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26th March 2026

Message from the Headteacher

BEECHEN CLIFF WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents and Carers,

Not only were we treated to fantastic music across multiple genres but it was also a wonderful
tribute to Mr Calvert, at his last school concert after more than 30 years at Beechen Cliff.

Last night the annual school concert at St Luke’s Church was a fantastic event. The church was
full with all seats sold out and this made for a wonderful atmosphere to support our talented
musicians.



A big thank you to Mr Calvert, Mr Thompson, Mr Harriman and all the peripatetic staff for
organising the event, to St Lukes Church for allowing us to use the venue, to all our
students who represented their school brilliantly, to the PTA for running the bar and to all
parents, carers and visitors who supported the event and enjoyed the evening.

Mr T D Markall
Headteacher

Over the last week our rugby sevens team have been competing at the prestigious Rosslyn
Park tournament and have performed admirably with two teams still competing at the time
of writing.

Tomorrow night we have our PTA race night fundraiser.  Thank you to all who are
supporting this event.  

Also, students taking part in the school production of High School Musical are completing
their final rehearsals over the next few days and we look forward to the performances next
week.



KEYKEY NOTICES

All absences from School including late arrivals and
medical appointments are to be reported to School
promptly. Please take note of the following contact
details. 
 

Lower School Pupils 
To report a Lower School absence please call the
Main School direct on 01225 480466 (OPTION 1) OR
email the lower school attendance at 
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Sixth Form Students 
For a Sixth Form student absence please call the
School direct on 01225480466 (OPTION 2) OR you
can email Sixth Form attendance at:
sixthattendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

 

Friday 27  Marchth

PTA Race Night

30 March -2 April
Bath Theatre School production of High
School Musical

Thursday 2  Aprilnd

Last day of Term

Friday 3  - Friday 17  Aprilrd th

Easter Break

Monday 20  April th

Start of Term 5  

Wednesday 22  Aprilnd

Year 12 Parents Evening (in person)
4.30-8pm

Thursday 23  April rd

Year 13 Presentation Evening 6-8pm

Thursday 30  Aprilth

Year 8 Parents Evening (Remote)
4.30 -8pm

Monday 4  Mayth

Early May Bank Holiday

Dates for the Diary
Reporting all Absences

  MENU - w/c 30th March

Monday: Sweet and Sour Chicken, Vegetable Rendang
Tuesday: Soy and Ginger Pork Steak, Cauliflower and Spinach Tagine
Wednesday: Roast Pork Belly, Homity Pie (W,D)
Thursday: TBC
Friday: Easter Break

PLANNED ABSENCES

For planned absences please contact the attendance
office attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk for a
copy of the ‘absence request form' which can also be
found on the school website: MNSP Absence Request
Form. 

(W) = Contains Wheat Products
(D) = Contains Dairy Products 
(GF) = Gluten Free Option

Mr D Keal
Chef

*** Updated Information below ***

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to avoid disappointment.  

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/


From Reluctant to Reading: Simple Ways
to Help Engage Your Child in Reading 

As you may know, it’s the National Year of Reading—a campaign encouraging children and young people
to read more often and enjoy it. It promotes reading as not just a school skill, but a valuable part of
everyday life.

While some students read for pleasure independently, others may struggle—especially if they lack
confidence. With the right approach, parents can make a real difference in building engagement and
enjoyment

Making Reading Feel Less Like “Work”
Many reluctant readers associate reading with pressure. At home, remove that feeling. Let your child
choose what they read—graphic novels, magazines, or articles. All reading counts; developing the habit is
what matters most.

Give The Choice and Control 
Children engage more when they feel ownership. A visit to a library or bookshop, with freedom to choose,
can have a big impact—even if the material seems “too easy.”

Build Reading into Daily Life
Reading doesn’t have to be long or formal. It can happen through everyday tasks like reading recipes,
following instructions, or exploring hobbies online. These small moments build
confidence.

Be a Reading Role Model
Children notice adult habits. Seeing you read—and hearing you talk about it—reinforces its value. 

Keep It Short and Manageable
Short sessions of 10–15 minutes feel more achievable and can build over time.

