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Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,

Furthermore, we have received the exciting news that our Year 10 team in the ACE Cyber
Security competition has made it to the finals at UWE. Many congratulations to them all.

Your paragraph text
This week has seen the Year 9 Parents GCSE Options Information Evening and the Year 11
Parents Evening take place. I hope these have been useful events to provide guidance on
options choices and support for GCSEs but please do contact us if we can be of further
assistance.

Beyond lessons this week we have seen our music students perform in the WEMA Music
Festival, Year 11 Geography visits to Bristol harbourside, winter cricket nets starting up,
Ten Tors training underway and many other clubs, activities and sporting fixtures taking
place.

It was fantastic to have so many fixtures this week (although some were casualties to the
weather) and particular success was seen with the U13 and 1st XI football teams
progressing to the last 16 and quarter finals respectively in the National Cup.

In addition Alex, Charlie, Harry and Rowan took part in the second round of the School
Challenge Cup Quiz this week. They had an exciting, close match against Bishop's Stortford
College.

Finally I have had the privilege of viewing some of our exceptional Design and
Technology students' projects this week. The quality is quite incredible and we are very
proud of their work.  An article with more details is available later in the newsletter.

Mr T. D. Markall
Headteacher



Key Notices Calendar

PLANNED ABSENCES

For planned absences please contact the attendance office
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk for a copy of the
‘absence request form' which can also be found on the school
website: MNSP Absence Request Form. 

REPORTING ALL PUPIL ABSENCES
All absences from School including late arrivals and
medical appointments are to be reported to School
promptly. Please take note of the following correct direct
contact details. 
 
Lower School Pupils 
To report a Lower School absence please call the School
direct on 01225 485222 OR email the lower school
attendance at 
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Sixth Form Students 
For a Sixth Form student absence please call the School
direct on 01225 485221 OR you can email Sixth Form
attendance at: sixthattendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

 

Thursday 22  Januarynd

Year 9 Parents Evening  4.30 - 8pm
(remote)

Wednesday 28  Januaryth

USA Ski Trip - Parents Information
Meeting 5.30-6.30pm

Wednesday 4  Februaryth

Bands Night 5.30 - 9pm

Tuesday 10  Februaryth

Year 10 Parents Evening 4.30-8pm
(remote)

Friday 13  Februaryth

Term 3 ends

Monday 23  Februaryrd

Start of Term 4

Thursday 26  Februaryth

Year 7 Parents Evening  4.30-8pm
(remote)

Monday: Chicken with Mushroom and Peppercorn Gravy, Sweet Potato and Bean Hotpot
Tuesday: Chicken and Ham Pie (W,GF), Cheesy Celeriac Bake (D)
Wednesday: Roast Beef, Smoked Cheddar and Red Onion Quiche (W,D)
Thursday: BBQ Pork Belly, Squash and Coconut Curry
Friday: Fisherman's Pie (D), Veggie Pasta Bolognese (W,GF) 

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to avoid disappointment.

Mr D Keal
Head Chef

MENU - Week Commencing Monday 19  Januaryth

(W) = Contains Wheat Products
(D) = Contains Dairy Products 
(GF) = Gluten Free Option 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/


Our  Lost Property is groaning with lost items of clothing, in particular expensive
winter coats.  Most items are un-named which means that they cannot easily be
returned to their rightful owners.  

If your child has mislaid any items, please can you encourage your child to visit Lost
Property (situated in the nurses room) as a matter of priority  

And a gentle reminder please to name all items of clothing and equipment brought into
School.

Dear Parents and Carers, 

May I say Happy New Year to you all. Now that the first set of progress reports have been
shared for Years 7 - 11, the students have been reflecting on their progress and have
started to complete the first of their Academic Progress reflections in their Planner,
recording their target grade and the grade they are Working Towards for each subject.
They have also had an opportunity to say what they think has gone well as well as the
improvements they would like to see by the next report. 

With this in mind, I thought it would be helpful to remind everyone that we have published
what is covered in each term in each subject in our Curriculum Booklets which can be
accessed using the links below. Please use these to look at the content covered in Terms 3
and 4 to see what the students will be working on. I hope that this will help you to support
them. 

