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8th October 2026

Message from the Headteacher

BEECHEN CLIFF WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents and Carers,

T. D. Markall
Headteacher 

This week’s assemblies for students in year 7 to 11 have been led by Mr Hall and
Ms Sullivan on online safety and, in particular, mobile phones and the impact
they can have on us.  This has linked in well with our Theme of the Week
sessions in Year 7-10 about World Mental Health Day, which is on 10th October
this year with a theme of “lived experiences heard: real voices, real change”. 

It also follows last week’s Year 12 tutor sessions focused on Solution Focused approaches to
studying and wellbeing. 

As a school we continue to place a strong emphasis on mental health and wellbeing and we
recognise the impact mobile phones can have both in a positive and negative way. The new mobile
phone pouch system we introduced in September has so far been a very positive step.

I hope the sessions have given students an opportunity to reflect and gain a greater
understanding of how devices can be used safely and the risks that exist. Also the importance of
continuing to talk about mental health and looking out for each other in our community.

This year more staff are completing Solution Focused training with our practitioners Tara Gretton
and Susie Ingram as we continue to integrate Solution Focused approaches into our practice.



KEY NOTICES

Reporting all Absences Dates for the Diary
All absences from School including late arrivals and
medical appointments are to be reported to School
promptly. Please take note of the following contact
details. 
 
Lower School Pupils 
To report a Lower School absence please call the
Main School direct on 01225 480466 (OPTION 1) OR
email the lower school attendance at 
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Sixth Form Students 
For a Sixth Form student absence please call the
School direct on 01225480466 (OPTION 2) OR you
can email Sixth Form attendance at:
sixthattendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

 

PLANNED ABSENCES

For planned absences please contact the
attendance office
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk for a copy of
the ‘absence request form' which can also be found
on the school website: MNSP Absence Request
Form. 

Thursday 15th October 
Piano Concert at St Lukes Church 7pm - 9pm

Wednesday 7th - Friday 9th October
Tutor Grp SHB - Year 7 visit to Tir-y-Cwm

Monday 12th  - Wednesday 14  Octoberth

Tutor Grp ML - Year 7 visit to Tir-y-Cwm

Wednesday 14th - Friday 16th October
Tutor Grp KPB - Year 7 visit to Tir-y-Cwm

Monday 19th  - Wednesday 21st October
Tutor Grp SHA - Year 7 visit to Tir-y-Cwm

Menu of the week - Week Commencing 12th October 

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to avoid disappointment. 
 

Mr D Keal
Head Chef

(W) = Contains Wheat Products
(D) = Contains Dairy Products 
(GF) = Gluten Free Option 

Saturday 17  Octoberth

Sixth From Open Morning 9am-12.30pm

Monday: BBQ Pork Steak, Squash and Lentil Curry
Tuesday: Venison Stifado, Pineapple Soy Cauliflower and Halloumi Rice (D)
Wednesday: Roast Turkey, Tomato and Mozzarella Pinwheel (W,D)
Thursday: Creamy Chicken and Pesto Pasta (W,D,GF), Sundried Tomato Risotto
Friday: Paella, Spicy Bean Burger (W)

Friday 16  Octoberth

Show Racism the Red Card Day 26

Thursday 22  and Friday 23  October nd rd

INSET DAYS

Monday 26th - Friday 30th October 
Half Term Holiday

Monday 2nd November
Start of Term 2

mailto:attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/


REMINDER - Sixth Form Open Morning and applications -
Saturday 17th October

Your son has been sent his login details to his school email address. Please use this login to book
onto the Sixth Form Open Morning on the 17th October. The booking form is on the school
homepage.  

Following the Open Morning your son
will need to complete the application
form for Sixth Form which opens on the
17th October.  

The deadline for applications is the 11th
December. One-to-one Admissions
Conversations with our Sixth Form team
and SLT will take place in the spring,
after mocks.

We recommend that Year 11s come along to the Open Day as this is a great opportunity to hear
from Miss Mather, Head of Sixth, and to attend course specific talks which will help your son
decide on their A Level choices.

Year 11 Parents , will have received an email from Applicaa, the programme we use for our Sixth Form
Admissions.  Please have a read of this initial application information.

Sixth Form Admissions

We have had several reports of parents stopping on the zig zag lines outside school or stopping
directly outside the main entrance of the school when dropping off or picking up their child.

 Please can we ask you to park in marked bays or drop off and pick up elsewhere to protect the
safety of our pupils and staff.

Dropping off and picking up from school

Term Dates - 2027/2028
These are now published on our website and can be found here -

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/parents/term-dates/

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/parents/term-dates/


As a way to incentivise and celebrate the achievements of the boys we perform a draw at the
start of each month reflecting upon the attendance percentages and positives gained by the
boys in Years 7-11. Those with 100% attendance were placed into one draw and the top 15
positive point scorers in each year were entered into another. 5 names were drawn for each and
a £10 amazon voucher was handed over.

