
 

End of Year Message from the Headteacher 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

We have come to the end of the academic year with a very busy final week of term including a successful Activities Week for 
pupils in Years 7-9 and Work Experience for Year 10 and 12 students. 
 

I am very grateful to Mr Morris who has organised the week and provided so many different activities and opportunities on  
site, in the local area and also trips further afield. I am also appreciative of Mrs Pascoeôs efforts to coordinate Work Experience 
this week and I really hope all pupils and students look back positively on their last week of term. 
 

This weekôs newsletter celebrates many of the events, activities and achievements of the last few weeks and the year as a whole. 
Members of our Beechen Cliff community have achieved so much over the last 12 months and we are incredibly proud of  
them all. 
 

Today we have celebrated many of these achievements with the presentation of Bronze, Silver and Gold Character Awards in 
Tutor time and in our End of Year Assembly. An amazing 78 % of pupils achieved the Character Award at Bronze, Silver,  
Gold Level with 21% achieving a Gold Award. 
 

This is an fantastic achievement. The award recognises pupilsô contribution to school life and personal development (across      
a range of areas and also how the live out the school core values on a daily basis). It is amazing to see so many pupils achieve  
theses awards 
 

At this time of year we also have to say farewell to departing colleagues, some after a significant length of service to Beechen 
Cliff but all having made a valuable contribution to our school community. 
 

This summer Mrs Kearns, Mrs Knight and Ms Trueman are retiring after many years of service to the school. The following 
colleagues are leaving to further their careers with other schools and some are pursuing a new pathway: Mrs Harris, Mr Best,  
Ms Beck, Mr Cattell, Mr Newell, and Ms DôAnnunzio, Ms Layton (Teaching Assistant) and Mr Grant (Teaching Assistant). 
We are very grateful for all they have brought to our school over the years and I would publicly like to thank them and wish 
them all the very best for the future. 
 

We look forward to welcoming a number of new colleagues in September and you will have the opportunity to meet them in 
due course. 
 

Over the summer holidays the site team will be undertaking maintenance across the site and work on the refurbishment of    
the Bolton Suite Building will continue. We are hoping it will be ready for use by the end of October providing significant  
improvements to the classroom and office facilities in this area. 
 

For students receiving examination results this summer we really hope they get the grades they are aspiring to after all their 
hard work. Information on collecting examination results is available later in the newsletter. 
 

At the end of what has been a very positive year I would like to thank all parents and carers for all your support throughout        
the year and I wish you all an enjoyable summer. 
 

We look forward to welcoming pupils back to school in September. 
 
 
 
 
 
T. D. Markall 
Headteacher 



Key Notices 

Calendar 

Friday 18th July 

Summer Term Ends at 2.15pm 
 

Thursday 14th August 

A Level Results Day 
 

Thursday 21st August 

GCSE Results Day 
 

Monday 1st September 

INSET DAY 
 

Tuesday 2nd September 

INSET DAY 
 

Wednesday 3rd September 

First Day of term for all pupils 
 

Thursday 11th September 

Prospective Parents Evening 6pm ï8pm 
 

Thursday 18th September 

Prospective Parents and pupils Open   
morning 9am ï11am 

 

Start of Term Arrangements for September 
2025 
 

Monday 1st September 25: INSET Day 
Tuesday 2nd September 25 : INSET Day 
Wednesday 3rd September 25:  First Day for all pupils 
 
On 3rd September pupils should arrive at school by the       
following times: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We will be writing to parents and carers towards the end of 
August to confirm arrangements. 
 
Mr T. D. Markall 
Headteacher 

8ÌÈÙ  3ÐÔÌ +ÖÊÈÛÐÖÕ 
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End of Year Reports - now available to view on Arbor 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
 

The end of year reports are now available to view on the Arbor Parent App. 
 

The reports include attendance information, your sons' End of Year (EoY) Examination grades as well as 
the Grade he is "Working Towards" achieving throughout KS3 or "Likely to Achieve" at the end of KS4. 
They also give an update on your sons' Attitude to Learning and Behaviour in class. 
 

Due to the changeover to Arbor this year these do not contain teacher comments. However, these will 
return next year. 
 

If you have any questions about these, please contact me at aseal@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk 
 

Kind regards 
 
Mr Andrew Seal 
Deputy Headteacher 

mailto:aseal@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


 

 

Changes to Google Workspace and Management Information System 
 

We have recently moved over to a new Google Workspace following the move to Arbor a few months 
ago.  This has presented a few IT challenges and there have been a few bumps in the road particularly 
around viewing positives, publishing reports to parents and changing emails. As we move into next year 
we are confident that these changes to systems will bring significant benefits to the school as they are   
embedded so I would like to thank you for your patience during this period of transition and we look 
forward to the further roll out from September. 
 
 
Mr T. D. Markall 
Headteacher 

 ***Refectory News*** 
  

Please be aware that from next term the price of a meal deal in the School refectory is increasing. 

 

The meal deal includes, a main meal  with two sides, a drink and a dessert. 

 

From September the cost of a meal  deal will now be £3.40.  

 

Thank you 
 

Mr D Keal 

Head Chef 

 

 

 

 

 

"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ&ÖÝÌÙÕÖÙ 

We are looking for a Community Governor to join the Local Governing Body.  This is a fantastic opportunity to 
support the school and to play a crucial role in ensuring high standards and providing accountability for school 
leadership. 

 

You donôt need to be a Beechen Cliff parent to be a community Governor at Beechen Cliff so please share this in 
your network if you know someone who may be interested in the role. 

 

For more information on the role and what is expected of Governors, please click here. 

