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So we beat on, boats against the 
current, borne back ceaselessly 
into the past.
- F. Scott Fitzgerald The Great 
Gatsby

When I’m old… when I’ve forgotten 
my own face, the shape of my hands, 
or what those hands did. I will 
remember your face . Your hands. 
And that’s enough for me. That’s 
enough.
–Jez Butterworth The Ferryman

What a piece of work is a man! How noble in 
reason! how infinite in faculty
-William Shakespeare  Hamlet
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A scientist would say:

• It’s a facilitating subject
• It’s highly thought of by all universities
• It is the ideal partner of other subjects for Arts routes, 

Science routes, Engineering, Law, Politics, etc
• It ensures that you have all paths left open to you for 

University
• It provides you with a good background in research 

skills and independent study
• It ensures your ability to think analytically and 

structure an argument 

Why study Literature?

But…



Books are sometimes windows, offering views of 

the world that may be real or imagined, familiar 

or strange. 

These windows are also sliding glass doors, and 

readers have only to walk through in imagination 

to become part of whatever world has been 

created or recreated by the author. 

When lighting conditions are just right, however, 

a window can also be a mirror. 

Literature transforms human experience and 

reflects it back to us, and in that reflection we can 

see our own lives and experiences as part of the 

larger human experience. 

Rudine Sims Bishop
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Drama and Poetry
Hamlet, Chaucer and Ibsen

2.5 hours
(60 marks)

40% of total 
A Level

American Literature
The Great Gatsby and The 

Grapes of Wrath
+ unseen component

2.5 hours
(60 marks)

40% of total 
A Level

Literature post-1900
Yeats’ poetry, The 

Ferryman and Dubliners
Coursework

(40 marks) 20% of total 
A Level

How are you assessed?



Headline 2024 2025 National

Entries
15

15

%A*/A 26 35 24.6

%A*-B 80 85 31

%A*-C
100 92 

(1student)
81.7

Results 
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� Year 12:
⚫ Term 1

� The Merchant’s Tale and 
Prologue

� The Great Gatsby

⚫ Term 2

� The Grapes of Wrath 

� Unseen American

� Hamlet

⚫ Term 3

� Hamlet

� Coursework: Yeats’ poetry

� Coursework: Dubliners

●Year 13:
Term 1

 Coursework: Dubliners and The 
Ferryman

 Coursework: Yeats

 A Doll’s House

 Unseen American

Term 2

 Revision- all texts

Term 3

 Revision- all texts

 Exams

Coursework is 20%



Physics DepartmentBEECHEN CLIFF

● The Merchant’s Tale and Prologue is the rather lewd 
story of an old man who marries a young woman out 
of lust and is cuckolded.

● January, a 60-year-old knight, convinces himself that 
the path to happiness must be through marriage.

● Despite the warnings of other men who warn him that 
a wife will prove his ‘purgatorie’, he chooses to wed 
the aptly named May, whose youthful beauty is 
exchanged for the old knight’s status and wealth. 

● January creates a garden where they may perform 
acts not appropriate in the bedroom and finds himself 
struck blind- perhaps as punishment for his immoral 
thoughts!

● Damyan and May plot to use January’s blindness as a 
means of acting out their lust for one another. 

● The Gods, Pluto and Proserpina intervene- grant May 
(and all women after her) the ability to talk her way 
out of trouble and Pluto gives January his sight back. 
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A Doll’s House

Ibsen’s play is a consideration of the institution of marriage. 
Unlike The Merchant’s Tale, this is the story of a wife who is 
fiercely dedicated to supporting her husband  and ensuring 
that she allows him to keep his dignity intact by keeping this a 
secret. 
The secret haunts her and this play reveals the strength in 
women but also the great barriers that can exist even within 
what we make think of as our closest relationships.
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Widely recognised as the epitome of the ‘ Great 
American Novel’, Fitzgerald’s examination of the 
decadence of the Jazz Era following the Economic 
Boom in 1920’s America is a masterpiece of 
modernism and lyricism. 

Combining romantic imagery and a modernist 
narrative perspective, Fitzgerald’s novel examines the 
rise and fall of American idealism to become a 
cautionary tale examining the death of the American 
Dream.

Fitzgerald’s characters are brilliantly enigmatic and 
yet painted so vividly you can’t help but convince 
yourself you’ve understood them. 
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Following on from Fitzgerald’s examination of Jazz Era ‘Boom’ time 
America, Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath considers the harrowing 
social effects of the economic crash in 1929. 

In contrast to Fitzgerald’s modernism and romanticism, Steinbeck’s 
text is a realistic depiction of the lives of the tenant farmers forced out 
of their homes  and into the difficult life of  migrant work. 

