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 Message from the Headteacher 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As we reach the end of this busy term no doubt we are all looking 
forward to a rest, or at least a slower pace for a few days. Year 11 
and 13 students have shown real commitment to their GCSE and 
A Level exams over the last few weeks and I hope that for them it 
has been a positive, if perhaps stressful, time. Over half term it is a 
good  opportunity to both recharge batteries and prepare for the 
exams to come after half term. 
 

Pupils in Year 9 and 10 will have internal summer exams in the 
weeks after half term with these a good opportunity to demonstrate 
the knowledge and skills they have learned over the last year. 
 

Over the last week Beechen Cliff students have taken part in; Party 
in the City including performing at the Abbey, tennis fixtures and 
competitions including our Play Your Way to Wimbledon                
tournament, a Computer Science Cyber Incident Workshop,                 
numerous cricket fixtures, Gold DofE expedition training and 
much much more. Well done to all who have taken part in all 
these opportunities. 
 

On Friday we have the Shakespeare House charity fundraiser  
where we hope to raise lots of money for  The Great Western Air 
Ambulance and this week we are also launching our PTA summer 
fundraiser, the Auction of Promises. 
 

Today we welcomed visitors from Het Schoter school in the               
Netherlands. It was a great opportunity for our students to show 
them round our school and for all to learn about different           
cultures. 

 

Calendar 
Friday 23rd May 

End of Term 
 

Sunday 1st June— Friday 6th June 

Montpellier Study Trip 
 

Monday 2nd June 

Start of Term 
 

Tuesday 3rd June 

Year 9 Exams commence 
 

Wednesday 4th June 

Centurion Challenge Information        
Evening 7.00pm @ Refectory 
 

Friday 6th June—Saturday 7th June 

Bronze DofE Qualifying Expedition 
 

Monday 9th June 

Year 10 Summer Exams commence 



School Contacts 
We believe that communication between parents and  carers and the School is really important. If  parents or  
carers have a concern, query or information to pass on then please do contact us.  
 

A list of contact details for senior staff is available on the School Website and via the  link  Contacts 
 

Alternatively please email headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk  and the  message will be passed on to the appropriate 
person to respond. 

Next term we will be recording behaviour events (both rewards and sanctions) on Arbor and these will be available 

to view on the Arbor Parent App. Further details are in a separate letter to parents and carers. 

 

I wish you all a good half term break and we look forward to seeing everyone back at school on 2nd June. 

 

 

 

T.D. Markall 

Headteacher 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/contact/staff-emails/
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk


Key Notices 

REPORTING ALL PUPIL ABSENCES 

All absences from School including  late  arrivals and  medical appointments are to be reported to 
School  promptly.  Please take note of the following correct  direct contact  details.  

Lower School Pupils  

To report a Lower School absence please call the School direct on 01225 485222  OR email the lower school 
attendance at   

attendance @beechencliff.org.uk.  

Sixth Form Students  

For a Sixth Form student absence please call the School direct on 01225 485221 OR you can email Sixth Form 
attendance at sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk 

PLANNED ABSENCES 
For planned absences please contact the attendance office - attendance@beechencliff.org.uk                                        

for a copy of the ‘absence request form' which can also be found on the school website :                                  

MNSP Absence Request Form.  

 

Driving up the avenues to drop off/collect pupils from school 
 
Where possible we would be grateful if parents/carers could drop off/pick up pupils on Bear Flat. The 
car park outside of Cook is available for use and this reduces the traffic on the avenues up to school. 
 
If you need to drive up to the school please use the unofficial one-way system up Shakespeare Avenue 
and down Kipling Avenue. Further, please ensure that the speed limit is kept to and that the parking  
bays are used. Please do not stop and drop off/pick up on the yellow lines. 
 
This is to ensure the safety of all pupils and other pedestrians. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Mr C Hall 
Assistant Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead 
 

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust 
 

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the MNSP Trust  
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm 

 

mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.org.uk
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/REQUEST-ABSENCE-FROM-SCHOOL-DURING-TERM-TIME.docx.pdf
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm


Shakespeare Fundraising Day 



LIBRARY NEWS 

 

Congratulations!  

