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8th May 2026

Message from the Headteacher

BEECHEN CLIFF WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents and Carers,

Written GCSE examinations for Year 11 students are now underway and Year 13 students are about to start
their written A Level exams. Year 7 and 8 pupils also have internal assessments over the next couple of
weeks before half term.

We have high aspirations for all attending Beechen Cliff and encourage everyone to study hard and
prepare the best they can for their exams whatever year group they are in. We wish all those taking
exams all the best with the busy few weeks ahead.

Yesterday Year 13 students enjoyed leavers events with rounders on the field, shirt signing, a final
assembly and a barbeque which was an enjoyable last day before the exams begin.



Mr T D Markall
Headteacher

In another busy sporting week (for those not taking exams) we have again seen lots of cricket and
tennis fixtures taking place. This has included Year 7-10 tennis teams competing against King Edwards
and cricket fixtures against Monkton Coombe, Dauntseys, Bryanston and St Katherines. Well done to
all involved.

Some of our GCSE and A Level Technology pupils had the chance to visit the British Aerospace Museum in
Bristol last Friday (please see Mr Simmons’ article later in the newsletter) and yesterday we were fortunate
to have a representative from Easyjet visit to talk to students in Years 9-12 about career opportunities in
the industry. Both were great events and enjoyed by the students taking part.

Finally, pupils in Years 7-9 have been preparing for Party in the City as part of the Bath Festival. On
Friday 15th May the choir will be performing at 7pm in Bath Abbey as part of the Bath Schools Choir and
the Folk Group will be performing at the Forum at 6.15pm. These events are free to watch and so I hope
many of you will be able to support and enjoy the musical entertainment.



KEYKEY NOTICES

All absences from School including late arrivals and
medical appointments are to be reported to School
promptly. Please take note of the following contact
details. 
 

Lower School Pupils 
To report a Lower School absence please call the
Main School direct on 01225 480466 (OPTION 1) OR
email the lower school attendance at 
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Sixth Form Students 
For a Sixth Form student absence please call the
School direct on 01225480466 (OPTION 2) OR you
can email Sixth Form attendance at:
sixthattendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

 

Friday 22  Maynd

End of Term 5

Monday 1  Junest

Start of Term 6

Wednesday 3  Junerd

Centurion Challenge meeting - 7pm in the
Refectory

Wednesday 24  Juneth

PTA Pre-Loved Uniform Sale 6.45 - 8pm

Monday 13th - Friday 17th July
Activities Week and Year 10 & 12 Work
Experience Week.

Friday 17  Julyth

Last day of term for students

Dates for the DiaryReporting all Absences

  MENU - w/c 11  Mayth

PLANNED ABSENCES

For planned absences please contact the attendance
office attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk for a
copy of the ‘absence request form' which can also be
found on the school website: MNSP Absence Request
Form. 

(W) = Contains Wheat Products
(D) = Contains Dairy Products 
(GF) = Gluten Free Option

Mr D Keal
Chef

*** Updated Information below ***

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to avoid disappointment.  

Monday: Spiced Pork and Bean Casserole, Tomato and Vegetable Pasta (W)  
Tuesday: Chicken with a Tomato and Basil Sauce, Ratatouille Stuffed Pepper
Wednesday: Roast Beef, Mozzarella andPepper Quesadilla (D,W)
Thursday: Chicken and Ham Pie (W,GF), Cauliflower Onion and Cheese Bake (W,D)
Friday: Squid and Prawn Risotto, Veggie Lasagne (W,D)

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/


EXAMINATIONS

All parents should now have received an individual
timetable for this summers externally  timetabled
exams,  and all clashes are resolved on these
timetables.  

Year 11 Externally Timetabled Exams 2026

Sixth Form Externally Timetabled Exams 2026

Mrs J Cotterell
Examinations Officer

The standard timetables are below.

GCSE Modern Foreign Language students will
sit a listening exam followed by a reading exam
on the same day.  Only the listening exam is
shown as seated on individual timetables.  The
reading exam will take place straight after this
and is shown as TBC on individual timetables.

For some examinations students will take two or
more exams together.  Only one exam is shown
as seated on an individual timetable, the other(s)
are shown as TBC, the total duration is shown.  