If you, or someone you know, are interested in the role or would like to find out more information, please      
contact Mr Tim Markall,  Headteacher at headteacher@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk or the Chair of Governors, Ms 
Sonya Butters at sonya.butters@mnspartnership.com 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zl1WzjB7C0V789-WzvAu00dSmE2zOpQc/view
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
mailto:sonya.butters@mnspartnership.com


 
Examination Results ï August 2025 
 
Results from public examinations will be available for collection in the Main School Hall at the fol-
lowing times: 
 
A Level 
Year 13 (A level and equivalent results) ï Thursday 14th August 2025 from 9.00am until 10.30am 
in the Main School Hall.  The Sixth Form team will be on hand to help with queries and advice 
about next steps until 11.30am. Level 3 Sport students who are awaiting results are welcome (and 
encouraged) to attend.  All A Level results for students in Year 12 will be emailed to studentsô school 
email addresses, so there is  no need to attend in person - though again, students are more than           
welcome to come into school to celebrate their results. 
 
GCSE 
GCSE and equivalent results (Year 11) ï Thursday 21st August 2025 from 9.30am - 11.00am in 
main School Hall. All other GCSE results for students not in Year 11 will be emailed to studentsô 
school email addresses. There will be support available on next steps from teachers, Mrs Pascoe 
(Head of Careers) and the Sixth Form Team for those hoping to continue their education at               
Beechen Cliff into Year 12. 
 
Results via email 
It is recommended that results are collected in person. However, if a student wishes to receive their      
results by email this must be pre-arranged with the Examinations Office, and the student must  
make    the request for results to be emailed, not a parent or carer.  Results will then be emailed to 
the  studentôs school email address as soon as possible, and before 2.00pm on Results Day. If a stu-
dent wishes a parent or another adult to collect results on their behalf, the student must send an 
email to exams@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk or the person collecting must bring a letter on Results 
Day signed by the student stating the name of the person to collect. This person must bring photo 
ID on the day. 
 
Enquiries following Results Days 
Examinations staff will be available on Results Days  for advice and guidance and can be contacted 

by email to exams@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk with urgent enquiries about results on weekdays from             

Thursday 14th August. Full details of our Post Results Services can be viewed on our website at 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/exams-assessment/exam-board-info/  

Mrs J Cotterell 
Examinations Officer 
 

mailto:exams@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
mailto:exams@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/exams-assessment/exam-board-info/


THANK YOU -The Library Year in Numbers: 

 

What a year! We have had a busy and productive 
time in the library with many reading interventions, 
clubs, books groups and much more happening. It    
is nice to see an increase in the number of pupils    
borrowing books and engaging with activities such        
as AR and the Beechen Canon. 

 

Two things that will stay in my memory this year are 
the MNSP book awards and our participation in          
the Literature Across Borders international book 
group. Both events brought a new excitement into 
the library and hopefully inspired the participants to 
read more widely. Both these programmes will be 
running again next year, so please encourage your 
child to take part. 

 

Another great achievement was the production of  
the Beechen Cliff Living History Lockdown          
Reflection Book. Thank you to everyone who          
contributed or purchased a copy. I hope you agree         
it is a fantastic keepsake of a very unusual time. 

LIBRARY NEWS  

 

101 Million Words Read on AR 
 

33 Reading Millionaires! 

 

3 author visits 
 

1 reading therapy dog! 

нпст .ƻƻƪǎ     

.ƻǊǊƻǿŜŘ 

 

10 Buddy Reader 
Pairs 
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"ÖÕÎÙÈÛÜÓÈÛÐÖÕÚȵ 



Find your next summer read! 

Have a lovely summer break and we look forward to welcoming you back to the library in September. Weôve 
got lots of plans up our sleeves so watch this space! 

,ÖÖÙÓÈÕËɯ1ÖÈËɯÏÈÚɯÈɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÓÐÉÙÈÙàȵɯ%ÐÕËɯÖÜÛɯÔÖÙÌɯÏÌÙÌ 

Bag a bargain!There are many charity shops in town and on Moorland Road that sell second hand 
books for £1 or £2. 

  

Bath is lucky to have many independent bookshops as well as well known national brands. Try 
browsing round Mr Bôs  , Toppings and Co or Oldfield Park Bookshop where the friendly 
booksellers are passionate and knowledgeable about all things books! 

Summer Reading Ideas: 

Join Your Local Library 
 

Joining the local library is free and gives many benefits. Not 
only can you borrow books, but you can also access a range of 
free digital resources, including eBooks, eAudio books and 
eMagazines and even resources to help you prepare for your 
driving theory test. 

There are several workshops and competitions being held across 
BANES library network over the summer. 

For more information, go to your nearest library or click: 

Join the library network | Bath and North East Somerset Council 

Read óThe Dayô 
Beechen has a subscription to the online 
newspaper óThe Dayô. You can access 
this from the student homepage by  
clicking on The Day tile or by scanning 
the QR code. Donôt forget there are 
many features to make reading more 
accessible, including 4 different reading-
age levels, dyslexia-friendly fonts and 
reading masks and rulers. Just click on 
the stick figure on an article to access 
these features. 

Read from the Beechen Canon 
Why not get a head start on your reading for next year by 
choosing a book from the Beechen Canon to read over the 
summer? All the books in the canon are printed in your plan-
ners and can be found on the school website.There are prizes 
for the first pupil in each year group to read all ten books on 
their year groupôs canon list. 

Beechen-Cliff-Canon-Reading-List.pdf 

Listen to podcasts or audiobook 
Podcasts - BBC Sounds 

BBC Sounds has a huge range of podcasts which you can access for 
free. 

You can find a podcast on pretty much anything, but some recom-
mendations include: 

BBC Sounds - The Rest Is History - Available Episodes 

BBC Sounds-Open Book 

BBC Sounds - No Such Thing As A Fish - Available Episodes 

Have a look at the programme for the  

Bath Childrenôs Literature Festival  starting in  

 September. 