Huge congratulations to Barnaby in Y7 for being the first pupil in his year to read 

all ten books on the Beechen Canon this year! He received his certificate and a 
voucher in assembly this week along with a huge round of applause from the whole 
of Year 7. What an achievement! The Beechen Canon is a list of fifty books, ten for 
each year group, which we recommend our pupils read while at Beechen Cliff. 
More information about the Beechen Canon can be found in the back of the     
pupils’ planners and on our school website: Beechen-Cliff-Canon-Reading-List.pdf 

 

New Books! 
Due to pupil feedback and popular demand, we have recently invested in a set 
of football stories for the library. I suspect they will be flying off the shelves in 
no time! 
 

 We have also purchased thirty new 
graphic novels and  We hope these 
titles will join ‘Amulet’, ‘Heartstopper’ 
and ‘Lightfall’ as some of our most 
popular and frequently borrowed       
titles.  
 

Great Graphic Novels 
Graphic novels are really great to get pupils interested and excited about       
reading and they support the development of many skills required to read  
longer texts. For example: 

Using limited text means every word counts.  

 Why did the author pick particular words or phrases?  

 What might they have said if they had used more text?  

The illustrations help with learning inference skills.  

 Does the picture show character emotions? 

 Is something going on in the picture that isn’t clear from the text? 
 

Have a look at this sample page from Amulet Book 5: Prince of the Elves and 
encourage your child to come to the library to borrow a book! We have       
something for everyone. 
 

The Library is for everyone.  Keep Reading! 
 

Mrs L Bridge 

Literacy Co-ordinator and Library Lead 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Beechen-Cliff-Canon-Reading-List.pdf


Computer Science Cyber Incident workshop.  
 
We were really lucky to have Tatiana, Sam and Olivia from the South West 
Police Regional Cyber Crime Unit visit for the afternoon on Wednesday 
14th May. They ran a Cyber Incident workshop with the year 10 Computer 
Science students.  
 
Students were given ICT support tickets from a fictional company, Badger 
Games, and had to order these into importance. They were then given       
various scenarios of computing issues during the ‘day’ and had to try and 
spot patterns and limit the fallout from a cyber attack. 
The students had access to a fictional HR database and 
company wide network logs to help them.  
 
The cyber attack ended up being a phishing email        
which was clicked on via an employee, which caused 
their details to be compromised as well as causing wider 
network issues to the company.  
 
This was an excellent real life simulation and will lead 
into the network security unit of work at the start of      
year 11 where we cover cyber attacks and how to avoid 
them. 
 
Phishing is one of the main causes of security breaches 
and it's important to stay alert when receiving emails  
and clicking on any links within them.  Scammers are 
getting more and more clever with these phishing emails, 
but be on the lookout for any of the following: 
 
 Is the email addressed to you? 
 Are there spelling mistakes and errors in it?  
 They often ask you to click on a link as a  
 matter of urgency.  
 Hover over any links, are they official?  
 Do not click on any links!  
 
If you have a suspected phishing email, you can 
forward it to report@phishing.gov.uk.                  
There is no  need to forward any which are in 
your spam folder.  
 
 
 
Ms L Jarvis and Mr A Cottle 
Computing 
 

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk


Students in KS3 have                
produced a fantastic                
selection of artwork this 
term. Year 7 have started 
their Van Gogh project,                   
Year 8 are working on the 
Artist Inspired Projects               
focusing on Durer and Jim 
Kay while Year 9 have                  
completed their Steampunk 
project and started the Pop 
Art/Street Art work.  
 
 

Art 

We are always incredibly proud of all the work that 
is produced by students. Well done. 
 
Mr Murphy, Mrs Wilmot and Ms Moorhead. 

Year 8 

Year 7 

Year 9 



CALLING anyone who enjoys playing an instrument or Singing in Years 7-10. 

 

You are invited to take part in the 

Beechen Cliff Young Musician of the Year House Competition   

 no matter what level - a grade is NOT required 

 no matter if you have instrumental lessons or not 

 no matter whether you have learned from a teacher, a friend, a Grandparent or from 

 the internet. 

       It is all about performing music! 

                                                               

It could be a piece that you have made up yourself, a grade piece, it could be 
the piece you are studying at present OR it could simply be something that 
you enjoy playing. The thing is that    ANYTHING is acceptable so long as it 
is you performing. 

 

 

 

 

If you wish to enter please email music@beechencliff.org.uk with your name, tutor group, name 
and composer of your piece and your instrument. 

The deadline for entries is Friday 20th June at 4.00pm. 

First round auditions will take place from Monday 23rd June. House points will be awarded to   
all participants! 
 

