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Message from the Headteacher

BEECHEN CLIFF WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents and Carers,
 
Over half term some students were fortunate to travel to the USA, to Morocco on the World
Challenge Expedition and to Iceland on the Sixth Form Geography visit.
 
I would like to thank the staff for organising these opportunities and hope those who joined the
trips had a fantastic experience.



Now back into the new term the focus for Year 11 and 13 students is very much around exam
preparation and we wish them all the best with their second set of mock exams over the next
few weeks. These are another important step towards preparing for GCSEs and A Levels in the
summer.
 
This evening we have our Year 7 Parents Evening which should provide a useful opportunity to
speak with subject teachers. The final parents evening of this academic year, for Year 8 parents,
is due to take place next term.

 
T. D. Markall
Headteacher



Key Notices Calendar

PLANNED ABSENCES

For planned absences please contact the attendance
office attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk for a copy of
the ‘absence request form' which can also be found on the
school website: MNSP Absence Request Form. 

REPORTING ALL PUPIL ABSENCES
All absences from School including late arrivals and
medical appointments are to be reported to School
promptly. Please take note of the following contact
details. 
 

Lower School Pupils 
To report a Lower School absence please call the Main
School direct on 01225 480466 (OPTION 1) OR email
the lower school attendance at 
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Sixth Form Students 
For a Sixth Form student absence please call the
School direct on 01225480466 (OPTION 2) OR you can
email Sixth Form attendance at:
sixthattendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

 

Thursday 26  Februaryth

Year 7 Parents Evening 4-8pm
(remote) 

Monday 2nd March
Year 11 Mock Exams commence

Thursday 5  Marchth

World Book Day 

Monday 9  Marchth

Year 13 Mocks commence

Wednesday 25  Marchth

School Concert at St Lukes 7-9pm

Friday 27  Marchth

PTA Race Night

30 March -2 April
Bath Theatre School production
of High School Musical 

Menu - w/c 2nd March
Monday: Paprika Spiced Pork Casserole, Vegetable Lasagne (W,D)
Tuesday: Beef Chilli, Mixed Bean Chilli
Wednesday: Roast Beef, Lentil Shepherd's Pie (D)
Thursday: Mac and Cheese with Smoked Bacon (W,D,GF), Stuffed Pepper with Tomato and Olive
Cous Cous (W)
Friday: Fish Finger Bap (W,GF), Roasted Prepper Falafel with Sweet Chilli Mayo (W)

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to avoid disappointment. 

Thank you

Mr D Keal
Head Chef

(W) = Contains Wheat Products
(D) = Contains Dairy Products 
(GF) = Gluten Free Option

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/


Information for all Students sitting Formal
Examinations this Summer

SUMMER EXAMINATIONS 

Here is a link to the timetable for the Summer Externally scheduled Exams.

Externally scheduled Summer Examinations Timetable

Occasionally, students can have more than one exam scheduled for the same time. This is an exam clash
and it will be resolved when your child receives their individual timetable later.

Here is a link to the Year 11 Formal Mock Examination Timetable.

Year 11 Formal Mock Examination Timetable 

Year 11 Formal Mock Examination Timetable 

Here is a link to the Year 13 Formal Mock Examination Timetable.

Year 13 Formal Mock Examination Timetable 

Year 13 Formal Mock Examination Timetable 

Mrs J Cotterell
Examinations Officer

Year 11 Internal Sixth Form Applications - Admission
Conversations with SLT

Parents and Carers

Year 11's hoping to join our Sixth Form in September will be having their Admission
Conversations with the Senior Leadership Team on Thursday and Friday morning this
week where they will discuss their application form, course choices and the exciting
potential in joining the Beechen Sixth Form.

Mrs J Hulett
Sixth Form Admissions

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1aPloTNo8W2o7Cjl4KElFPC4WMlOHTOLWvCwGM1xhdus/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SxzuRQWd-VmPLbEkjGUHj-hh4LJDROtX2kbOMp8JhAM/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SxzuRQWd-VmPLbEkjGUHj-hh4LJDROtX2kbOMp8JhAM/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VhMQFNEsd2KsE2IUILxpWNE8kMITB04X9hNMuSdV47Y/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VhMQFNEsd2KsE2IUILxpWNE8kMITB04X9hNMuSdV47Y/edit?gid=0#gid=0


 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete our Year 7-11 Parent Questionnaire last
month. We really value your feedback. It is an important tool to help us ensure we are
providing the best possible education and school experience for your sons.
 
We are encouraged by your responses and pleased to see so many of you feel positive about
their child’s school experience, and we would like to share some of the key highlights with
you:

Parent Survey Feedback

Happiness & Well-being: 96% of you shared that your son is happy here, with 93%
feeling he is safe and well-cared for.
School Culture: 94% feel the school has a clear vision, while 91% agree we promote
positive behaviour.
Engagement: 90% of students have taken part in extra-curricular activities, and 94%
are pleased with the range of subjects offered.
Support & Standards: 90% feel our staff are approachable, and 90% see their sons
doing well under high expectations. 94% of those receiving Pupil Premium are happy
with the care provided.
 Safety & Care: 94% reported that their son had either not experienced bullying or that
it had been resolved swiftly and effectively.
Community Pride: We are proud that 97% of you are pleased your son attends Beechen
Cliff.

