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11th June 2026

Message from the Headteacher

BEECHEN CLIFF WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents and Carers

The Big Future
You may be aware that the Children’s Commissioner is conducting a national survey called The
Big Future. They wish to hear from children and young people across the country and the
survey has been shared with all students on their Google Classrooms. If you wish to find out
more information or support your child with the completion of the survey it is available via the
following link: http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture.

Mobile Phones

Parents of Year 7-10 pupils will have received a letter this week about the changes to our mobile
phone policy for September. We are running a parent information evening on Thursday 9th July
at 6pm to provide for information. If you would like to attend please complete the Google Form
here: 

SEND Coffee Morning

We are hosting a coffee morning on Tuesday 16th June at 9.30am for Beechen Cliff parents to
meet our SENDCo, Mrs Blair, and to find out more information about school support and the
local area offer. To find out more information please contact Mrs Blair -
jblair@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk.

Year 11 Leavers Day

On Monday many (but not all) Year 11 pupils will be completing their final GCSE exam and we
are holding our leavers celebration. This includes a final assembly, short football match (for
those who wish to participate), shirt signing, BBQ and ice cream van. Let’s hope the sun arrives
too!

By the end of next week all GCSE and A Level exams will be complete and we wish students all the
best for the final push!

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeDpJB3IOntd_qNY16B-9HY77VikLDIipqgfR9Qjv9J4D-sqQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=117552568944999744144
mailto:jblair@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


Year 7 Trip to Tintern Abbey 

We have had sun, wind and rain at Beechen Cliff this week and this has also been the case on
the Year 7 trip to Chepstow Castle and Tintern Abbey today. I hope the boys have enjoyed this
humanities trip and aren’t too soggy on their return!

T. D. Markall
Headteacher

By the end of next week all GCSE and A Level exams will be complete and we wish students all
the best for the final push!



KEYKEY NOTICES

Reporting all Absences Dates for the Diary

All absences from School including late arrivals and
medical appointments are to be reported to School
promptly. Please take note of the following contact
details. 
 
Lower School Pupils 
To report a Lower School absence please call the Main
School direct on 01225 480466 (OPTION 1) OR email
the lower school attendance at 
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Sixth Form Students 
For a Sixth Form student absence please call the
School direct on 01225480466 (OPTION 2) OR you can
email Sixth Form attendance at:
sixthattendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

 

PLANNED ABSENCES

For planned absences please contact the attendance
office attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk for a
copy of the ‘absence request form' which can also be
found on the school website: MNSP Absence Request
Form. 

Tuesday 16  Juneth

BCS SEN Coffee Morning 9.30-11.00

Wednesday 24  Juneth

PTA Pre-Loved Uniform Sale 6.45 -
8pm

Thursday 25  Juneth

BCS Art and Photography Show - Art
Block 6-8pm 

Monday 29  Juneth

IGNITE Day

Tuesday 30  Juneth

Year 13 Summer Prom

Wednesday 1  Julyst

Summer Bands Night

Monday 13th - Friday 17th July
Activities Week and Year 10 & 12 Work
Experience Week.

Friday 17  Julyth

Last day of term for students

We have a considerable amount of unclaimed lost property in School. Much the items are high
value items of clothing (including coats) and footwear. All items appear to be un-named. 

If your son has lost any item of uniform or sports kit, please encourage him to visit the school
nurse during a break or lunch time to see if their item is there. 

Please be advised that any items not claimed by the end of June will be donated.

mailto:attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/


Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to avoid disappointment. 

Menu of the week - Week Commencing 15th June

(W) = Contains Wheat Products
(D) = Contains Dairy Products 
(GF) = Gluten Free Option 

Monday: Senegal: Yassa Chicken, Iran: Aubergine and Feta Bake (D)
Tuesday: New Zealand: Lamb and Vegetable Pie (W,GF), Switzerland:
Chaschuechli (W,D)
Wednesday: England: Toad in the Hole with Gravy (W,D,GF), Panama:
Veggie Empanada (W)
Thursday: Uruguay: Chivito (W) Iraq: Aruk
Friday: Qatar: Machboo, Croatia: Sataras
 

Mr D Keal
Chef

If you have been in Bath City Centre recently you cannot have failed to notice that many roads are
closed and will continue to be closed for some time, resulting in buses running way behind
schedule. The inevitable result of this has been that many pupils are arriving late to school citing
traffic issues. 