Keep Reading! 
Laura Bridge, Library Lead 

https://www.moorlandroadcommunitylibrary.com/
https://mrbsemporium.com/
https://www.toppingbooks.co.uk/
https://www.theoldfieldparkbookshop.co.uk/
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/digital-facilities-and-resources
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/join-library-network
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Beechen-Cliff-Canon-Reading-List.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/podcasts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p0d0mj5v
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b006qp6p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p0gwnyjd
https://bathfestivals.org.uk/childrens-literature/


Beechen Cliff PTA 50:50 CLUB 
 

The PTA operates a 50:50 Lottery Club where draws are held each month.  Parents and carers can join 
the club by setting up a standing order for £1 per entry, a number of parents and carers of past pupils 
continue to support the PTA by continuing to enter.  Email 5050@beechenpta.org if you would like 
more details. 
 
*** CONGRATULATIONS *** 
We held draws for the 50:50 Club at the PTA meeting earlier this month.  The latest winners and prizes 
were: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In order to claim your winnings we will either need your bank details for a direct transfer or if you would 
like a cheque please confirm your current address. 
 
Prizes from previous months remain unclaimed by Ron Mould, Colette Lorimer, Sarah Mitchard, Adam 
Gretton, Gavin Lewis, Emma Elliott, Sian Burton and Philip Kelley.  If you are reading this and know 
any of the winners and you think their child has left the school, please let them know. 
 
For those are not currently in the 50:50 Club please contact 5050@beechenpta.org with your details and 
how much you would like to enter each month.  As the name suggests 50% of the ticket sales go to the 
prize fund and 50% (less costs) goes to the PTA for grants to be made to the school. 
 
All communication concerning the club should be addressed to the Lottery Promoter, Paul Fleming,  
using the 50:50 Club email address 5050@beechenpta.org  
 
Thank you for your continued support of Beechen Cliff School PTA and good luck for future draws. 
 

Mr P Fleming 

PTA Chairperson 

February 2025 May 2025 

370 Tim Johnson £46.50 61 Lucy Powell (Eleanor) £46.00 

339 Jane McLaren £31.00 167 Charles Draper £30.67 

208 Eunie Lee £15.50 8 Ron Mould £15.33 

            

March 2025 June 2025 

382 Rebekah Read £46.00 402 Charles Draper £46.00 

387 Polly Parfitt (Drew) £30.67 30 Karen Thomas £30.67 

400 Charles Draper £15.33 152 Marion Donaldson £15.33 

            

April 2025       

514 Katie Pritchard £46.00       

167 Philip Kelley £30.67       

93 Kate May £15.33       

mailto:5050@beechenpta.org
mailto:5050@beechenpta.org
mailto:5050@beechenpta.org


Music 

It has been an exciting, busy and productive term for the music department. 

Throughout term 5, 9 pupils: Zach C,       
Jasper C, Joe C, Ash M, Henry O,              
Rou M-C, Enrick F and Marcus C were 
involved in workshops and rehearsals for   
a project involving all secondary schools 
across the city. This culminated in the        
pupils composing, rehearsing and            
performing 4 songs which were performed 
as part of the opening night of the Bath 
festival on Friday 16th May at Bath Abbey. 
This was an exciting experience for all      
pupils and they thoroughly enjoyed the 
whole process. 

This project, once again, brought all the 
music departments from the various         
secondary schools together which was a 

great experience in itself and we look forward to more collaborative projects next year. 

The last few weeks have seen the 2025 Young Musician Competition taking place. After a round of          
auditions, Mr Thompson and I had the difficult task of selecting pupils to perform in the final. There         
were lots of brilliant performances and eventually, 21 finalists from across years 7, 8, 9 and 10 were           
entered. 
 

The final took place in the school hall on Monday 7th July with pupils, staff and our adjudicator for this 
year: Mr Tom Berge (composer, jazz pianist and old boy) in attendance. After a great showing of talent from 
all pupils involved, the following winners and  runners up were announced 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Troy J SH7a 

Piano 

Henry O BY8b 

Guitar 

Temini E SH9a 

Bass Guitar 

Bobby H KP9A 

Piano 

Jack W SH10a 

Piano 

William G KP7b 

Electric Guitar 

Evan F SH8 

Flute 

Dom W SH9a 

Electric Guitar 
 

Harry T SH10b 

Violin  

Ben P KP7b 

Trumpet 

Jacob M BY8a 

Piano 

Jasper C SH9a 

Voice 
 

Tiger T SH10a 

Piano 

Max K KP7b 

Electric Guitar 

Dylan O BY8a 

Saxophone 

Bill G ML9b 

Piano 
 

Nick E  SH10b 

Trombone 

Rou M-C SH7a 

Piano 

Lucas McH ML8a 

Voice and Piano 

Joseph S  ML9a 

Piano 
 

Eddie W SH10b 

Piano 



KS3 

Winner: Joseph S (Piano) 

Runner up: Henry O (Classical guitar) 

Runner up: Lucas McHugh (Voice and 
piano) 
 

KS4 

Winner: Jack W (Piano) 

Runner up: Nick E (Trombone) 
 

House points were awarded to all pupils 
who auditioned and congratulations to 
the finalists in creating a fantastic         
afternoon of music. Special thanks must 
go to Mr Berge for his informative and 
inspiring comments. 

 

We also had our Summer Bandôs Night on Wednesday 9th July in the main hall organised by Mr                
Harriman, featuring 6 bands including our very own Folk Group making their debut at the event. 
 

On Thursday 10th July Mr Thompson organised a 
mass rehearsal/jam session for all musicians in the 
school who have participated in extra curricular   
activities with a view to running a European tour 
next July.  It was an enjoyable hour of music making 
and all those involved seemed to enjoy the session. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
music staff (both curriculum and instrumental) for 
their hard work throughout the year, both in class 
work and in extra curricular opportunities. 

