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Year 11 GCSE 
Information Evening

Ensuring that our pupils are prepared for their GCSEs and helping them to 

maximise their potential in Year 11 and beyond



Programme
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Introduction
Mr T Markall - Headteacher
(including input from Jane Gibbons from the PTA)

Examination Information 
Mr A Seal - Deputy Headteacher

Revision Skills and Support
Ms R Bala - Associate Assistant Headteacher

Careers Information and Moving Forward
Miss K Mather - Assistant Headteacher 

Attendance & Pastoral Support  
Mr A Firth - Head of Year 11
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PTA

Some examples of items 
the PTA have helped to 
fund:
● Clubhouse
● Interactive screens
● Library
● Beekeeping
● 3D printers
● Materials for extra 

curricular clubs



Outcomes 2025

Aspiration  • Compassion • Independence •  Respect



Aspiration  • Compassion • Independence •  Respect

Exams

Mr A Seal
Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum and Assessment)
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Key Exam Milestones

● November Mock Exams
3 school weeks away

● March Mock Exams
15 school weeks away

● Summer GCSE Exams
23 school weeks away
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Exam preparation support for our pupils

Term 1
• Targeted English/Maths/Science revision sessions from term 1
• Mock exams Assembly
• Revision skills session
• Mock exam timetable and list of all papers and PLCs

Term 2
• 1st set of Mock exams - 10th - 18th November
• Mock results day
• Progress report - published at the end of term
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Exam preparation support for our pupils

Term 3
• Parents Evening - Monday 14th January
• Wider range of after-school revision sessions
• Tutor mentoring program
• Revision sessions in tutor time continue

Term 4
• 2nd Set of Mock Exams - w/c 2nd March
• Final progress report published at the end of term 4
• Easter Revision Conference - for invited pupils
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Exam preparation support for our pupils

Term 5
• May/June - GCSE Exams begin
• PSHE lessons on coping with exam anxiety
• Normal timetable collapsed

○ Compulsory revision sessions before each exam
○ Pre-exam briefings immediately before each exam
○ All pupils to attend school full time as usual

Term 6
• Revision sessions and pre-exam briefings continue
• Pupils must attend if they have an exam or revision session. 

Otherwise can revise at home. 
• Leavers celebration and BBQ (Date TBC) 
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Progress Reports 

Published in December and March and will contain:

● Target grade
● Likely to Achieve (LtA) grade
● Mock Exam grade 
● Attitude to Learning
● Behaviour
● Optional subject teacher comments - where there is a 

concern. 
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Exam Board and revision information
Lots more information on our website
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Mock Exam Timetable
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Curriculum 
booklets and Exam 
Board information

Link to the handout

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZHFbJEDzc-RpM1QM-3rQyUHPuQNewr7hCWsLCF2trDM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZHFbJEDzc-RpM1QM-3rQyUHPuQNewr7hCWsLCF2trDM/edit?usp=sharing
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Revision 
information
Further information 
about Exam board and 
links to the syllabus are 
found at the end of each 
subject curriculum
booklet
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Subject curriculum booklets  and other information

Final Examination 
structure and 
suggested revision 
resources
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Results day

Thursday 20th August

Students will receive results in person in the morning. 
Results can be emailed if requested. More details to follow. 

If you have any questions about exam entries, please contact 
our exams officer using exams@beechencliff.org.uk
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Revision Skills

Ms R Bala
Associate Assistant Headteacher 
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Revision Skills and Support
Revision Skills Workshops 
We covered:
● The time scale
● What has worked well for them in the past
● Sixth formers’ top tips
● Ebbinghaus’ ‘forgetting curve’ - revision starts now! 
● Revision techniques
● Useful resources: revision timetables, Personalised 

Learning Checklists, 
● Looking after themselves during their exams
● ‘I Commit To’ statements in booklets
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Please ask to see this and discuss your child’s commitment to 
their revision with them at home.



Revision Timetables 



Aspiration  • Compassion • Independence •  Respect

Revision Timetables

- We recommend 10 hours of revision a week in 
the lead up to mock exams. This includes 
homework set by teachers

- Break this down into ½ an hour/ 1 hour stints 
on different subjects

- Block out times they know they won’t be able to 
revise, but make sure they’re making up time 
elsewhere

- Balance is key- add rewards/ things to look 
forward to onto the revision timetable 
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Revision Skills and Support

- Provide a study space
- Provide the materials they need – folders, 

stationery, equipment etc.
- Help choose one good revision guide for each 

subject (using curriculum booklets)
- Help your child to plan their revision timetable
- Help them to plan their week - routines
- Help them to achieve balance
- Quiz them on content and ask them to explain what 

they have just read over/ written out revision cards 
for
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Revision Skills and Support

1. REVISION TIMETABLE
2. REVISION OF 

CONTENT
      (USE SPEC.)
3.  USING EXAM PAPERS

     EXAM PAPER

      MARK SCHEME  

             EXAMINER REPORT

          EXAM PAPER

PARENTAL HELP
REVISION GUIDE 
TEACHER 
GUIDANCE

FURTHER 
REVISION (ADJUST 
TIMETABLE)
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Revision Skills and Support

Key take homes:
- They do need to knuckle down for the next four 

weeks
- They should go beyond just revising content - 

apply it
- Vary revision
- Routine is key
- Balance is important
- They only have 7-8 months left!