Talk About Reading (Without Testing)
Keep conversations relaxed. Questions like “Did you enjoy it?” encourage engagement without pressure

Use Technology Positively
Audiobooks, e-books, and apps can make reading more accessible and appealing.

Celebrate Progress
Focus on effort—finishing a short book or reading more regularly are all successes worth recognising.

Mrs J Blair
Assistant Head Teacher   (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator and SpLD Specialist
Teacher) 

(Checkout this link for further tips on supporting reading at home:

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2022/05/7_Top_Tips_to_Support_Reading_
at_Home.pdf) 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/7_Top_Tips_to_Support_Reading_at_Home.pdf)
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/7_Top_Tips_to_Support_Reading_at_Home.pdf)


Here are links  to the timetables for the Summer Externally scheduled Exams.

Occasionally, students can have more than one exam scheduled for the same time. This is
an exam clash and it will be resolved when your child receives their individual timetable
later.

Mrs J Cotterell
Examinations Officer

EXAMINATIONS

 
Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the MNSP Trust

 
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm

 

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust

 

The activities week options form for Years 7, 8 and 9 have now been communicated to all
parents/carers.  

Please take some time to chat through the options with your son before deciding. Locking
in thoughtful choices now is the best approach!  

The deadline to complete the option form is Monday 30th March at 5pm.

Mrs S Savidge
Activities Week Lead 

ACTIVITIES WEEK - JULY 2026

Students in all year groups should expect to receive their individual exam timetables
during the first weeks back after Easter.

Year 11 Externally Timetabled Exams 2026

Sixth Form Externally Timetabled Exams 2026

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cTm39C8iYGnb67GkBGW7jQXQhVQMq7n9hWsuN0fLCII/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13grxiqn1lraFuUFQnfkZLFBuc3BNoRhuLpdHiusw6sY/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Easter Raffle

ocket***Tickets available now on Arbor*** 





THE LIBRARYNEWS
National Year of Reading A calm, quiet space to read and work

School’s Challenge Quiz
Update
 Our school quiz teams have been continuing their
heats in the National Schools Challenge Quiz.

Our Intermediate team (Year 9/10) have got through
to their next round in the Intermediate Plate. We
must nearly be at the finals by now! Well done to
Paddy B, Bill G, Clement S and Elliott P, all Year 10.

Our Junior team (Year 7/8) have had an
interesting route through the competition -
with their first round team dropping out last
minute, giving us an automatic victory. After
leading throughout our second round, we were
pipped at the post at the last minute when the
other school used different rules than we were
expecting regarding buzzers.When we
questioned this, we discovered we had been
unfairly disadvantaged so we got put through to
the next round! Our final round was against the
competition organisers, and although the team
did really well, we lost by 3 questions in the end,
bringing our run to a close for 2026. Well done
to Ben P, Harry B, Ralph S and Jacob C for your
efforts. We have high hopes for this team next
year!

Tom Palmer is a children’s author
of over 60  books, with 16 of these written for the
dyslexic friendly company, Barrington Stoke.
On Wednesday 22nd April, Tom will be visiting
Beechen Cliff as part of a tour of MNSP Trust
schools. He will be delivering assemblies to Y8s
and Y7s.

Tom’s books include many sporting books such as
his Football Academy and Rugby Academby books
and also historical fiction books about children in
the world wars.

He will be talking to students about his writing
journey - from writing about what he knew, to
branching out into new territory.
Look out for a letter with more information and
details on how you can order one of Tom’s books.

Upcoming Author 
Visit for Year 7 &  Year 8
Tom Palmer

Keep Reading! Mrs Bridge



EXTRA CURRICULAR

Morocco World Challenge Expedition - February 2026
Over the February half term break, a group of 17 intrepid explorers in Year 13 embarked upon their
long awaited charity expedition to Morocco. The students, along with myself, Mr Burnell, and our
World Challenge leader ‘Mags’ boarded our early morning flight to Marrakech from Bristol airport
full of excitement but also a little trepidation - the school’s first World Challenge trip in over a
decade. 