The final will be held during the week of July 7th.  
 

Good Luck and get practising! 

 

Music Department 

BEECHEN 
CLIFF YOUNG 
MUSICIAN 2025  

mailto:musicf@beechencliff.org.uk


Extra –Curricular Activities 

Extra Curricular Clubs and Activities Terms  5 and 6 

The list of Extra-curricular Clubs and Activities on offer for Terms 5 and 6 can be found on the school 

website. 

Link to Extra-curricular List  

 

Marcel Scoops Southampton Award 
 
Congratulations to Marcel J in year 8 who has won an award at  
the Southampton FC end of season awards.  A fantastic               
achievement. 
 
Mr P Macdonald 
PE Department 
 

 

Play Your Way to Wimbledon 
 

Beechen Cliff’s annual ‘Play Your Way Wimbledon’                     
competition took place on a beautifully sunny Friday, creating 
the perfect setting for a day of exciting tennis. The all-day                
event saw 26 Year 8 students battle through a group stage             
before advancing to the knockout rounds, with impressive           
displays of skill throughout. A total of 161 fiercely contested 
matches were played over the course of the school day, many        
of them incredibly close. 

The final match was a spectacle, with enthusiastic ball boys            
and umpires stationed around the court as everyone involved 
watched eagerly. A huge congratulations to all participants,          
and especially to Isaac, who emerged victorious. His win               
secures his place in the county stages, where he will face off 
against other tournament champions. If he succeeds there,           
he will earn the incredible opportunity to compete on the    
iconic Wimbledon grass courts. 

Mr J Utton 

PE Department 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Extra-Curricular-for-Terms-5-6-2025-Terms-5-6.pdf


U15 Tennis vs Monkton School 
 
On Tuesday 20th May our U15 tennis team travelled to Monkton for their LTA Year 9 and 10 Division 2 
League game. Each member of the team played a singles match as well as a doubles match on the                   
immaculate grass courts. The boys played incredibly well in the warm weather conditions winning both  
doubles matches 6-3. Further to this, all boys played brilliantly in their singles matches securing 3 out of 4 
wins.  
 
Well done to all those boys involved in the match and 
good luck for the remaining fixtures this year. 
 
 
Mr E Hill 
PE Department 

 

Party in the City - at the Abbey on Friday. 
 
Beechen Cliff pupils sang with Harmony Rising (Bath Philharmonia’s inclusively creative 
choir) alongside Bath Philharmonia at Bath Abbey on Friday 16th May. 
 
It was a fantastic opportunity for all and well done to the Beechen Cliff pupils on a brilliant performance. 
 
 
Mr A Seal 
Deputy Headteacher  



A Few Words about Outdoor Activities from 
Beechen Cliff’s Outdoor Education Prefects 
Hi All, our names are Israel and Dan and we are two Prefects for Outdoor 
Education at Beechen  Cliff in Year 12. 
 

This year and especially over the past few weeks we have completed          
numerous outdoor activities such as Ten Tors 55 and Gold Duke of        
Edinburgh, over in the Brecon beacons, staying in the garden at                  
Tir- y -Cwm  before heading out early in the morning and wild camping      
the next night.  All great experiences with their ups and downs but for      
the most part were fun.  

We would recommend anyone who isn’t sure about doing something to just 
give it a go, you’ll surprise yourself and have a great time doing so. 

Looking forwards, the Centurion Challenge 25 is coming up, and we are 
aiming to complete it a 3rd time this year and would highly recommend  
doing it, the sense of accomplishment when you touch the door back at 
school is like nothing else.  

Whatever you decide to do though just make sure you give it 
your best effort and make yourself proud. 



The Junior Maths Challenge (JMC) 2025 
 
In the first week of May, sixty-four high achieving Year 7s took part in the Junior Maths Challenge. Schools from 
all across the UK take part and last year, over 280,000 Year 7 & 8 pupils took the challenge. Certificate awards 
of Bronze, Silver and Gold are given to the top-scoring 50% of all participants, in the ratio 3:2:1. 
 
Congratulations go our best performing Year 7s: 
 
Ralph S: Gold Award, (Best in school) and qualifier for the prestigious Junior Maths Olympiad, in June, for the 
top 1,000 performers. 
 
Huw P-M:  Gold Award, and qualifier for the UK Kangaroo Challenge, in June, for the next 9,000 highest per-
formers. 
 
