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Message from the Headteacher
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BEECHEN CLIFF WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

We have seen much wet weather this week and many pupils have taken the opportunity to engage in
indoor activities at lunchtimes including the library, main hall, Sixth Form open learning area and
classrooms.

Some Year 11 students have taken the opportunity to finish off their Art coursework and have produced
some amazing pieces of work, some of which you can see below.

Dear Parents and Carers,



Each year we ask parents to complete a survey to provide feedback to the school. 
 
The information received is really valued and both feeds into school improvement planning
and allows us to follow up with individuals where requested.
 
For parents who have completed such surveys in the past you will note that many of the
questions are similar. This is to enable us to look for any changes in the feedback from
parents over time.
 
It you are able to spend a few minutes completing the survey for your child that would be
appreciated.
 
There are separate surveys for parents of Year 7-11 pupils and parents of Sixth Form
students.

Year 7-11 Parent Survey - January 2026

Sixth Form Parent Survey - January 2026

Thank you in advance and wishing you a good weekend.

Mr T. D. Markall
Headteacher

https://forms.gle/jXx5kzXg4z94Jm4G7
https://forms.gle/JvAK7VR7z4zgviuM9


Key Notices Calendar

PLANNED ABSENCES

For planned absences please contact the attendance office
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk for a copy of the
‘absence request form' which can also be found on the school
website: MNSP Absence Request Form. 

REPORTING ALL PUPIL ABSENCES
All absences from School including late arrivals and
medical appointments are to be reported to School
promptly. Please take note of the following correct direct
contact details. 
 
Lower School Pupils 
To report a Lower School absence please call the School
direct on 01225 485222 OR email the lower school
attendance at 
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Sixth Form Students 
For a Sixth Form student absence please call the School
direct on 01225 485221 OR you can email Sixth Form
attendance at: sixthattendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

 

Thursday 22  Januarynd

Year 9 Parents Evening  4.30 - 8pm
(remote)

Wednesday 28  Januaryth

USA Ski Trip - Parents Information
Meeting 5.30-6.30pm

Wednesday 4  Februaryth

Bands Night 5pm - 9pm

Tuesday 10  Februaryth

Year 10 Parents Evening 4.30-8pm
(remote)

Friday 13  Februaryth

Term 3 ends

Monday 23  Februaryrd

Start of Term 4

Thursday 26  Februaryth

Year 7 Parents Evening  4.30-8pm
(remote)

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to avoid disappointment.

Mr D Keal
Head Chef

MENU - Week Commencing Monday 26th January

(W) = Contains Wheat Products
(D) = Contains Dairy Products 
(GF) = Gluten Free Option 

Monday: Ham with Parsley Sauce, Leek and Feta Pie (W,D)
Tuesday: Thai Marinated Chicken, Chilli mixed beans and mozzarella Toasted Wrap (W,D)
Wednesday: Roast Pork with Apple Sauce, Squash and Parmesan Risotto (D)
Thursday: Venison Sweet Potato and Lentil Curry, Potato and Spinach Curry
Friday: Pasta Puttanesca (W) (vegetarian alternative), Cajun Chicken Breast

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/


Dear Beechen Parents and Carers,
 
I hope that your son/daughter has had a positive start back with us in 2026. I wanted to take this
opportunity to share with you one of the things we are doing in lessons at the moment in order
to improve student agency in their learning: the Learning Cycle. 
This is the idea that all teachers follow a learning cycle in their lessons, and that we share each
stage of the lesson with pupils so that they are aware of where they are in the lesson, which skill
they are currently working on, and where they are going next. 

Whilst the Learning Cycle is a very helpful planning tool for us as teachers, by sharing the stages
of the cycle with our pupils, we hope to provide consistency and predictability for them across
the school, as well as involving them in the conversation about their learning and about how they
are learning.  

Teaching and Learning at Beechen Cliff - The Learning Cycle

The stages of the Learning Cycle are:
 
Do Now: A quick recall quiz on prior learning from last lesson, last week, last term, last year, as
appropriate. This is a proven method in cognitive science which helps to anchor knowledge in
the brain. 
Engage: What are we learning and why? What's the point?! Why is this interesting/relevant?
What are our learning objectives?
Learn: New knowledge is shared with pupils
Build: Pupils extend or deepen their knowledge through follow on tasks
Apply: Students apply their knowledge. This could be through a variety of tasks: extended
writing, annotated drawings, group work, presentations, practicals, debates etc.
Review: Pupils review their learning at the end of the lesson- what have they learned? Have the
learning objectives been met?  
 

This is what our Do Now slide looks like: 



We hope that by making our pupils aware of the parts of the learning cycle they are currently
working on, they will start to recognise which skills they are using and that this will aid them
in their learning, independent study, revision, and in their next steps after Beechen Cliff. By
involving our students in conversations around their learning, we aim to bring them along
with us and foster both independence and aspirations, two of our core values at Beechen Cliff.
 
