
Aspiration             Compassion              Independence              Respect

10th September 2026

Message from the Headteacher

BEECHEN CLIFF WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Welcome back to a new school year!

Examination Results

At the start of the year, I must also congratulate our outgoing Year 11 and 13 students on an
excellent set of examinations results in the summer.

At GCSE, 87% of grades achieved were grades 9-4 and 37% were grades 9-7, well above the
national averages for England this year.

It has been lovely to welcome students back to school this week after the summer break
and I hope it has been a positive start to the term whether a returning student or new to
the school. I hope all new students and staff will settle in quickly and soon feel fully part of
the Beechen Cliff Community and I wish everyone a happy and successful year ahead. 

83% of pupils achieved a grade 4 or above in both English and Maths (70% achieved a grade
5 or above vs 46% nationally) and 55% of pupils achieved the EBacc. These excellent results
have given them a strong basis for the next stage of their education and students are now
moving on to Sixth Form, College, Apprenticeships and, in a couple of cases, professional
sports contracts. 



At A Level, 30% of grades achieved were A*/A grades,
60% were at A*-B and 85% of grades were at A*- C, also
above the national average for England this year.
Students studying vocational courses also achieved
excellent results with an average grade of a Distinction.

85% of our Year 13 students are about to embark on their
next steps at University with many others embarking
upon a gap year first before applying next year. 55% of
applicants gained a place at a Russell Group university.
Our most popular university destinations this year were
the universities of Manchester, Exeter and Cardiff. We
have also had a very successful year for apprenticeship
applicants with students beginning their careers in Real
Estate, Chartered Surveying, and Policing. Other fantastic
destinations include the armed forces, professional
sporting contracts and employment.



T. D. Markall
Headteacher

A big congratulations to all students on their examination results and we wish them all
the very best with their next steps in education or employment.

Looking ahead

Moving forward, it’s exciting to think about the opportunities in the year ahead. I look
forward to working with you all and hope to see many of you at our parent information
evenings or other events throughout the school year. 



KEY NOTICES

Reporting all Absences Dates for the Diary

All absences from School including late arrivals and
medical appointments are to be reported to School
promptly. Please take note of the following contact
details. 
 
Lower School Pupils 
To report a Lower School absence please call the
Main School direct on 01225 480466 (OPTION 1) OR
email the lower school attendance at 
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Sixth Form Students 
For a Sixth Form student absence please call the
School direct on 01225480466 (OPTION 2) OR you
can email Sixth Form attendance at:
sixthattendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

 

PLANNED ABSENCES

For planned absences please contact the
attendance office
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk for a copy of
the ‘absence request form' which can also be found
on the school website: MNSP Absence Request
Form. 

Monday 6  Septemberth

First day of term for all pupils

Thursday 17th September
SEND Coffee Morning 8.30-10am Library
Prospective Parents Open Evening 6-8pm

Thursday 24th September
Prospective Parents Open Morning 9-11am

Tuesday 22nd September
Year 7 Parents Information Evening 6-7pm 

Wednesday 23rd September
Year 13 Parents Information Evening 6-7pm 

Tuesday 29  Septemberth

Year 11  Parents’ Information Evening 6-7pm 

Thursday 1st October 
Year 10 Parents’ Information Evening  6-7pm

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS OPEN EVENTS - FOR 2027
ENTRY
Prospective Parents Open Evening - Thursday 17  September 2026th

Prospective Parents Open Morning - Thursday 24th September 2026

No booking is necessary for these events

Please allow extra time for your journey due to ongiong roadworks at Bear Flat near
the school.

No parking on site. Please park on the Lower field aceess via Greenway Lane

Saturday 19th September
Pre Loved Uniform Sale - 10am-12

mailto:attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/


Welcome Back and Updates from 
Mr Morris, Assistant Headteacher

After a busy and memorable end to the Summer Term, including Activities Week, Work
Experience and the celebration of our pupils’ achievements through the examination results, it
has been a wonderfully positive start to the new academic year. The summer break already
feels a distant memory as we have welcomed everyone back to Beechen Cliff and begun what
promises to be another exciting and rewarding year.

The first few days of term have been an important opportunity for the Pastoral Team to re-
establish the routines, systems and expectations that underpin daily life at Beechen Cliff.
Following the long break, it is important that these are revisited so that everyone is clear about
what is expected and feels confident and prepared for the year ahead. As pupils returned on
Monday, they were welcomed by their Head of Year and began the process of settling back into
school through assemblies, before meeting with their tutors to revisit timetables, routines and
the high standards we expect in relation to organisation, behaviour and attendance as well as
our new phone pouch system; of which the presentation is linked below. We want every pupil to
begin the year in the best possible position to embrace the opportunities and challenges that lie
ahead.