I hope you all have an enjoyable summer break. 

Mr P E Calvert 

Head of Music 



 

A Midsummer Nights Dream 
On Friday, the 11th of July, Year 7 held their 
annual performance of A Midsummer 
Nightôs Dream and thoroughly captivated 
their audience made up of their fellow          
students and staff.  
 

We were impressed by the incredible effort of 
the many boys who had not only memorised 
their lines but delivered them with comedic 
timing, expressive physical movement and 
thoughtful interaction with their fellow        
actors.   
  

From heartfelt soliloquies, desperate         
requests to authority figures, loverôs tiffs,    
mischievous plans and the frustration of  
trying to prepare a bunch of amateurs for              
a performance fit  for royalty, the boys             
displayed a spectacularly diverse range for 
everyone to enjoy. We certainly have a few 
young men who we feel are destined for a 
career on the stage. 
 

Well done all of you who took the               
opportunity to get up on the stage!  

 

Mrs S OôHiggins 

Head of English 

Hospitality and Catering 
Year 10 Hospitality and Catering students completed the first year of their vocational course last 
week  with a 2 lesson practical. Everyone made a Fraisier Cake over 2 lessons, with the sponge in 
lesson 1, and completion lesson 2.  

They started the year looking at seasonal fruit and vegetables, so it felt right to end it with some 
Wimbledon favourites of strawberries and cream. 

Mrs K Gallahger 

Food Technology Lead 



 

Sixth Form Rowing Club  

 

 

This year some of our Year 12 and Year 
13s chose rowing as their sport on a 
Thursday afternoon. In collaboration 
with Minerva Boat Club in Bath,             
students have spent their Thursday           
afternoons at the river in all weathers, 
have developed new skills and made new 
friends as they've learned to work as a 
crew.  

Guided by trained coaches, students have 
learned to sweep (rowing with one blade) 
and skull (rowing with two blades). They 
have been on the water in boats of 8, 4, 2 
and single boats. Theyôve learned how to 
stay safe on the water, have respect for all 
water users and how to maintain boats.  

When the weather was particularly bad,  
students did indoor rowing sessions where 
they practiced their technique and rowing 
in sync, as well as getting in some cardio 
workouts!  

 

Weôve had great fun learning to row with 

Year 12 this year, and look forward to them 

being the veterans next year when the new 

Year 12 students join the rowing club. 

 

Ms Netto and Miss Mather 

Sixth Form Rowing 



ΨThe Beechen Cliff design team claims 3rd prize in national     

design competition.ô 
 

Design Ventura, the Design Museumôs flagship learning project supported by Deutsche Bank, is an opportunity 
for students to develop design thinking, creative and business capabilities and employability skills. Now in the 
15th year of the project, the Beechen Cliff team were shortlisted in this prestigious national competition, which 
saw entries from over 10,000 pupils and 200 schools across the country.  

The team initially travelled to the UK headquarters   
of Deutsche Bank for the pitching event, where they 
presented their product concept to a panel of industry 
professionals, alongside the other nine shortlisted 
schools. In April, the teams were invited to the          
celebration event at the Design Museum in London, 
and took part in a networking event with design            
professionals from a range of sectors such as                  
architects, games developers and product designers. 
The team's prototype was then unveiled to the public 
in a dedicated exhibition space in the museum, with 
an awards presentation to announce the prize winners  
 

The Beechen Cliff product called óThe Design         
Odyssey,ô inspires users to learn from design history to 
change today's world. Users will undertake 100 daily 
design challenges drawing on real world issues such as 
the climate crisis. Prompts act as a starting point for 
ideas to create solutions to scenarios and design           
problems, with the sketches created on the post-it 
notes below. The idea is to encourage problem solving 
skills, creativity and innovation  

The team were thrilled to claim third prize overall         
for this competition, with so many positive comments 
from the judges, industry professionals and museum 
visitors. The whole journey in the competition was an 
amazing experience, and seeing their own work on 
display in an internationally recognised museum,  
with visitors from all over the world is a great            
achievement. A massive well done to Josh, Yarden,  
Linus, and Alex from Year 10.  
 

The team would also like to thank the PTA for              
supporting them this year with the Design                   
Competition Club, which has given them the            
opportunity and resources to develop their prototype 
in preparation for the competition entry.  

https://ventura.designmuseum.org/ 

 

Design and Technology 
 

 

http://designmuseum.org/
https://ventura.designmuseum.org/


 

Activities Week 25 
 

From animation to axe throwing, board games to bowls, cooking to croquet, cycling to sketching and        
everything in between.   They've walked, climbed, pokemoned, warhammered (if they are even words), 
raced cars, paddleboarded, written reviews, played tennis, table tennis, squash and golf with some             
paintballing, a mine trip and Thorpe Park thrown in for good measure. 
 
We got there!  Creating some great experiences and memories along the way, the boys have learned new 
things and solidified friendships and so many of the external providers have been so positive about the 
boys and their involvement with Beechen Cliff on this Activities Week. 
 
I cannot thank the staff enough, those that have been pit ponies around the Skyline walk on three           
consecutive days, cycled back and forth to Bristol, created activities that have stimulated the body and       
the mind and gone above and beyond at every juncture; Beechen Cliff is a lucky place to have such                     
committed and professional individuals delivering such a positive and purposeful end to the year. 
 
Can I thank you, the parents, for your support in the venture and the boys for their 'have a go' attitudes 
and positivity.  Particular thanks to the office and finance teams who do all of the cajoling, coordinating 
and communicating, they are the heroes here who make it all happen. 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Mr K Morris 
Assistant Headteacher (Conduct and Character Development) 



 

Snowdonia 25ð Year Mountaineering Trip 
 

 

The Year 9 mountaineering trip began with a drive to Eryri National Park and a short scramble to 
the Caseg Fraith mountain hut, their base for the week. 