Please speak to your son/daughter about the Learning Cycle and how it is helping them to
better understand how they are learning in and out of school. It may also be useful to use
some of the language of the learning cycle in homework and revision tasks at home. 
 
If you have any thoughts or feedback about the Learning Cycle, please don't hesitate to get in
touch.

Mrs S Sullivan
Assistant Headteacher, Teaching and Learning
ssullivan@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust
 

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the MNSP Trust 
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm

 

Our  Lost Property is groaning with lost items of clothing, in particular expensive winter
coats.  Most items are un-named which means that they cannot easily be returned to their
rightful owners.  

If your child has mislaid any items, please can you encourage your child to visit Lost
Property (situated in the nurses room) as a matter of priority  

And a gentle reminder please to name all items of clothing and equipment brought   into
School.

LOST PROPERTY

http://beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk/
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm


https://www.goodhub.com/go/runforbim

How to take part as an individual
Place a candle safely in your window at 8pm on
27 January.

Become part of the conversation about Light the
darkness online by sharing a photo of your
candle and tagging Holocaust Memorial Day on
Facebook or Instagram. Use the hashtags
#HolocaustMemorialDay and
#LightTheDarkness.

Ms Sinclair and Ms Netto
Head of History and Head of RPE

remember those who were murdered for who they were
stand against prejudice and hatred today

Each year people from across the UK take part in our Light the Darkness national moment for
Holocaust Memorial Day.

At 8pm on 27 January people across the nation will light candles and put them safely in their
windows to:

Holocaust Memorial Day 2026

Iconic buildings and landmarks will light up in purple during this powerful national moment
of commemoration and solidarity.

https://www.goodhub.com/go/runforbim
https://www.facebook.com/HMD.UK
https://www.instagram.com/holocaustmemorialdaytrust/


THE LIBRARY NEWS
A calm, quiet space to read and work

Keep Reading!    

  Mrs Bridge

LIBRARY BOOK AMNESTY!
If you return an overdue library book
before the end of January, you will get a
Moam! 

(For books with a return date in 2025!)

Please encourage your child to check in
bag/under bed for books!

The non-fiction
area of our library
has had a re-vamp,
with a new
classification
system and a
strong link to the
National Year of
Reading’s slogan:
“If you’re into it,
read into it!”

Look at this beautiful copy of A Christmas Carol,
found recently in a box in the library. First issued to
a student in 1942! Still in remarkably good condition. 

We are looking for the following
good quality donations for our
school library:

Audiobooks on CD 
Magazines (all topics -
especially
sports/cars/science/comics)
Non-fiction books
Books in foreign languages
Quality contemporary fiction
for ’older readers (inlcuding
sixth form) 

If you have any donations, please
nring them to reception, in a bag
marked ‘Library’.

It’s a lovely
reminder of how
classic literature is
timeless and
generations of
students have
enjoyed this story
.



HOSPITALITY AND CATERING 
This week in Hospitality and Catering classes, our Year
10 classes have been making and decorating White
Chocolate Cheesecakes. In the first hour of their lesson
the focus was on creating the cheesecake element and in
the 2nd it was all about decoration and presentation -
along with washing up!

Mrs K Gallagher
Food Lead



EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES

 A major strength of our school is our phenomenal extra curricular offering that the staff put so
much effort into and the students gain so much from. 

Beechen Cliff’s Extra Curricular Clubs and Activities list for Term 3 and Term 4 is available on the
School website at

 https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Extra-Curricular-for-Terms-
3-4-2026-Terms-3-4.pdf

The majority of activities will commence first week of term, however please check the website
for see where this is not the case.

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Extra-Curricular-for-Terms-3-4-2026-Terms-3-4-1.pdf
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Extra-Curricular-for-Terms-3-4-2026-Terms-3-4-1.pdf


Recent Fixture Results

FOOTBALL

U16 Football Team Marches On

Well done to the U16A football team on
progressing to the quarter finals of the
Somerset Cup with a well-deserved 5-2
victory against Chew Valley this week.
 

Mr N Quintin
PE Department



Beechen Cliff School is pleased to invite local businesses and organisations to
partner with us through rugby sponsorship opportunities that support school sport
while promoting your business within our community.

We are currently seeking sponsors for:

Rugby Sponsorship Opportunities at Beechen Cliff School

Junior Rugby Football Kit

1st XV Pitch Post Pad Protectors

Main Kit Sponsor
Sleeve Sponsor
Sponsor logo displayed on official junior rugby kits worn at matches,
tournaments, and events 

Sponsor branding displayed on post pad protectors on the 1st XV pitch
High-visibility exposure during home fixtures, training sessions, and
school events

Additional Sponsor Benefits

 Promotion in the Beechen Cliff School newsletter
 Promotion across Beechen Cliff School social media channels
 Regular visibility to students, parents, staff, visitors, and the wider
community

Why Sponsor Beechen Cliff Rugby?

