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A Level Music 

Unit 1: Performing Music (30%)

● A public performance of one or more 
pieces, performed as a recital.
● Performance can be playing or singing 
solo, in an ensemble, improvising, or 
realising
music using music technology.
● The total performance time across all 
pieces must be a minimum of 8 minutes.
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A Level Music 

Unit 2: Composition (30%)

● Total of two compositions, one to a brief  and 
one either free composition or also to a brief. 
This will include composition technique 
exercises as well as full length compositions.
● Each composition must be at least 4 minutes 
in duration.
● Each Composition technique exercise must be 
at least 1 minute in length.
● Total time across both submissions must be a 
minimum of six minutes.
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A Level Music 

Unit 3: Appraising (40%)

● Listening to music and understanding how 
it works through studying set pieces.
● Knowledge and understanding of musical 
elements, contexts and language.
●Application of knowledge through the 
context of six areas of study, each with two 
set works.
●A 2 hour exam comprising: listening work 
and essay writing.
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A Level Music – Summary

Unit 1:  Performing (30%)
Minimum of 8 minutes performing time.

Unit 2: Composing (30%)
2 composition tasks from a choice of given briefs and free 
composition.
Minimum time of 6 minutes.

Unit 3: Appraising (40%)
2 Hour exam comprising of listening skills and Essay writing on set 
works.
(Each topic will have 2 set works)
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Your turn!

1. What is a symphony?
2. Can you list the instruments?
3. How would you describe the texture in the first two bars?
4. What are the pitches of the viola notes in bar 5?
5. What is the chord played by the strings on the first beat of bar 

4?
6. Can you find one difference between bars 1-4 and 5-8?
7. Describe what the violins are doing in the first two bars of 

page 2
8. In which era would you expect this piece to have been 

written?
9. Name the smallest note value on the given pages



Physics Department
BEECHEN CLIFF

SCHOOL

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
   Concert Band
   Swing band
   Choir
   Sixth Form Chamber Choir
   Guitar Ensemble
   Folk Group
   String Group
   Percussion Ensemble



Physics Department
BEECHEN CLIFF

SCHOOL

KEY EVENTS FOR THE DEPARTMENT

  Piano Concert - October
  Carol Service  - December
  Main School Concert - March
  Bands Nights - 3x throughout the year
  Bath Theatre School - Productions

   