On the first day, the students undertook some trip planning and administration - getting our ‘group
money’ changed into Moroccan Dirham and also a local sim card. We explored the famous Jemma el-
Fna, Marrakech’s iconic main square, full of juice stalls, vendors, snake charmers and entertainers.

For the next three days, we headed to the mountainous
Amizmiz region in the High Atlas mountains. We stayed
in small deprived villages (Ait Zouton and Ait Hamed) in
the homes of generous local families. It’s amazing how a
game of football, skipping rope, or cards can bring
groups together despite the language barriers! We all
learned some Berber cultures and language from our
guides Neyma and Hamza. We went hiking for a few days
around the beautiful mountains and valleys and saw
first-hand the devastation of the 2023 Earthquake as we
were trekking near the epicenter of the disaster.

After travelling to the next part of our trip in the ‘Berber
City’ of Ouarzazate, we met our next host, Bali. He
delighted us with a cookery class and the opportunity to try
on some traditional Berber clothes. Our purpose in
Ouarzazate was to complete our charity work at a local
school. We undertook three days of construction to
improve the school’s football pitch and gardens. It was great
to see how our fundraised money was spent on buying the
materials and hiring the local labourer. 

Another highlight was the opportunity to visit Ait Ben
Haddou, a former caravan route between Marrakech and
the Saraha desert. 

Finally, back in Marrakech again we enjoyed a few relaxing
days of tourist site visits and shopping in the bustling
‘souks’. It was the trip of a lifetime, and an opportunity the
school hopes to offer again in the future!

Miss K Mather 
Head of Sixth Form



WELLBEING

Spring Forward: Using a Solution-Focused Approach
to Support Young People

As the days grow longer and the natural world begins to awaken, the spring equinox offers
a powerful metaphor for growth, balance, and new beginnings. Just as nature gently shifts
from winter’s stillness into spring’s energy, this can be a meaningful time to support young
people in making positive changes in their own lives.

One particularly helpful way to do this is through a solution-focused approach—a simple
yet powerful method that encourages young people to look ahead, build on their strengths,
and notice what’s already working.

What is a Solution-Focused Approach?

Rather than concentrating on problems or what’s gone wrong, a solution-focused
approach helps young people:

Identify their goals and what they want life to look like
Recognise their existing strengths and successes
Take small, manageable steps toward positive change

It’s about shifting the question from “What’s the problem?” to “What’s already helping—and
how can we do more of it?”



How Parents Can Use This Approach at Home

Here are some simple, practical ways to bring a solution-focused approach into everyday
conversations:

1. Notice What’s Going Well

Take time to point out positives, no matter how small:

“I noticed you got started on your homework earlier today—that’s great.”
“You handled that situation really calmly.”

2. Ask Future-Focused Questions

Take time to point out positives, no matter how small:

“What would a really good week at school look like for you?”
“If things were just a little bit better, what would be different?”

This keeps the focus on possibilities rather than problems.

This helps young people build confidence and awareness of their own abilities.

3. Use Scaling Questions

These help children reflect and track progress:

 “On a scale of 1 to 10, how was your day?”
 “What makes it a 5 and not a 3?”
 “What would help move it up by one point?”

This builds self-awareness and highlights small steps forward.

A balance between acknowledging challenges and focusing on possibilities
A shift toward hope, growth, and forward movement
An opportunity to “plant seeds” for change

The spring equinox represents balance—equal day and night—and marks a turning point
toward light and growth. This mirrors the solution-focused mindset:

Why Spring is the Perfect Time



5. Encourage a ‘Growth Mindset’

Help your child see challenges as opportunities to learn:

 Replace “I can’t do this” with “I can’t do this yet.”
Talk about learning, effort, and persistence

Planting Seeds for the Months Ahead

Spring reminds us that growth takes time, patience, and the right conditions. By using a
solution-focused approach, parents can help create a supportive environment where
young people feel capable, hopeful, and motivated to move forward.

Small conversations can plant powerful seeds. With encouragement, curiosity, and a focus
on strengths, those seeds can grow into confidence, resilience, and positive change.