Silver Awards were achieved by: 

 
Bronze Awards were achieved by: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A great effort from all those who took part, seen in the photograph 
receiving their awards from Mr R. Burnby, Head of Maths.  
 
For those who are interested many Past Papers and Solutions are available on 
the UKMT website: 
Link 

 
 
Mr J. Henly 
Maths Challenge Coordinator 
 

Luca A Albert. J  Louis F Barnaby H,  Jonty H  Harry B 

Tom C  Simon M Elliott A   Owen S  Jem H  Shunran Y 

Toby D-M      

Jacob C  Ayo E Oshi M  Euan M Ben P William W 

C Curling Rayyan A-H William C Isaac C Ralphi M Theo M 

Jack S Noah W Ralph M Ruadh M Levi P Rory P 

Marcus C Rou M-C     

https://ukmt.org.uk/competition-papers/jsf/jet-engine:free-past-papers/tax/challenge-type:67/


 

 

CENTURION CHALLENGE 25 

100 miles in 48 hours 
16:00 Friday 4th July to 16:00 Sunday 6th July 

YEARS 9, 10, 11 and the Sixth Form 

 

89 challengers have applied so far-only 11 places remain! 
 

The challenge 

To leave the main doors of Beechen Cliff at 16:00 on Friday the 4th  July, follow the time-honoured route to 

the Kennet & Avon Canal and walk to Devizes along the tow path, camp overnight, then continue to the    

Parish Church at Hungerford, return to Devizes, then finally on Sunday the 6th July make your way finally 

back to Beechen Cliff School by 16:00 to claim to be a Beechen Cliff Centurion. 

 

What you must do to take part . . 

Complete the online  ENTRY  / MEDICAL FORM by scanning the QR code or use this link                             
https://forms.gle/uWGFokT2gAYNwMZB8.   
 

The Finance Office will then grant access to the ParentPay account enabling you to pay the £100 Entrance       
Fee and Secure your place.  Entrees will capped this year at 100 and entry will close 4 weeks before the event 
(Monday the 2nd of June) - so you need to secure your place! 
 

In the event the Challenge is greatly oversubscribed then places will be allocated fairly across the year groups 
and some places will be allocated to Pupil Premium / Sixth Form Bursary students. 

 

Meeting 

The Centurion Challenge 2025 meeting for all Challengers and Parents  is on the Wednesday 4th June 7pm  

in the Refectory.  

 

Mr R Stewart and Mr D Brewer 

Event Organisers/Lead 

 

https://forms.gle/uWGFokT2gAYNwMZB8


 

 

 

 

  Future Horizons Logo Design Competition 
Calling all creative minds in Years 7 to 10! 

We’re giving YOU the opportunity to shape the visual identity of our school’s Careers Department: Future Horizons.            
Your  design could become the face of our careers programme, seen on school documents, website, social media, and more! 
 

What is Future Horizons?  

Future Horizons is our school’s dedicated Careers service. We help students explore options for life beyond school – from           
university to apprenticeships, work experience, and everything in between! Now, we need a fresh new logo that reflects our 
mission to inspire, support and guide students toward a successful future (see old logo above). 
 

Your Challenge - Design a vibrant, eye-catching logo for Future Horizons that: 

    Incorporates the school colours  

    Represents growth, aspiration and opportunity 

    Is clear and effective when used in print, digital media, and on social platforms  

    Includes the name “Future Horizons” in the design 

    Looks great both in colour and black & white  
 

 Key Details  

Open to: Students in Years 7 to 10  

Deadline: Friday 14th June 2025 

Submit to:  careers@beechencliff.org.uk or hand in a paper copy to your tutor or the Careers Office (Y7 in Sixth Form)  

Format: Digital (preferred: PNG, JPEG or PDF) or high-quality scanned version of a hand-drawn design  
 

Prizes  

1st Place: Your logo will become the official Future Horizons emblem! Plus a certificate, art supplies voucher, and feature in 
the school newsletter. 

2 x Runners-up: Certificates and recognition on the school’s social media and Careers board.  

All participants will receive a certificate of participation.  