Support youth and school rugby
 Increase local brand awareness
 Align your business with teamwork, commitment, and excellence

For more information or to discuss sponsorship packages, please contact Mr
Macdonald pmacdonald@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

mailto:pmacdonald@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


SPORTS FIXTURES for w/c 26th January 2026

Details of upcoming sports fixtures, team sheets and meet times are available on the school SOCS
website - https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374 
 
Below details were correct at the time of publication, however please check the website for up any
changes/updates 

Fixture
Start

time/kick
off

Meet
time Transport

Finish/
Return time

Monday 26th
January

HOCKEY BCS U16 @ Clifton College

FOOTBALL BCS 1st XI v Hampton (h) 13:45 13:00 n/a

Tuesday 27th
January FOOTBALL

BCS U13 v St Katherine's (h) 14:30

BCS U15 football v Worle (h) 13:45

BCS U14a v QEH (a)

BCS U14b v QEH (a)

BCS U15b v QEH (a)

Wednesday
28th January

FOOTBALL
BCS U12a v RGS Worcester (h)

BCS U13a v RGS Worcester (h) 14:30

RUGBY BCS U17 v Glantaf (a) 15:00

CRICKET BCS U13 Indoor Cricket @
Wellsway

15:30

Thursday
29th January

NETBALL
1st v St Mary Calne (a) 14:45

2nd v St Mary Calne (a)

FOOTBALL

BCS 1st XI v QEH (a)

BCS 2nd XI v QEH (a) 14:15

BCS 3rd XI v QEH (a)

Sunday 1st
February

U14 Dean Close 7s

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374


WELLBEING
Dear Parents,

In the Autumn term, Tara Gretton and Susie Ingram ran a Parent/Carer training session on the
Solution Focused Approach that we use in school. We use this with our 1:1 therapy sessions
with pupils in school and our staff use it too with all children. One of the things parents asked
us was how to use this approach to de-escalate tricky conversations with their children,that
can lead to arguments. 

We all know the exhaustion that comes after a long day when a simple request—like asking your
child to put away their shoes—spirals into an heated argument. These moments can leave both
parents and children feeling frustrated and disconnected.

To help navigate these challenges, we want to share an insight into the Solution-Focused
approach. Unlike traditional methods that dwell on why a problem started, this approach shifts
the energy toward what is already working and what a "better" tomorrow looks like.

The core idea is simple: We don’t need to analyze the history of a conf lict to find a way out of
it. By focusing on the "solution" rather than the "problem," we can lower the temperature of
arguments and build a more collaborative relationship with our children.

If you find yourself stuck in a cycle of arguing, try these three techniques:

1. Look for "Exceptions" Think of a time recently when a similar situation didn’t
result in an argument. What was different? Maybe the timing was better, or your
tone was softer. By identifying these "exceptions," you can repeat the behaviors that
already lead to success.
2. Use the "Miracle Question" Ask your child (and yourself ): "If a miracle happened
tonight and this problem was gone tomorrow, what would be the first small sign that
things are better?" This helps move the conversation away from blame and toward
specific, positive actions.
3. Scaling Questions On a scale of 1 to 10 (where 10 is a perfectly peaceful home),
where are things today? If the answer is a 3, don’t aim for a 10 immediately. Instead,
ask: "What would it take to get us to a 4?" This makes progress feel manageable and
less overwhelming.

When we focus on the problem, we often trigger a "defensive" response in children. When we
focus on the solution, we invite them to be problem-solvers. This approach validates their
feelings while giving them a clear path forward, helping to preserve the parent-child bond even
during difficult moments.

We hope these tools provide a fresh perspective for your family. Small shifts in how we talk
can lead to big changes in how we feel.

Three Practical Tools You Can Use Today

Why It Works

What is the Solution-Focused Approach?

The Wellbeing Team



CAREERS

Beechen Cliff Careers Newsletter

The most recent edition of our Beechen Cliff Future
Horizon Careers publication is published alongside this
school newsletter. 
 
If you would like any further support or information
please let me know at epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
In addition further information about upcoming careers
opportunitiws are available on the next few pages

Mrs E Pascoe
Head of Careers 

Community Links

We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these
are not the responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School.

mailto:epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


FOSTERING
*There are Children in Bath and surrounding area right now who need a safe

loving home.
*You don’t need to be perfect – just patient, caring and willing to learn.

*Could fostering be something you’ve never consider…but should?
 

Fostering Myths – Busted!
 

You have to be married X
You need a spare mansion X

You have to be a stay at home parent X
 

You can be single √
You can work √

You just need a spare room and a big heart √
 

Contact Five Rivers Fostering – 0333 0603 962
carer.enquiries@thefosteringcompanyneltd.co.uk

mailto:carer.enquiries@thefosteringcompanyneltd.co.uk