Over the course of the coming week, we also ask you to look out for an introductory email from
your son’s tutor. This will provide an opportunity for tutors to introduce themselves and
establish that important first point of contact should you need to get in touch during the year.

As we do at the beginning of each academic year, we have also taken time as a community to
reflect upon and reaffirm our commitment to the values that define Beechen Cliff. Pupils and
staff have signed the School Charter, demonstrating their commitment to upholding our shared
values of aspiration, compassion, independence and respect, and contributing to a community in
which everyone can aspire to achieve their potential and develop into confident, compassionate
and well-rounded individuals who go on to live fulfilled lives and make a positive contribution to
society.

Alongside the School Charter, pupils have undertaken dedicated teaching and reflection around
our Pledge of Respect before formally committing to its principles. The Pledge has been
developed by our pupils, through the work of the Anti-Bullying Ambassadors and Senior Prefect
Team, and provides practical guidance on how we can all support one another, demonstrate
respect and challenge behaviours that may cause harm or offence. It also highlights sources of
support and encourages our pupils to have the confidence to speak up when something is not
right.

At the heart of this are four simple but powerful commitments:

We treat all people with KINDNESS and COMPASSION.
We ASPIRE to be a community where everyone is free to be themselves.
We RESPECT the rights and needs of every member of our school community.
We are INDEPENDENT in our understanding of what is right, and do the right thing even
when no one is looking.



By making these commitments, our pupils recognise the importance of respecting and
celebrating difference, supporting one another and treating everyone fairly and equally,
regardless of their individual characteristics. Our ambition is for every member of the Beechen
Cliff community to enjoy a positive experience of school and to leave with a positive impression
of the community of which they are a part.

We would encourage you to talk with your son or daughter about the work undertaken this
week and the commitments they have made. These conversations at home are an important way
of reinforcing the messages and values we are establishing in school. Should you have any
questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact your son’s tutor, who will be happy to
offer advice or direct you to the most appropriate member of the pastoral team.

Please also take the opportunity to review the Home School Agreement linked below. This sets
out the respective roles and responsibilities of pupils, parents and the school, and reinforces
our shared commitment to ensuring that every pupil is able to thrive. Sometimes, the simplest
things make the biggest difference: ensuring that your son or daughter arrives each day with
the correct equipment, dressed appropriately and ready to learn is a great way to support a
successful start to the year.

We are looking forward to the months ahead with real optimism. Here’s to a year filled with
kindness, ambition, progress and achievement, and to another successful year for the whole
Beechen Cliff community

Home School Agreement Link:

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Home-School-Agreement-
2026-Sixth-Form-PUBLIC-.docx-1.pdf

Mobile Phone Presentation Link (from July 2026):

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Yondr-Pouch-
Presentation-For-Website.pdf

Mr K P Morris
Assistant Headteacher (Conduct & Character Development)

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Home-School-Agreement-2026-Sixth-Form-PUBLIC-.docx-1.pdf
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Home-School-Agreement-2026-Sixth-Form-PUBLIC-.docx-1.pdf
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Yondr-Pouch-Presentation-For-Website.pdf
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Yondr-Pouch-Presentation-For-Website.pdf


We recognise that attendance is not always straightforward. Barriers can arise—whether related to
anxiety, physical health, special educational needs, family challenges, or morning routines. Please know
that we are here to work with you. If your child is struggling or finding the transition back into school
difficult, we urge you to reach out early - please contact your son’s/daughter’s tutor or Head of Year to
discuss ways in which we can support them.

Welcome Back: The Power of a Strong Start 
and Good Attendance

As we begin the new academic year at Beechen Cliff, I am writing to welcome all returning pupils and
extend a warm welcome to those families joining our school community for the first time. The start of
September represents a clean slate, a chance to set high standards, and an opportunity for every pupil to
build strong habits that will support them throughout the year.

Punctuality in the morning is also vital, as it sets up every pupil to have a successful day in school. Traffic
and buses are a particular issue on Bear Flat at the moment due to ongoing roadworks. These are due to
last until the end of November, so travel times may well need to be adjusted to allow for likely delays in
getting to school.

I wish all our pupils, students and their families a happy and successful academic year

Mr C Hall
Designated Safeguarding & Attendance Lead

At Beechen Cliff, we want every student to thrive academically, socially, and emotionally. The single
most critical foundation for this success is simple: being here, on time, every day. It is important to
remember that attendance is vital for personal development. Missing school means missing out on
sports, clubs, pastoral support, and the daily social interactions that build confidence, friendships, and a
strong sense of belonging. 

