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BEECHEN CLIFF WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents and Carers,

Autumn is very much upon us now, it has been notably colder outside on site over the last week
and we are enjoying the autumn colours on the trees.

Term 2 has started well with students getting back into routines and we have had a number of
events taking place including yesterdays’ Bronze Duke of Edinburgh training day with nearly 120
boys taking part. It was also great to see U12 and U13 rugby teams competing at the Collegiate
School yesterday with victories for the U12A ,U12B and U13B teams and narrow defeat for the
U13A’s.

Message from the Headteacher



The Year 13 Parents evening was well attended last night and I really hope that parents found
it useful as students begin preparation for their first set of mock exams later in the term.

Year 11 students are already exam focussed with Languages listening assessments taking place
this week and the main mock exams week beginning on Monday.

I wish students all the best with revision for these exams and hope they find them a useful
stepping stone for preparing for the GCSE and A Level exams next summer.

T. D. Markall
Headteacher



KEY NOTICES

Reporting all Absences Dates for the Diary

PLANNED ABSENCES

For planned absences please contact the
attendance office
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk for a copy of
the ‘absence request form' which can also be found
on the school website: MNSP Absence Request
Form. 

All absences from School including late arrivals and
medical appointments are to be reported to School
promptly. Please take note of the following contact
details. 
 
Lower School Pupils 
To report a Lower School absence please call the
Main School direct on 01225 480466 (OPTION 1) OR
email the lower school attendance at 
attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Sixth Form Students 
For a Sixth Form student absence please call the
School direct on 01225480466 (OPTION 2) OR you
can email Sixth Form attendance at:
sixthattendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

 

Wednesday 18th November
SEN Parental Support Session - 17:30 - 19:00
Neurodivergence: Identifying and Supporting 

Thursday 19th November
Beechen’s Got Talent  

Friday 13th November
Beechen PTA Quiz Night  

Menu of the Week - 9  Novemberth

Monday: Pork Steak with Creamy Peppercorn Sauce, Celeriac and Red Onion Gratin (D)
Tuesday: Jerk Chicken, Stuffed Aubergine with Spiced Chickpeas and Halloumi (D)
Wednesday: Roast Turkey, Cheesy Scotch Egg (W)
Thursday: Venison Casserole, Spinach Feta and Potato Pie (W,D)
Friday: Fish Lasagne (W,D), Roasted Vegetable and Tomato Pasta (W,GF)

Can I please ask that all accounts are topped up at all times to aviod disappointment.  
Thank you

Mr D Keal
Head Chef

(W) = Contains Wheat Products
(D) = Contains Dairy Products 
(GF) = Gluten Free Option 

Friday 4th December 
GCSE results assembly for Year 11

Saturday 28th November
PTA Pre-Loved Uniform Sale - Clubhouse
10am-12  

Wednesday 25th November
INSET day

https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
https://www.beechencliff.org.uk/school-life/absence-and-punctuality/
mailto:attendance@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


Year 11 Mock Examinations
After completing the first part of their GCSE’s over the last year, pupils in Year 11 will be taking
their first round of Mock Examinations next week between, Monday 9th and Tuesday 17th
November

These are a vital step in the process of preparing them to take their formal examinations in the
summer and will provide a useful experience of completing examinations in a formal setting, as
well as giving them a timely update on how they are progressing in each subject. These
examinations will take place in the Sports Hall and the Library. Please see the timetable of
mock examinations below. In addition to these, there will be listening examinations for
Languages taking place in lessons during the week of 2nd November. 

Year 11 Mock Examination Timetable - 2026

I would kindly ask all pupils and students to show respect to the Year 11 pupils by moving
silently around these areas whilst examinations are taking place.

In order to support the Year 11 pupils in revising for these mock examinations, we have
published a list of Personalised Learning Checklists (PLCs) detailing what pupils need to cover
and how they can best revise for each paper. This document can be accessed using this link:

Year 11 November Mock Examination PLCs  

We will hold a GCSE results assembly on Friday 4th December where Year 11 pupils will receive
their results. Over the past few years, this has been a valuable and positive experience and I
wish the same for the current Year 11 pupils.