Surprisingly.....the five young men in the
picture arrived very quickly to pick up
theirs and the moment was captured.
Many congratulations to those that
made their way into the draw and we
look forward to the next draw at the
start of November. The message
remains the same, Turn Up, Try hard;
the rest will take care of itself.

Mr K Morris 
Assistant Head - Conduct and Character Development 

100% CLUB WINNERS100% CLUB WINNERS  SEPTEMBER 

Wear one item of red clothing. We are asking
for donations for Show Racism the Red Card
this year, and would like as many members of
our school community to show their support
to the ongoing work to tackle racism at every
level of society. 

Wear one item of red clothing.
Suggested £1 donation via Arbor

We invite you to wear red
clothing to school on 

FRIDAY 16  OCTOBERth







LIBRARY NEWS
Children’s Literature Festival
Last week, groups of students took part in activities as part of the fantastic Bath
Children’s Literature Educational Programme. 

Thanks to the festival organisers, every student who took part this week was also able
to take home a free book by the author they had the opportunity to see.

On Monday, a small group of
aspiring scientists in Year 8 went
to the Guildhall to see Dr
ShiniSomara talk about how
scientists are modern-day
superheroes, using curiosity to
answer questions about our world
and beyond. 

On Wednesday, 30 Year 7 students were treated to a fabulous
creative writing workshop with award-winning author M. G.
Leonard. Maya helped the collect the ingredients for a portal
stories that transported them to other worlds! They came up
with so many fabulous ideas for heroes, villains, settings and
plots!

On Friday, another group of Year 8 students will go to The Forum to see
the amazing Liz Pichon talk about her hugely popular Tom Gates books.
They had a great time with a real-time draw-along with Liz and she
even came over to our seats to say hello! 



LIBRARY NEWS
Whole School Book Club and MNSP Awards.

Our first book club of the year took place on Monday 28th September. 
It was a small group, but what we lacked in numbers we made up for in enthusiasm! 

We had the very important job of voting for the shortlist for the
MNSP School Library Book Awards 2027! 
The students read through the blurbs for twelve books and voted for
their favourite six. The twelve schools involved in the Trust awards
will put all the votes together and the shortlist will be revealed soon! 

Trust CEO, Alun Williams, is very supportive of these awards and
allocates funding for all schools to have two copies of each of the
shortlisted books. We will be taking a group of students to the book
awards again next year. 

Come along to the library for more details!

PTA Money for Magazine
Subscriptions.

The results are in! The magazines that have been
selected by the students for our library this year
are shown here.

Thanks to various discounts, we were able to get
12 magazines for the money we had been given.
This means even more students are able to read
about the things they love. The first batch of
magazines should be arriving in the next week or
two and we will be getting new copies monthly for
the next year. Thanks again to all who donated.

Next dates for
book club: 19th

Oct, 30th Nov, Dec
TBC

READING TIP:  Subtitles Watching TV with the English subtitles on is
one of the most low-stress and effective ways to build literacy skills
Find out more here:  https://turnonthesubtitles.org/parents/

OPENING TIMES
Mon - Thu: 
8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Homework Club: 
Daily until 4:30

Questions? Contact Mrs Bridge 
(Library Lead & Literacy Coordinator) •
laura.bridge@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

"The library is for everyone. Keep reading!"

Our library is a safe,
welcoming space for all,

supporting a love of reading
and learning across the

school community.

mailto:laura.bridge@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


Homework in Computing

We use Google Classroom in all our computing lessons, so please remember that not all the work
that is posted needs to be completed as homework. Any assignments that should be completed at
home will be clearly labelled with homework in the title.

Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge

From the 9th - 20th November 2026 all KS3 students and
Computer Science students at KS4 and KS5 will take part in
the annual Bebras International Computational Thinking
Challenge

Students who achieve a score in the top 10% of the UK will
receive a Gold certificate.

If you’d like to have a go at some of the challenges from
previous years you can find them at https://www.bebras.uk/,
click on Challenges and an age group.

Ms L Jarvis and Mr A Cottle
Computing Department

MUSIC

As always, please see the noticeboard in the music department foyer or the music website for
instrumental lesson timetables.

Piano Concert

Coming up next week we have our Piano Concert
taking place on Thursday 15th October at St
Luke’s Church. It is a fantastic opportunity for
pupils to perform and I would encourage those
from all years to take part, no matter your level of
playing. If you wish to take part please speak to
one of the music staff or email me at
sam.thompson@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk.

Music Tour

We have a small number of places still
available for our international music tour
due to take place in July 2027. 

The trip is a fantastic opportunity for
pupils to perform abroad and has been a
highlight of the musical calendar when it
has taken place in previous years. If your
son or daughter is interested please
contact me as soon as possible at
sam.thompson@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Emails with more details will be sent out this
week to those who have expressed interest in
taking part.

