pdf
mailto:jdavies@beechencliff.org.uk


FIXTURES for w/c  Monday 28th April 

Please note these can be subject to change — but are correct at the time of publication  

SPORTS RESULTS 

 Fixture 

Start 
time/
kick 
off 

Meet 
time Transport 

Finish/Return 
time 

Monday 28th 
April 

U15 cricket v KW (a) 14:30 13:45 MB  

U12a&b cricket v QEH (a) 14:15 13:00 MB  

U15 tennis KES (a) 14:00 13:30 9 seater  

      

Tuesday 29th 
April U15a&b U14a&b cricket v QEH (a) 14:15 12:30 Coach- 12:45  

      

Wednesday 30th 
April 

1st XI v KW (a) 16:15 15:00 MB  

U12a & U13a cricket v KW (a) 16:15 15:15 
1 x MB 1 x 

9S  

U12b & U13b cricket v Prior (a) 14:15 13:45 1 x MB only  

      

Thursday 1st May 
2nd XI cricket v KW (a) 14:30 13:30 MB  

U16 football v Chew (Clutton FC) 16:30 15:00 MB  

      

Friday      

      

Saturday      

Results Result 

Thursday 28th 

March  
Rugby 7s  

BCS Boys U18A v Stamford 

BCS Boys U18A v RGS, Newcastle 

BCS Boys U18A v Brighton College 

BCS Boys U18A v Brooksby Melton College 

28-26 

40-12 

7-40 

31-20 

Friday 29th  

March 
Rugby 7s  

BCS Boys U18A v Harrow School 

BCS Boys U18A v Whitgift School 

BCS Boy U18A  v Sedbergh School 

14-17 

14-52 

12-24 

Tuesday 2nd  

April  
FOOTBALL  BCS Boys U15A v St Gregory’s 4-0  



Wellbeing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Young People During Exam Season 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Welcome Back! 

We hope you had a restful and enjoyable Easter break. It’s been lovely to welcome the students back, and we’re looking for-
ward to the weeks ahead as we move into the summer term. 

As exam season approaches, many young people tell us they’re feeling under quite a bit of pressure. Of course, this pressure 
isn’t something that’s applied intentionally—neither at school nor at home—but    students often describe feeling like they 
have to be at their very best all the time. 

How We Communicate Our Support 

We know that parents and caregivers want to be supportive and involved. Conversations at home often start with questions 
like: 

 “Have you done your revision?” 

 “What have you managed to complete today?” 

While these are caring questions, they can sometimes unintentionally add to the pressure. 

A Solution Focused Invitation 

From a solution focused perspective, we’ve found it helpful to involve young people in deciding what kind of support feels 
most useful to them. You might try asking: 

 “What would be most useful for me to do to support you during exams?” 

 “How can I best help you right now?” 

 “What would you like me to ask you—or not ask you?” 

A Real Life Example 

One parent shared how they asked their child: 

“What am I allowed to say to you during the exam period that would actually help?” 

The young person replied: 

“Please can you just check in at the end of the day and ask me what I managed to get done?” 

This small change helped improve communication and allowed the parent’s and caregivers support to be received in the way 
it was intended—without adding stress. 

 

We hope you find this useful.  

Warm wishes,  

The Wellbeing Team 



Here at EDT, we are extremely excited to let you know that we are now accepting   

applications for our Face to Face 3-day Routes into STEM course in Bristol that will       

be taking place locally to your students over the May Half Term (28th-30th May). 

  

Routes into STEM is a three-day experience that provides young people with an            

amazing chance to help understand the different routes available into further STEM  

education and career pathways. Students will gain first-hand experience of life at STEM 

educational providers and companies, spending one day at each: 

 

Wednesday 28th May 2025 - Mott Macdonald 

Thursday 29th May 2025 - University of Bath 

Friday 30th May 2025 - Leonardo 

 

Please share the Bristol Routes into STEM course Flyer  with your students in 

Years 9 & 10 and their parents/guardians. This contains full course details 

and the link to apply. 

On completion of the course students will gain a  Bronze level Industrial Cadets 

Award.   Accreditation is a widely recognised Industry Led benchmark accreditation 

inspired by HM King Charles III (Patron of Industrial Cadets) and would be a fantastic 

addition to your student’s portfolio going forward. 

  

Face to Face 3-day Routes into STEM Course 

Careers 

Beechen Cliff Careers Newsletter 

The newest edition of our Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication (Edition 28) is  published 

alongside this school newsletter.   