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust

 
Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the MNSP Trust
 
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm
 

PRELOVED UNIFORM SALE

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cTm39C8iYGnb67GkBGW7jQXQhVQMq7n9hWsuN0fLCII/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13grxiqn1lraFuUFQnfkZLFBuc3BNoRhuLpdHiusw6sY/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Revision and coping with exams
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we approach our terminal exams for Year 11 and Year 13, and our Summer Exams for Years 7-
10 and 12, I wanted to write a short piece about how to approach revision and the exam period. 

Some key principles we teach our students to follow when approaching their revision are: 

Spaced Repetition: Revising information at regular intervals rather than
cramming, which is shown to be 90% more effective.
Active Techniques: Condensing notes into flashcards, mind maps, or post-it
notes, which is more effective than passive reading.
Learning Knowledge: Using practical methods like "look, cover, write, check,"
self-quizzing, or placing post-it notes around the house for daily reading.
Interleaving: Mixing different topics or subjects in a single study session to
improve long-term retention and problem-solving skills.
Dual Coding: Combining written or verbal information with visual aids (like
diagrams or mind maps) to boost understanding and memory.
Applying Knowledge: Practicing with exam-style questions and checking
answers against notes or mark schemes.
Elaboration: Deepening understanding by asking "why" and "how" questions,
explaining concepts in your own words, or teaching the material to someone
else.

Our Beechen Cliff 'How to revise' diagram may be a useful document to read through with your son or
daughter:



Some top tips for success during the exam periods themselves are:

Check your exam information the night before so you know where you are going, at what
time, and what equipment you need to bring
Get an early night- a good night's sleep will be more beneficial than late night cramming
at this stage
Eat well and drink plenty of water
Move your body- do some physical activity that you enjoy during the exam period to help
shake out any nervous energy and keep your mind and body healthy If you are feeling
stressed, talk to someone- your tutor, Head of Year, parent, a trusted friend or teacher

Wishing all of our Beechen students the very best of luck for their exams ahead.

Ms S Sullivan 
Assistant Headteacher - Teaching and Learning)



Year 7 -Food Students

A few images from the
fantastic final dishes created
by Year 7 Food students last
week. They had to create
healthy snacks which reflected
their new kitchen skills, with
some great results.

Mrs K Gallagher
Food Lead

On Friday 1st May, students from Beechen Cliff and other schools in the MNSP travelled to The Bristol
Aerospace Museum. The students were invited by DATA (The Design & Technology Association) to support
an initiative focused on bringing industry closer to education.

The initiative is part of a wider national movement to reconnect education with industry and address the
growing skills gap across engineering, manufacturing and technology. Supported by major employers
including Dyson and Samsung, it is designed to connect up to 1,700 schools in our region with industry,
helping rebuild the future talent pipeline in various supporting roles.

At its heart, the initiative is about ensuring
every young person, regardless of background,
has access to meaningful, inspiring learning and
a clear understanding of future opportunities.
Early engagement with industry plays a vital
role in shaping aspirations, and the programme
is designed to make that access more consistent
and equitable. 

During the event, our students were able to
discuss their opinions regarding the
importance of Design & Technology in the
curriculum and their experiences in primary
and secondary education.. 

Mrs K Gallagher
Food Lead

Mr P Simmons 
Head of Creative Design (including D&T)

D&T British Aerospace Visit - Linking Industry with Education



READING TESTS
As part of the examination weeks, all students will take
their annual reading test. This is to ensure that their
reading skills are continuing to develop and helps us to
identify any students that would benefit from reading
interventions. 

In the weeks before the reading test, I will post
information on Google Classroom with some general
advice and some examples of the type of questions that
will be on the test. You can’t really revise for a reading
test, but knowing what to expect can take some of the
stress away! Remember - the best way to improve your
reading skills is to read regularly. 

If you have any questions about your son’s reading
please get in touch.

Keep Reading!

Mrs Bridge

Congratulations!
to the amazing reading quiz team who came third in the
regional heat of the Senior National Reading Champion
Quiz last term. They have now received their £15 book
tokens. Well done to Lucas A, Jem H and Ben P (Year 8)
and Elliot D (Year 7). 