The Government has expanded eligibility for Free School Meals from September 2026,
meaning more families receiving Universal Credit may now qualify.

Many families who have not previously qualified may now be eligible, so we encourage you to
check.

To apply, please visit:-

https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/form/apply-free-school-meals

Any questions you can contact:-

Bath & North East Somerset Council
Tel: 01225 477277
Email: freeschoolmeals@bathnes.gov.uk

Could Your Child be Eligible for Free School Meals?

https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/form/apply-free-school-meals


Prospective Parents Evening

One of the great strengths of being part of the Beechen Cliff community is the many
opportunities our pupils have to contribute to school life and to represent the school. One such
opportunity is our forthcoming Prospective Parents’ Evening on Thursday 17 September between
6-8pm, where we will welcome Year 5 and 6 pupils and their families who are considering
Beechen Cliff for their secondary school. 

As outlined in our start-of-term arrangements, school will finish at 1.30pm on this day to allow
for setting up for the evening. Whereas Years 7-9 will have their lunchtime before departing,
Year 10 & 11 Pupils will be leaving before their lunch, therefore there will be no hot lunch for
them that day; alternative food will be available during the morning break. Pupils will have the
opportunity to have the afternoon at home before returning to school for the evening. Pupils will
have the opportunity to have the afternoon at home before returning to school for the evening.

We are requesting Year 7 and Year 8 pupils, Year 11 Prefects and Sixth Form students to act as
tour guides for the evening and to attend school from 5.15pm to 8pm to support with guiding or
to help in subject areas. We would also be delighted if pupils from other year groups also joined
us to support with the evening.

It is an excellent opportunity and our pupils are always wonderful ambassadors for their school
who the guests comment so favourably about and gain so much from the interaction.

To confirm you are happy for your child to take part, please complete the following Google Form
by Monday 14 September: Permission form -   Prospective Parents Evening Thursday 17th
September. 

Mr K P Morris
Assistant Headteacher

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the MNSP
Trust
 
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe0nU6YBZi1SYKq_40--dD9HwWmCqsGDdpoM2whPaWqtHuh0w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe0nU6YBZi1SYKq_40--dD9HwWmCqsGDdpoM2whPaWqtHuh0w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe0nU6YBZi1SYKq_40--dD9HwWmCqsGDdpoM2whPaWqtHuh0w/viewform
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm


We are delighted to begin September with 31 fantastic young men in Beechen House and to
welcome 14 new boarders to our boarding community.  It has been wonderful to see both
new and returning students settling in and embracing the opportunities of a new academic
year.

The start of term is always an exciting time, and we look forward to getting to know our
boarder's and supporting all our students as they grow, learn, and thrive throughout the
year ahead.

We wish all our boarders and their
families a very happy and successful
start to the academic year.

Mrs Moorhead, Mr Hill
 and the Boarding Team

Boarding



Whether you're brand new to our school community or a familiar face returning after the
summer, welcome! We hope you all had a wonderful break. 

So, what actually is the Beechen PTA?
Here's a secret: if your child goes to this school, you're already a member. No forms, no fees —
you're in

The PTA has a core working committee consisting of the following folk.

Chair Benedict Doonan (Year 8 parent) 
Secretary Jane Gibbons (Year 11 parent)
Treasurer Hadid Vera Llamas Cruz (Year 10 parent)

In addition, we have a regular roster of eight to ten parents and teachers who attend committee
meetings and volunteer their time. They are a dedicated troop who show up to run events, raise
funds, and make things happen. And honestly? For a school this size, that's a tiny team doing a
lot of heavy lifting. Imagine what we could achieve with a few more hands.

Where does the money go?

Every quiz night, every uniform sale, every
ticket you buy genuinely makes a difference.
Last year we raised £20,000+ and those funds
are ploughed back into the school to improve
both the school’s facilities and the services
such as Student Mental Health and Wellbeing.
These important funds can often bridge the
gaps in a tight school budget. 

How can you help? 

We would like a handful more volunteers to
help us run each event. You won’t be
committing to every PTA event but if we had
another thirty or so parents who could give up
their time for one event in the school calendar
this would be hugely appreciated. 

If that sounds like it could be you — whether
you want to jump in with both feet or just
dip a toe — get in touch with Benedict at
chair@beechenpta.org.

Welcome back!