Mr A Seal
Deputy Headteacher

 Term 2 - PSHE provision 
The following sessions will be taking place in PSHE this term:

Year 7 - Friendships and Bullying
Year 8 - SRE - Positive relationships, Sexuality and Qualities in a partner
Year 9 - SRE - Healthy Relationships, Sexting, Contraception
Year 10 - RPE - Religion and Science, Death and The After Life, Relationships and Sex
Year 11 - Careers, Mocks and Mental Health
Year 12 - SRE - Relationship Abuse, Good Healthy Sex, Image Sharing, Pregnancy
Year 13 - SRE - Identifying Unhealthy Relationships, Unwanted attention, Safety in
Relationships and Sexual Health

Guest Speakers include - Year 9 Tender Workshop with 9XR, Year 13 Road Safety Talk, Year
10 and Year 12 Fire Safety Talk

Mrs A Wilmot (She/Her)
Head of Art & Photography
Head of PSHE

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mE3DHqo25xmDrIxw8e5Ti6a6f3FEnVwB_ucilUyqjXM/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m07rKBC6kWJmmB4jrxA2jk8mvPt2uTvypInM2ZTNdWM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m07rKBC6kWJmmB4jrxA2jk8mvPt2uTvypInM2ZTNdWM/edit?usp=sharing


PTA News
Quiz Night, Friday 13 November, 6.30pm for 7pm start, School Refectory

Tickets are selling fast - £12 via Arbor including a delicious curry from school chef Dan. It's
always a fun night so come along! Teams of six but if you don't have a full complement, come
along anyway and we can add you to another team.

The PTA is holding its next pre-loved uniform sale on
Saturday 28 November from 10am-12pm in the
Clubhouse. At this sale we hope to also sell pre-loved
ski clothing and equipment for the upcoming school
trips to Austria. 

If you have any items you would like to donate,
please leave these in the donation bin behind the
main school front door before Friday 20 November if
possible.

Come along to meet the members of the PTA Committee and to learn more about how you
could help in a big or small way. If you'd like any more information about this meeting or the
PTA in general, please do email us at chair@beechenpta.org or info@beechenpta.org.

Pre-loved uniform sale, Saturday 28 November, 10am-12pm, Clubhouse

PTA AGM, Thursday 19 November, 7pm, The Bear, Wellsway

Beechen Cliff PTA

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the
MNSP Trust
 
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm

mailto:chair@beechenpta.org
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm




Event Date Location

Beechen’s Got Talent Thursday 19th November Beechen Cliff (Main Hall)

Carol Service Wednesday 16th December Bath Abbey

Preparations for the school Carol Service at Bath Abbey are well
underway, with additional Choir rehearsals now taking place on
Tuesdays from 3:20 - 4:15, alongside the continuing Monday
rehearsals.  It has been great to see so many new faces taking
part and I would encourage pupils of all year groups and singing
abilities to join as singing in the Abbey at Christmas is always a
special event!

MUSIC

Upcoming Music Events:

Carol Service

Mr S Thompson
Head of Music and Drama

Year 7 Instrumental Workshops

Instrumental workshops have continued for
Year 7s this week, with each workshop
focussing on a different instrument family.
Thank you to all the visiting staff for running
these fantastic and valuable sessions. We have
instrumental teachers covering a wide range of
instruments so if your child is interested in
taking lessons, please see the ‘instrumental
lesson information’ page under the ‘Parents’ tab
on the school website.

If you are interested in any of the above events please speak to a member of the music staff or
contact me at: sam.thompson@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

As always, please see the noticeboard in the music department foyer or the music website for
instrumental lesson timetables.

Carol Service

mailto:sam.thompson@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


Reading Records and Rewards

Last term, the tutors checked their tutees handbooks to
look at the student’s reading habits. A special
‘commitment to studies’ award (worth 4 positives) was
awarded to anyone who had completed their planner
every week with a range of reading material. I have been
really impressed with the number of students who have
been reading regularly and have started adding the
positives this week (to make sure they go towards the end
of term treats competition!). 

Remember: your young person should be reading as part
of their homework (in KS3) and it is highly recommended
for KS4 and sixth form students to read as much as
possible too. Recording in the handbooks is the best way
for us to monitor reading in school.

LIBRARY NEWS
Welcome Mrs Salmon: New Librarian

Mrs Salmon is joining our library team this week. She will be working on
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 10 - 2.15 to cover the library at
breaks and lunchtime and to support reading across the school. Mrs
Salmon has lots of expeience teaching reading and is passionate about
sharing her love of reading with the next generation of readers. We are very
lucky to have her and I am sure our Beechen students will give her a warm
welcome.

