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Message from the Headteacher

BEECHEN CLIFF WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

This week has seen Joel in Year 9 represent the school in the MNSP Junior Masterchef
competition and the Year 10 Cyber Security Team complete at UWE in the ACE Competition
Final. Many congratulations to all involved and full write-ups are provided later on in the
newsletter

Year 11 pupils have engaged really well with their second set of mock exams this week. We
have been impressed with both the attitude and conduct during what can be a stressful time.
The exams conclude on Monday with Year 13 mocks to follow afterwards.

Finally, today we have
celebrated World Book Day
with lots of fantastic
activities taking place and
a great effort by staff in
dressing up as book
characters!

T.D. Markall
Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers,



Key Notices Calendar

PLANNED ABSENCES

For planned absences please contact the attendance
office attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk for a copy
of the ‘absence request form' which can also be found
on the school website: MNSP Absence Request Form. 

REPORTING ALL PUPIL ABSENCES
All absences from School including late arrivals and
medical appointments are to be reported to School
promptly. Please take note of the following contact
details. 
 

Lower School Pupils 
To report a Lower School absence please call the Main
School direct on 01225 480466 (OPTION 1) OR email the
lower school attendance at 
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Sixth Form Students 
For a Sixth Form student absence please call the School
direct on 01225480466 (OPTION 2) OR you can email
Sixth Form attendance at:
sixthattendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

 

Monday 9  Marchth

Year 13 Mocks commence

Saturday 21  Marchst

PTA pre-loved Uniform and DoFE kit
sale

Wednesday 25  Marchth

School Concert at St Lukes 7-9pm

Friday 27  Marchth

PTA Race Night

30 March -2 April
Bath Theatre School production of
High School Musical

Thursday 2  Aprilnd

Last day of Term

Monday 20  April th

Start of Term 5  

Wednesday 22  Aprilnd

Year 12 Parents Evening (in person)
4.30-8pm

Thursday 30  Aprilth

Year 8 Parents Evening (Remote)
4.40 -8pm

Menu - w/c  9  Marchth

(W) = Contains Wheat Products
(D) = Contains Dairy Products 
(GF) = Gluten Free Option

Monday: Chicken Korma, Sweet Potato and Spinach Curry
Tuesday: Venison and Vegetable Pie (W,GF), Feta and Squash Filo Parcel (W,D)
Wednesday: Roast Turkey, Tomato and Mozzarella Tart (W,D)
Thursday: Honey and Mustard Chicken, Lentil and Aubergine Hotpot
Friday: Spicy Squid and Tomato Pasta (W), Spiced Quorn with Mixed Beans

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to avoid disappointment

Mr D Keal
Chef

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/


We have recently received feedback from our neighbours on Chaucer Road regarding
increased congestion and safety concerns during drop-off and pick-up times.
As we strive to be a school that supports and respects its local community, we would like to
kindly ask for your cooperation in the following areas:
Observing Road Markings: Please take extra care at the junction of Shakespeare Avenue and
Chaucer Road. Adhering to the "Give Way" lines ensures a smooth flow of traffic for
everyone, including residents.
Park and Stride: To reduce congestion directly outside the school gates, we strongly
encourage dropping students at the bottom of the hill. This short walk is a great way for
students to start their day and significantly eases the pressure on these narrow roads.
Neighbourly Courtesy: We ask that all drivers remain patient and mindful of residents trying
to access their homes.
Our priority is the safety of our students and the well-being of the community we share.
Thank you for your understanding and for helping us maintain a positive relationship with
our neighbours.

Traffic on the Avenues

Mr C Hall
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Google Classroom Parent Summaries
Dear Parents and Carers,
 
Parent email addresses are automatically linked to Google Classroom so that parents can
receive summary emails of their son/daughter's homework. At the start of the year, you will
have received an email from Google Classroom inviting you to link your email address with
your son or daughter's Google Classroom and start receiving the summary emails. Parents
must take this step to start receiving the emails. Over the past week, our administration
team is working their way through all Google Classrooms to re-invite parents who had not
accepted the invitation from Google Classroom, or who have joined the school since
September and were not linked with Google Classroom at the time. If you have received one
of these emails, please ensure you follow the link in the email to start receiving the
homework summary emails. 
 
If you have not received one of these emails and you are not currently receiving the
summary emails, please email ssullivan@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk so that you email address
can be linked to your son's/daughter's Google Classroom.
 
