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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It has been an incredible week of sporting success. 
 

Following the victory over Loughborough last week the ACE Rugby Team were presented with the league trophy.   
We were delighted to have representatives from the RFU, representatives from Bath Rugby including Head Coach 
Johann van Graan and both former and current staff involved with the rugby programme join the entire rugby    
squad for the presentations. It was a memorable occasion for all involved and great to see the trophy lifted at home  
at Beechen Cliff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Also this week we have seen the 1st Tennis Team      
progress to the knockout stages of the national winter        
tennis competition with victory over Monkton Combe.  

We have also seen great achievements in football with 
the U15s through to the next round of the Somerset 
Cup with a 13-12 penalty shoot out victory over       
Chilton Trinity, the U13s through to the last 32 of     
the National Cup with a 9-0 victory over Kingdown  
and the 1st XI through to the last 8 of the National 
Cup with a 3-1 victory over Marling. Congratulations  
to all involved. 

Message from the Headteacher 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news it has been fantastic to see our Year 8 pupils train up Year 7s as new anti-bullying ambassadors this 
week as part of our anti-bullying programme. This very much fits alongside our school Core Values of compassion 
and respect and it will be great to have the pupilsô input and ideas as we continue to take a collective stand against 
bullying of any kind. Mrs Wilmot has provided more information and some pictures of our ambassadors later in           
the newsletter. 
 

Today Year 12 pupils who completed their GCSEs at Beechen Cliff 
were presented with their certificates. It was great to celebrate their 
successes from last summer and to reflect on their positive start to 
Year 12. Additional awards for GCSE progress and attainment were 
also made to Tom, Harry, Henry and Sam. Congratulations!  

Students who have moved on from Beechen Cliff are able to collect 
their certificates from reception.  
 

Today Year 11 prefects have also begun their annual project with 

peers from Hayesfield where they work together on a student           

agreed personal development theme and then create assemblies  

that will be presented to Year 8 and Year 9 in both schools.                

Previous projects have focussed on stereotypes, sexual harassment and peer pressure and we look forward to             

hearing what the focus will be this year. 

 

We have also had amazing success in the UKMT Maths Challenge invitation only Senior Kangaroo event. Four   
students took part achieving two Gold, one Silver and one Bronze awards. Mr Henly has given more details later    
in the newsletter. 
 

This week we have also had our boarding house Christmas party, ice skating trips and rehearsals for our Carol            

Service at Bath Abbey which we hope you will be able to join us at on 17th December at 7pm. 

 

Wishing you an enjoyable weekend ahead. 

 

 

 

T. D. Markall 

Headteacher 

 



Key Notices 
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All absences from School including late arrivals and 
medical appointments are to be reported to School 
promptly. Please take note of the following correct 
direct contact details.  
 

Lower School Pupils  

To report a Lower School absence please call the 
School direct on 01225 485222  OR email the lower 
school  attendance at   

attendance @beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk.  

Sixth Form Students  

For a Sixth Form student absence please call the 
School direct on 01225 485221 OR you can email 
Sixth Form attendance at:                                                   
sixthattendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk  

PLANNED ABSENCES 
For planned absences please contact the attendance  
office attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk  for a 
copy  of the óabsence request form' which can also be 
found on the school website:                                 
MNSP Absence Request Form.  

(W) = Contains Wheat Products 
(D) = Contains Dairy Products  
(G) = Gluten Free Option  

Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Wednesday 17th December 
Christmas Jumper Day 
Santa Run (Years 7-9) 
Christmas Lunch 
Carol Service @ Bath Abbey  7- 8.30pm 
 

Friday 19th December 
End of Term 2- school finishes at 3.15 
 

Monday 5th January 
INSET Day 
 

Tuesday 6th January 
Start of Term 3 
 

Menu for wc Monday 15th  December 
 
Monday: Chicken Korma, Tomato and Olive Pasta (W) 
Tuesday: Beef Casserole, Pepper and Mozzarella Pitta (W,D) 
Wednesday: Christmas Dinner with all the Trimmings 
Roasted Vegetable and Smoked Cheddar Tart (W,D) Vegan Option 
Thursday: TBC 
Friday: TBC 
 
Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to avoid           
disappointment.  
 