Steinbeck wrote: "I want to put a tag of shame on the greedy bastards 
who are responsible for this [the Great Depression and its effects]." He 
famously said, "I've done my damnedest to rip a reader's nerves to 
rags." 

Steinbeck’s description is incredibly beautiful and will stick with you for 
the rest of your lives. 
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Hamlet is an examination of the human condition – asking 
questions about what it means to be a human being and how we 
find a place in the world- as well as a consideration of the power 
of the human mind.

Mourning the loss of his father and the speedy remarriage of his 
mother to his uncle, Hamlet finds himself disgusted by the 
immorality of the world around him and 

Thousands, if not millions, of critics have sought to define his 
character and yet he refuses to be pinned down. In one scene a 
tragic hero, another a scorned lover, another a self-lacerating 
melancholic boy, and another a witty clown, Hamlet’s character 
has taken on a life beyond the play itself. 

An odd sort of bildungsroman, we see Hamlet transform from a 
sympathetic, although rather introspective, boy to a malicious, 
revenge hero, losing almost all aspects  of his character that 
made him so endearing.
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Joyce’s modernist collection of short stories 
examines the psyche of the Irish people 
following hundreds of years of colonisation, 
the decimating effects on population of The 
Famine and the choke hold of the Catholic 
Church that dictated every aspect of Irish 
life. 
Joyce’s aim of allowing the Irish people to 
have ‘one good look at themselves in [his] 
nicely polished looking-glass’ is very much 
achieved and even caused him to reflect on 
the more positive aspects of Irish life- adding 
a more hopeful depiction of Irish life in his 
final short story in the collection -The Dead.

BEECHEN CLIFF
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Like Joyce, Yeats lived in a tumultuous era in Irish History but 
unlike Joyce, he sought to define the Irish identity by looking to 
the past. 
His early compilation of folklore sought to teach a literary history 
that had been suppressed by British rule, and his early poems 
were odes to the beauty and mystery of the Irish countryside. This 
work frequently integrated references to myths and mythic figures, 
including Oisin and Cú Chulainn. 

Yeats believed that art and politics were intrinsically linked and 
used his writing to express his attitudes toward Irish politics, as 
well as to educate his readers about Irish cultural history. 
Yeats believed that art could serve a political function: poems 
could both critique and comment on political events, as well as 
educate and inform a population.
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Jez Butterworth’s The Ferryman is an exciting play that considers the 
effects of The Troubles in Northern Ireland on a family living in Co. 
Armagh in 1981. In equal parts joyful and harrowing, The Ferryman will 
make you love everyone of the Carney clan and will likely make you want 
to throw your text at the wall when you’ve finished reading it. 

Reading it as a class is the most joyful experience as you see Jez’s mastery 
of Northern Irish dialect when each student takes on their character with 
ease. 

In the words of one of last year’s year 13’s ‘It’s bangin’.’
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Gatsby – Realism, Romanticism, Naturalism, 
Modernism
Grapes of Wrath- Naturalism
A Doll’s House-Realism
The Ferryman-Realism and Naturalism
Dubliners-Realism
Yeats-Romanticism and Modernism

Universal themes 
Love, marriage, ambition, existentialism, family 
relationships, war, conflict, hope, warmth, the 
importance of relationships and knowing yourself

How do they all fit together?

Style and universal themes 
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Beyond the classroom support:

Revision booklets 
Vocabulary lists
Reading booklets of literary 
criticism  
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Beyond the classroom

• Students have completed research projects on an additional text from American 
Literature 1880-1940 and held a symposium in which they taught one another about 
their texts to provide a wider overview of American Literature as a whole for unseen 
literature. 

• We run after school masterclasses focused on key skills and texts in the run up to 
mocks and exams run by a rotation of members from the faculty.  

• Members of the faculty give lectures on other key texts and genres e.g. the modernist 
novel in America, Senecan revenge tragedy to widen students understanding of texts 
both in and beyond the curriculum.

• Hamlet viewing Wednesdays- a key scene is discussed at the start of the session and 
then students watch a section of a performance of approx. 30 minutes including this 
scene and discuss the staging of it in comparison with other productions as well as the 
dramatic effects of the performance itself. 
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Beyond the classroom

• Previous trips to lectures in Cambridge and Birmingham 
• Stratford Upon Avon for lectures on Hamlet
• American Museum lecture on American Literature and context
• Theatre trips 



Entry Requirements and support

At least 6 in English Language and English 
Literature at GCSE

Love of reading

Queries : sohiggins@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

BEECHEN CLIFF