Library moving to Year 7 during exams.
The Year 11 mocks are fast approaching, and the library is used as
a small exam centre during exam seasons.
This time, we are moving to Y7, which is the careers room in the
sixth form block.
There is an entrance to this room from the yard, near the steps
that go up to English.
We will continue to have a small selection of books and laptops
but numbers will be limited. Anyone who needs books or help
with homework is welcome to come along and we will do our
best to help!

Questions? Contact Mrs Bridge 
(Library Lead & Literacy Coordinator) •
laura.bridge@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

"The library is for everyone. Keep reading!"

Our library is a safe,
welcoming space for all,

supporting a love of reading
and learning across the

school community.

mailto:laura.bridge@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


And just like that, half-term is over!

The school bags are back out, the alarms are being
reset, and somewhere in the house there’s probably a
PE kit that hasn’t quite made it into the washing
machine!

For some young people, returning to school will feel
easy. They’ll be looking forward to seeing friends,
getting back into familiar routines and picking up
where they left off.

For others, Sunday evening might bring a few
butterflies. Perhaps they’re thinking about
homework, friendships, upcoming assessments,
important deadlines or simply the prospect of getting
out of a warm bed on a dark November morning.
And for many, it will be a mixture of both.

The lovely thing about returning after a break is
that we don’t have to start from scratch.

Remember What Already Works 

One of the things that we notice about the Solution
Focused Approach is that it encourages us to look for
the strengths and resources we already have.

Think back to September.

For some young people, the start of term brought
uncertainty, new challenges or worries about the
year ahead.

Yet here they are, several weeks later.

They’ve navigated new timetables, managed lessons,
negotiated friendships, overcome little setbacks and
probably coped with quite a few things they didn’t
think they could.

And they may not have noticed any of it!

Sometimes, as parents and carers, we can help by
gently reminding them.

Small steps, familiar strengths and finding our feet after
half-term

A Fresh Start Without Starting Again
“Remember how worried you were about that
lesson in September? What’s different now?”

“What helped you settle in last time?”

“What’s one thing about school that’s become
easier?”

These questions help young people recognise that
they’ve already developed ways of managing
challenges, and that those skills are still there
when they need them.

Not Every Day Has to Be a Good Day
It’s tempting to hope that the new half-term will
begin brilliantly.

But perhaps a more helpful expectation is simply
that there will be good moments, tricky moments
and plenty of ordinary ones in between.

A difficult Monday doesn’t mean the whole week
will be difficult.

A friendship wobble doesn’t undo weeks of positive
relationships.

And a disappointing test result doesn’t erase
everything a young person has learned.

Sometimes the most useful question isn’t:
“Why has today gone wrong?”

But rather:

“What helped you get through today?”

Even on a difficult day, young people are often
doing things that demonstrate patience,
determination, problem-solving or resilience.

We can acknowledge that something has been hard
while still helping them recognise how they’ve
managed.

WellbeingWellbeing



A Different Question for the School Run

Whether it’s in the car, around the dinner table or
during one of those rare moments when your
teenager feels like chatting, try asking:

“What’s one thing you’d like to go well this half-
term?”

It might be improving in a subject, feeling more
confident with a friendship, joining an activity, getting
more organised or simply feeling a little less rushed in
the mornings.

Then perhaps ask:

“What’s one small thing that might help?”

No elaborate plan required.

Just one manageable step.

Because sometimes, when we focus on the whole
mountain ahead, we forget that progress happens one
step at a time.

This Week’s Small Step

As your young person settles back into school, try
noticing something they’re already managing well.

Perhaps they get themselves ready without being
reminded.

Perhaps they make an effort with homework, even
when they’d rather be doing something else

Perhaps they show kindness, humour, independence
or simply keep going when they’re tired.

“I noticed how you got yourself organised this
morning.”

“You handled that really well.”

“That seems easier for you than it did a few weeks
ago.”

 Sometimes young people need us to hold up a
mirror so they can see the strengths they don’t yet
recognise in themselves.

A Moment to Reflect

As we head into the second half of the autumn
term, perhaps we can remind ourselves that
progress doesn’t always look dramatic.

Sometimes it looks like getting up when the alarm
goes off.

Trying again after a difficult day.

Asking for help.

Making someone laugh.

Or simply walking through the school gates when
you’d rather be somewhere else.
 
Our young people don’t need to have everything
figured out. They just need opportunities to
recognise what helps them, build on what works
and take the next small step.

And perhaps that’s a useful reminder for us as
parents and carers, too.

Wishing all our families a positive start to the new
half-term, one small step at a time.Tell them what you’ve noticed.  Not with a big

speech.  Just a genuine observation.