Best wishes,
 
Ms S Sullivan
Assistant Headteacher, Teaching and Learning 



Iceland Trip February 2026
I was lucky to recently visit Iceland on a sixth form trip organised by the geography
department. We touched down in Reykjavik for what would be an exciting and educational
adventure

Visiting Iceland allowed us to
see unique volcanic
landscapes such as Grabrok
crater, a dormant volcano
which we traversed, and we
navigated Raufarholshellir
lava tunnel, formed over
5,000 years ago.  We also
saw the infamous
Eyjafjallajokull which erupted
in 2010 and caused most of
Europe’s airspace to shut
down due to the large ash
clouds, the biggest
disruption to aviation since
9/11.  

Above all, my personal
highlight was seeing the
Northern Lights in their full
glory from a snowy hilltop
at midnight

Of course, it wouldn't be a geography trip without a bit of learning involved. Various talks and
experiences had been organised which directly related to our A level topics such as tectonic
hazards, the water cycle and the carbon cycle. 

We saw processes such as rifting and Continental Drift. We visited Thingvellir National Park
where the Althing (Iceland’s parliament) was established in 930 AD and walked along the
constructive boundary running between the North American and Eurasian plates, which are
moving apart 2cm every year.  Seeing Eyjafjallajokull was particularly useful as this is one of the
major case studies we learnt in class

We visited many scenic waterfalls such as Gullfoss, the iconic two-tier waterfall which drops
over 30 metres into the Hvita river, and Skogafoss, the resting place of one of Iceland’s most
famous trolls who can still be seen in the cliff face today. 



Another highlight for me was to
spend free time sightseeing in
Reykjavik to visit the
Hallgrimskirkja church standing
at over 75 metres tall, the Harpa
national concert hall with its
unique glass architecture and
many others.

In conclusion, our trip to Iceland
was an unforgettable experience
which brought our studies to life.
Seeing volcanic landscapes,
glaciers, and geothermal activity
helped bring to life topics we had
only learnt about in the
classroom. The trip was both
educational and exciting, and will
be a trip that I will always
remember

Written by Noah B (Year 13)

Landscape photo credit: Oliver R (Year 13). To see more visit: @orhodes_photography

For the entire trip in images visit: @beechen_cliff_geography

The final element of any memorable school trip is to have lots of fun. We made good use of
ice axes and crampons on a glacier traverse and we luckily didn't lose anyone down a
crevasse. 

One of my favourite aspects was visiting geothermal spas such as the Blue Lagoon where I
experienced Icelandic spa culture and learned how the people of Iceland use the hot springs. 

Beechen Cliff PTA

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust
 

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the
MNSP Trust
 
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm

 



THE LIBRARY NEWS
A calm, quiet space to read and work

World Book Day!

Here are some of the
amazing entries from our
book character potato
competition!

Don’t forget
to spend your
vouchers
before 13th
March.



THE LIBRARY A calm, quiet space to read
and work

More photos and
information will be
included in the
newsletter next
week

The prize winners and some of the other amazing entries!

Keep Reading! Mrs Bridge



Catering and Hospitality 
Joel R, year 9 competed in the Trust Food competition on Tuesday 3  March. He did really
well, unfortunately not quite enough to get the top prize, but this is a great achievement and
we are super proud of his efforts.

rd



Easter Recipes

Easter Cheesecake

Hot Cross Buns Recipe

Some tasty Easter recipes  to try in the lead up to Easter.



Easter Biscuits

Mrs K Galllager
Food Lead

The PTA is organizing its next pre-loved uniform
sale on Saturday 21 March. As part of the sale
and in anticipation of the Duke of Edinburgh
activities after Easter, we are hoping to offer
pre-loved clothing, footwear and equipment for
sale to Duke of Edinburgh participants. All items
should be in good and useable condition and
nothing broken please. 
 
Items can be left as usual in the bin at the main
door of the school.

Beechen Cliff PTA

Duke of Edinburgh Equipment -
Donations



ACE Cybersecurity Competition Final at UWE

We had an excellent day at UWE on Friday at the ACE Cybersecurity Competition Final at
UWE. The year 10 team consisting of Tomas A, Eddie J, Lucas G and Cyrus PD worked well as a
team to achieve second place behind a team of year 12s.

Well done boys!

Ms Jarvis
Head of KS4 and KS5 Computing

Last Friday, we attended the regional finals of the ACE cyber first computing
competition at UWE in Bristol. 