Day 2 was marked by high winds and torrential rain, preventing an ascent of the Daear Ddu ridge to 
Moel Siabod. Instead, the group took a rainy walk along the Ogwen Valley on the Snowdonia Slate 
Trail. 

On Day 3, the weather improved for an "epic day" in the Glyderau range. They ascended from the 
Ogwen Valley to Llyn Bochlwyd, completed the Y Gribyn ridge (a Grade 1 scramble) to Glyder Fach 
(994m), and continued to Glyder Fawr (1001m). The day concluded with a descent down Devil's 
Kitchen to Llyn Idwal for a paddle. 



 

Catalonia Trip 
 

Churros, Champions and Calella : just three of many highlights of the annual Year 8 trip to sunny Spain! On     
Sunday the 13th of July, 25 of us arrived in Northern Spain, eager to put our Spanish to the test and sample the 
local delicacies. Accompanied by Mr Macdonald, Mr Bakker, Mr Quintin, and Mr Mann, we enjoyed visits to         
Barcelona, Camp Nou and a water park. We were well looked after at the hotel óVolgaô, which supplied us with 
mountains of delicious food and comfy beds. However, the swimming pool  probably lost half of its water. 
 

 

 

Each day, we had the 
chance to explore the 
local shops of Calella 
and buy enough soft 
drinks to fill half the 
Barça stadium. We 
learnt about the         
Sagrada Familia, visited 
Las Ramblas, and we 
were even featured on 
Marlonôs Twitch 
stream. 
 
The eveningôs                   
entertainment involved 
pool and table tennis 
and, on the last night, a 
spot of karaoke, if we 
could get the mic off 
Mr Mann . His            
performance of the  
70ôs classic ñyou to me 
are everythingò was 
óinterestingô but it did 
open the floodgates to 
more modern artists, 
such as Avicii, Ed 
Shearen, and Mr           
Macdonaldôs favourite, 
Toderick Hall. 
 
We had a great time, 
and are very grateful        
to the staff who looked 
after us¡ Gracias y feliz 
verano! 
 
Henry - Year 8 



A Normandy Diary by Ben 

DAY 1 

We meet outside Majestic on Bear Flat, 2:30 in the 
morning.  I sit on the coach with friends, which is 
good.  It will help pass the time on our coach journey 
to Portsmouth to catch the ferry.  We chat about the 
forthcoming trip, read and play Wordle and Duolingo. 

The ferry has everything, a cinema, places to eat, an 
arcade and shops and entertainment. 

We take ages to depart from Portsmouth. After walk-
ing around the ship I decide to sit on a sun lounger on 
deck and enjoy the sea air for a while before going to 
watch the magic show ï where I get called up on stage 
to take part in a mind reading trick. After óMagic Steveô 
a group of us return the fresh air of the deck where we 
see a pod dolphins! They were amazing! 

 As we got nearer to the mainland the blue sky was 
replaced by a blanket of fog and the ship had plot a to 
zig-zag course to France. 

After docking in France we leave we begin our journey.  
We first sight the Pegasus Bridge, which was vital dur-
ing the D-Day landings ï allowing the British to ad-
vance into France and liberate it. We make a stop at a 
nearby battery, where we get to explore and experience 
a war zone in an interactive experience, before going 
into huge actual World Ward one fighter plane. We 
then travel on to our hotel and after dinner we retire 
to bed tired - to be ready for the next day. 

DAY 2 

We wake at 6:45am and after a breakfast of pancakes 
and cereal we travel to the Allemande Museum where 
we watch a film and then walk around the very         
interesting museum. We then area allowed to explore 
the town, where we practice our French and buy ice 
creams.  

We move onto a second war museum, where we trek 
up a huge hill and then watch a 360 cinema with    
actual footage from the war. It really opens our eyes to 
the horror and reality of a battlefield.  We then walked 
a little farther to a magnificent viewpoint where we eat 
lunch before returning to the coach and continue our 
journey. 

After lunch we visit the American cemetery. The sheer  

number of graves is sobering but the central building is beautiful, a huge Sistine chapel like ceiling over a great stat-
ue in the middle.  

When we return to our hotel we split into two groups.  Each group spends an hour visiting a French supermarket 
then having a refreshing swim in the pool.  

We have dinner and go to bed. 



DAY 4 

We visit the small town of Caen, where we walk around the 
centre, and do some shopping.  We have lunch (Pizza or 
Spagetti) at a French restaurant ï sitting outside on three long 
tables. The weather is hot, so we are all grateful for the bottles 
of coke and lemonade. Dessert is chocolate covered crepes. 
After this, the staff stand us up and teach us how to dance. 

Then it is a short ride to the ferry.  After an uneventful    
crossing, we continued home. 
 

It was a great trip, but at he end we were all happy to go to 
sleep in our own beds. 

       Ben Year 7 

DAY 3 

Day three starts with breakfast of pastries and cereals again.  
Today is my most anticipated day, because we are going to 
visit the Bayeux tapestry.  

We wait in a courtyard surrounded by an old, beautiful 
square building. We line up in our groups and then walk 
into a small waiting room, with huge models of characters 
from the tapestry all around the room.  

We are given a speaking device which we hold to our ear   
as we enter the room with the tapestry. The tapestry is       
magnificent, reaching as far as the eye can see down the 
dark, unlit corridor. We spot all of the famous scenes, the 
oath over sacred bones and Harold getting an arrow to the 
eye, plus moreé 

Later, after visiting the tapestry we visit a caramel factory, 
and learn a little about how the caramel is made.  We were 
given a large amount of complimentary caramel!   We buy 
ice cream, caramel flavoured of course and look in the gift 
shop.  