As we step into this new season together, let’s take the opportunity to notice what’s working,
nurture potential, and help our young people flourish.

Wishing you and your family a bright and hopeful spring.

The Wellbeing Team

“You tried something new today—that took courage.”
“You kept going even when it was tricky.”

Just like the gradual change of seasons, progress doesn’t happen all at once. Recognise
and celebrate effort and improvement:

4. Celebrate Small Steps



Fixture Results

Sporting Achievements

English Schools’ Athletic Association (ESAA)
National Cross Country Championships

Oscar B,  Year 8 attended the English Schools Cross Country
Championships at Sefton Park, Liverpool on Saturday 14th
March.  A premier annual event for young athletes  from 46
counties.

It was an amazing experience and achievement, he came joint
3rd place for the Avon team and 192nd place out of some 300-
350 runners. 
 
Oscar is already looking forward to qualifying for the County
Championships again next year. 

Mr J Utton
Head of Year 8



On Saturday our Year Seven rugby players hosted Wirral Grammar School as part of their mini
tour to the South West. Our guests travelled via Bishop Vesey’s School to play on their way to
Bath, watching the Bath v Saracens on Friday before our fixtures on Saturday.
 
 The U12s acquitted themselves fantastically in the 10 a side fixtures against their strong
opponents with 4 x 10 minute quarters being played. Beechen Cliff were slightly more successful
on one pitch than the other but the attitude and application from all was exemplary and the
sausage rolls were enjoyed by all.
 
 The all boys school from Merseyside are becoming firm friends and there is a hope to strike up
more opportunities to travel and play against each other.

Beechen Cliff Rugby U12s host Wirral Grammar School 

Mr K Morris
Assistant Headteacher - Conduct and Character Development

SPORTS FIXTURES for wc 30th March 2026

Details of upcoming sports fixtures, team sheets and meet times are available on the school SOCS
website - https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374 
 
Below details were correct at the time of publication, however please check the website for up
any changes/updates 



From Beechen Cliff to Apprenticeships:
Alumni Insights for Year 12

We were delighted to welcome back former pupils Max B (S&W) and Alex M T (Turner &
Townsend) to Beechen Cliff School to speak to our current Year 12 students about their
experiences of beginning degree apprenticeships in September.

Max and Alex provided a thoughtful and engaging overview of their individual pathways since
leaving school, offering valuable insight into the transition from sixth form to the workplace.
They spoke candidly about the opportunities and challenges they have encountered so far,
giving students a realistic and well-rounded perspective on what to expect when pursuing an
apprenticeship.

The session was run as an informal Q&A, during which our students asked a range of insightful
questions about application processes, day-to-day responsibilities, and the skills and attitudes
needed to succeed. Sharing their experiences was greatly appreciated and proved highly
beneficial for those considering this pathway.

We are extremely grateful to Max and Alex for giving their time to support and inspire our
students. Their contribution plays an important role in helping to inform and encourage the
next generation of Beechen Cliff apprentices as they begin to explore their future pathways.

Mrs Pascoe
Head of Futures

Careers







We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are
not the responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School.

Community Links

 
 When: Tuesday 14 April 2026, 7:30pm
 Where: The Forum, Bath
 Cost: FREE for B&NES Residents
 

Did you know that residents of Bath & North East
Somerset can experience the magic of a live orchestra

for FREE?

Details of this special offer and how to book your free tickets can be found here:
https://bit.ly/bp43schools

Bath Philharmonia is inviting local
families to experience the thrill of live
music at no cost through their "Bath
Phil for Free" initiative. Join them on
Tuesday 14 April, 7:30pm at The Forum
for an evening of virtuoso brilliance as
Bath Philharmonia is joined by the
incomparable Sir Stephen Hough.
Together, they take on the "Everest" of
piano concertos: Sergei Rachmaninov’s
Piano Concerto No. 3. Widely regarded
as a towering masterpiece of passion
and technical brilliance, this
performance is a landmark event in
Bath’s musical calendar.

https://bit.ly/bp43schools












BATH CROQUET ACADEMY is once again offering an introduction to
croquet over the coming Easter holidays 
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