
HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH THIS LEGAL SCENARIO?

Darcie breaks into Emma’s house intending to steal her new gas 
boiler. She tries unsuccessfully to remove it from the wall but in the 
process she damages the main gas supply pipe. This causes a 
gas leak in the house. When Emma returns home she can smell the 
leaking gas. Worried, Emma goes into the living room and calls the 
fire brigade on her mobile phone. While she is on the telephone, she 
nervously lights up a cigarette. This ignites the gas which causes 
an immediate explosion, killing Emma instantly.

Advise whether Darcie is criminally liable for 
manslaughter.



LAW A LEVEL: CONTENT OVERVIEW
Paper One: Legal System and Criminal Law

 

Paper Three: Legal Concepts and Human Rights Law

 

Paper Two: Law Making and Tort Law

 

Criminal and civil courts, 
legal profession, juries, 
sentencing, mediation, 

legal aid

Non-fatal offences
Fatal Offences

Property Offences
Defences

Parliament, delegated 
legislation, judicial 

precedent, statutory 
interpretation, EU law

Negligence
Occupiers Liability
Torts against Land
Vicarious Liability

Theories of morality, 
justice, social control 

mechanisms and 
balancing interests

Protection of ECHR rights 
e.g. fair trial, protest, 

freedom of expression, 
privacy and liberty



How are students assessed?

Scenario-
based 
essays 

Evaluation 
essay

Two knowledge based essays (8 and 12 marks) then…



WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE IN PRACTICE?
Darcie breaks into Emma’s house intending to steal 
her new gas boiler. She tries unsuccessfully to 
remove it from the wall but in the process she 
damages the main gas supply pipe. This causes a 
gas leak in the house. When Emma returns home she 
can smell the leaking gas. Worried, Emma goes into 
the living room and calls the fire brigade on her 
mobile phone. While she is on the telephone, she 
nervously lights up a cigarette. This ignites the gas 
which causes an immediate explosion, killing 
Emma instantly.

Advise whether Darcie is criminally liable for 
manslaughter.

You’d need knowledge of the 
law on manslaughter in order 
to ‘solve’ the scenario…

● Unlawful act?
● Dangerous?
● Factually and legally 

causes a death?
● Nothing intervenes to 

break the chain of 
causation?

● Intends the unlawful 
act?



What does this look like in practice?



cases

statute

Planning a 
legal 
argument



WHAT AM I LOOKING FOR FROM AN 
IDEAL LAW STUDENT?

Hardworking and motivated to 
consolidate work independently

Strong memory - there are around 
600 case names to memorise!

Formal entry requirements: 
Grade 6 in English Lit or Lang

Logical approach to solving problems 
and scenarios

Good at writing extended essays

Curious and eager to learn by 
questioning everything.





FAQs
● How big are the Law classes?
● Is there any coursework?
● Do people generally do well?
● What are common post-18 

destinations for Law students?
● Do I need a Law A Level to get 

on to a law degree or pursue a 
legal career?

● Isn’t Law seen as an ‘easy’ 
subject by universities?

ANY OTHER QUESTIONS?



Thank you for 
listening, and 
good luck with 
your GCSEs!