Many of our pupils who use buses have to change at the Bus Station in town and a majority of
these pupils arrive there in good time, only to wait for a delayed bus to get them to Bear Flat.

Please could you encourage your son or daughter to walk up the hill instead of waiting up to 40
minutes for a delayed bus, it is less than a mile and it will energise them for the day and ensure
they arrive on time! Thank you!

Roadworks, buses and arriving on time to school

Mr C Hall
Designated Safeguarding Lead



Beechen Cliff Auction of Promises

We are excited to launch Beechen Cliff’s Silent Auction of Promises this July to raise
funds for classroom equipment, including a new laser cutter for Technology, and to
support sports and outdoor activities for all pupils.

Donations could include: 

• Skills or services (babysitting, gardening, decorating)
• Lessons or coaching (music, sport, cooking)
• Professional expertise (legal, financial, design, etc.)
• Experiences, tickets, memorabilia, or holiday stays

Every contribution, big or small, makes a difference.

We have already got off to a flying start, thank you!

To donate an auction item, please email Beechen’s Fundraising Lead, Clive Greenhough, at
cgreenhough@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk with a brief description, your name, and contact
number.

Last year, this event raised £6,000, and we would greatly appreciate your support
again this year.

With thanks,

The PTA Auction of Promises Team

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the MNSP
Trust
 
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust

mailto:cgreenhough@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm


 Benefit Related Free School Meals 
 All School Years

If you receive any of the benefits listed below, and your child attends a Bath and North East
Somerset academy or maintained school, please register for benefit related free school meals.
Registration could attract Pupil Premium funding for your child’s school, £1550 per Primary
pupil and £1100 per Secondary pupil. 

Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than
£7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment
periods) 
Income Support 
Income-Based Jobseekers Allowance
Income Related Employment Support Allowance
The Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit
Support under PartV1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

Apply online at https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

Email the team at freeschoolmeals@bathnes.gov.uk

Or call 01225 477277 

Mrs T Layton
BCS Pupil Premium Lead

PRELOVED UNIFORM SALE

https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
mailto:freeschoolmeals@bathnes.gov.u


Keep Reading!

Mrs Bridge

THE LIBRARYTHE LIBRARYTHE LIBRARYNEWSNEWSNEWS
A calm, quiet space to read and work

Reading for the Future: Keeping up to date with reading at Beechen Cliff
This term, I had the privilege of attending the School Library Association’s annual conference in Winchester,
joining librarians from across the country to discuss the future of reading and literacy.I’ve returned with some
exciting new ideas to ensure our provision remains dynamic, inclusive, and engaging for every student. 
Keeping our library relevant and inspiring is part of our core philosophy at Beechen Cliff. I look forward to
sharing these new initiatives with students as we continue to champion reading as a lifelong skill. 

Broadening Horizons: 
We are expanding our definition
of "reading." While traditional
books remain vital, we are
increasingly championing
diverse formats—including
graphic novels, audiobooks, and
podcasts—to engage students
who might not yet see
themselves as "readers."

Valuing Every Student:
 

Ensuring our collection
reflects our school
community. By curating more
contemporary, issue-led
fiction, we want to ensure
every student feels seen and
valued, while also providing
"windows" into the diverse
lives and perspectives of
others.

A "Third Space" for
Learning: 

We are developing the library as
a vibrant "third space" —
somewhere beyond the
classroom and the home where
students can explore ideas,
debate, and engage with media
in a creative, low-pressure
environment.

Navigating the Modern World:
 

In an era of misinformation, we are
strengthening our commitment to media
literacy. We’ll be running activities that help
students think critically about the
information they encounter online, ensuring
they have the skills to navigate the digital
world with confidence.