 

If you would like any further support or information please let me know  careers@beechencliff.org.uk. 

 

Mrs E Pascoe 

Head of Careers 

https://djz-0304.eu1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/DQ+113/djZ-0304/VX0x0k18s5KVW8PL5hm4zGBSjW197v5Z5vMVz3N1WCR_03m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3q2W8dDCSR6lCgClW8kYvHB8_qktTW8ZR4X061__P5W3Nfh1t4J7fDTW7J2V6r7ZtMMBW5bhTmM8cwCnKMmZqplycQNgW21KS-c4tMxkhW5ClKxT4khpN9W8gRRCK1Y6X7BW3jl4DX2qf
https://djz-0304.eu1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/DQ+113/djZ-0304/VX0x0k18s5KVW8PL5hm4zGBSjW197v5Z5vMVz3N1WCR_W3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3mSW1RklNn6BHx8PW6ys_k33bCg2DW33hzXH2jBhqZW4wLDTq6Y_rfzW3ZrDVt7jJJg0W3PT92m8t2PPgW6fvCdr3xdw8RW28ZZD35f_xfZW7XJql74tHH4bW4h2YTq75HY6yVZm7yL3b
https://djz-0304.eu1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/DQ+113/djZ-0304/VX0x0k18s5KVW8PL5hm4zGBSjW197v5Z5vMVz3N1WCR_W3qn9gW8wLKSR6lZ3n2W87F5T15sHTmRW10gGkR6Fp7kzW3LsfMc51BxVbW4-wZQ55txRFgW7GjPnD79VpclW84Mvld1vzmLvW1Z87Y83kG_r5W2QbPn_7fphk3N50QBT7KjpnHW5nRtLc3YSPWZW5n_sLb2M
https://djz-0304.eu1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/DQ+113/djZ-0304/VX0x0k18s5KVW8PL5hm4zGBSjW197v5Z5vMVz3N1WCR_j3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3pNW7j3z-13N9-WtV94J803C8L5KW2vVH5D4mzD93W6yVrPt1dHVFNW3XTBqt7ZchyNW7CVNTV4Ds48XVtj1Gv7smbzxW63Mc8P8CwNH5W37vYTc83jMWHW575Xkt4BBqFHW4rr4Ff73J
https://djz-0304.eu1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/DQ+113/djZ-0304/VX0x0k18s5KVW8PL5hm4zGBSjW197v5Z5vMVz3N1WCR_j3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3pNW7j3z-13N9-WtV94J803C8L5KW2vVH5D4mzD93W6yVrPt1dHVFNW3XTBqt7ZchyNW7CVNTV4Ds48XVtj1Gv7smbzxW63Mc8P8CwNH5W37vYTc83jMWHW575Xkt4BBqFHW4rr4Ff73J
mailto:careers@beechencliff.org.uk


Participating in an academic essay competition offers you a range of valuable benefits. Here are some 
reasons why you should consider entering such competitions: 

 

 Boost your critical thinking and research skills 
 Build confidence 
 Improve your writing 
 Stand out in work experience, part-time job and university applications 
 Learn more about a subject 
 Prepare for work experience, university and career challenges 
 Show your creativity 

Competitions with Upcoming Deadlines: 

St Hugh's College, University of Oxford 

Kavita Singh PPE Essay Competition 2025 
 Eligibility: Year 12 & 13 
 Deadline: 2pm, Wednesday 23 July 2025 
 Further Details: Essay Competition Details  

Mary Renault Classical Reception Essay Competition 2025 
 Eligibility: Year 12 & 13  
 Deadline: 2pm, Wednesday 23 July 2025 
 Further Details: Essay Competition Details 

Julia Wood History Essay Competition 2025 
 Eligibility: Year 12 & 13 
 Deadline: 2pm, Wednesday 23 July 2025 
 Further Details: Essay Competition Details  

St Edmund Hall, University of Oxford  

Big Think Competition 2025 

 

 Eligibility: Years 11 to 13 
 Deadline: 12pm, Monday 12 May 2025  
 Further Details: Big Think Competition Details  

Christ Church College, University of Oxford 

Geography Essay Competition 
 Eligibility: Year 12 studying Geography 
 Deadline: 5pm, Friday 18 April 2025 
 Further Details: Geography Essay Details  