Mr D Keal 

Head Chef 

"ÜÙÙÌÕÛɯ5ÈÊÈÕÊÐÌÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

2ÊÏÖÖÓɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ3ÙÜÚÛ 
 

Please follow the link below to view and     
access all current vacancies from across the 
MNSP Trust  
 
https://
www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/
vacancies.htm 

mailto:attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
mailto:sixthattendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/REQUEST-ABSENCE-FROM-SCHOOL-DURING-TERM-TIME.docx.pdf
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm


 

Next week! Christmas Charity Week at Beechen Cliff 

 

A quick reminder of what is happening next week -  there will be many end of term activities        
arranged, but our main focus in school will be centred on Wednesday 17th December. We will be 
having our traditional Christmas jumper day where we ask for a donation of £2 on Arbor in                    
exchange for the opportunity to wear one of the increasingly large array of Christmas jumpers now 
available! We will also be hosting our ever popular Santa Run during periods 1-3 for Years 7-9 - 
please use this link with details of how to pay in sponsorship: 

 

https://www.goodhub.com/go/bcptasantadash25 

 

 Pupils will register in their normal lessons and will then go out and complete 3 laps of Alexandra 
Park. Santa hats are actively encouraged! This will also be our Christmas Lunch day, so please make 
sure there is enough credit on your Arbor account. 

 

Mr C Hall 

Assistant Headteacher, Attendance and Designated Safeguarding Lead 

 

 

https://www.goodhub.com/go/bcptasantadash25


 

Beechen Cliff Christmas Auction and Raffle 2025 

 
We have some fantastic prizes/Christmas presents to be won in our two Christmas fundraising events, 
Beechen Cliffôs Christmas Auction and Christmas Raffle.  
 
Please use the two links below to view letters sent home via Arbor with more details.  
 
Christmas Raffle letter  
Christmas Auction Letter 
 
Money raised will go towards additional resources in the School Library and extra curricular provision.  
 

Auction 
Christmas Auction - 8 tickets to Bath Gloucester Sat 28 February 2026   
 

Lot 1: 4 Adult tickets in D block in the Dyson Stand 
Lot 2: 4 Adult tickets in C block in the Thatchers Stand 
 
Please email Mr Greenhough on cgreenhough@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk with your highest bid stating    
Lot 1 or 2 by 0900 on Monday 15th December.   

 
Christmas Raffle 
The Raffle is being drawn on Thursday 18th December.  

Tickets are £2 each in the Arbor shop. There are 8 wonderful prizes. Money raised will go towards our           
extra curricular provision  
 
Thank you for your continued support of our school. 
 
Mr C Greenhough 
Fundraising Lead 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yb6jNzXcipam5Yp3wi0BziHP2ulOvBvUPlBnW6881as/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xazQFCEPuQl6xn5bwDG7U7GU1Cp72OuG79rdA7xZ7nQ/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:cgreenhough@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


 

FOOD AND HOSPITALITY 
Recently our Year 11 Hospitality and Catering students have been 
refining their side dishes. Last week they made Naan bread and 
Rainbow Samosas. The classroom smelt delicious after each           
double lesson with both groups. 
 
 
Mrs K Gallagher 
Food Lead  

 
Carol Service - Wednesday 17th December 2025    
 

Our annual Carol Service will take place in Bath Abbey on                   
Wednesday 17th  December at 7pm. This is an important event  
in the school calendar and is always well attended by parents and 
pupils. 
 
In previous years, it has been tradition for Year 7 pupils and             
parents to attend this service and we invite all to attend this year    
as well. 
 
In addition, there is an open invitation to all members of the 
school community to join us for what is always a joyous and                
uplifting occasion that provides the opportunity for all students             
to join in a school community celebration of Christmas at the     
start of their festive break. 
 
