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Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,

The last week has seen many Remembrance events taking place. At the weekend many of our students
took part in events across the city including members of our CCF in the annual service of Remembrance
at the War Memorial in Victoria Park and parade through Bath.

School assemblies this week led by Ms Sinclair and Sixth Form student members of the CCF have been based
on Remembrance, as have our Theme of the Week sessions in tutor time. Some Year 7 pupils have also had
the opportunity to make and sell poppies to raise money for the Royal British Legion

Over the last week Year 11 students have been working hard on their mock exams. It has been an intense few
days, with a few more to go, but their approach has been really positive and we have been so impressed with
their efforts so far. This should act as a good stepping stone to success in GCSE exams later in the year.

Also over the last week we have seen our last Musical workshop for Year 7 pupils with a focus on
string and pupils taking part in the BIMA Digital Day organised by Mr Cottle and Ms Jarvis. Sixth
Form mathematicians have also received their certificates after taking part in the UKMT Senior
Maths Challenge and we have seen great performances on the sports field in rugby and in cross
country.

T. D. Markall
Headteacher



KEY NOTICES

Reporting all Absences Dates for the Diary

PLANNED ABSENCES

For planned absences please contact the
attendance office
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk for a copy of
the ‘absence request form' which can also be found
on the school website: MNSP Absence Request
Form. 

All absences from School including late arrivals and
medical appointments are to be reported to School
promptly. Please take note of the following contact
details. 
 
Lower School Pupils 
To report a Lower School absence please call the
Main School direct on 01225 480466 (OPTION 1) OR
email the lower school attendance at 
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Sixth Form Students 
For a Sixth Form student absence please call the
School direct on 01225480466 (OPTION 2) OR you
can email Sixth Form attendance at:
sixthattendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

 

Wednesday 18th November
SEN Parental Support Session - 17:30 - 19:00
Neurodivergence: Identifying and Supporting 

Thursday 19th November
Beechen’s Got Talent  

Friday 13th November
Beechen PTA Quiz Night  

Menu of the Week - 16th November

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to aviod disappointment.  
Thank you

Mr D Keal
Head Chef

(W) = Contains Wheat Products
(D) = Contains Dairy Products 
(GF) = Gluten Free Option 

Friday 4th December 
GCSE results assembly for Year 11

Saturday 28th November
PTA Pre-Loved Uniform Sale - Clubhouse
10am-12  

Wednesday 25th November
INSET day

Monday: Pepper Olive and Tomato Pasta (W,GF), Beetroot and Parmesan Risotto (D)
Tuesday: Chicken and Vegetable Hotpot, Spicy Veggie Sausage Casserole
Wednesday: Roast Beef, Goats Cheese and Pepper Quiche (W,D)
Thursday: Jambalaya, Feta Aubergine and Courgette Bake (D)
Friday: Fish Cake (W), Veggie Pasta Bolognese (W,GF)

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


PTA News

PTA AGM, Thursday 19 November, 7pm, The Bear, Wellsway

Come along to meet the members of the PTA Committee and to learn more about how you
could help in a big or small way. If you'd like any more information about this meeting or the
PTA in general, please do email us at chair@beechenpta.org or info@beechenpta.org.

Pre-loved uniform sale, Saturday 28 November, 10am-12pm, Clubhouse

The PTA is holding its next pre-loved
uniform sale on Saturday 28 November
from 10am-12pm in the Clubhouse. At this
sale we hope to also sell pre-loved ski
clothing and equipment for the upcoming
school trips to Austria. 

If you have any items you would like to
donate, please leave these in the donation
bin behind the main school front door
before Friday 20 November if possible.

Beechen Cliff PTA

RE: Neurodiversity: Identifying and Supporting 
Wednesday 18th November 17:30-19:00

I just want to remind you that we have a SEND Parent Session taking place on 18th November and
the focus of the session is on Neurodiversity: Identifying and Supporting. The session is being led
by Paul Ford a local neurodiversity specialist and autism mentor and supported by myself.

You are very welcome to attend, no need to sign up, just come to the reception at about 17:25
and I will meet you there. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Joanna Blair (she/her)
Assistant Head Teacher
(Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator. Pupil Premium Senior Lead. SpLD
Specialist Teacher) 

mailto:chair@beechenpta.org




Year 7 Food and Nutrition - Heatlthy Snack 

Year 7 Food and Nutrition
students had their first cooking
assessment last week.