Key Stage 3-4 Subject Curriculum information
Key Stage 5 Subject Curriculum Information

If you have any questions about the curriculum, please do contact me using the email
address headteacher@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Kind regards,

Mr A Seal
Deputy Headteacher - Curriculum and Assessment

Happy New Year and Curriculum information for Terms 3 and 4

LOST  PROPERTY

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/overview/subject-curriculum-information/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/curriculum-overview-key-stage-5/subject-curriculum-information-for-sixth-form-key-stage-5-draft/
mailto:headteacher@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


The Year 9 Students are currently in the process of choosing the subjects they will study
during Years 10 and 11. 

It was a real pleasure to welcome their parents to the Options Information Evening on
Tuesday 13th January, during which we outlined the various pathways available and
provided more detail on the Core Curriculum as well as the subjects which can be selected.
We also heard some advice about what the students should (and should not) base their
decisions on and explained how to submit their choices using the school website. Finally,
we addressed some frequently asked questions. I hope that the evening was helpful and
informative. 

For anyone who was unable to attend, the presentation and Options Booklet contain a
wealth of information and can be accessed via the links below. I have also included a link to
the Options Information page on the school website which has further information. 

Options Information Evening Presentation
Options Booklet 2026
GCSE Options Choices Webpage. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me at
aseal@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Mr A Seal
Deputy Headteacher - Curriculum and Assessment

GCSE Options Evening

https://www.goodhub.com/go/runforbim

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Year-9-Options-Choices-Parents-Information-Evening-January-2026.pptx.pdf
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/GCSE-Options-Booklet-For-Year-10-starting-in-Sept-2026.pdf
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/curriculum-assessment/gcse-option-choices/
mailto:aseal@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
https://www.goodhub.com/go/runforbim


Secretary of State for Education, Bridget Phillipson MP
– alongside school children, campaign ambassadors
and partners - officially launched the National Year of
Reading yesterday, on 13 January at the Emirates
Stadium, the home of Arsenal Football Club, inspiring
the nation to Go All In on their passions through
reading.

Whether it’s football, music, baking, family-time, sci-fi,
or … anything, reading helps you get more out of the
things you love. 

So, if you’re into football, read the match day
programme, catch up on the transfer news or listen to
an audio book about your favourite player. If you love
baking, flick through a recipe book and make a cake! In
short, if you’re into it, read into it.

THE LIBRARY NEWS
A calm, quiet space to read and work

Nadia Shireen, Theo Walcott and Richard Osman
join Bridget Phillipson, MP at the Emirates
Stadium to launch the National Year of Reading 

Messages:
Does anyone have any up-to-date magazines

for the school library?

Keep Reading!      Mrs Bridge



Music - WEMA Primary Music Festival @ Hayesfield 
On Monday 12th January, Hayesfield school hosted the annual West of England Music and Arts
Primary Music Festival. The event involved various ensembles from across the secondary schools
in the city playing to younger pupils in an attempt to inspire them to learn an instrument.

EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES

 A major strength of our school is our phenomenal extra curricular offering that the staff put so
much effort into and the students gain so much from. 

Beechen Cliff’s Extra Curricular Clubs and Activities list for Term 3 and Term 4 is available on the
School website at

 https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Extra-Curricular-for-Terms-
3-4-2026-Terms-3-4.pdf

The majority of activities will commence first week of term, however please check the website
for see where this is not the case.

Three performances took place throughout the day to different primary schools and all were a
success, with the folk group performing two traditional pieces, ‘I’ll Tell Me Ma’ and “Ievan Polkka’.
The finale of each performance combined all the secondary schools to form an orchestra to
perform an arrangement of songs from Wicked. 

The primary school pupils clearly
enjoyed the performances and we
hope this will inspire them to get
involved with music. Well done to
all who were involved and we look
forward to similar events in the
future.

Mr S Thompson
Music Department

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Extra-Curricular-for-Terms-3-4-2026-Terms-3-4-1.pdf
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Extra-Curricular-for-Terms-3-4-2026-Terms-3-4-1.pdf


On Sunday 10th January, 45 Beechen Cliff pupils started training for the Ten Tors
event, on Dartmoor in May. Pupils from year 10 are looking to take on the 35 mile
challenge and pupils from year 12 the 45 and 55 mile challenges respectively. 

This event is renowned for its demanding nature and high levels of resilience,
navigational skill and teamwork are required. 
The Mendips offered a bright day with a cold start. Views across to snow covered
Welsh mountains were had at several points in the day, before the sharp drop into
Cheddar and walk back up again. 