READING TESTS - Year 10 (Weeks 3 and 4)
As part of the examination weeks, all students will take their annual reading test. KS3 have now completed
their tests. Year 10 will complete their tests over the next two weeks in English lessons. This is to ensure that
their reading skills are continuing to develop and helps us to identify any students that would benefit from
reading interventions. 

I will post information on Google Classroom with some general advice and some examples of the type of
questions that will be on the test. You can’t really revise for a reading test, but knowing what to expect can
take some of the stress away! Remember - the best way to improve your reading skills is to read regularly. 
If you have any questions about your son’s reading please get in touch.

There is so much support for getting teens reading available throught the National Year of
Reading website: https://goallin.org.uk/families-11-plus/

https://goallin.org.uk/families-11-plus/


Comic Competition!Comic Competition!  Comic Competition! 

Get Involved!
Take advantage of the many opportunities available to
show off your literacy skills. Enter one of these
competitions or see if you can read the books on the
Beechen Canon for your year!

Beechen Canon
 

Fifty Books to Read 
Before You Leave! 

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2023/05/Beechen-Cliff-
Canon-Reading-List.pdf

Creative Writing CompetitionCreative Writing Competition  Creative Writing Competition 

All year groups welcome to
enter!

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Beechen-Cliff-Canon-Reading-List.pdf
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Beechen-Cliff-Canon-Reading-List.pdf
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Beechen-Cliff-Canon-Reading-List.pdf


The year 10 business and enterprise class visited Marshfield Farm Ice cream this week. They had
the amazing opportunity to see first hand a successful and growing family business. Students
gained an understanding of the wide variety of areas of the business from, from the milk
production from the 250 cows on the 1100 acre farm to the marketing and branding strategies
used in the product design. 

The group also learned about
the sustainability and
regenerative projects the
company is implementing to
make their ice cream more
environmentally friendly.

Finally, and most importantly,
the group enjoyed a large
variety of the different ice
creams that Marshfield makes.
This was a particular highlight
for the majority of the group! 

Mr A King
Business Studies Teacher

Business Year 10 Business Enterprise Visit - Marshfield Farm

Bands Night
The upcoming Summer Bands Night will be held on Wednesday 1st July.

As always, this is sure to be an incredible evening of life music from
student bands across the school! If you would like your band to take
part in this event, please speak to Mr Harriman as soon as possible if
you have not done so already.

More details to follow in due course.

Mr S Thompson
Music Department



BEECHEN CLIFF YOUNG MUSICIAN 2026BEECHEN CLIFF YOUNG MUSICIAN 2026BEECHEN CLIFF YOUNG MUSICIAN 2026

CALLING anyone who enjoys playing an instrument or Singing in Years 7-10.

You are invited to take part in the
Beechen Cliff Young Musician of the Year
House Competition 

no matter what level - a grade is NOT
required
no matter if you have instrumental lessons
or not
no matter whether you have learned from
a teacher, a friend, a Grandparent or from
the internet.

It is all about performing music! 

It could be a piece that you have made up
yourself, a grade piece, it could be the piece
you are studying at present OR it could simply
be something that you enjoy playing. The thing
is that ANYTHING is acceptable so long as it is
you performing.

If you wish to enter please email
music@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk with your
name, tutor group, name and composer of
your piece and your instrument.

The deadline for entries is Friday 19th June
at 3.15pm.

First round auditions will take place from
Monday 22nd June. House points will be
awarded to all participants!

The final will be held on Monday 6th July in the School Hall.

Good Luck and get practising!

Hospitality and Catering 
We have had a busy few weeks in the Food Classroom! Year 9s
have been focusing on manufacturing an exact batch of
decorated cupcakes, with some tasty looking results.

Year 10s have been very busy
building their skills in preparation
for their practical mocks in
September. They have been
making Lemon Meringue Pies,
Brioche and glazing Bread Rolls. 