 

https://www.st-hughs.ox.ac.uk/prospective-students/outreach-at-st-hughs/essay-competitions/
https://www.st-hughs.ox.ac.uk/prospective-students/outreach-at-st-hughs/essay-competitions/
https://www.st-hughs.ox.ac.uk/prospective-students/outreach-at-st-hughs/essay-competitions/
https://www.seh.ox.ac.uk/study/outreach/events-and-competitions/big-think-competition
https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/college/outreach/geography-study-day


Faculty of Medieval and Modern Languages, University of Oxford  

French and Spanish Flash Fiction Competition 
 Eligibility: Students aged 11 to 18 studying French and/or Spanish. 
 Categories: Years 7-9, 10-11, and 12-13. 
 Deadline: 12pm, Monday 31 March 2025 
 Further Details: Flash Fiction Competition Details 
 
Trinity College, Cambridge 

The Philosophy Essay Prize 
 Eligibility: Year 12 
 Deadline: 12:00pm, Friday 30 May 2025 (UK Time) 
 Further Details: Philosophy Essay Prize Details  
 
Royal Commonwealth Society 

The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition (QCEC) 
 Eligibility: 

 Senior Category: Born between 23 May 2006 and 23 May 2011 (14-18 years old)  
 Junior Category: Born on or after 23 May 2011 (under 14 years old) 

 Deadline: 23 May 2025 
 Further Details: QCEC Details  

Magdalene College, University of Oxford 

Armstrong Arts and Humanities Essay Competition  
 Eligibility: Year 12 students 
 Deadline: 30 April 2025, 23:59 
 Further Details: Armstrong Essay Competition Details 

Get Involved! 

These competitions offer a fantastic opportunity to challenge yourself academically, gain        
valuable experience, and win prestigious prizes. Don't miss your chance to shine! 

https://www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/schools-liaison-and-outreach/language-competitions
https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate/essay-prizes/philosophy/
https://www.royalcwsociety.org/essay-competition/qcec2025
https://www.magd.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate/access-and-outreach/essay-competition


We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are not the         

responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School.  

Community Links 







You're Invited to a FREE Open Day at PQA Bath! 
We are thrilled to announce that PQA Bath is making Moorlands Infants School its new home, and we 
would love for you to join us for a fun-filled, FREE Open Day on Saturday, 26th April! The event will run 
in two exciting sessions: 9:45am - 1:00pm or 1:45pm - 5:00pm. 

During the Open Day, students aged 6-18 will experience 3 hours of free performing arts tuition across 
three fantastic subjects: Musical Theatre, Comedy & 
Drama, and Film & TV. Students will be split into age 
groups, ensuring everyone gets the best experience, and 
will enjoy one hour of each subject. Our youngest         
students, aged 4-5, will have a special, fun-packed 1.5-
hour session from 9:45am to 11:30am, featuring sing-
ing, dancing, and acting, all in a playful, game-filled en-
vironment designed just for them. 

There are so many exciting opportunities ahead for stu-
dents at PQA Bath, including red carpet cinema screen-
ings, performing at Bath Carnival, and even a West 
End show next May! Students will have the chance to 
perform on stage at His Majesty's Theatre in London's 
West End — an incredible experience you won't want to 
miss. 

If you'd like to attend the free Open Day, simply visit 
our website, choose your preferred time slot, and book 
your place! https://www.pqacademy.com/academies/
bath/ 

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Prin-
cipal Lucy at lucy.payne@pqacademy.com. We can’t 
wait to meet you and share the magic of performing arts 
at PQA Bath! 

See you there! 

HOCKEY CAMPS 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.pqacademy.com%2facademies%2fbath%2f&c=E,1,YRNT8F507avYImier0L11sIaxsF5VHBews8rBQdOg4PT2EHeZkslFVCTSSt4Nyf-yTv2Lmq882-8vKlqiS3HVPxiVx02Mnc3asIOL1Xl8v-LAaLctJHYkf2YFg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.pqacademy.com%2facademies%2fbath%2f&c=E,1,YRNT8F507avYImier0L11sIaxsF5VHBews8rBQdOg4PT2EHeZkslFVCTSSt4Nyf-yTv2Lmq882-8vKlqiS3HVPxiVx02Mnc3asIOL1Xl8v-LAaLctJHYkf2YFg,,&typo=1
mailto:lucy.payne@pqacademy.com




PERFORMANCE CAMPS 