After the long drive back to our hotel, we begin our even-
ing activities, which tonight include going to the beach to 
play games. 



   

 

Centurion challenge 2025 
The 57th Centurion Challenge started as usual in bright sunshine, but this was not going to last. 87. 
Challenges were to pit their resilience over a historic 100-mile centurion course. Spirits were high as they 
set off as ever sprinting to the canal entrance along Greenway Lane, down Lyncombe Hill, and to the 
canal entrance at Widcome Locks. The cool summer evening offered almost ideal walking conditions 
with only one challenger withdrawing on medical grounds before camp. Most made camp within 4 
hours and feasted on the Dominos Pizza layout before them with refreshing ice lollies to follow.            
Encouraged by the Centurion Staff the challengers soon retired to their tents to dream about the 55 
miles that lay before them the next day. 
 

Up at 5 am the challengers ate a hearty breakfast, collected their snacks, and replenished their water        
for the journey ahead. Some rain had fallen in the night and after a briefing at 6 oôclock the challengers 
again sprinted back to the canal to make their way up the Cane Hill Locks onwards through the          
checkpoints at Horton, Honey Street, Pewsey Wharf, Wootton Rivers, Stibbs Green,  Great Bedwyn and 
finally Oak Hill to arrive at St Lawrence Church Hungerford from midday onwards. The weather was 
good overall, but the occasional cloud bursts had caught a few challengers off guard.  8 challengers fell 
on the way. 6 more were to fall at the church. The fallen were collected by the shadowing team of           
minibuses and returned to camp or collected by parents where they stopped.  
 

As the day unfolded the weather improved in a way that only the British summer can, the clouds          
parted and the sunshine returned. The resilience of our challengers was now to be tested even more.           
On the 26.5 miles back to the campsite and the sustenance of spaghetti bolognaise with carrot / banana 
cake with custard waiting more were to fall. In all only 48 returned. The first by about 7 pm the last by 
11 oôclock. The high spirits of Friday night were replaced by the moans and groans of aching muscles 
and limbs. Blisters were treated, feet washed, and dried, and our weary challengers needed little                
encouragement to go to their tents to get some rest before the next 22.5 miles back to school. 
 

Most challengers rose early at about 4:30. Tired bodies now moved in slow motion. Getting dressed,    
eating breakfast, and having their sore feet tended too before the start at 6 am. Those who had not  
made the cut-off times at the last two check points were returned to the spot where they were stopped to 
commence their return journey from there.  
 

47 now commenced the final day. 22.5 miles lay before them to complete in 10 hours. How easy is 
that? . . .  well, its not with 77.5 miles behind them every step was a challenge. The number of sprint 
starters dropped to 8, the rest of the challengers preferred to walk back to camp. This year the first              
person to return was Thomas Reece at 08:55. This is a new record, smashing the previous best time by 
almost 40 minutes. An incredible feat. But individual incredible feats were to follow. Other challengers 
soon followed in a steady stream. Some even though they were in great pain still managed to sprint 
across the playing fields to the doors of Beechen Cliff. The last challenger returned easily by 4 Oôclock, 
the cut off time, bringing this yearôs Centurion Challenge to an end. 
 

As ever we must thank all those who have assisted in the running of the challenge. The Centurion Team 
from Beechen Cliff and Helen Shepard form Hayesfield who assisted us on the Friday and Saturday.  
We are most grateful to the Centurion Marshals, all 73 of them who diligently monitored the progress, 
reporting back to us the passage of the challengers and not only supplied sustenance but encouragement 
to the challengers as they passed through. 



Sponsorship money 
If you have raised any                        
sponsorship money now  is the 
time to collect it and pay it in.  
This will be either directly to your 
chosen charity, via GoodHub,  
ParentPay or in cash to the school 
reception.  Any  money received  
by the school will be aggregated 
and then passed on to the charities 
as chosen by the challengers on  
the Google entrance form.  

 

Centurion Challenge 
2026 : For those of you who 
would like to take   part in the 
Centurion  Challenge 2026 the 
dates are  Friday 3rd July to         
Sunday 5th July. 
 

Open Letter to the 
2025 Centurion   
Challengers. 
Congratulations to all challengers 
whether you completed the challenge 
in full or not. You have  attempted  
something that few people will ever 
attempt . You will remember this for 
many years to  come. Walking 100 
miles in 48 hours is an amazing 
achievement and should never be   
dismissed lightly. You have built your 
resilience, your ability to successfully adapt to stress, your ability to withstand lifeôs challenges.  
 

Your Physical Resilience has been challenged, your fatigued muscles, aching joints and those painful blisters; your 
Mental Resilience has been tested, the ability to cope with stress, manage negative thoughts, and maintain a positive 
outlook even in the rain; your Emotional Resilience pushed to the limit: you have managed your emotions effectively 
during a high stress situation and have not collapsed in a sobbing heap; your understanding of the importance of So-
cial Resilience has been developed, you have built social connections, supporting and encouraging others on the jour-
ney, building a long lasting Centurion Community. 
 

So, whether you walked 22.5 miles or 100 miles you have continued to build a strong foundation for navigating life's 
ups and downs.  
 

We salute you all. 

Mr R Stewart 



Beechen Cliff once again had a successful year with 
participation in the Ten Tors event over Dartmoor in 
May. 
 

As has become tradition, we entered teams at all the 
distances with year 10 taking on 35 miles and year 12 
taking on the 45 and 55 distances. All teams complet-
ed in good time and with some panache! 
 

Training for this event starts in January, with visits to 
the Mendips and Banneau Brycheiniog (Tirycwm) be-
fore extended weekends on Dartmoor camping out 
and consolidating the navigational and self manage-
ment skills needed to take on this challenge.  
 