The teams walked for 7-8 hours so had a full day out. The previously mentioned Welsh
mountains are the venue for the next training weekend. The groups will stay at
Tir y cwm in the Bannau Brycheiniog national park. This will be an intensive weekend
of campcraft and navigation techniques. Hopefully the snow will return to add to the
experience.

Mr D Brewer
Ten Tors lead.

TEN TORS

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust
 

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the MNSP Trust 
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm

 

https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm


Over the past 6 months the D&T department has seen significant investment into Computer
Aided Design & Manufacture facilities. This has enabled our students to really advance the
quality of products they are designing and making. This has been seen through all key stages,
however most notably in KS4 & KS5. The department would like to thank the PTA for their
support in reaching our desire to ensure students are exposed to industrial standard systems
and processes.

Below are examples of Y13 NEA outcomes and Y10 Lighting Module outcomes
 

A device to support people with
cerebral palsy. The medical
condition sometimes results in a
limited range of movement and
stiffness within the joints and
muscles. The product was designed
to increase prolonged periods of
localised stretching.
Manufactured by 3D Printing ABS,
Laser Cutting and forming both GRP
and latex cork.

A Level Product Design

A multi changeable desk design for
students with autism and ADHD at
Chew Magna Primary School. The
design allows the user to stand whilst
in use, but also the detachable top
section allows use on a desk.

 

The product has been manufactured using CNC Routing, 3D printing and laser cutting. In
addition, several traditional methods have been adopted in the manufacture.

Design & Technology



A specialised bicycle storage rack to be used at the boarding house at BeechenCliff School.
The design has taken influence from organic themes to fit in its environment. The product
has been manufactured using lamination processes, 3D printing and traditional techniques
such as welding and timber joining methods.

Year 10 Design & Technology
- Task lighting Module

The Year 10 students have designed
and manufactured task lighting for a
specific client of their choice. The
client has supported the design
process as the students have
developed their concepts. The final
outcomes have been manufactured
by laser cutting plywood, 3D printing
and electronics.

Mr P Simmons
Head of Design and Technology



£‌5‌ ‌ ‌£‌5‌ ‌ ‌

 £4 on Arbor £4 on Arbor

E N T R YE N T R Y



Recent Fixture Results

Congratulations on an excellent attacking performance by BCS U17 Rugby team,
winning  52 - 45  against Richard Huish School on Wednesday.

Mr A Hall
PE Dept

RUGBY 



FOOTBALL

On Tuesday, our U13 Football team won 13-1 against Churchdown School, in round 6
of the National Cup. 

674 schools entered this competition and Beechen Cliff are now into the last 16. 

Mr E Hill 
PE Dept

The Beechen Cliff U14B team played against Millfield on Wednesday and the game
resulted in a 6 goal game. Final score 3-3. 

It was a  thrilling contest between the two sides.

Mr L Mann
PE Dept 



Many congratulations to the
1st XI football team, through to
the last 16 of the national cup
with an excellent victory over
Queen Elizabeth, Wimborne, in
harsh wet and windy
conditions.

Mr L Mann
PE Department

Well Done to our U15B and U16B
football teams on their competitive
fixtures against Millfield. Whilst the
results didn’t go our way the boys still
enjoyed the day out and there was
some really good football on show. 

Mr N Quintin
PE Department



SPORTS FIXTURES for w/c 19th January 2026

FIXTURE START /
KICK OFF

MEET  
TIME         TRANS

FINISH/
RETURN

TIME

Mon
19th

HOCKEY

BCS U12a v Kingswood (a) 13:00

BCS U12b v Kingswood (a)

BCS U15a v Kingswood (a) 14:45

FOOTBALL BCS U16 v CV (a) 14:15 12:30 MB

Tues
20th

HOCKEY

BCS U13a v KW (a) 13:00 12:30

BCS U13b v KW (a) 14:45 14:15

BCS U14a v Kingswood (a) 14.45 14.15

FOOTBALL

BCS U14a v QEH (a)

BCS U14b v QEH (a)

BCS U14c v QEH (a)

BCS U15a v QEH (a) 14:15 11:30 Coach-
12:00

BCS U15b v QEH (a) 14:15

BCS U15c v QEH (h)