Computing

https://www.bebras.uk/,
https://www.bebras.uk/,
mailto:sam.thompson@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
mailto:sam.thompson@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


Carol Service
As you may be aware, the school Carol Service is held annually at Bath
Abbey. Choir rehearsals take place Mondays from 3:20 - 4:15 in the
Drama Studio (old recital room) in the music department. It has been
great to see so many new faces taking part and I would encourage
pupils of all year groups and singing abilities to join.

For the full list of music ensembles and details of weekly rehearsal
times, please see the list of extra-curricular activities.

Upcoming Music Events:

Event Date Location

Piano Concert Thursday 15th October St Luke’s Church

Beechen’s Got Talent Thursday 19th November Beechen Cliff (Main Hall)

Carol Service Wednesday 16th December Bath Abbey

If you are interested in any of the above events please speak to a member of the music staff or
contact me at: sam.thompson@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk. 

Mr S Thompson
Head of Music and Drama

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the
MNSP Trust
 
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DapfmdvhT9cooZr2fZ_pnXRue3kkDgW4/view
mailto:sam.thompson@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm


Extra Curricular Activities 

Recent Sporting Fixtures Results

The Beechen Cliff OddBalls Bobble hat is still available for purchase,
OddBalls raises awareness of Testicular Cancer. 

Hats cost £17.50 each (this includes a donation to the OddBalls charity and
the Beechen Rugby Programme). More than one hat may be purchased. 

Hats will be distributed to your child from the PE office by the start of
November at the latest. Please make payment via the Arbor School Shop. 

Thank you for your support!

OddBaLLs Hat in School Colours - now available to purchase on
Arbor

Extra-curricular Clubs and Activities for Terms 1 and 2

The List of Extra curricular Club and Activities on offer for terms 1 and 2 and can be viewed
on the school website.
Link to Extra-curricular List

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DapfmdvhT9cooZr2fZ_pnXRue3kkDgW4/view


Sporting Fixtures for wc 12th October 

BCS Under 14 Rugby v Marlborough College
A very successful trip to Marlborough
College last week (Wednesday 30th
September) with both under 14 teams
winning. A great experience for all
involved in perfect conditions. 

U14a won 28-14

U14b won 31-10

 

Mr J Utton
Head of Year 9
Teacher of Physical Education

Advance details below of fixtures planned for week commencing 5th September as at the time of
publication.   These are potentially be subject to change, so do please check the website (link) for any
changes or updates. 

 

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374


WELLBEING

Dear Parents and Carers,
 

We hope you are well and having a good start to October.

We are very fortunate at Beechen Cliff to have students on placement with us from a number of
local universities, and today we wanted to introduce you to Grace Morgan, a second-year Social
Work student at the University of Bath.

Grace is joining us on placement from September until January. She will have the opportunity to
work alongside our SEN team, supporting students as well as delivering solution-focused group
work and one-to-one sessions.

At Beechen Cliff, we have a strong commitment to
bringing social work and education together. Our social
work students are introduced to and trained in a
solution-focused approach, which is embedded across
much of our wellbeing work

We warmly welcome Grace to Beechen Cliff and really
value the opportunity to collaborate with the University
of Bath and to bring together social work, education
and our solution-focused approach in supporting our
students. 
 
Please do get in touch with the Wellbeing Team if your
child or young person is working with Grace and you
would like any further information.

The Wellbeing Team

Warm wishes,





CAREERS

This week’s Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication (edition 5)
is published alongside this school newsletter. 
 
If you would like any further support or information please let me know
at emma.pascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Mrs E Pascoe
Level 6 Careers Adviser

Community Links
We are happy to promote local businesses and community events.   Please note these are not the
responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School. 

mailto:emma.pascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk




Moving minds!
 Fitness and Wellbeing for teen boys

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/moving-minds-boys-in-mind-wellbeing-campaign


WEMA has been
selected to host a
Benedetti Foundation
Residency, bringing one
of the UK's most
inspiring music
education organisations
to our region for a
unique programme of
musical activity. 

This event is open to
young violin, viola, cello
and double bass players
aged 8-13, playing from
open strings to
approximately Grade 3
standard. 

See here for more
details: Benedetti
Residencies - WEMA

West of England Music and Arts (WEMA) provide a great number of 

musical opportunities outside of school. 

https://wema.org.uk/benedetti-residencies/
https://wema.org.uk/benedetti-residencies/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAKKJgbbPXCN044zKSTI1B4XQlre-hKOWgvmiAW6jh9T0RDw/viewform


mailto:marguerite.woodward@mentoringplus.net
https://ruhx.org.uk/glow


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAKKJgbbPXCN044zKSTI1B4XQlre-hKOWgvmiAW6jh9T0RDw/viewform


mailto:jordan@calvertcreativemusicschool.com
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