The event itself provided cool, dry conditions perfect 
for teams taking on the challenge.  

The Saturday morning saw a spectacular parachute 
drop over start before a field gun sounded and away 
teams went with the aim of completing their route by  

 

the 5pm shut off on the Sunday. 
 

During the weekend, staff and parents are left to track 
their progress on the Ten Tors website as Tors and 
checkpoints get visited and óticked offô as teams ad-
vance across the moor. 
 

This year the weather drew out huge crowds at the fin-
ish on the Sunday and it was great to see so many par-
ents from Beechen Cliff attend the finish and see their 
son/daughter achieve a goal that is well earned and of 
significance.  
 

A huge thank you to all staff that gave up their week-
ends to train and support pupils towards this achieve-
ment.  
 

We look forward to next year to see what the current 
year 9 and year 11 bring to this event. 

 

 

Ten Tors 2025 

Base camp and preparation. The Start 

The Finish 

Mr D Brewer.  

Ten Tors 



CCF Summer Newsletter 2025 
 

This has proved to be an action-packed twelve months for the contingent.  In addition to the various       
exercises, Remembrance events and Dinner Night the contingent has seen a number of additional activities 
thrown into the calendar and even some new óbuildingô taking place in the contingent area at King            
Edwardôs - the latter helping to deal with the significant amount of equipment the contingent now            
possesses.  Beechen Cliff cadets have been very much at the heart of it all and the sixty BCS members have 
proved to be very successful in many areas of cadet life. 
 

The contingent numbered 125 at the start of the academic year and it looks likely to start the new year in 
September with even more. This presents a slight headache in terms of resourcing but is testament to the 
enduring attraction of being part of an organisation which provides such valuable experiences for the        
cadets and which has been shown to develop resilience and build commitment. 
 

All the boys learn basic fieldcraft, signals, weapon handling/shooting and first aid.  The theory is made 
órealô through the various exercises which take place during the  year.  The older cadets are prepared for 
leadership of sections through a training package which culminates in a ten day course in August - the 
Method of Instruction (or NCO) event which this year will see thirty Year 10 cadets prepared to take on      
the challenge and earn the right to their first stripes.  This is a record number and is further evidence of  
the exceptional nature of the year group and the commitment shown in moving through the cadet syllabus 
and responding to the challenges set. 
 

Events of 2024-25 

The year began with a visit to Bovington Tank Museum before the contingent travelled for its first exercise 
of the year; Exercise First Chance. This exercise took place at Merryfield Airfield and gave the new Year 9 
recruits their first opportunity to learn the skills needed to set up a camp óin the fieldô and to participate in 
various activities which helped to bond the group. 

 

November brought a flurry of CCF activities; the Remembrance Day parade in the city, the Biennial        
Inspection of the contingent and the annual Dinner Night. 

 

It is always impressive to see the cadets come out in force to show their respect for those who have lost their 
lives in the conflicts of the last 120 years, the 2024 event being as well attended and received as any that I 
can remember.  To mark the occasion a photograph of the contingent was commissioned and it features in 
this report. 

 

The Biennial inspection took place in late November and the feedback on the quality of the contingent was 
impressive.  Captain Jonesô leadership of his staff and cadets was much commended and we were all very 
pleased to have been able to óshow offô the depth and range of the experiences offered to cadets.   

 

The Annual Dinner ( and Ceilidh) was the social highlight of the year and featured the award to the best 
cadet from the MOI course ( BCS Cadet Oscar Solomons being the recipient of the Sword of Honour) and 
the chance for staff and cadets to stomp around the dance floor in the second part of the evening.  Our 
ósponsorô unit, the KRH (KIngôs Royal Hussars), was represented at the event by a young officer from      
Sandhurst.  All 120 attending cadets, staff and guests had a very good time! 

 



The Christmas party in December brought the whole contingent together for an evening of games and a 
chance to present some ófunô awards to members of the contingent.  Captain Jones and the staff ran the 
games and wore costumes which are best described as being items which should have a veil drawn over 
them as far as social media is concerned. 

 

In March all the cadets were able to develop their skills or to take on leadership roles in Exercise Next   
Step.  The Year 9 cadets had recently been trained in the use of the L98 weapon system ( rifle, to the         
uninitiated) and were able to use it óin the fieldô for the first time.  Section attacks and fighting in a built  
up area were practised and our boys had a fine time, as you can imagine.  Scraesdon Fort, the venue, was 
perfect for providing space to host a number of activities and, for the first time, the newly qualified archery 
staff were able to set up the butts and let the arrows fly.  Tug of war, search and evasion, orders and general 
fieldcraft were activities which made it a packed and exciting weekend for our cadets. 
 

Potential future leaders in Year 10 were taken on a further exercise ( Future Leader, perhaps                    
unsurprisingly) at the end of March and the cadets were put under the sort of pressure which they can 
come to expect if taking on the mantle of leadership within the contingent.   
 

At the end of May, 30 lucky 
cadets travelled to London 
to see the Major Generalôs     
Review, a precursor to the 
Trooping of the Colour in 
June.  This was an              
opportunity to see the full 
ópomp and pageantryô          
involved in the time             
honoured ceremony and a 
reminder to the cadets why 
Captain Jones is fond of 
drillé 
 

The year was rounded off with the Snowdonia Adventure training week.  Fifty of our cadets travelled to 
North Wales to participate in caving, paddleboarding, the underground zip wire challenge and the chance 
to sample Lt Nobleôs advanced catering skills, something first noted in the 2024 Forest Dweller event in 
Kent. 
 

Awards. 