I am really proud of them for putting themselves
forward to something new and was really pleased with
the way they represented Beechen Cliff in the
competition.

Library 
moving
to L2

During the GCSE and A Level exam season, the
library is used as a small exam centre. The library
will be temporarily moved to L2. 
You can still borrow and return books and use the
space at break and lunchtime for homework and
quiet reading. 

L2 will NOT be open on Fridays as Mrs Punt is
working as an exam invigilator. 

THE LIBRARYNEWS
National Year of Reading 

A calm, quiet space to read and work

Reading is a key skill that unlocks a wealth of
knowledge and has been proven to be beneficial
to you in many ways.
In assemblies this week, students were given
advice of how to support their mental health
while revising. I would like to add the usefulness
of reading as an escape from the real world for a
short time and how the library is a great place to
do some revision or just relax before an exam.

Reading and the Exam Season!



Extra Curricular Activities and Sporting Events

Mr P Macdonald
PE Department

Centurion Challenge 2026
Friday 3rd - Sunday 5th July 202

100 miles in 48 hours
YEARS 9, 10, 11 and the Sixth Form

The Challenge

To leave the main doors of Beechen Cliff at 16:00 on Friday
3rd July, follow the time-honoured route to the Kennet &
Avon Canal and walk to Devizes on the tow path, camp
overnight, then continue to the Parish Church at
Hungerford, return to Devizes and on Sunday 5th July
make your way finally back to Beechen Cliff School by 16:00
to claim to be a Beechen Cliff Centurion.

Why?
The Centurion Challenge has been an honourable tradition
of Beechen Cliff School.   Each year
the challenge raises money for charities chosen by the
challengers.  Last years challenge raised over £10,500 with
monies donated to Cancer Research Association, Teenage
Cancer Trust,  Cancer Research UK, Macmillan Cancer
Support, Bath Cats and Dogs Home, Julian House
Homeless Charity, Alzheimer’s UK, Dementia UK, Wiltshire
and Bath Air Ambulance, Boys in Mind and many more.
There were over 50 charities that benefited directly as well
as the funding of the support of mental health of the pupils
in the school.  We also donate monies to the Canals and
River Trust and St Lawrence Church, Hungerford as a
thank you for the support given to the challengers as they
reach the halfway point.  Also some of the funds raised will
be used to assist the purchase of equipment and clothing
for the provision of Extra Curricular Activities at Beechen
Cliff. 

What you must do to take part . . 
Complete the online ENTRY / MEDICAL FORM 
Use this link to gain access
https://forms.gle/Lhv6bihKNkmwG8xU9  or
alternatively scan the QR code.
 
Following this, the Finance Office will grant access to
the centurion payment item on Arbor. 
Only at this point will you be able to pay your the
ENTRANCE FEE : £100, and finally secure your place.
We would like you to raise Sponsorship in addition to
this, but this is up to you. Details on how to pay this
in online or directly to the school in cash should you
wish , will follow.  Entry to this challenge will close 4
weeks before the event on Monday 1st June and will
be capped at 100.  

All the Centurion Challengers will receive a Centurion
Challengers ‘T’ Shirt, but only the finishers – the
legionnaires that complete the challenge by 16:00
hours on the Sunday will receive a Centurion
Challengers Tie. The names of the first three
challengers to return will be immortalised on the
Centurion Challengers roll of honour! 

The Centurion Challenge 2026 briefing is on
Wednesday 3rd June 7pm in the Refectory 

Mr Richard Steward
Centurion Challenge Co-ordinator

We are proud to offer an extensive range of
sporting opportunities for our students, with
teams, clubs, and fixtures available across a
variety of sports and age groups. Participation in
school sport is a key part of our community, and
we expect all selected students to represent the
school in fixtures as a priority over external club
commitments. This ensures fairness, team
cohesion, and a strong sense of school spirit. 

We encourage parents to support this expectation
and to stay informed about upcoming matches and
events.

Full details of all fixtures can be found on our sports
website:

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?
id=374.

https://forms.gle/DiHpvgaBJKAjgEhR8
https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374.
https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374.