Please note, no tickets are required for the event. 
 
We hope to see you there!  
 
Mr P E Calvert 
Head of Music 



 

 

The best people to recommend books are your friends! Here are some of the book                          
recommendations from the pupils who have been coming to book club. I think youôll 
agree, there is an impressive range of challenging titles from our Year 7 and Year 8 readers! 

Keep Reading! Mrs Bridge 

Book Club Reviews 

Fantasy 
Recommendations 
from our Students: 
 
Scythe, by Neal Shusterman 
Lord of the Rings, by JRR Tolkien 
Fireborn Trilogy, by Aisling Fowler 
Sophieôs World, by Jostein Gaarder 
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, by 
CS Lewis 
Podkin One-Ear, by Kieran Larwood 
The Notorious Scarlett and Brown, by Jona-
than Stroud 
Percy Jackson Series, by Rick Riordan 
Wings of Fire, by Tui T Sutherland 
 

Come and check out one of our fantasy books 
from the school library! 

Horror  
Recommendations 
from our Students: 
 
Crater Lake, by Jennifer Killick 
Jekyll and Hyde, by RL Stevenson 
The Witches, by Roald Dahl 
Frozen Charlotte, by Alex Bell 
Five Nights at Freddy's Series 
The Raven, by Edgar Allan Poe 
 
Come and check out one of our horror books 
from the school library! 

Messages: 

Please check at home for overdue 
books and return to the library before 

Christmas! 

ÏŲ×ÚȯɤɤÞÞÞȭÎÖÈÓÓÐÕȭÖÙÎȭÜÒɤ 

https://www.goallin.org.uk/
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ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƪƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩ 

ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 

ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΩ 

ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΩ 

ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻΩ 
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YOU ARE               

CAPABLE OF 

CHANGING            

THE WORLD  
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Bath on Ice 

This week pupils in Years 8-11 
have enjoyed the annual ice 
skating trips to Bath on Ice 
along with peers from                     
Hayesfield and St Marks.                   

Some days have been better 
weather than others but they 
have had a lot of fun and 
made the most of the              
opportunity. 

 

Mr K Morris 

Assistant Headteacher 
(Conduct and Character                
Development) 

 

 

Beechen Boarders Christmas Dinner 
 

The boarders recently enjoyed their annual Christmas Dinner and 
Secret Santa celebration at Beechen House. It was a wonderful            
evening where students and boarding staff came together to share 
great food, festive fun, and the excitement of exchanging thoughtful 
gifts. The warm atmosphere and sense of community made the        
occasion especially memorable.  
 
From everyone at Beechen House, we would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 
 
Mrs C Moorhead  
Teacher of Art/Head of Boarding/Head of Shakespeare House 
 



Recent Fixture Results 

Fixture Result 

Thursday                            

4th December 
RUGBY BCS U15A v The Kings of Wessex Academy 

56-0  

Saturday                               

6th December 
RUGBY 

BCS U12A v Collegiate (H) 15-40 

BCS U12B v Collegiate (H) 35-15 

Monday                               
8th December 

FOOTBALL 
BCS U15 v Chilton Trinity (OD) 15-14  

BCS 1st XI v Marling (OD) 3-1  

TENNIS BCS 1st Tennis v Monkton (a) 8-4  

Tuesday                          

9th December 
FOOTBALL BCS U13 v Kingsdown (OD)  9-0 

 

UKMT Senior Maths Challenge 
 
Following on from their success 
in the UKMT Senior Maths 
Challenge in October, four            
students were invited to                   
participate in the UKMT Senior 
Kangaroo, follow on round. 
Tom from the Upper Sixth and 
Sangyoon from Year 11 both 
achieved Gold awards, whilst 
Philip and Dan achieved Silver 
and Bronze. 
 
Congratulations to all those 
who participated. 
 