They had to make a Healthy
Snack, and as you can see they
did a great job!

Healthy Snacks Healthy Snacks 



Year 8 - Food and Nutrition - Fake-Aways

As the rotations in Technology are near to moving around, the Food students have completed
their assessment cooking this week. The Year 8 project is all about Fake-Aways, with all students
making their own choice of Fake-Away in a 1 hour lesson, including presenting the dish and all
washing up! Here are just a few of the fantastic dishes they produced.

FAKE-
AWAYS 
FAKE-
AWAYS 

As part of Black History Month, Year 9s cooked in small groups to produce a traditional cornbread
recipe. 
 

Year 8 - Traditional Cornbread



Year 10 Hospitality and Catering
students had their first assessment
cooking last week. Their brief was
to produce a dish in 2 hours which
shows knife skills and includes
either a fruit or vegetable.

 Some brilliant dishes were made
and the students all showed how
their knife skills have developed
since the start of their course.

Year 10 Food and Nutrition - First Assessment

Mrs K Gallagher
Food Lead

MNSP Trust Competition

Are You the next Jamie Oliver, Gordon Ramsey or Big Zulu

mailto:kathryn.gallagher@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


At the end of term 1, thirty students took part in the UKMT Senior Maths Challenge. This is a
national Maths exam aimed to enrich the mathematics of sixth form students.
As usual the school performed very well and the photo shows some of our sixth formers
receiving their certificates.

Further details can be found on the UKMT
website: Link

Mr J Henly
Maths Challenge Coordinator

Congratulations to all concerned.

Maths 
UKMT Senior Maths Challenge 

There were 10 Gold Awards, 7 Silver and 10 Bronze.

All of our Gold achievers scored sufficiently well to qualify for the Kangaroo follow on round later
this month.

Special mention goes to B. Puzey, (who was
absent on the day of the photo), as he gained
the top score at Beechen and also qualified
for the prestigious British Maths Olympiad
for the top 1000 students in the UK.

Mrs A Wilmot
Head of PSHE

https://ukmt.org.uk/competition-papers/jsf/jet-engine:free-past-papers/tax/challenge-type:76/


LIBRARY NEWS

Questions? Contact Mrs Bridge 
(Library Lead & Literacy Coordinator) •
laura.bridge@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

"The library is for everyone. Keep reading!"

Our library is a safe,
welcoming space for all,

supporting a love of reading
and learning across the

school community.

Exam Stress? Take a 15-
minute "escapism break"
with fiction before bed.

Reading a book for pleasure—completely unrelated to
your school syllabus—is proven to lower heart rates
and ease exam anxiety. Not only does it calm your mind
for better sleep, but unconsciously absorbing good
sentence structures and vocabulary will actually boost
your English mock grades without it feeling like work

07:30 AM | The Morning Spark (5 Mins): Read one
poem, a page of a motivational book, or a short
article while having breakfast to wake up your
brain.
04:00 PM | The Revision Reset (10 Mins): Read a
fast-paced fiction chapter right after school or
between heavy study blocks to reset your focus.
09:45 PM | The Digital Detox (15 Mins): Swap your
phone for a physical book or e-reader in bed to
signal to your brain that it is time to sleep.

A neuroscience study commissioned by The Queen’s
Reading Room in 2024 found that just five minutes of
fiction can reduce stress by up to 20%, as well as
boosting concentration and problem-solving skills and
helping readers feel less lonely.
https://www.cam.ac.uk/stories/reading-for-pleasure-
and-for-better-health

We are always happy when books are being borrowed from the library, but as more books are being taken
out, we need to make sure they are being returned or renewed on time so other students can borrow
them. Like many things, the cost of books is rising and it is becoming difficult to replace books that are not
returned.

We don’t charge for overdue library books but our library system automatically sends out emails to students
when their books are due back. These emails are sent on Monday evening.

➢First reminder: Email to student after 3 days
➢Second reminder: Email to student after approx. 1 week
➢Final reminder: Email to student after 14 days.
➢At this point, after this, we will email the tutor and the
parent/guardian.
➢If books still have not been returned after another week, the book
will be marked as lost and this will be recorded on Arbor as a negative
1 (lack of equipment).