Mrs Kathryn Gallagher
Food Lead, 6th Form SEND, 



Art and Photography ShowArt and Photography ShowArt and Photography Show



BEECHEN CLIFF SCHOOL:
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS
COFFEE MORNING

A friendly, informal opportunity for parents and carers to come together
and discuss special educational needs, ask questions or just find out more
about how to access help.

EVENT DETAILS

Where: Beechen Cliff School
When: Tuesday 16th June, 09:30-11:00
Why attend? This is an informal opportunity to learn about SEND support both at Beechen
Cliff school and locally.
Who is welcome? All parents and carers of pupils from Year6-Year 13 who are (or are soon to
be) part of the Beechen Cliff community.
How? Please complete the link here to let us know you are coming. 

GUEST ORGANISATIONS

The session will be attended by:
SENDIASS (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information, Advice and Support
Service for parents & carers of children and young people with SEND): They will explain their
service and how they work with schools and other organisations to support the best possible
outcomes for children and young people.

For further information about SENDIASS:

The Parent Carer Forum: A not-for-profit group run by parents, for parents, passionate about
supporting families who have children with SEND.

Email: sendias@bathnes.gov.uk 
Phone: 01225 394382
Website: sendiasbathnes.org.uk

For further information about Parent Carer Forum: 

Email: enquiries@banespcf.co.uk 
Phone: 01761 502515
Website: https://banespcf.co.uk/  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdD3DaHBF0zJzoxnRwQrqSQZ35T0UmZzYFrvIDuZkA2Lcs9wg/viewform
mailto:sendias@bathnes.gov.uk
mailto:sendias@bathnes.gov.uk
http://sendiasbathnes.org.uk/
https://banespcf.co.uk/
https://banespcf.co.uk/


Extra Curricular Activities and Sporting Events

Recent Fixture Results

We are proud to offer an extensive range of
sporting opportunities for our students, with
teams, clubs, and fixtures available across a
variety of sports and age groups. Participation
in school sport is a key part of our community,
and we expect all selected students to represent
the school in fixtures as a priority over external
club commitments. This ensures fairness, team
cohesion, and a strong sense of school spirit. 

We encourage parents to support this expectation
and to stay informed about upcoming matches and
events.

Mr P Macdonald
PE Department

Full details of all fixtures can be found on our
sports website.

Centurion Challenge 2026
Friday 3rd - Sunday 5th July 202

100 miles in 48 hours

Entries for this years Challenge will close this weekend
If you wish to enter please complete the online ENTRY/MEDICAL FORM.  Use this  LINK  to gain
access. 
 
Following this, the Finance Office will grant access to the centurion payment item on Arbor.  Only then
will you be able to pay your the ENTRANCE FEE : £100, and finally secure your place.  

Mr Richard Steward
Centurion Challenge Co-ordinator

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374
https://forms.gle/DiHpvgaBJKAjgEhR8
https://forms.gle/DiHpvgaBJKAjgEhR8


SPORTS FIXTURES for wc Monday 15th June 26

Advance details below for week commencing 8th June as planned at the time of publication. and
are potentially be subject to change.  Please check the website (link)  for up any changes/updates. 

Centurion Challenge - Marshalling Assistance
Volunteers at Marshalling locations playa critical role in the successful running of the challenge. It cannot
run without your help.  If you can assist in any way,  marshalling or indeed in any other capacity, please
complete the Google Document by using this link:

Please indicate what days/ times you are available as this will help in the allocation of the co-ordination
marshalling points.  

To be aware and bear in mind,  as soon as the challenge has moved beyond the Devizes Base Camp, travel
time will increase from 50 minutes to over an hour and, as the Challenge starts at 06:00 on both Saturday
and Sunday, so some points have a very early start time, with others a late finish.   The opening /closing
time of each check point depends upon how spread out the challengers are, and this will vary greatly
during the day.

Thank you in advance for any assistance you may be able to offer

Mr Richard Steward
Centurion Challenge Co-ordinator

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374
https://forms.gle/DSCdcGPG5F7HVNDE6


The Wellbeing Team.