 

✅ Tips for a Winning Design  

Think about symbols of growth, future, ambition 

Use bold, clean lines that will scale well on different platforms 

Be original 

Make it meaningful – your design should say something about what Future Horizons represents  

 

✨ Let your imagination take the lead – we can’t wait to see your vision of the future! 

mailto:careers@beechencliff.org.uk


FIXTURES for w/c Monday 2nd June (correct at the time of publication) 

SPORTS RESULTS 

Please visit Beechen Cliff Sports page  for up to date information 

FIXTURE Result 

Wednesday 14th May 
CRICKET 

U13A v QEH (a) 
U13B v QEH (a) 

LOST 
LOST 

FOOTBALL U12A  v NH and MSN 6th Form (a) 5-4 

Thursday 15th May CRICKET 
1st XI v Monkton (a 
U14A v QEH (a) 

WON 
WON 

Monday 19th May CRICKET 

U12 A v Bristol Grammar School 
U12A v  KES 
U12B v KES/Bath Boys (a) 
U12C v KES (a) 
U15B v Kingswood School 

LOST 
CANC 
LOST 
CANC 
CANC 

Tuesday 20th May 
TENNIS U15A v Monkton Combe School 10-2 

CRICKET U15A v Oasis or Downend (Hinton CC) WON 

Wednesday 21st May CRICKET 
U14A cricket v Millfield (a) 

U14B cricket v Millfield (a)  
LOST 
LOST 

 Fixture 
Start time/

kick off Meet time Transport 

Monday 
 2nd June U12 7-a-side tournament @ Dauntseys 14:15 12:45  

     

Tuesday 
3rd June 

U15a v Redland Green School (a) 
U15b cricket v Stonar (a) 

14:00 
14:30 13:30  

     

Wednesday 
 4th June U15a&b cricket v Millfield (a) 14:00 12:30  

     

Thursday 
5th June 

1st XI cricket v Maggsy XI (Hinton) 12:00 10:45  

Level 3 Primary school cricket 9:00 8:30  

U13b tennis v QEH (a) 14:15 12:30  

U13a & U15a tennis v Clifton High (h) 14:30 14:00  

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/extra-curricular/sport/


 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Last Wednesday marked the first meeting of our new student working group for the school’s mental health 
strategy. This group was brought together by Tara Gretton and our current social work student, Mollie, and 
includes students from across Year 8, Year 9, Year 10, and Year 12. 

The meeting was facilitated in a solution-focused way, inviting students to think about their best hopes in 
relation to mental health in school. It was an absolutely brilliant session, where each student shared what 
they would hope to be better, not only in terms of counselling provision, but also in everyday interactions 
around the school. 

They spoke about their hopes, but also about what’s already working well and what we might do more of. 
The group will continue to meet monthly, and we are really grateful to Mollie for getting this important  
work off the ground. 

We look forward to sharing more updates with you as this work continues. 

We wish you all a restful half term break.  

Warm wishes, 

The Wellbeing Team 

Wellbeing 

Careers 

Beechen Cliff Careers Newsletter 

The most recent edition of our Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication (Edition 32) is  published 

alongside this school newsletter.   
 

If you would like any further support or information please let me know  careers@beechencliff.org.uk. 
 

Mrs E Pascoe 

Head of Careers 

mailto:careers@beechencliff.org.uk


 

May Half Term 2025 Children’s Covid-19 vaccination clinics 
 

Children’s Covid-19 Vaccinations Clinics 
will take place across Bath & North East 
Somerset, Swindon & Wiltshire (BSW) 
during May half term 2025.  Please see 
over for dates and locations. 
 

Children, 5-17 years old, who have an in-
creased risk of getting seriously ill from 
COVID-19 are eligible.  
 
Check eligibility and book via the                 
National Booking System:                        
Book, change, or cancel a COVID-19 vac-
cination appointment online - NHS 
 
More information here:  https://bswtogether.org.uk/yourhealth/seasonal-covid-19/ 
 

Community Links 

We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are not the         

responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff SchoolΦ  

https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/vaccination-and-booking-services/book-covid-19-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/vaccination-and-booking-services/book-covid-19-vaccination/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fbswtogether.org.uk%2fyourhealth%2fseasonal-covid-19%2f&c=E,1,i8Z4mbyqnN9BjJx0J8iG4U9R5uLtUgeEMNQ_iQSzn8GI3__5erKliwGftLDCYoDcqzu70fy-xvcdREMmaV0YqmchMn5VQZeNpjoGOy0YfKk8pLRC&typo=1




PERFORMANCE CAMPS 



mailto:jdavis@beechencliff.org.uk