We’d been invited to the event after competing in a first round sent out a few
months prior. During the morning, we were tasked with answering questions on
cyber-security related topics including encryption and cyber attack methods and
responses, many of which required prior knowledge not mentioned anywhere else.
The questions got increasingly more difficult as the day went on, ranging from 10
seconds to 10 minute answers. In the afternoon, we participated in a “battleships”
style task, where we had to solve incoming security threats, all while answering
even more questions and under time pressure. This challenge also became
increasingly more difficult as the questions continued to get in the way of the task,
more and more towards the end of the day. At the end of the day, when the results
were announced, we had placed first in not only our age group but also the year 11
age group above. We were narrowly beaten to the top spot overall by a strong
team of year 12s from a grammar school, with a team of students from Bath
College also disqualified for having an advantageous bug, although they performed
really well. However, we all agree that we performed exceptionally well in the given
conditions.
 

Tomas, Lucas, Cyrus and Eddie, Year 10



https://www.goodhub.com/go/runforbim

https://www.goodhub.com/go/runforbim




Music - Choir (all years) Monday 3.15- 4.10 Recital Room Mr Calvert

Music - Concert
Band/Orchestra (all years) Tuesday 3.15 - 4.10 Recital Room Mr Calvert

Music - Folk Band (all years) Thursday 3.15 - 4.10 Recital room Mr Thompson

Music - Guitar Ensemble
(grade 1 and above)

Thursday 3.15 - 4.10 Mr Diver

Music - Year 7 Ensemble Thursday 12.30- 12.55 Music Centre Mr Calvert

Music - Saxophone Group Thursday 12.00-12.30 MU 3 Miss Fowler

Music Swing Band (years 10,
11, Sixth form)

Wednesday 1.30 - 2.15 Bands room Mr Daniels

Music: Ska Band Friday 3.15-4.10 Bands Room Mr Harriman

  
The School will be presenting its Annual Music Concert on Wednesday 25th March 2026 at
St Luke’s Church, Hatfield Road, (BA2 2BD). 
Several Ensembles will be involved, including Concert Band, Swing Band, Folk Group,
Guitar Ensemble, Choir, Saxophone group and Year 7 ensemble, all presenting a wide range
of repertoire.
 
The Concert will commence at 7.00pm and finish at approximately 9.15pm including a 20
minute interval during which refreshments will be available.
 
Price of admission is £2 via ParentPay.   Please Note: this is a ticketless event and an
electronic record of tickets purchased will be kept to allow admission on the night.
 
We look forward to seeing you at what promises to be an enjoyable evening!
 
Please could I ask parents/carers to ensure pupils are attending rehearsals in preparation
for the concert.

Annual School Concert- Wednesday 25th March 7.00pm,
St Luke’s Church

Mr P E Calvert
Head of Music



EXTRA CURRICULAR

Recent Fixture Results

Our U14 team enjoyed a 2-1 win over
Backwell on Monday 2  March, taking
Beechen Cliff into the Semi Final of the
Somerset Cup! 

nd

Football 

Mr N Quintin
Football

Under 14s v Backwell



Tennis Coaching
 

Blue Sky Tennis are delighted to continue their partnership with Beechen Cliff and reignite the
Thursday Year 7-9 after school tennis session at Bloomfield tennis club just up the road next
term. This club was a great success last year, with 18 pupils signed up and a waitlist! So we are
excited to be able to offer this for the Beechen Cliff pupils once again. 
 

Dates: 5th March - 26th March - 4 week block plus a week extra to make-up if we get hit by bad
weather 
Times: 3:45-4:45pm
Cost: £8 per session (same as last time) so £32 in total for the 4 weeks
Who: Year 7-9 pupils, more aimed at the beginner/improver level to help build confidence and
develop their fundamental skills and technique. 
 

Booking link - this will take you straight to the class booking page:
https://www.classhub.com.au/secure/registration?
providerAlias=blueskytennis&classId=CAD03D8C-BEA3-4D58-A5B7-0B19E53BEFEE 
 

We are also looking to run this as a 10 week block in April-July too. More details to follow in
due course.
 

Shaun Hitchcock
Blue Sky Tennis

SPORTS FIXTURES for wc 9th March 2026

Details of upcoming sports fixtures, team sheets and meet times are available on the school SOCS website
- https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374 
 
Below details were correct at the time of publication, however please check the website for up any
changes/updates 

https://www.classhub.com.au/secure/registration?providerAlias=blueskytennis&classId=CAD03D8C-BEA3-4D58-A5B7-0B19E53BEFEE
https://www.classhub.com.au/secure/registration?providerAlias=blueskytennis&classId=CAD03D8C-BEA3-4D58-A5B7-0B19E53BEFEE
https://www.classhub.com.au/secure/registration?providerAlias=blueskytennis&classId=CAD03D8C-BEA3-4D58-A5B7-0B19E53BEFEE


WELLBEING
Dear Parents and Carers,

In our ongoing focus on children’s wellbeing, we are always reflecting on how the words we use
shape understanding — and self-understanding.