CRICKET BCS U15 indoor cricket @ Ansford 15:30

Weds
21st

HOCKEY BCS 1st XI v KW (a) 16:30 15:15

FOOTBALL

BCS U13a, v QEH (a) 14:15

BCS U13b v QEH (a) 14:15

BCS U13c v QEH (a) 14:15

BCS U13b tournament @ Somervale 14:00

RUGBY BCS U17a v Bishop Wand (a) 14:30

Thurs
22nd

NETBALL
BCS 1st v Monkton (a) 14:30

BCS 2nd v Monkton (a) 14:30

HOCKEY
BCS 1st XI - Avon Tournament @ Clifton

U16a hockey v KW (a) 14:45

FOOTBALL U15 football v Worle (h) 14:00 13:30

Details of upcoming sports fixtures, team sheets and meet times are available on the school SOCS
website - https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374 
 
Below details were correct at the time of publication, however please check the website for up any
changes/updates 

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374


WELLBEING

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back. We hope the school holidays offered some time to rest, reconnect, and enjoy
moments together as a family. As we begin the new term, we wanted to share a few gentle
reflections that sit alongside the solution focused way we support young people in school.

Research continues to show that everyday relationships matter. Young people benefit from feeling
noticed, listened to, and supported by the adults around them, even as they grow in
independence. Often it is the small, ordinary moments that make the biggest difference.

A solution focused perspective invites curiosity about what is already going well. Noticing effort,
progress, and times when things feel a little easier can help young people build confidence and a
sense of capability.
The way conversations feel also matters. When young people experience interest and
understanding, they are more likely to reflect on their experiences and share what is important to
them.

Families play an important role in supporting young people’s engagement with school life. Feeling
encouraged and supported at home can help children and young people navigate both learning
and friendships.
Adolescence is often described as a time of challenge, but it is also a period of growth, learning,
and increasing responsibility. When young people experience trust and encouragement, they are
more likely to develop confidence in themselves and their choices.

Digital life continues to be part of everyday family life. Ongoing conversations about balance, rest,
and routines can support young people’s wellbeing over time.
We also want to acknowledge parents and carers. Supporting children and young people can be
demanding, and your care, effort, and presence matter.
As we start the term, we look forward to continuing to work alongside families and young people,
noticing what works well and building on this together.

Warm Wishes,

The Wellbeing Team



Virtual Work Experience Opportunities - Google
Digdata has collaborated with Google to bring virtual work experience opportunities to our
students on the 28th and 29th January. These sessions will be hosted on Zoom outside of school
hours: 
 

 FIRST STEP - suitable for students in Year Groups 7-9 
 Wednesday 28th January at 4.30 pm (virtual session hosted on Zoom)
 
 Want to be a YouTuber? Dig into the data sources that could make you go viral

 A 45-minute briefing with the Google team
 Complete the career challenge at your own pace
Certificate awarded on completion

Register now! (student link)
 

 NEXT STEP - suitable for students in Year Groups 10-13 
 Thursday 29th January at 5pm (virtual session hosted on Zoom)

Google joins forces with Gen Z Creators to launch the Pixel 10!

A 45-minute virtual briefing with the Google team
Complete the career challenge at your own pace
Certificate awarded on completion

Register now! (student link)

Mrs E Pascoe
Head of Futures & Level 6 Careers Adviser 

Beechen Cliff Careers Newsletter
The most recent edition of our Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication is
published alongside this school newsletter. 
 
If you would like any further support or information please let me know
epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

In addition further information about upcoming careers opportunitiws are available on
the next few pages

Mrs E Pascoe
Head of Careers 

   CAREERS

https://digdata.online/google-marketing-first-step-registration-form/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9wcUBZ0DVwpYo8nuDo9zS0JeNO4TqD3qAg0-AkDx5ELsfIRPnfALsCeTW_z-Xn8sIhlSg1itXGxWAGICLKYKL5ug4F0R1hpGb-22DBeI6quJX0glE&_hsmi=394028440&utm_content=394028440&utm_source=hs_email
https://digdata.online/google-marketing-next-step-registration-form/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8rAzJTI-9ib2LufT8efYqdzWpLfWoOVpuwcAbyMmUlfAd2S90ECWmRo3pJgwhOQ9kpvbEJWqPigS2Xw9hnWMllZmLAfCWOSQmH5ZbHVKmg2qKfBwc&_hsmi=394028440&utm_content=394028440&utm_source=hs_email
mailto:epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


  
 – Explore career paths, subjects, apprenticeships & university options
 – Access talks and workshops from real professionals
 – Virtual work experience and career insight programmes
 – Skills workshops, work experience and apprenticeships

Make an account and unlock the opportunities at your fingertips!

Happy Exploring!