Fixture Results

Beechen Cliff 1st XI Cricket
1st XI beat Bryanston by 6 wickets in the U18
National T20 knockout. Bryanston scored 154,
Beechen needed 16 off the last over, they chased it
down with two balls to spare after three 6's in a
row from Will O. We now face Blundell's in the
next round.

Mr P Macdonald
PE Department

Video of the winning 6

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EgDRttNQlJE7KkLTxECkU2irVR_Zpg1s/view?usp=sharing


SPORTS FIXTURES for wc Monday 11th May 26

Below details were correct at the time of publication, however please check the website (link
earlier)  for up any changes/updates 



WELLBEING

Last week, Susie Ingram had the opportunity to deliver an assembly to our Year 13 students,
focusing on how to manage stress and anxiety in the lead-up to their A level exams using a
solution-focused approach. Susie is an Accredited Solution Focused Practitioner and provides 1:1
therapy to our Sixth Form students in school. 

Many of the points that Susie delivered in her assembly to our Year 13s apply to all students
facing exams, whether that be public exams, mocks or end of year testing. 

She explained that, at this stage in the year, it’s completely normal for students to experience a
mix of pressure, uncertainty, and heightened emotions. During the assembly, she explored how
stress can show up in different ways—some students may feel overwhelmed and put pressure
on themselves to be perfect, while others may find themselves avoiding revision or struggling to
get started. Both responses are common, and importantly, both can be managed.

Rather than focusing on what is going wrong, Susie encouraged students to shift their thinking
towards what is already working well; this included recognising the progress they have already
made—through mocks, coursework, and sustained effort over time—and using that as evidence
that they are capable of coping with the challenges ahead.

A key message Susie shared was the importance of small, manageable steps. Instead of trying to
tackle everything at once, students were encouraged to focus on what would make things just
1% better—whether that’s completing a short revision task, starting a single exam question, or
asking for support. These small actions can significantly reduce anxiety and build confidence
over time.

Susie also discussed practical strategies for managing anxiety in the moment, such as
breathing techniques, focusing on what is within their control, and bringing attention back to
the next immediate step rather than the bigger picture.

Importantly, Susie reminded students that they are not starting from zero. They have already
demonstrated resilience, learning, and progress to reach this point. She encouraged them to
draw on their support networks—friends, family, and staff—when needed.



The Wellbeing Team

You can support your child at home by:

•   Encouraging small, achievable steps rather than perfection
•   Helping them recognise what is already going well
•   Offering calm reassurance and perspective during moments of stress
•   Reminding them that progress, not perfection, is what matters

Susie’s overall message to students was simple: they do not need to feel completely confident to
take action—taking action is what builds confidence. 

To all our students preparing for summer exams, we wish you every success. Remember to
take things one step at a time, recognise how far you’ve already come, and believe in your
ability to achieve your goals.

As always, please do reach out to the Sixth Form or the Lower School Pastoral Team if you
have any concerns or would like further support for your child. We are here to help. 

Careers

Edition 30 of Beechen Cliff’s Future Horizon Careers publication
is published alongside this school newsletter. 
 
If you would like any further support or information please let
me know at epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

In addition further information about upcoming careers
opportunities are available on the next few pages

Mrs E Pascoe
Head of Careers 

Beechen Cliff Careers Newsletter

mailto:epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


Art UK work experience offer.

https://artuk.org/about/work-experience

Summer Work Experience Programme
Are you passionate about pursuing a career in the arts? 
Do you believe in the power of digital to transform lives? 

We’re looking for four enthusiastic participants between the ages of 16–24 to join our
Summer 2026 Work Experience Programme. The programme will be run online and is open
to applicants from throughout the UK.

We welcome and encourage applications from candidates who are underrepresented in the
creative industries, particularly individuals who experience physical, mental, or social
barriers to accessing the arts.

Applications for our Summer 2026 programme are now open.

https://artuk.org/about/work-experience




We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are
not the responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School.

Community Links



http://ruhx.org.uk/walk


Events at Hayesfield’s The Roper Theatre





https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/121113170904?_gl=1*1uhiqmr*_up*MQ..*_ga*OTIzOTg5NTEyLjE3Nzc5MzAzNDk.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3Nzc5Mzc0MjkkbzIkZzAkdDE3Nzc5Mzc0MjkkajYwJGwwJGgw
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