The Wellbeing Team.
Celebrating Pride Month: Belonging, Inclusion and Being

Yourself
June is Pride Month, a time to celebrate diversity, inclusion
and the unique strengths that every member of our school
community brings.

At Beechen Cliff School, one of our core values is respect.
We believe that everyone deserves to feel safe, valued and
accepted for who they are. Pride Month provides an
opportunity to reflect on how we can continue to build a
community where all young people, including those who
identify as LGBTQ+, experience a genuine sense of
belonging.

As parents and carers, one of the most powerful things we
can do is help young people feel heard, understood and
accepted. Taking time to listen, showing interest in their
experiences and reminding them of their strengths can have
a lasting impact on their wellbeing and confidence.

This month, we encourage our school community to think
about:

Together, we can continue to create a community where every young person feels proud to
be themselves, confident in who they are, and hopeful about their future.

Thank you for your ongoing support in helping us build a school culture based on respect,
compassion and inclusion for all.

What helps people feel that they belong?
How do we show kindness and respect to those around us?
What small actions can we take to make our school even more inclusive?
What strengths do we see in ourselves and others?



Careers

This week’s Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication is
published alongside this school newsletter. 
 
If you would like any further support or information please let me
know at epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
In addition further information about upcoming careers opportunitiws
are available on the next few pages.

Mrs E Pascoe
Head of Futures

Beechen Cliff Careers Newsletter

Get Noticed: Networking & Standing Out
Webinar –  15th June at 5:30pm

In an increasingly competitive landscape, strong grades alone are rarely enough to help young
people stand out. This webinar sees Bella from Tinker Tailor, one of the UK’s leading careers
advisory teams, join Off Script Gen, a company focused on future careers, AI disruption and
entrepreneurship, to share practical insights into what employers are looking for now and how
students can build a profile that demonstrates capability beyond qualifications.

Bella will explore the factors that contribute to employability success, from academic
achievement and skills development to meaningful experiences and the power of building
professional networks

The session will cover: 

Building a CV that doesn’t blend into the crowd 
Networking in a way that feels authentic and purposeful 
Developing experiences and skills that demonstrate capability 
Understanding what employers are prioritising today 
Practical steps students can take this summer to strengthen their profile 

This isn’t about doing more; it’s about making smarter choices and helping young people take
ownership of their futures with confidence and clarity. 

Limited numbers. Free to attend. Bring someone who’s been putting this off. Register today
https://offscriptgen.com/webinars/

Year 12 and Parents/Carers

mailto:epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
https://offscriptgen.com/webinars/


Community Links

We are happy to promote local businesses and community events. Please note these are
not the responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School.





Water Safety





Bath Philharmonia is inviting local
families to kick off their summer with
an unforgettable night of live music at
no cost through their "Bath Phil for
Free" initiative. On Thursday 25 June
at The Forum, experience an evening
of incredible energy headlined by
rising cello sensation Sterling Elliott.
Alongside guest conductor Kerem
Hasan, the orchestra will bring to life
a vibrant programme which sparkles
with the wit and energy of Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart's Marriage of Figaro
Overture, the lyrical brilliance of
Camille Saint-Saëns' Cello Concerto
No. 1, and the explosive, cinematic
rhythms of Alberto Ginastera's Dances
from Estancia. It is the perfect
opportunity for young people and
families to discover the power of a live
orchestra together.

 Free Tickets for Families – Bath Philharmonia
at The Forum

Did you know that residents of Bath & North East Somerset can experience the magic of a live
orchestra for FREE?

When: Thursday 25 June 2026, 7:30pm
Where: The Forum, Bath
Cost: FREE for B&NES Residents

Details of this special offer and how to book your free tickets can be found here:
https://bit.ly/bp43schools

Don't miss out on this incredible musical experience!

https://bit.ly/bp43schools








Starring Beechen Cliff
Starring Beechen Cliff
Starring Beechen Cliff

Pupils!Pupils!Pupils!
Starring Beechen Cliff

Pupils!



Pathways Study – 
University of Bath
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