
A-Level Geography
Beechen Cliff



"All leaders are constrained by 
Geography. Their choices are limited by 
mountains, rivers, seas and concrete. 

Yes, to follow world events you need to 
understand people, ideas and 
movements...but if you don't know 
Geography, you'll never have the full 
picture."



"Geography is a subject for our times. It is inherently multidisciplinary in a 
world that increasingly values people who have the skills needed to work 

across the physical and social sciences."

"Studying geography is not just intrinsically interesting and valuable. It 
also encourages ways of seeing and thinking that make geographers 

eminently employable."

“Geography is highly valued by universities, combining well with both 
arts and science subjects. It can be a facilitating subject - that is a subject 

most likely to be required or preferred for entry to degree courses. 
Geography opens doors to other degrees such as business and 

administrative studies, law, engineering and technology, and the other 
social physical sciences.”

Why study A-Level Geography





Where do all the Geographers go?

● Market Research
● Banking
● Exporting

● Television
● Museums
● Publishing

● Social Worker
● Law
● Hydrology & Water Services
● Meteorology

● Conservation
● Urban/Rural Planning
● Architecture
● Forestry 

Environmental Management

● Civil service
● Sports Management
● Personnel Management 

●Management & Admin

Edu, Professional,  Social & 
Scientific Services

Information Services 

Business & Finance 







Geography is FAB.

But why study at 
Beechen Cliff?



Edexcel Course: 2 Year Geography
Year 12 Units:

Unit 1: Dynamic Landscapes

● Tectonic Processes & Hazards
● Coastal Landscapes & Change

Unit 2: Dynamic Places

● Globalisation
● Regenerating Places 

Fieldwork 

● 4 days of fieldwork (compulsory!)

Year 13 Units:

Unit 3: Physical Systems & Sustainability

● The Water Cycle & Water Insecurity
● The Carbon Cycle & Energy Security 

Unit 4: Human Systems & Geopolitics

● Superpowers
● Global Development & Connections

Exams

Paper 1: Physical Geography, 2hr 15mins. 30%

Paper 2: Human Geography, 2hr 15mins. 30% 

Paper 3: Synoptic Paper, 2hr 15mins. 20% 
Coursework: Independent Investigation = 20%

Started in March of Yr.12



Paper 1: What does it look like?



And in the real world…?



Paper 2: What does it look like?



And in the real world…?



Coursework: Independent Investigation 

● 4,000-10,000 words

● 20%

● Any topic that links to the 

specification

● Begins in March of Year 12

● Hand in January of Year 13 



Geography at Beechen Cliff…

- Proven track record and results.

- Dedicated & Professional team.

- Bank up-to-date lessons, examples and case studies

- Exam preparation built over the two years so you are exam ready. 

30% regularly receiving A*/A

95% regularly receiving A*-C

10% above national average



The Geography Team 

Two Physical Geography 
specialists.
D. Brewer, 
R. Sampson 

Two Human Geography 
specialists.

 A. Firth, 
C. Cook  

You will get two teachers, who will teach the 
two sides of the A-Level course. 



Super - Curricular Opportunities 

● Lectures at Bristol and Bath University in partnership with 

the Geographic Association 

● Wider reading through Massolit lecture subscription

● Subject Ambassador Roles

● Trips!



Fieldtrip
- Colehayes Park
- A 3 day residential
- Launch site for 

coursework
- Get to see learnt theory 

in a real world setting
- Access to resources and 

experts to start 
coursework

- Pure Geography 
goodness



Fieldtrip
- Colehayes Park
- Day 1: Elberry Cove
- For all coastal 

geography needs



Fieldtrip
- Colehayes Park
- Day 2: Plymouth
- One of Britain's 

coastal 
cities…Plymouth 
where human 
geography is 
experienced!



Fieldtrip
- Colehayes Park
- Day 3: Dawlish 

Warren
- Can’t get enough of 

the coast?



Fieldtrip
- The beauty that is the 

South Wales 
coastline…Three Cliffs 
Bay



The Biggie…
6 days of pure 
Geography in Iceland!

Running in February of 
Yr.13



Want to find the answers to these questions? 

Why is this man's water on fire?



Want to find the answers to these questions? 

Why will you find it hard to 
swim on Sweden's 'High 
Coast'?



Want to find the answers to these questions? 

What's this got to do with 
Geopolitics?



Want to find the answers to these questions? 

Why might these people 
go 'speed dating' on behalf 
of their son/daughters?



And one final reason to do A-Level Geography…



A Level geography offers a selection of new, interesting topics not covered at GCSE level, and 
allows you to go into greater depth in some key elements previously studied. It covers both the 
physical and human environments and the complex interaction of processes that shape our 
world. It will also, importantly, show the applied side of the subject - how human intervention 
affects the environment and how people adapt and mitigate the effects of processes on their 
environment.

There is plenty of room for discussion and extended research, which will help you become an 
independent thinker and learner. By the time you get to your exams, you will be able to show 
your understanding of a range of opinions and be able to illustrate your answers with case 
studies from local, national and international examples.

You will learn in a wide variety of ways, using maps, GIS skills, data analysis, photos, videos, and 
podcasts, as well as attending lectures and study days. You will be encouraged to frame your 
own questions using higher level thinking skills and show your grasp of complex issues through 
report and essay writing. Fieldwork will be an essential part of your A Level course.



Geography is a broad based subject which provides lots of opportunities for 
future progression. For example, geography is an obvious choice for careers in 
sustainability and green issues, urban regeneration, energy supply, retail 
location, managing the effects of hazards and climate change.

For careers in the world of business, an understanding of global economics 
forms an important part of geography. If you are thinking of a career in law, 
human rights, international relations or welfare, then geography gives you the 
opportunity to consider relevant issues such as: How do we measure 
development? What are the consequences of migration on societies? 

If you are working towards a future course in medicine or veterinary medicine 
then geography is a good choice to give your A Level options the breadth that 
universities seek, as you will gain a clear understanding of how the environment 
affects health and survival of people, animals and ecosystems as well as 
enhancing your skills of writing essays and extended reports.



Geography is great for any kind of career that involves the 
environment, planning, or collecting and interpreting data. 
Popular careers for people with geography qualifications include: 
town or transport planning, surveying, conservation, sustainability, 
waste and water management, environmental planning, tourism, 
and weather forecasting.

The army, police, government, research organisations, law and 
business world also love the practical research skills that 
geographers develop.

Because geographers learn about human and population 
development, geography can be useful for jobs in charity and 
international relations too.



Our Results
A-Level A*/A B C Entries 

2019 29% 36% 25% 49

2022 33% 43% 18% 46

2023 33% 30% 33% 67

2024 29% 59% 92% 49

2025 54