While these headlines are very positive, we remain focused on the work still to do. Our
goal is for every student and parent to feel fully supported and all to have a positive
experience. We are looking closely at your feedback to see where we can improve.
In particular, feedback suggests we can provide more guidance to parents on what is
being learnt during each academic year and there have been some occasions where
parents feel communication with some members of staff could be improved. We are also
in the process of contacting all parents who requested to be contacted following the
survey and we hope to resolve any queries you have as soon as possible.
 
Thank you for your feedback. We look forward to continuing to work with you to make
the Beechen Cliff experience the best it can be for your son. Feedback on the Sixth Form
parents survey will be provided in due course.
 

Mr A. Seal
Deputy Headteacher



World Book Day is Thursday 5th March!
Please look out in school bags this week for the special World Book
Day vouchers which can be exchanged for one of the books above
or used as £1 towards a full-priced book or audiobook. The choice
of books for young teens is strong this year and several of the
authors are favourites in our library. They can be swapped at book
shops until 15th March.

The staff at Beechen Cliff always go ‘all in’ on World Book Day, so
expect to see some strange book characters in the corridors! All
KS3 class teachers will be sharing some of their favourite books,
songs, poems, articles and other texts with their classes and using
these texts to practice reading skills.

THE LIBRARY NEWS
A calm, quiet space to read and work

Keep Reading!        

 Mrs Bridge

As part of our World Book Day celebrations, we are inviting
students and staff to take part in a book character potato
competition! 

Potatoes can be any shape or size (or fixed together) and must
be decorated or dressed to represent a book character. See
photos for inspiration!

Prizes will be awarded in the following categories:
Best dressed book character potato (student)
Best dressed book character potato (staff)
Best scene from a book with potato characters (why not
work as a team with your friends?)

Please bring entries to L2 on World Book Day (Thursday 5th
March). Judging will take place at break and prizes awarded by
the end of the week.

COMPETITION TIME!



Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust
 
Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the MNSP Trust
 
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm
 

https://www.goodhub.com/go/runforbim

Beechen Cliff PTA Race Night

This terms PSHE topics are as follows:

Mrs A Wilmot
Head of PSHE and MNSP Trust Advisor - PSHE

Year 7 - Healthy Lifestyles
Year 8 - Careers
Year 9 - Mental Health
Year 10 - RPE - Inc - Abortion and Gender
Year 11 - SRE - Positive Relationships
Year 12 - RPE - Human Rights
Year 13 - Preparing for Exams

PSHE Topics for Term 3

https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm
https://www.goodhub.com/go/runforbim


 
The PTA is organizing its next pre-loved uniform sale on Saturday 21 March. As part of the sale
and in anticipation of the Duke of Edinburgh activities after Easter, we are hoping to offer
pre-loved clothing, footwear and equipment for sale to Duke of Edinburgh participants. All
items should be in good and useable condition and nothing broken please. 
 
Items can be left as usual in the bin at the main door of the school.

Duke of Edinburgh – PTA call for donations
 

Beechen Cliff PTA



In a lunar calendar, a new month starts
when there is a new moon. 

This happens every 29 or 30 days, so the
lunar month is usually 1 or 2 days shorter
than a month in our calendar. A lunar year is
about 11 days shorter than our year.
Because of this, dates in the Islamic lunar
year "move forward" about 11 days every
year. 

We have a prayer room available in the Pastoral area. 

Muslims use a lunar calendar.

There several reasons why Muslims fast.

For one month a year, Muslims around
the world FAST during daylight hours.
They get up everyday before sunrise in
order to eat and drink enough to keep
them going until sunset. After sunset the
fast is broken and they are allowed to eat
until sunrise the next day, when they fast
again.

It commemorates the first revelation of
the Quran to the Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) according to Islamic belief. This
annual observance is regarded as one of
the Five Pillars of Islam.

Theme of The Week - Ramadan

1. It builds up self control and prevents greed.
2.It reminds Muslims of what it is like to be poor and  hungry. Hunger is the same for  

everybody so it is important to share that experience.
3.It brings together Muslims from every background and reminds them that they are all

equal in the sight of Allah (God).
4.It gives Muslims more time to pray, to read the Qur'an and to help the poor (Charity).
5.It is a test of obedience as fasting is a command from the Qur’an (it is one of the five

pillars)



EXTRA CURRICULAR

Recent Fixture Results

A 2-1 win for the U15 football team versus
Ralph Allen on Tuesday 24  February.th

Mr N Quintin
PE 

FOOTBALL



Senior Tennis
 
The senior tennis winter season came to an
end this afternoon with a close fought 4-2
defeat to Clifton College, which came down
to the final match. There have been some
great performances this season, including
victories over Collegiate School and
Monkton Coombe, and the team performed
well today against strong opposition.
 