Mr Henly 
Maths Challenge Coordinator 
 



Details of upcoming sports fixtures, team sheets and meet times are available on the school SOCS              

website -  https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374   

 

SPORTS FIXTURES w/c Monday 15th December (correct at time of publication) 

 

  

Fixture 

Start 
time/

kick off 
Meet 
time Transport 

Finish/                 
Return time 

Monday 15th 
December 

RUGBY BCS U14 a & b v Sir Thomas Richôs School (H) 
15:00       

             

Wednesday 17th 
December 

RUGBY U16a & b v STR (H) 
        

SKI TRIP USA 27 

If you are currently in Years 7 or 8 and interested in our USA Ski Trip          

taking place in February 2027, there is still some availibility .  

 If you require more information, please contact the trip lead,                              

Mr Macdonald,  pmacdonald@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk  

The PTA will be organising a ski and outdoor 
clothing sale at the same time as its next                  
pre-loved uniform sale on Saturday 10                    
January.      
 
If you have any good condition ski and                 
outdoor clothing that is no longer in use in 
your home, please consider  donating it for          
us to sell in advance of the February school 
trips to USA  and Iceland.   
 
Donations can be left at same place as the         
uniform donations (bin behind the main 
door). Thank you in advance! 
 
Jane Gibbons 

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374
mailto:pmacdonald@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


 
Wellbeing 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS POEM FOR PARENTS AND CARERS 

 
Dear Parents and Carers. 
 
This weekôs wellbeing entry is for you! We know how hard it is to juggle all the demands leading up to the 
festive season and this poem reminds us that we can cope in a whole variety of ways. And thatôs absolutely 
fine. 
 
Award Winning Poet, Donna Ashworth, writes é 
 

I think now is the perfect time to discuss the absolute medicine of allowing everyone to seek light however they will... 
The festive season approaches at speed and we each have our own ways of coping. Some embrace the joys head-on at full 
speed and some fear the light it will cast over their pain. 
Some show face by doing what they feel they should and some see it for what is is under the wrapping paper - a season to 
spread love and channel goodwill. 
Whatever sea you are sailing right now you will undoubtedly travel far more peacefully if you find compassion for your 
own feelings as well as those of everyone else. 
Some people find the season so hard that they wrap themselves up tightly in lights, lest the dark overwhelm. 
These souls can often come under fire for flaunting timelines, tradition and rules - but the truth is - they are warriors. 
They are harnessing light where no light exists and creating hope out of tinsel and trinketry. 
How wonderful. Let them. 
Others find the season so hard that they are strongly swathed in survival. 
The instinct to hide from it all is louder than any peer pressure and they fear the overwhelm of other people's frivolity 
and joy rubbing up against their loss. 
They are doing what they need to do to get through to see another year 
It is the simple and bittersweet flipping of the human coin of love and loss, joy and sadness, dark and light. It will flip 
again in time. 
The thing is. December is a lot. 
And life is already a lot. 
So many of us can be pushed to the edge of their limits, like the coins trickling down in an arcade coin machine. 
Simple kindnesses are never wrong. 
Respecting a boundary, lands like love. 
Digging for what lies under outward behaviour and changing your tack to ride with that, is to know true compassion 
And whilst Christmas can be hard, it is also an opportunity hard to remember we are not separate, any of us. 
Life connects us all. 
We can see this season as a chance to remember what this life is all about - love. 
It's about getting one another through. Let's do whatever we need, to get one another through. 
 
 

Warmest wishes from the Wellbeing Team  
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The most recent edition (14) of our Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication is published alongside        
this school newsletter.   
 

If you would like any further support or information please let me know  epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk 
 

Mrs E Pascoe 
Head of Careers 

Careers 

 

Work Experience Mott MacDonald is now open for application! 

 

Are you interested in learning more about the world around you? Do you have an interest in or enjoy 

studying Science, Technology, Engineering or Maths (STEM)? 

 

If the answer is yes, and youôd love to see how STEM subjects are applied to the real world, then our 

Finding Your Future work experience programme could be just the thing for you. There is a vast array 

of STEM careers to consider and there will be more coming in the future and probably not yet identi-

fied, and we will need a diverse range of people to be ready to do them. 