Beechen Cliff PTA

UPCOMING SALE



You may be aware that roadworks at Bear Flat began earlier this summer and are expected to
continue until late November

The project includes:

As always, we encourage anyone who can use local bus services or walk to and from school to do
so. This helps reduce congestion around the avenues surrounding the school and on Wellsway,
making journeys safer and easier for everyone.

For those needing to drive, we would normally encourage you to use the informal one way system
by entering via Shakespeare Avenue, dropping off near the gate at the top of Kipling Avenue and
exiting via Kipling Avenue. Alternatively, many parents choose to drop their children off at the car
park by Cook on Bear Flat and children walk up the hill, reducing traffic congestion on the
avenues.

However, during the roadworks, temporary traffic arrangements are in place and therefore please
allow extra time for your journey. 

Until Friday 18th September, contractors will be working on the first phase of construction,
including installing a raised crossing on Shakespeare Avenue. During these works, northbound
traffic will not be able to turn right into Shakespeare Avenue.

Parents and carers approaching from
the south of Bath are advised to enter
the area via Devonshire Buildings,
Longfellow Avenue or Milton Avenue,
then continue along Chaucer Avenue
to join Shakespeare Avenue. From
there, please follow the informal one-
way system, dropping off near the top
of Kipling Avenue before exiting via
Kipling Avenue.

Drivers approaching from Bath and
travelling south will still be able to
turn left into Shakespeare Avenue and
should follow the usual informal one-
way route (as described above).

 • Improved bus facilities
 • New raised continuous crossings at Hayes Place, Bruton Avenue and Shakespeare Avenue
 • Changes to the Wells Road crossing to make it safer and more convenient for pedestrians

Bear Flat Road Works



BEECHEN CLIFF SCHOOL

LIBRARY NEWS
Welcome Back: The books have missed you!
I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce new
pupils and parents to the library and to remind
current pupils and parents of some of the ways the
library can be used

Resources
We have around 4000 books, magazines and graphic
novels, a listening station for audiobooks, quizzes,
puzzles, games and much more. All pupils are able to
borrow two items for up to three weeks. After this
time they must return the items, or bring them back
to the library to be renewed for a further three weeks

If books are not returned on time, the pupils will
receive a reminder via email and their tutor. Books
should always be signed out with the librarian and
returned to the return box (not put back on the
shelves). 

Note: any previous overdue books have now been
marked as ‘lost’. Your son will only receive notices
about this year’s overdue books.

READING TIP
Families: Share a Book!

Leave a popular book in a communal space
at home. Each family member uses their
own bookmark to race or discuss!

OPENING TIMES

Mon - Thu: 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Homework Club: Daily until 4:30

Students are welcome to come to the
library after school to change their book
and chat about reading. After 3.30, all
students must be engaged in homework
activities or silent reading to ensure all
students get the support they need. 

Our library is a safe,
welcoming space for all,

supporting 
a love of reading and

learning across the school
community.

LITERACY OPPORTUNITIES
Watch this space for lots of exciting competitions,
challenges and opportunities over the coming months. 

Questions? Contact Mrs Bridge (Library Lead & Literacy Coordinator) •
laura.bridge@beechencliff.org.uk

"The library is for everyone. Keep reading!"

mailto:laura.bridge@beechencliff.org.uk


Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the first edition of our Mental
Wellbeing Newsletter.

We hope you’ve all had a lovely summer and
that the new academic year has got off to a
good start. 

A very warm welcome to all our new students,
parents and carers. We’re really pleased to have
you as part of our school community.

Each week, members of our Wellbeing Team
will be sharing ideas, resources and things to
think about that we hope will be useful in
supporting the wellbeing of our students and
families.

Our resident solution focused practitioners,
Susie Ingram and Tara Gretton, provide one-
to-one support and group work for students
through our counselling service. We are both
solution focused practitioners and therapists,
and we also offer parent training in the
solution focused approach. Details are to
follow regarding the training.

Solution focused practice is an approach
used across the school. It focuses on
building towards preferred futures,
developing self-belief and helping young
people recognise their own resources and
capabilities as they navigate the
complexities of their young lives. Alongside
this, we have a strong focus on supporting
general wellbeing and creating a school
environment where young people feel
included, connected and able to flourish

The Department for Education’s 2026
paper, Every child achieving and thriving,
sets out this ambition for children and
young people, while government guidance
on promoting children and young people’s
mental health and wellbeing highlights the
importance of a whole-school approach

These principles speak very much to the
way we work at Beechen Cliff, and we look
forward to sharing more with you about
our approach, our work and some of the
ideas that underpin it throughout the
academic year.