A short break from tennis now but then the
summer tennis season is only a few months
away. 

 Mr T D Markall
Headeacher

Yesterday, Wednesday 25th February,
our Year 7a team played their first
home fixture vs Ralph Allen.

We are playing all the local schools as
part of the BANES league. Beechen
Cliff came out on top after a great
performance in some long awaited
sunshine. 
 

Mr J Utton
PE



Tennis Coaching
 
Blue Sky Tennis are delighted to continue their partnership with Beechen Cliff and reignite the
Thursday Year 7-9 after school tennis session at Bloomfield tennis club just up the road next
term. This club was a great success last year, with 18 pupils signed up and a waitlist! So we are
excited to be able to offer this for the Beechen Cliff pupils once again. 
 
Dates: 5th March - 26th March - 4 week block plus a week extra to make-up if we get hit by
bad weather 
Times: 3:45-4:45pm
Cost: £8 per session (same as last time) so £32 in total for the 4 weeks
Who: Year 7-9 pupils, more aimed at the beginner/improver level to help build confidence
and develop their fundamental skills and technique. 
 
Booking link - this will take you straight to the class booking page:
https://www.classhub.com.au/secure/registration?
providerAlias=blueskytennis&classId=CAD03D8C-BEA3-4D58-A5B7-0B19E53BEFEE 
 
We are also looking to run this as a 10 week block in April-July too. More details to follow in
due course.
 
Shaun Hitchcock
Blue Sky Tennis

SPORTS FIXTURES for wc 2  March 2026nd

Details of upcoming sports fixtures, team sheets and meet times are available on the school SOCS website
- https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374 
 
Below details were correct at the time of publication, however please check the website for up any
changes/updates 

https://www.classhub.com.au/secure/registration?providerAlias=blueskytennis&classId=CAD03D8C-BEA3-4D58-A5B7-0B19E53BEFEE
https://www.classhub.com.au/secure/registration?providerAlias=blueskytennis&classId=CAD03D8C-BEA3-4D58-A5B7-0B19E53BEFEE
https://www.classhub.com.au/secure/registration?providerAlias=blueskytennis&classId=CAD03D8C-BEA3-4D58-A5B7-0B19E53BEFEE




Dear Parents and Carers,

We are living in a time when the news can often feel troubling and intense. Many of our
curious young people understandably want to know what is happening in the world, and
their interest and awareness is something we value. However, constant exposure to difficult
global events can sometimes lead to feelings of distress or worry about the future of the
world, society, and their own lives as adults.

Without dampening their curiosity, we can help bring some balance. Alongside staying
informed, it can be helpful to seek out stories that highlight what is going well, the progress
being made, the kindness shown, and the creative solutions emerging across the globe.
One publication some of you may already know is Positive News. It reports on global
developments through a solutions-focused lens, sharing stories about what is going right in
the world and the people working to make a difference. Many families find it offers a helpful
counterbalance to the mainstream news cycle.

You can access Positive News online free of charge via their website, and there is also the
option to subscribe to the print magazine if you would enjoy having a copy at home.
https://www.positive.news/

We wish you a positive start to the new term.
Warmest wishes,

WELLBEING

The Wellbeing Team

https://www.positive.news/


CAREERS

Beechen Cliff Careers Newsletter

This week’s Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication is
published alongside this school newsletter. 
 
If you would like any further support or information please let
me know at epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
In addition further information about upcoming careers
opportunitiws are available on the next few pages

Mrs E Pascoe
Head of Careers 

Mrs E Pascoe
Head of Futures & Level 6 Careers Adviser

We're delighted to announce the sixth MASSOLIT Video Essay Competition in partnership
with Brasenose College, University of Oxford.

We're inviting students in Years 10, 11 and 12 to create a "MASSOLIT-style" video lecture on
any topic of their choice. Entries will be accepted between 12:00 BST on Friday 27 February
2026 and 17:00 BST on Friday 26 June 2026.

The best entries will be reviewed by a panel of judges made up of academics from Brasenose
and members of the MASSOLIT team.

This competition is open to pupils from any secondary school in the world. If you want to
see what a "MASSOLIT-style" lecture is, please check out our YouTube channel.
 

Please see link for more information.

MASSOLIT Video Essay Competition 2026 

mailto:epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
https://massolit.io/competition?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--hnxfKmJ_qs1REXzfgJ6SzfA4RFe1NnmZo1pDu6TIwWiTZgv1BIWTbClNtCeN7X4oM-jPDCDn4a921kG4kcvhttI_j3ShJ73WDRMHA2_ZLFPu_bgE&_hsmi=129008028&utm_content=129008028&utm_source=hs_email&authuser=0


Community Links
We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are
not the responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School.