Many of our cadets have used the contingent experience to propel them towards achieving Duke of            
Edinburgh goals and they have received their badges in recognition of this achievement.  Twenty six of the 
BCS cadets have also received marksman badges at level one, two or three in recognition of their skills in 
the use of the .22 target rifle at the King Edwardôs range.  All the BCS cadets who have completed their      
full academic year in the contingent receive a Certificate of Service - one senior cadet will be receiving his 
fifth year award this year and this is an achievement of which he is rightly proud. 
 

Overall 

All the cadets should be very proud of their achievements over the year and will be very aware that they       
are now óarmedô with experiences which will stand them in very good stead when they look forward to         
interviews and to enhancing their CVs in years to come.  It is always impressive to see the cadets of         
Beechen Cliff and King Edwardôs work so well together and act as a seamless unit; exactly what we always 



Trooping the Colour at the Major Generalôs Review, London -       

May 31st 2025 
To introduce the ceremony I will allow ówikipediaô to take the strain on this occasion! 

óTrooping the Colour is a ceremonial event performed every year at Horse Guards Parade in London, by regiments  
of the Household Division, to celebrate the official birthday of the King. It is also known as the Sovereign's Birthday 
Parade. Similar events are held in other countries of the Commonwealth. In Great Britain it is, with the State       
Opening of Parliament, the biggest event of the ceremonial calendar, and watched by millions on television and      
on the streets of London. 

Historically, colours were once used on the battlefield as a rallying point. They display the battle honours of a         
regiment and are a focal point of Trooping the Colour. The ceremony has marked the sovereign's official birthday 
since 1748. Each year, one of the five Foot Guards regiments of the Household Division is selected to slowly troop 
(carry) its colour through the ranks of guards, who stand with arms presented. During the slow march-past, the         
colours are lowered before the monarch and during the quick march-past the colours fly. The monarch will salute  
the colours in return.ô 

Perhaps less well known is the fact that the 
ceremony takes place on three occasions, the 
last one being the occasion which is attended 
by the monarch.  The CCF were able to      
acquire tickets to the Major Generalôs review 
on May 31st and so, suited and appropriately 
booted, we travelled to London and took up 
seats in the stands overlooking the parade 
ground at Horse Guards Parade, being      
treated to a ceremony which exemplified     
all that makes the British army very special 
and which allowed us all to be drenched in     
a little of the history that surrounds the  
event and the area in which it takes place.  
Fortunately the only ódrenchingô in terms      
of the weather came in the form of sunlight 
and it proved to be the best possible of days 
to be sat amongst the privileged spectators 
who had dressed for the occasion and clearly 
appreciated what they were witnessing. 

Our leader, Captain Jones, is a former      
member of the Coldstream Guards and 
spent a fair proportion of his time stationed in central London as part of the contingent which provided ceremonial 
support to the wide range of activities requiring military input in the capital.  For him, of course, the event was       
particularly special and you can imagine the pride of someone watching young soldiers displaying their drill skills    
and showing their understanding of the importance of this type of ceremony for keeping our links with the past - in 
the same way as he himself did in the dim and more distant past. 

After a brief walk past Downing Street and into Westminster to get a group shot in front of the Palace of             
Westminster, we departed on a coach which, despite the fact that it was brand new and equipped with all óbells     
and whistlesô unfortunately decided that a day when the temperature reached 25 degrees outside was to be the one 
where its air conditioning was to capitulate.  We all yearned for a return to the 1970s coaches which had openings      
in the roof and sliding windows.. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse_Guards_Parade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regiment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_Official_Birthday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Commonwealth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Opening_of_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Opening_of_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colours,_standards_and_guidons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foot_guards#United_Kingdom


Exercise Gelertôs Adventure - Snowdonia 2025 
 

The forty CCF cadets who were allocated places on the adventurous 
training week in Snowdonia were granted the twin joys of plenty of   
sunshine and decent food - essential components for happy                  
participants. 
 

The event this year featured three days of activities at Plas y Brenin  
Outdoor Centre; sandwiched between visits to two very different 
óZipworldô experiences, one out in the forest and another in a huge old 
slate mine.  The accommodation at Cwm Pennant was a last minute 
feature, the army camp bunkhouses having been made unavailable        
following a recent audit of the space.  The change proved to be an            
excellent one, however, the kitchens and accommodation on offer         
being perfect for our group of forty six intrepid adventurers. 
 

The experiences on offer ranged from rock climbing, bouldering, hill 
walking, kayaking, raft building (and sinking), high ropes/zip lines,  
giant swing and forest go-karting.  For the cadets it proved to be a        
winning combination and the opportunity to take up all the challenges 
on offer was taken with some enthusiasm, matched, surprisingly by the 
willingness to be a part of the kitchen teams tasked with preparing the 
food each morning and evening, together with dealing with the          
mammoth task of washing up and cleaning down industrial stoves, 
griddles and fryers.  Photographic evidence of the fact that teenagers 
can be extremely productive in domestic settings is available on              
request. Lt Noble, in charge of all the logistics and catering, was very 
impressed with the teams and their ability to stick with the tasks            
allocated. 
 

The days were long and tiring but there was never a word of complaint 
and the energy that remained was expended in the final challenge - the 
underground óclimbingô/zip line event at Llechwedd.  Despite the        
challenges presented by the huge drops under their feet the cadets gave 
it their all and took themselves through the full experience - one group 
even dragging me along to ensure that their progress was slowed          
significantly.  The photographs taken at the caverns really didnôt do the 
scale and impact of the place any justice at all, so they are rather       
noticeable by their absence in this report. 
 

We arrived back in Bath on Friday evening, undaunted by the Friday 
evening traffic around Birmingham, ready for a meal and a long sleep.  
The cadets were a credit to the contingent and to their individual 
schools, as they always seem to be. 

 

 

Mr A Davies 

CCF Beechen Cliff Liaison. 

 