We’ve also attached an image of a book
published in 2024, featuring a chapter
sharing the story of the development of
solution-focused practice at Beechen Cliff.

The book supports secondary schools to use
the solution-focused approach across school
life, and we’re delighted to see our work at
Beechen Cliff included.

We’ll be sharing more about our approach
throughout the year.

 The Wellbeing Team

WELLBEING

This way of working sits closely alongside the
growing emphasis within education on
children’s wellbeing, inclusion and helping
every child to achieve and thrive. Warmest wishes



Extra Curricular Activities 

Extra-curricular Clubs and Activities for Terms 1 and 2
The List of Extra curricular Club and Activities on offer for terms 1 and 2 and can be viewed
on the school website.
Link to Extra-curricular List

Music
Instrumental lessons and rehearsals/music clubs will be starting up over the next couple of
weeks so please see the list of extracurricular activities for more details of these.

Instrumental lesson timetables are available on the music department website and displayed each
week in the foyer of the music building.

We have a number of exciting events taking place throughout the year, starting with the Piano
Concert on Thursday 15th October at St Luke’s Church. It is a fantastic opportunity for pupils to
perform and I would encourage pupils from all years to take part, no matter your level of playing.
If you wish to take part please speak to one of the music staff or email me at
sam.thompson@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk. 

Additionally we have our annual Beechen’s Got
Talent event coming up on Thursday 19th November.
All talents are welcome, whether musical, dramatic,
or something different entirely! In previous years we
have had acts such as bands, magicians, comedians,
scientists and more. If you are interested in taking
part, contact
james.harriman@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Finally we have our annual Carol Service taking
place on Wednesday 16  December at 7pm at Bath
Abbey, with choir rehearsals starting from Monday
14th September at 3:20pm in the music department. 

th

The Carol Service is always a highlight of the year
and it would be great to see as many pupils as
possible taking part.

Mr S Thompson
Head of Music and Drama

mailto:james.harriman@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


Sporting Fixtures for wc 14th September 

Musical Theatre in partnership with Bath
Theatre School and Hayesfield Girls School

We have been delighted with the success of the
joint Oklahoma, West Side Story, Shrek and High
School Musical productions between Beechen
Cliff and Hayesfield in partnership with Bath
Theatre School over the last four years. We
would, therefore, like to continue this
collaboration for the next academic year to build
up to a professional production in March 2027.
The production we will be working towards will
be decided shortly and we look forward to
sharing details with you.

For the academic year 2026/2027, the sessions
will continue on a Friday afternoon, based at
Beechen Cliff for two hours after school from
3.30pm-5.30pm. They will run from September
(beginning on 11th September 2026) through to
Term 5 with the opportunity to participate in the
production in Term 4. The production will take
place in the Roper Theatre at Hayesfield School.
Throughout the year students will work with
professional tutors in dance, singing and acting.
There will be a minimum of 30 sessions over the
year.

Instead of a weekly charge, the total costs of the
activity will be broken down into 4 payments of £80
payable at the start of Terms 1-4 (payable directly to
Bath Theatre School). This means no payments will be
required for Terms 5 and 6. As well as the professional
tutoring, the cost includes the contribution towards
the production costs and costumes. This is a heavily
subsidised cost to try and ensure as many students
can access this opportunity as possible and there will
be additional support for students who are eligible for
Pupil Premium. 

In order for this project to be successful we will
need a minimum of 60 pupils to take part across
both schools (although we have the capacity for up
to 70). 

We would therefore ask you to sign up via the
following link https://baththeatreschool.com/mtg/ to
indicate whether you would like your daughter/son to
take part in the programme for the year ahead. Please
note that pupils are welcome to attend a free session
before making the decision to commit.

T. D. Markall
Headteacher

Advance details below of fixtures planned for week commencing 14  September as at the time of
publication.   These are potentially be subject to change, so do please check the website (link) for any
changes or updates. 

th

 

https://baththeatreschool.com/mtg/
https://baththeatreschool.com/mtg/
https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374


Careers

This week’s Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication is published
alongside this school newsletter. 
 
If you would like any further support or information please let me know at
epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Mrs E Pascoe
Head of Futures & Level 6 Careers Adviser

mailto:epascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


Community Links
We are happy to promote local businesses and community events.   Please note these are not the
responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School. 





Spaces currently available for

September.

mailto:jordan@calvertcreativemusicschool.com


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAKKJgbbPXCN044zKSTI1B4XQlre-hKOWgvmiAW6jh9T0RDw/viewform




https://ruhx.org.uk/glow
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