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Welcome to Beechen Cliff
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WHAT IS YOUR IDENTITY ON THE ACE PROGRAMME?
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● A Beechen Cliff student (possibly a boarder)
● A role model to younger pupils
● Part of the rugby programme

WHAT IS YOUR IDENTITY ON THE ACE PROGRAMME?

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME
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To enable our students to achieve their aspirations and become 
well-rounded confident and compassionate individuals who go on 

to live a fulfilled life and make a positive contribution to society.

WHAT IS THE VISION

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME
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Sixth Form Entry Criteria
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A Level study: x5 Grade 6s (plus entry 
criteria for individual subjects)

Level 3 Sport: Invite Only - and dependent 
on gaining x5 Grade 4s 

Students on both pathways must have 
gained Grade 4s in both English Language 
and Maths

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME
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ACE Rugby Programme

How do I apply? 
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Bath Rugby 
&

Beechen Cliff School

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME



www.beechencliff.org.uk Please mention ACE rugby in your 
application form

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME

Saturday 17th October 
2026 - Open Morning



Deadline for Applications:

Friday 11th December 2026
Interviews for external applicants will take place during 

January-March 2027.

Interviews for internal applicants will take place during 
the school day in March 2027.
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ACE CHAMPIONS 2025

Aspiration        Compassion        Independence        Respect



Physics Department

             

Aspiration        Compassion        Independence        Respect

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME



Physics Department

             

Aspiration        Compassion        Independence        Respect

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME



Physics Department

             

Aspiration        Compassion        Independence        Respect

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME



Physics Department

             

Aspiration        Compassion        Independence        Respect

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME



Physics Department

             

Aspiration        Compassion        Independence        Respect

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME



Physics Department

             

Aspiration        Compassion        Independence        Respect

WHY Beechen cliff?
 

o Alignment

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME
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WHY Beechen cliff?

To enable our pupils and 
students to achieve their 

aspirations and become 
well-rounded, confident 

and compassionate 
individuals who go on to 
live fulfilled lives and 

make a positive 
contribution to society.

To create a culture that 
inspires and grows our people 
to achieve their full sporting 
and human potential, through 

high-quality shared 
experiences and strong 

relationships 

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME
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WHY Beechen cliff?

o Facilities 

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME

o Geographical location

o Academic flexibility 

o Alignment 

o Option of Boarding
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Accelerating someone in academics
o Peer group of optimal ability AND size
o Outstanding teacher and SUPPORT STAFF E.G. TEACHING ASSISTANT
o An appropriate curriculum 
o Increased contact time
o Well-equipped facilities (classroom and resources)  

WHY IS BEECHEN CLIFF SO SUCCESSFUL?

Accelerating someone in rUGBY UNION 
o Peer group of optimal ability AND size
o Outstanding COACHES and SUPPORT STAFF E.G. S&C, MEDICAL , ANALYSTS
o An appropriate curriculum (Game model) 
o Increased contact time
o Well-equipped facilities (pitches, equipment, ETC)  

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME
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Bath Rugby ACE School
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Our Aspiration: 

To be the best state school rugby programme in the 
country.

For our ACE programme:

- To help players achieve Academic and Sporting 
Success.

- To give players the opportunity to be the best 
player they can be.

What this looks like: 

● Programme of approximately 80 players
● 3 teams 

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME
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ACE RUGBY PROGRAMME STAFF

 Dan Read
Academy Physical 

Performance Coach

Louis Messer
Academy/ACE Backs 

Coach

Oli Bride
Academy Analyst

Craig Lilley
Head of Academy

Tom Burns
Academy 

Physiotherapist

Luke Charteris
Academy/ACE 

Forwards Coach

Andy Hall
Head of Rugby

Pat Macdonald
Director of Sport

Bath Academy 
Physical Performance 
Placement Student- 

Archie  Marston

Bath Academy 
Physiotherapy 

Placement Student- 
Megan Blythe

Tommy McLean
Development squad 

Forwards Coach

Geraint Lewis
Development squad  

Backs Coach

Claire Avenell
Development squad 

Sports Therapist

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME

Chris Offley 
Academy Program 

Performance 
Manager
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Performance squad:
-Training 4 x per week
-Gym sessions x 4 per week
-Physio support 
-Skills sessions 
-S&C support
-Analysis x 1-2 per week

~30 players

development squad:
-Training 3-4 x per week
-Open gym slots
-S&C support/program 
-Physio support
-Analysis x 1-2 per week

~25 players

beechen squad:
-Training x 2 per week
-Open gym slots
-S&C support/program
-medical support
-analysis x 1 per week

~25 players

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME
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Max Hooper - Bath Rugby
Ex-Beechen Cliff School ACE Graduate
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1rWbV48dNsM57OoQyq18Xx0evTvS6Seyp/preview
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Why Beechen Cliff? 
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● Aspiration- you want to be the best rugby player
● Environment- Beechen Cliff provides an excellent 

environment for your studies and rugby
● Experience- state boarding, mixed sixth form and 

other opportunities 
● Success- in the classroom, on the pitch and routes 

into higher education and professional rugby
 

BEECHEN CLIFF & BATH RUGBY ACE PROGRAMME
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If you’re interested in Boarding, we can 
arrange a tour today.

Coffee and tea will be available in the 
refectory before the carousel activities start
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Carousel Activities

First session starts at 11:45am 
Green- Performance, Development and Beechen 
squads and DiSE-  Recital Room
Red- The weekly program-  C4     
Yellow- S&C/Medical Support- P4

After these sessions, there will be tea/coffee and an informal 
chat/questions in the refectory 
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