If your son has a genuine reason for not returning their book on time,
please ask them to come and see me or email me at
laura.bridge@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk. Thank you!

mailto:laura.bridge@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
https://www.cam.ac.uk/stories/reading-for-pleasure-and-for-better-health
https://www.cam.ac.uk/stories/reading-for-pleasure-and-for-better-health


Remembrance Sunday 
On Sunday Beechen Cliff pupils participated as cadets within the King Edward’s
Combined Cadet Force, representing us at the various events in the city.

Sixty Beechen Cliff cadets helped make up the one hundred strong contingent as
it met to participate in the annual service of Remembrance at the War Memorial
in Victoria Park, joining dozens of other cadets from the Air Training Corps and
Sea Cadets. Supported by many parents as onlookers, the contingent laid a
wreath to honour the fallen and then took part in the two minute silence at 11am.

After a short break the contingent re-convened and participated in the parade
through the centre of Bath, saluting the officer overseeing the event from the
dais at the Guildhall and then ending at Bath Abbey.

Captain Jones, the CCF Commanding Officer, takes great pride in preparing the
cadets for this very important day, ensuring that every individual recognises his
or her role in making schools and parents proud. All the staff were impressed by
the dedication and determination of the cadets, many of whom were parading for
the first time. 

Well done to all those involved and many thanks to all parents for the support
given.



Extra-curricular Clubs and Activities for Terms 1 and 2

The List of Extra curricular Club and Activities on offer for terms 1 and 2 and can be viewed
on the school website.
Link to Extra-curricular List

Extra Curricular Activities 

Year 7 football training starts on Wednesday
2nd December on the astro, this will run until
Thursday 20th Jan from 3:15-4:30pm.  Wear
Games kit, shin pads, trainers/astros. 

Mr P Macdonald
PE

Year 7 Football Training

Kingswood Cross Country
Challenge

Beechen Cliff attended the Kingswood
Cross Country Challenge on Thursday 5th
November.  

We are so proud of our runners.  One of
our Year 11 students achieved first place
in the individual race and our Year 11 team
were also very successful.  

Well done to all our  participants: Joseph,
George, Gabriel and Max.

Cricket training- Winter Nets

Winter nets start in January for all age groups.
Letters will be sent out with details and
information on how to sign up. Confirmed
days-

- Year 10-13 Wednesday mornings
- Year 8 Tuesday mornings
- Year 9- Thursday mornings

Year 7s will be confirmed in the next few days.

Mr P Macdonald
PE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DapfmdvhT9cooZr2fZ_pnXRue3kkDgW4/view


Sporting Fixtures for wc 16th  November

Recent Sporting Fixtures Results

Advance details below of fixtures planned for week commencing 2  November  as at the time of publication.
These are potentially be subject to change, so do please check the website (link) for any changes or updates. 

nd

 

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374


Event Date Location

Beechen’s Got Talent Thursday 19th November Beechen Cliff (Main Hall)

Carol Service Wednesday 16th December Bath Abbey

Preparations for the school Carol Service at
Bath Abbey are continuing, with additional
Choir rehearsals now taking place on
Tuesdays from 3:20 - 4:15 in the music
centre, alongside the continuing Monday
rehearsals. All year groups and singing
abilities are welcome! The Folk Group has
also been working on a new Christmas
song, ‘Twelve Joys of Mary’.

MUSIC

Upcoming Music Events:

Mr S Thompson
Head of Music and Drama

If you are interested in any of the above events please speak to a member of the music staff or
contact me at: sam.thompson@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

As always, please see the noticeboard in the music department foyer or the music website for
instrumental lesson timetables.

The Year 7 Ensemble is hard at work preparing
for its upcoming performance at Beechen’s Got
Talent! Rehearsals run on Thursdays from
12:30-1:00pm (KS3 lunch) in the music centre and
all instruments/abilities are welcome.

Carol Service

Year 7 Ensemble

mailto:sam.thompson@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


mailto:james.harriman@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


WellbeingWellbeing

Dear Parents and Carers,

Wellbeing Spotlight: Understanding Our Young People — Recommended
Reading and Podcasts

Navigating the secondary school years can feel like decoding a rapidly changing map. As part of our ongoing
commitment to supporting our students both academically and pastorally here at Beechen Cliff, we are
sharing a curated selection of exceptional books and podcasts designed to give parents and carers deeper
insight into brain development, mental health, and the emotional lives of young people.