Recently, researchers at King’s College London have been exploring a different way of thinking about
ADHD. Some researchers have suggested that what we currently call Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity
Disorder might also be understood, in part, as a form of “hyper-curiosity.”

This is not an official renaming of ADHD, and the diagnosis remains important for many families in
accessing support. However, the idea invites us to pause and consider an important question:

What if some of the traits we see as difficulties are also expressions of curiosity, creativity and
exploration?

Many children with ADHD show:

In structured environments like classrooms, these traits can sometimes look like distraction or
impulsivity. Yet in other settings — creative work, problem-solving, sport, leadership and innovation
— the very same qualities can be powerful strengths.

A strong drive to explore and ask questions
Deep focus on topics that interest them
Quick, imaginative thinking
High levels of energy
A readiness to respond to what’s happening around them

Words such as deficit can subtly shape how children see themselves. Language does more than
describe — it creates meaning. Over time, the stories children hear about themselves can influence
confidence, motivation and wellbeing.

This does not mean ignoring challenges. Many families manage very real difficulties around
concentration, emotional regulation and school routines. Support, adjustments and sometimes
medical input are vital and valued.

At the same time, we can widen the story

Why Language Matters

Instead of only saying:  

 “They can’t focus,”

we might also notice:

“They focus deeply on things they care about”

Instead of:

“They’re too much,”



The Wellbeing Team

we might consider:

“They bring energy and enthusiasm.”

Both realities can exist together.

Applying This to All Children and Young People

While this conversation has emerged through ADHD research, the principle applies much more broadly.

All children benefit when adults:

Look for what is working as well as what is difficult
Separate behaviour from identity
Stay curious about the need beneath the behaviour
Notice effort, persistence and intention

When a child is restless, withdrawn, oppositional or distracted, we can gently ask ourselves:

What might this behaviour be communicating?
What strengths could be sitting underneath this?
How can I respond in a way that builds identity rather than diminishes it?

Sometimes a child labelled as “bossy” may be showing leadership.
A child described as “quiet” may be deeply reflective.
A young person seen as “argumentative” may be developing critical thinking.

By widening the language we use, we create more space for children to see themselves as capable,
valued and understood — even while they are still learning and growing.

A Gentle Reflection

You might like to notice this week:

When does my child’s curiosity shine?
What captures their attention fully?
When does their energy become an asset?
How do the words I use influence how they understand themselves?

Small shifts in language can make a meaningful difference to how children experience who they are.

Warmest Wishes, 



CAREERS

Beechen Cliff Careers Newsletter
This week’s Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers
publication is published alongside this school
newsletter. 
 
If you would like any further support or information
please let me know at
epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

In addition further information about upcoming
careers opportunitiws are available on the next few
pages

Mrs E Pascoe
Head of Careers 

Mrs E Pascoe
Head of Futures & Level 6 Careers Adviser

We're delighted to announce the sixth
MASSOLIT Video Essay Competition in
partnership with Brasenose College, University
of Oxford.

We're inviting students in Years 10, 11 and 12 to
create a "MASSOLIT-style" video lecture on any
topic of their choice. Entries will be accepted
between 12:00 BST on Friday 27 February 2026
and 17:00 BST on Friday 26 June 2026.

The best entries will be reviewed by a panel of
judges made up of academics from Brasenose
and members of the MASSOLIT team.

This competition is open to pupils from any
secondary school in the world. If you want to see
what a "MASSOLIT-style" lecture is, please check
out our YouTube channel.
 
Please see link for more information.

MASSOLIT Video Essay
Competition 2026 

mailto:epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
https://massolit.io/competition?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--hnxfKmJ_qs1REXzfgJ6SzfA4RFe1NnmZo1pDu6TIwWiTZgv1BIWTbClNtCeN7X4oM-jPDCDn4a921kG4kcvhttI_j3ShJ73WDRMHA2_ZLFPu_bgE&_hsmi=129008028&utm_content=129008028&utm_source=hs_email&authuser=0


Community Links
We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are
not the responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School.











BATH CROQUET ACADEMY is once again offering an introduction to
croquet over the coming Easter holidays 