 

Not only will a work experience placement at Mott MacDonald give you an inside look at what itôs 

like working for a global engineering and management consultancy, but youôll also gain first-hand 

knowledge of the diverse range of career possibilities our industry has to offer. 

 

Find the application link here - https://www.mottmac.com/en/careers/early-careers/uk-europe/work-

experience/ 

 

Note the weeks we are running are, 

 

29th June - 3rd of July 

6th July - 10th July 

13th July - 17th July 

20th July - 24th July 

mailto:epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
https://www.mottmac.com/en/careers/early-careers/uk-europe/work-experience/
https://www.mottmac.com/en/careers/early-careers/uk-europe/work-experience/


Applications for the RUH Spring/Summer Experience of the    
Workplace 2026 are now open.  
  
Our programme is open to students in Years 12-13 and consists of a 2-day placement at the hospital. We 
will have a variety of roles available within medical, clinical and non-clinical areas. For example orthopae-
dics & radiology as well as library services and research but we are unable to guarantee individual prefer-
ences. 
  
To apply for the programme, students will need to complete the application form through MS 
Forms  https://forms.office.com/e/zGhZcsCqPe  
  
Applications close midnight 18th January 2026 and we aim to notify all students of the outcome by 
the 20th of March 2026 following shortlisting.  

https://forms.office.com/e/zGhZcsCqPe




 

Sustainable You(th) Challenge 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Does your child have a passion for tackling global challenges, driving climate-positive change, and finding                  
innovative solutions for a more sustainable future? 
Are they excited by topics like sustainability, environmental science, technology, or the agri-food sector? 

If so, they should apply to take part in LEAFôs (Linking Environment And Farming) Sustainable You(th)           
Challenge: Growing a Better Future.  

This Challenge is a unique opportunity for your child to explore their interests, gain valuable skills, and discover 
pathways that could shape their future career and contribution to a sustainable world. 

 
Open to students in the UK aged 15ï17, this challenge offers them the chance to turn their interests into action 

What the Challenge involves: 

¶ A Challenge Day at Harper Adams University*, one of the UKôs top universities for agriculture and 
food studies. Here, they will get a first-hand look at sustainable food production and innovation 
through a day of hands on activities and challenges.  

¶ Engage with Open Farm Sunday, visit a farm or talk with your community discovering how food              
production connects with people.  

¶ 30 finalists will be invited to a residential weekend at Harper Adams University*, where they will                
explore the agri-food sector and discover future career pathways in sustainability, food production, and 
environmental science. 

Applications open on 18th October 2025. To apply students will submit an online form including a response to a 
question about their views on sustainability. Applications close on 4 January 2026.  

* Travel bursaries available to              
support participation. In addition, 
free shuttle buses will run from local 
stations to Harper Adams University 
on event days. 

 
Why should your child get           
involved: 

Gain insights into careers in              
sustainability, food production, 
and environmental science 
Develop teamwork,                              
communication, research, and 
problem-solving skills 
Connect with industry leaders 
and like-minded young people 
Exclusive prizes: opportunities to 
engage further with industry,            
bursaries to attend further                       
education, grade reductions for university places, and more still to be announced! 
Build confidence, discover strengths, and have hands-on fun 

Interested? Share with your child and get them to sign-up to be the first to receive the application form via email. 

For any questions, please contact: education@leaf.eco. 

 

https://leaf.eco/education/competitions/sustainable-youth-challenge
https://leaf.eco/education/competitions/sustainable-youth-challenge
https://leaf.eco/education/competitions/sustainable-youth-challenge
https://forms.office.com/e/2fJCCf54wx
mailto:education@leaf.eco
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Community Links 

Bath Rugby Residential Camps              
Under 12-16 

Bath City Youth 

https://www.universe.com/events/bath-rugby-residential-prior-park-boys-only-tickets-PR5M8G?ref=share-widget-buffer