Year 11 Careers and 
Destinations

Miss K Mather
Head of Sixth Form & 

SLT Lead for 
Careers
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We are 
here to 
help!
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Very safe hands - The Gatsby Benchmarks
Bench
mark

Explanation
2024/2025

1 A stable careers programme
100%

2 Learning from career and labour market information
100%

3 Addressing the needs of each pupil
100%

4 Linking curriculum learning to careers
100%

5 Encounters with employers and employees
100%

6 Experiences of workplaces
100%

7 Encounters with further and higher education
100%

8 Personal guidance
100%
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Year 11 Careers Activities

PSHE & TUTOR 
PROGRAMME

Self development

Careers exploration

Skills and tips

CAREERS 
APPOINTMENTS 

(ONGOING)

1:1 appointments 
with Mrs Pascoe to 
establish interests 
and opportunities

EMPLOYABILITY 
DAY

Thursday 27th Nov 

Reflect on work 
experience skills

Practice interviews

Identify transferable 
skills for future success

Build confidence and 
self-awareness for 
post-16 pathways

APPLICATION 
DEADLINES

December for most 
organisations 

CAREERS & 
NATIONAL 

APPRENTICESHIP 

WEEK 

Visits, speakers and 
a variety of 

activities 
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Post-16 Applications

Check the key dates information 
compiled by the Careers Department 
to attend lots of Open Events

Read the prospectus for different 
providers

Check the deadlines for applying

Apply to ALL you are considering - 
decide later. 
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‘Level 3 ‘ Courses Explained

A Levels and BTECs

Subject-based 
qualifications

A Levels are exam based, 
BTECs are coursework 

based

Delivered over 2 years in 
Sixth Forms or Colleges

100% classroom-based

T Levels (Technical)

Classroom-based course 
with industry placement

Delivered over 2 years by 
an FE provider (colleges 

usually)

80% college, 20% 
on-the-job

    Apprenticeships

Minimum 12 months.

Intermediate: Level 2
Advanced: Level 3

Work-based training, 
preparation for entry into 

skilled work

80% on-the-job, 20% 
college
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Helpful Resources

• BBC Bitesize Careers A-Z
• www.prospects.ac.uk
• www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk
• www.ucas.com
• www.icould.com 

Remember to attend as many Open Events as possible 
to gather information on Post-16 options 
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Who can help?

○ Parents/Carers
○ Subject Teachers
○ Year 11 Tutor
○ Mr Firth - Head of Year 11
○ Miss Mather - Head of Sixth Form
○ Mrs Pascoe - Head of Careers
○ Sixth Form Team
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Beechen Cliff Sixth Form Applications

The key dates for an application to the Sixth Form at Beechen Cliff are:
 
Saturday 18th October 2025 – BCS Sixth Form 
Open Morning and Applications open

Friday 12th December 2025 - Deadline to apply

March (during school day) - Interview

End of June - Induction. 

August - On GCSE results day you will find out
 if you have been accepted into the Sixth Form 
(based on grade requirements)
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Attendance and Pastoral Support

Mr A. Firth
Head of Year 11



Attendance
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• Punctuality - Start 

at 8:25am

• What IS good 

attendance?





Attendance at Year 11
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• Time will go fast this year! 

(100 days of school until Easter…)

• Curriculum time pressures

• N.E.A and other assessments

• Knowing that you are on track and making progress

• Pressure and potential anxiety issues

• Feeling a part of the school community



Pastoral Support
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Year 11 is an exciting yet challenging year and we appreciate 
that at times your child will need support from our pastoral 

team and services. 



Sources of support
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● Tutor / Head of Year / Wider pastoral and safeguarding team

● PSHE lessons on mental health and dealing with stress

● Solution Focused Counsellor, Mentoring plus, School Nurse, 

Luxe Mentoring

● External counselling services (eg. Off the Record)

● GP / CAMHS

● Safeguarding & Social Care
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Year 11 GCSE Revision Information Evening

Thank you for your time and support. 

This presentation will be on the school website tomorrow.

Contact - headteacher@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk 

Follow us on X - @BeechenCliff
Follow us on instagram - @beechencliffbath

Get involved with the PTA! - info@beechenpta.org

mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.org.uk