Roman Baths Youth Forum 
Exciting opportunity for young people (aged 16-25) at the Roman Baths, the Roman Baths
Youth Forum. 
 
The Roman Baths Youth Forum gives young people an opportunity to make friends, build skills
and knowledge for their CV/WEX/university application. This is a unique behind-the-scenes
experience of a museum and the heritage setting so may suit someone with an interest in
history, archaeology or the museum industry. However, we have had many members with
aspirations for journalism, law and even video game design. This opportunity offers unique,
widely applicable skill building and is free to join.
 
The Roman Baths Youth Forum meets on the first Tuesday of each month, 5:30-7:30pm at the
Roman Baths Clore Learning Centre with light refreshments provided. I have attached a
poster, and the webpage can be found here. 

Students need to sign up, but this is not a formal application, only to get an idea of where
interests lie to tailor sessions to the group. The next session is Tuesday 3  February.rd

Mrs E Pascoe
Head of Futures & Level 6 Careers Adviser

Your Future Starts Here 

Ready to explore careers, job sectors, work experience, workshops, and amazing
opportunities? These websites have everything you need to get inspired and get
ahead  

Unifrog - the universal destinations
platform.

Futures for All the UK’s Top Social Mobility
Charity at Futures For All 

Gain Virtual Work Experience. Earn
certificates - 100% free! and
Springpod

Explore Apprenticeships & Career Paths
at Apprenticeships.co.uk

https://www.apprenticeships.co.uk/student-
home

https://www.futuresforall.org/

https://www.springpod.com/

https://www.unifrog.org/

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.romanbaths.co.uk%2froman-baths-youth-forum&c=E,1,G-uVfP9IHWFD5jp3cNl9jwAWvMVaI8P5H8y8_cgoiTMJdlny71dy7KGvuyv382qKKwKANySyE0PSyJXM5E6IDPe8G4GgIdJwlk2LFscS3k5RwQ,,&typo=1
https://apprenticeships.co.uk/student-home?authuser=0
https://apprenticeships.co.uk/student-home?authuser=0
https://www.futuresforall.org/
https://www.springpod.com/
https://www.unifrog.org/
https://www.unifrog.org/


 

       Meet our teams and discover the incredible career paths available
       Explore our services and learn more about our apprenticeship programmes
       Get expert advice from our Careers team in our dedicated advice pod
       Free on-site parking
       Refreshments available in our cashless café (card/contactless only)

We’re excited to invite students to our Apprenticeship Open Day on Saturday 31st
January 2026 – a fantastic opportunity to explore career pathways and gain valuable
insights into the world of apprenticeships.

Years 10-13 - Wessex Water (YTL UK) Apprenticeship Open
Day- Saturday 31st January 2026

Why attend?
This event is designed to inspire and inform students about the benefits of
apprenticeships and the exciting opportunities available within our organisation.

Sign up now  Your paragraph text
 

Event Details:

Whats on Offer:

 
 Location: Operations Centre, Claverton Down Road, Bath, BA2 7WW
 Time: 9:30am – 2pm

https://careers.ytluk.co.uk/careers-site/ytl-uk-careers-apprenticeship-open-day-form


http://live.henley.ac.uk/page/pathwaystoproperty


http://futurelearn.com/courses/pathways-to-property


FREE 6 week mentoring programme for 13-19 year olds run by STEM Learning in partnership with
GSK. Students can explore opportunities in science, technology, engineering, and maths; from
engineering and coding to research and pharmaceuticals.



https://careers.bishopfleming.co.uk/join-us/search-our-jobs?dept=Early+Careers
https://careers.bishopfleming.co.uk/join-us/search-our-jobs?dept=Early+Careers


https://share-eu1.hsforms.com/13mml6Ru2RvuwqSiacAE5CAfui3l


We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are
not the responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School. 

FOSTERING
*There are Children in Bath and surrounding area right now

who need a safe loving home.
*You don’t need to be perfect – just patient, caring and willing to

learn.
*Could fostering be something you’ve never consider…but

should?
 

Fostering Myths – Busted!
 

You have to be married X
You need a spare mansion X

You have to be a stay at home parent X
 

You can be single √
You can work √

You just need a spare room and a big heart √
 

Contact Five Rivers Fostering – 0333 0603 962
carer.enquiries@thefosteringcompanyneltd.co.uk

 

Community Links

mailto:carer.enquiries@thefosteringcompanyneltd.co.uk