The Wellbeing Team



Extra Curricular Activities 

Recent Sporting Fixtures Results

Congratulations to the 10 Beechen Cliff players who competed in the Bath Rugby U15 PDG
(Player Development Group) festival over half term.

The festival, held at Newbury RFC, consisted of 12
teams (two from each of the Bath Rugby academy sites
in the region) playing 5 games against their respective
teams in other sites. At the end of the festival, results
were totted up and the Bath site came out on top.

9 of our boys represented the Bath site, with 1
representing the Wiltshire site. A fantastic
achievement from all involved!

Mr S Thompson
Rugby

Bath Rugby U15 PDG Festival

Extra-curricular Clubs and Activities for Terms 1 and 2

The List of Extra curricular Club and Activities on offer for terms 1 and 2 and can be viewed
on the school website.
Link to Extra-curricular List

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DapfmdvhT9cooZr2fZ_pnXRue3kkDgW4/view


Sporting Fixtures for wc 9th November

Please follow the link below to view and access all current vacancies from across the
MNSP Trust
 
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm

Advance details below of fixtures planned for week commencing 2  November  as at the time of publication.
These are potentially be subject to change, so do please check the website (link) for any changes or updates. 

nd

 

This week’s Beechen Cliff Future Horizon Careers publication
(edition 8)  is published alongside this school newsletter. 
 
If you would like any further support or information please let me
know at emma.pascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk

Mrs E Pascoe
Level 6 Careers Adviser

CAREERS

Current Vacancies in the School and the Trust

https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/vacancies.htm
https://www.schoolssports.com/school/default.asp?id=374
mailto:emma.pascoe@beechencliff.mnsp.org.uk


Community Links
We are happy to promote local businesses and community events.   Please note these are not the
responsibility of / or endorsed by Beechen Cliff School. 



A free family night out: discover the magic of a live orchestra
Fancy trying something a little different with the family? 

Bath Philharmonic Orchestra is offering free
tickets to its concert at The Bath Forum on
Tuesday 10 November, giving families across Bath,
the chance to experience the thrill of live
orchestral music together.

Featuring internationally acclaimed violinist Esther
Yoo, this concert celebrates the beautiful,
expressive sound of a string orchestra. Whether
your family already loves music or you’ve never
been to a classical concert before, you’re warmly
invited to come along, discover something new and
enjoy an evening of extraordinary live music.

There’s no musical knowledge needed and no right
or wrong way to enjoy the experience. Simply
settle in, listen, and discover what happens when
dozens of musicians make music together

And if your family start running out of steam before
bedtime? That’s absolutely fine. You’re welcome to
enjoy the first half and head home at the interval.

Thanks to this special offer, you can enjoy a
memorable family experience without the cost of
concert tickets.

Concert: Bath Philharmonic Orchestra with violinist
Esther Yoo
Date: Tuesday 10 November 2026
Venue: The Bath Forum, Bath

Claim your free tickets: Book Here using Voucher Code
BPFIRST

Free tickets are available in limited numbers, so book
early to secure your places.

https://www.bathboxoffice.org.uk/whats-on/bath-phil-and-esther-yoo-65dd




Moving minds!-  Fitness and Wellbeing for teen
boys

MentoringPlus Upcoming Events

Ball stars Charity fun day at Lansdown Tennis

and Squash club

Day event 1-6pm, Evening 6:30-11pm
28th November

Lansdown Tennis club invites you to a fantastic day
multi-sports day followed by a sparkling drinks
reception, two course dinner and live music!

The afternoon consists of an all abilities circuit of ball
sports, where you will be allocated into teams and
compete for BALL STARS WINNERS.

The evening will then become a dinner and drinks with
live music and more opportunities for fundraising.

Get your tickets here
https://buytickets.at/mentoringplus1/2408926

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/moving-minds-boys-in-mind-wellbeing-campaign
https://buytickets.at/mentoringplus1/2408926




Upcoming Events
Wreath making workshop at

Riverside Youth Hub
5th December 10:30-12:30

Join experienced wreath maker, Marina Beare for a festive and relaxing
workshop at Riverside Youth Hub. From 11-2pm, enjoy a guided

workshop and leave with a beautiful, natural wreath to hang at home or
give to your loved ones.

Buy your tickets here https://buytickets.at/mentoringplus1/2476848

https://buytickets.at/mentoringplus1/2476848


mailto:jordan@calvertcreativemusicschool.com
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