Whether you are looking for practical tools to manage household communication or simply want a clearer
window into how young people process the world, these resources come highly recommended by our
team.

Recommended Books

"Inventing Ourselves: The Secret Life of the Teenage Brain" by Prof. Sarah-Jayne Blakemore

Focus: Cognitive Science & Brain Development
Why We Recommend It: Written by a leading neuroscientist, this book explains why young people act
the way they do. It turns common myths about adolescent risk-taking and self-consciousness into
actionable, evidence-based understanding.

"The Book You Wish Your Parents Had Read" by Philippa Perry

Focus: Parent-Child Communication & Relationship Dynamics
Why We Recommend It: A warm, practical guide to understanding how our own upbringing
shapes our parenting. Perry offers clear advice on resolving conflicts, breaking negative
communication loops, and strengthening long-term connections

"Untangled" / "The Emotional Lives of Teenagers" by Dr. Lisa Damour

Focus: Mental Health & Emotional Regulation in Young People
Why We Recommend It: Dr. Damour demystifies the turbulent emotions of young people. She
outlines what constitutes normal development versus genuine warning signs, offering calm,
constructive strategies for the home.

"Boys Do Cry: Improving Boys' Mental Health and Wellbeing in Schools" by Matt Pinkett

Focus: Male Youth Mental Health & Wellbeing
Why We Recommend It: Aligning closely with our work as a flagship school for youth
mental health, this offers valuable perspective on encouraging young men to talk openly
about emotional challenges, vulnerability, and resilience.



Recommended Podcasts

The Adolescent Mind (BBC Radio 4 / BBC Sounds)

Best for: Science-backed insights made accessible.
Overview: Features expert discussions with neuroscientists and psychologists on sleep patterns,
social dynamics, digital tech use, and risk assessment during youth.

Ask Lisa: The Psychology of Parenting (Hosted by Dr. Lisa Damour & Reena Ninan)

Best for: Quick, real-world answers to everyday parenting dilemmas.
Overview: Covers everything from navigating exam stress and screen time to tackling
peer pressure with practical, empathetic advice.

Youth Mental Health Matters

Best for: Understanding the modern youth experience.
Overview: Explores the lived experiences of young people today, focusing on emotional
literacy, healthy relationships, and breaking down stereotypes surrounding mental
health.

Supporting Reading at Home
We also encourage parents to support their children's personal reading habits through the
Beechen Canon. Reading regularly not only builds literacy stamina and academic confidence
but also fosters empathy, compassion, and critical thinking. You can view the full reading list
by year group on the school website.

Warm regards,

The Wellbeing Team



This week’s Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication
(edition 9 )  is published alongside this school newsletter. 
 
If you would like any further support or information please let me
know at emma.pascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Mrs E Pascoe
Level 6 Careers Adviser

CAREERS

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the
MNSP Trust
 
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust

Community Links
We are happy to promote local businesses and community events.   Please note these are not the
responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School. 

mailto:emma.pascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm


West of England Music & Arts









Moving minds!-  Fitness and Wellbeing for teen
boys

MentoringPlus Upcoming Events

Ball stars Charity fun day at Lansdown Tennis

and Squash club

Day event 1-6pm, Evening 6:30-11pm
28th November

Lansdown Tennis club invites you to a fantastic day
multi-sports day followed by a sparkling drinks
reception, two course dinner and live music!

The afternoon consists of an all abilities circuit of ball
sports, where you will be allocated into teams and
compete for BALL STARS WINNERS.

The evening will then become a dinner and drinks with
live music and more opportunities for fundraising.

Get your tickets here
https://buytickets.at/mentoringplus1/2408926

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/moving-minds-boys-in-mind-wellbeing-campaign
https://buytickets.at/mentoringplus1/2408926


Upcoming Events
Wreath making workshop at

Riverside Youth Hub
5th December 10:30-12:30

Join experienced wreath maker, Marina Beare for a festive and relaxing
workshop at Riverside Youth Hub. From 11-2pm, enjoy a guided

workshop and leave with a beautiful, natural wreath to hang at home or
give to your loved ones.

Buy your tickets here https://buytickets.at/mentoringplus1/2476848

https://buytickets.at/mentoringplus1/2476848


mailto:jordan@calvertcreativemusicschool.com
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